
Grace vs Works 

Series 1-10 

By Paul Tackett 

VerseQuest Ministries 

 

Grace vs. Works – Introduction: The War for the Gospel 

The most critical battle in the Christian life is not fought in the streets of culture or in the 
shadows of the world—it is waged in pulpits, pews, and personal hearts over one essential 
truth: 
Is salvation truly by grace, or must it be earned, maintained, or proven by works? 

The entire story of Scripture hinges on this answer. The difference between Cain and Abel, 
Moses and Christ, Mount Sinai and Mount Calvary, is not merely one of setting—but of 
system. One offers commands; the other offers a cross. One demands performance; the 
other declares, “It is finished.” 

Yet today, as in the days of Paul, the simplicity that is in Christ is under attack. What began 
in grace is now often twisted by fear, confusion, and religious pride into something 
resembling the law. Many churches—intentionally or ignorantly—drift from liberty into 
legalism, replacing the joy of the gospel with the burden of self-effort. They offer salvation 
by grace but tether it to behavioral contracts, spiritual ladders, and ever-moving goalposts 
of performance. 

Paul asked the Galatians: 

“Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” 
(Galatians 3:3) 

That question still burns today. 

This 10-part series, Grace vs. Works, was created to equip believers with a deep and 
biblical understanding of what salvation by grace really means—not just in theory, but in 
every aspect of life: 

• Why works cannot save 

• How grace truly operates 

• Where works belong after salvation 



• What it means to be eternally secure 

• And how to silence pride, fear, and self-righteousness once and for all 

 

Why This Series Matters 

If you misunderstand grace, everything else will collapse: 

• Your assurance will be fragile. 

• Your joy will be circumstantial. 

• Your service will be forced. 

• Your worship will be self-focused. 

• And your message will be powerless. 

Grace is not just a doctrine—it is the atmosphere of the Christian life, the very air we 
breathe. It is not only the way we come to God, but the way we remain in Him, grow in Him, 
serve in Him, and rejoice in Him. 

 

What This Series Is Not 

This is not a license to sin. This is not soft theology or shallow inspiration. These essays do 
not water down obedience—they put it in its proper place. They do not belittle 
repentance—they simply make clear it follows salvation, not precedes it. They do not deny 
the need for holiness—they declare the only Source that can ever produce it. 

What this series does is cut the cords of spiritual slavery. It reminds believers that: 

• You are not under law, but under grace (Romans 6:14). 

• You are accepted in the beloved (Ephesians 1:6). 

• You are saved by Christ’s obedience, not yours (Romans 5:19). 

• You are kept by God’s power, not your own (1 Peter 1:5). 

 

A Message to the Tired and the Proud 

To the weary Christian who wonders if they’ve done enough: this series is for you. 
To the confident moralist who thinks they’ve earned a place in heaven: this series is for you. 



To the backslider who feels disqualified: this series is for you. 
To the preacher tempted to blend grace with law to keep people obedient: this series is for 
you too. 

Because in the end, the only thing that silences boasting, destroys pride, rescues the guilty, 
fuels obedience, and glorifies Christ is the doctrine of grace. 

 

What to Expect 

Each essay in this series systematically tackles a major confusion or heresy related to 
salvation and works. From Cain to Calvary, from James to Paul, from assurance to fruit, you 
will be taken deep into the Word of God to see that: 

Salvation is not what you do for God, but what God has done for you. 

Let this be your anthem—not just for doctrine, but for daily living: 

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
(Galatians 6:14) 

Welcome to the fight for the gospel. 
Welcome to freedom. 
Welcome to Grace vs. Works. 

 

 

1 of 10: Grace vs. Works – The Gift You Can’t Earn: What Biblical Grace Really Means 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” – Ephesians 2:8–9 

 

Introduction: A Gift the Flesh Will Always Try to Earn 

If there is one truth that shakes the kingdom of darkness and humbles the pride of man, it is 
this: salvation is a gift, not a wage. It cannot be earned, deserved, bought, or bartered. It 
is given freely by God to those who do not qualify. 

Yet from the beginning, man has tried to turn grace into a wage. Religion has tried to rewrite 
the terms. Pride has tried to insert performance. But the gospel remains fixed: salvation is 
by grace through faith, not of works. 



This essay will define what biblical grace is—and what it is not. We will uncover the tension 
between man’s desire to earn and God’s refusal to be indebted. And we will see how real 
grace—once understood—leaves no room for boasting, self-sufficiency, or man-made 
righteousness. 

If you’ve ever struggled to accept grace, or found yourself slipping into performance-based 
Christianity, this essay is for you. 

 

1. What Grace Is: The Unmerited Favor of God 

Let’s begin with a simple, yet profound definition: 
Grace is the unmerited, unearned, and undeserved favor of God toward sinners. 

The Greek word for grace is charis, meaning favor, kindness, or blessing freely extended to 
benefit the recipient, not because of their worth, but because of the giver’s nature. 

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” – Romans 5:8 

Grace is not extended to the good, the moral, the striving, or the clean. Grace is extended 
to: 

• The unworthy. 

• The broken. 

• The lost. 

• The guilty. 

Grace is not God helping those who help themselves. Grace is God saving those who 
cannot help themselves. 

 

2. What Grace Is Not: Reward, License, or Religion 

Let’s be clear about what grace is not. 

Grace is not a reward for good behavior. 

God does not measure your performance and then decide whether or not to bless you with 
salvation. Grace is not a spiritual paycheck—it’s a gift. 

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.” – Romans 4:4 



If you could earn grace, it would no longer be grace. It would be debt. But God owes no man 
salvation. 

Grace is not a license to sin. 

True grace does not minimize sin. It magnifies Christ. Anyone who uses grace as an excuse 
to live in rebellion has not understood the cross. 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.” – 
Romans 6:1–2 

Grace does not lead to looseness. It leads to liberty and transformation. 

Grace is not religion. 

Religion says: “Do more, try harder, be better, clean up.” 
Grace says: “It is finished. Come as you are. Trust Me.” 
Religion is man's attempt to reach God. Grace is God reaching down to man. 

 

3. Grace Begins Where Deserving Ends 

Most people believe grace is a supplemental boost—like spiritual gasoline. They imagine 
God helps those who help themselves. 

But the Bible says the opposite. Grace begins when we realize we have nothing to offer. 

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us…” – Titus 3:5 

Paul, a former Pharisee, had this realization. He went from law-keeping to grace-receiving. 
He considered all his religious credentials as dung (Philippians 3:8) compared to the riches 
of grace. 

Real grace destroys pride and exposes our need. 

 

4. Grace Is Not Cheap—It’s Free but Costly 

One of the biggest misunderstandings is that grace is “cheap.” Grace is not cheap. It is 
infinitely expensive—but it is fully paid for. 

“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” – Romans 
3:24 



The word freely in Greek means “without cause.” God didn’t save you because of 
something in you—He saved you because of something in Him. 

But make no mistake—the cost of grace was the blood of Jesus. 

“For ye are bought with a price…” – 1 Corinthians 6:20 

Grace may be free to you—but it cost Jesus everything. 

 

5. Grace Nullifies All Boasting 

The human heart longs to take credit. It wants to say, “I believed better. I repented harder. I 
lived more purely.” 

But grace won’t allow that. 

“That no flesh should glory in his presence.” – 1 Corinthians 1:29 

“Where is boasting then? It is excluded.” – Romans 3:27 

Grace doesn’t just save you—it silences you. You stand before God with your mouth shut 
and your hands open. 

If you believe you had something to do with your salvation, you will always battle pride. But 
when you understand it was all of grace, your only response will be worship. 

 

6. Grace Comes Through Faith, Not Performance 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith…” – Ephesians 2:8 

Faith is the means, not the cause. Faith is the open hand that receives the gift. It is not the 
currency that buys it. 

Salvation is not a transaction—it is a transformation. 

You don’t earn it. You don’t climb to it. You receive it. 

And this faith itself is not a work. It is a surrender to the finished work of Christ. It is ceasing 
from your labor and resting in His obedience. 

 

7. Why Grace Offends the Religious Mind 



Grace is scandalous. It offends those who have worked hard to be “good.” It exposes their 
self-righteousness. 

In Luke 15, the older brother was angry when grace was shown to the prodigal. Why? 
Because he thought he earned his father's love. 

Likewise, the Pharisees hated Jesus not because He was unjust—but because He showed 
grace to sinners and not the “deserving.” 

Grace levels the playing field. It puts the moral man and the drug addict at the foot of the 
same cross. It makes the thief on the cross just as clean as the lifelong churchgoer. 

That is offensive to prideful men—but liberating to broken ones. 

 

8. Grace Transforms, It Doesn’t Just Forgive 

“The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us...” – Titus 
2:11–12 

Grace does more than cancel your debt—it changes your desires. It doesn’t just cover 
you—it trains you. 

• Grace teaches holiness. 

• Grace teaches humility. 

• Grace teaches dependence. 

True grace does not produce lazy Christians. It produces thankful, obedient, Spirit-filled 
ones. 

 

9. Grace Must Be Guarded from Corruption 

Paul constantly warned that grace would be perverted—either into legalism or license. 

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed… unto another gospel.” – Galatians 1:6 

The moment you add anything to grace—baptism, works, church membership, law-
keeping, emotions, promises—you no longer have the gospel. 

The greatest threat to grace is not atheism—it is religion dressed in gospel clothing. 

 



10. Conclusion: Stand in Grace, Speak of Grace, Worship the God of Grace 

Grace is not a starting point. It is the entire path. 

“By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand…” – Romans 5:2 

You were saved by grace. 
You stand by grace. 
You serve by grace. 
You are kept by grace. 

And in the ages to come, God will still be showing you grace (Ephesians 2:7). 

So rest. Worship. Rejoice. 
You didn’t earn this gift. 
You can’t lose this gift. 
But you can—and must—live in the power of it. 

 

 

2 of 10: Grace vs. Works – Dead Men Can’t Work: Salvation Before Service 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith… not of works… For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” – Ephesians 2:8–10 

 

Introduction: The Cart Before the Horse 

There is a common error in the religious world—a dangerous reversal that has deceived 
many and burdened even more: the idea that a man must work to be saved. That God helps 
those who help themselves. That you must prove your worth before God will redeem you. 

But Scripture turns that entire philosophy upside down. 

Dead men don’t work. 

Before you can serve Christ, you must be raised by Him. Before you can bear fruit, you 
must be grafted into the Vine. Before you can walk in good works, you must be born again 
by grace through faith. 

This second essay in the Grace vs. Works series will explore why salvation must come 
before service—why works are a result of being saved, not the requirement for being 
saved. We'll unpack Ephesians 2:8–10 and show how spiritual life precedes spiritual 



labor, and how justification must come before sanctification, or else the entire gospel 
collapses under the weight of performance. 

 

1. The Foundational Order: Saved First, Then Serve 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works…” – Ephesians 2:8–9 
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” – Ephesians 2:10 

These verses are inseparable—but the order is everything. 

First: 

• Saved by grace through faith (v.8) 

• Not of works (v.9) 

Then: 

• Created unto good works (v.10) 

God’s order is crystal clear: 

1. You are saved. 

2. You are made new in Christ. 

3. You are empowered to do good works. 

Reversing that order turns grace into wages, faith into effort, and salvation into a 
performance review. 

 

2. Dead in Sin = No Power to Do Good 

“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins.” – Ephesians 2:1 

Before salvation, every person is not just lost—they are dead. Spiritually lifeless. Separated 
from God. Capable of religion, but incapable of righteousness. 

• A dead man can’t walk in obedience. 

• A dead man can’t earn favor. 

• A dead man can’t lift himself up. 



Salvation is not a rehab program—it’s a resurrection. Until a person is born again, they 
have no power to please God. 

“They that are in the flesh cannot please God.” – Romans 8:8 

The sinner must be made alive before they can work in the power of the Spirit. 

 

3. The Error of Working for Salvation 

From Catholicism to cults, from legalistic churches to mainstream religion, this lie persists: 
“You must work to be saved.” 

Whether it’s: 

• Baptism 

• Church attendance 

• Sacraments 

• Commandment keeping 

• Charitable deeds 

• Repenting hard enough 

It’s all an attempt to earn what can only be received. 

But Scripture says: 

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us…” – Titus 3:5 

“If it be of works, then is it no more grace…” – Romans 11:6 

Mixing works with grace cancels both. It’s not 99% grace and 1% effort. It’s 100% grace or 
nothing. 

 

4. Justification Comes Before Sanctification 

Many confuse these two key terms: 

• Justification: Declared righteous before God (instant, complete, by faith) 

• Sanctification: Being made holy in practice (lifelong, progressive, by the Spirit) 



Justification is the root. Sanctification is the fruit. 

If you flip the order—trying to be sanctified so you can be justified—you end up with a false 
gospel. 

God does not clean people up so they can be saved. He saves them, and then begins the 
cleaning process. 

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God…” – Romans 5:1 

Justification gives the foundation upon which sanctification is built. 

 

5. Abraham Was Justified Before He Ever Worked 

Paul uses Abraham to make this exact point. 

“For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God… 
Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness.” – Romans 4:2–3 

Abraham was justified before circumcision, before offering Isaac, before any major works. 
He was declared righteous because of faith, not effort. 

James speaks of Abraham’s works proving his faith (James 2)—but Paul reminds us those 
works were not the basis for his salvation. 

This proves that salvation precedes works, even in the life of the father of faith. 

 

6. Israel’s Mistake: Zeal Without Righteousness 

“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” – Romans 
10:3 

Israel had zeal—but not knowledge. They worked—but not from faith. They tried to serve 
God without being saved by Him. 

This is the essence of all works-based religion: trying to climb the ladder instead of 
accepting the rescue rope. 

Salvation is not “try harder.” It is “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved.” (Acts 16:31) 

 



7. Created Unto Good Works—Not Saved By Them 

Ephesians 2:10 doesn’t eliminate works. It places them correctly. 

“We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” 

Notice: 

• We don’t create the good works. 

• We don’t use them to earn salvation. 

• God creates us in Christ so that we can walk in them. 

Good works are the fruit of the new birth, not the root of it. 

A peach tree doesn’t produce peaches so it can become a peach tree. It produces peaches 
because it already is one. 

 

8. The Danger of Preaching Works-First Christianity 

When pastors or ministries teach salvation through effort, it leads to: 

• Pride (“I earned this”) 

• Fear (“Have I done enough?”) 

• Confusion (“Am I really saved?”) 

• Bondage (“I have to keep proving myself”) 

People begin to serve out of guilt instead of joy. They view God as a harsh taskmaster, not 
a loving Father. They burn out. They give up. Or they become Pharisees. 

But when you preach salvation first, then works: 

• People rest in Christ. 

• They obey from love, not pressure. 

• They grow out of relationship, not requirement. 

 

9. Grace Empowers Real Service 

Grace doesn’t make you lazy. It makes you grateful. 



“The grace of God… teaching us that, denying ungodliness… we should live soberly, 
righteously…” – Titus 2:11–12 

“I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me.” – 1 Corinthians 15:10 

Grace is not permission to sin—it is power to serve. But it must be received first. You 
cannot walk in power until you are born of the Spirit. 

And once you are saved, you will want to serve—not to be accepted, but because you 
already are. 

 

10. Conclusion: From Dead to Devoted 

Dead men can’t work. 

But once made alive by grace—everything changes. Your eyes open. Your hands move. 
Your heart beats for God. And your service flows from a place of joyful gratitude, not 
religious obligation. 

This is the glory of the gospel: 

• You’re saved by grace. 

• You’re kept by grace. 

• You’re called by grace. 

• And you serve in the strength of that grace. 

So don’t reverse the order. Don’t try to earn what’s already given. 

Start at the cross. Receive the life. Then walk in the works prepared for you—not to gain 
God’s love, but because you already have it. 

 

 

3 of 10: Grace vs. Works – The Fruit That Follows: How Works Confirm, Not Cause, 
Salvation 
“Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit… Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
them.” – Matthew 7:17, 20 
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it…” – Philippians 1:6 



 

Introduction: Evidence, Not Currency 

There is a great misunderstanding in Christian circles today—a confusion between fruit 
and payment, between evidence and requirement, between confirmation and 
causation. 

This confusion has birthed two dangerous doctrines: 

• On one side: people believe they must keep working to maintain their salvation. 

• On the other: some assume that no fruit is needed at all to prove genuine salvation. 

But Scripture is clear—works do not cause salvation, yet salvation always causes 
works. 

This third essay in the Grace vs. Works series will walk through the role of good works in the 
Christian life—not as currency to buy God's favor, but as evidence that grace is at work 
within. We'll refute the toxic cycle of performance-based assurance, examine how fruit is 
grown (not forced), and ground our confidence in God's power to produce what He 
begins. 

 

1. Salvation Is a Birth—Fruit Comes After Life Begins 

Let’s start at the beginning: You are born again by grace through faith (John 3:3, Ephesians 
2:8–9). That new birth creates a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17), and over time, that new 
life begins to show visible signs—fruit. 

“Every tree is known by his own fruit.” – Luke 6:44 

But here’s the key: the fruit doesn’t give life to the tree—it is the evidence that life is 
already present. 

A fruitless tree isn’t told to try harder. It’s either: 

• Not yet bearing because it’s immature. 

• Sick and in need of pruning. 

• Or dead, never having received life. 

Likewise, the believer doesn’t produce fruit to earn salvation—they produce fruit because 
they already have it. 



 

2. Works Confirm, Not Cause, Salvation 

“We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works…” – Ephesians 2:10 

Notice the sequence: 

1. We are created in Christ. 

2. Then we are led into good works. 

Salvation is the root, and works are the fruit. The Bible never says: 

• “Work to be saved.” 

• “Serve to stay saved.” 

• “Perform to prove your worth.” 

It says: 

• “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” – Acts 16:31 

• “He that hath the Son hath life.” – 1 John 5:12 

Works are not the cause of salvation. They are the natural result of grace at work. 

 

3. Fruit Is Grown, Not Forced 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…” – Galatians 5:22 

This is important: it’s called the fruit of the Spirit, not the fruit of the flesh. 

The believer doesn't strain to produce fruit in human effort. It grows from: 

• Abiding in Christ (John 15:5), 

• Walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16), 

• Being renewed in the mind (Romans 12:2). 

You don’t force apples out of a branch. The branch simply stays connected to the tree, and 
fruit comes in season. 

Some believers are in winter. 
Some are young saplings. 



Some are in pruning seasons. 
But if there is life in the root, fruit will come. 

 

4. Evidence, Not Earning: Understanding James 2 

James 2 is often cited to argue that works are required for salvation. But that 
misunderstands James’ point. 

“Faith without works is dead.” – James 2:26 

Is James teaching works salvation? No. He’s teaching that dead faith is not saving faith. 

James isn't saying that works create faith—he’s saying that genuine faith produces visible 
action. 

“Show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.” – James 
2:18 

You can say you have faith—but if your life never shows it, that faith is as useless as 
claiming to love someone you never talk to, help, or serve. 

Faith alone saves—but the faith that saves is never alone. 

 

5. God Is the One Who Produces the Fruit 

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it…” – Philippians 1:6 

The believer isn’t the vine—we are the branches. The life comes from Christ. The power 
comes from His Spirit. 

This gives hope to the struggling Christian: You are not the one keeping yourself alive. 
God is working in you. 

“It is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” – Philippians 
2:13 

We don’t produce works to impress God. We submit to Him, trust His Word, abide in His 
love—and fruit appears in due time. 

 

6. False Assurance: When Works Are Treated Like Currency 



Some Christians fall into the trap of performance-based assurance. 

They think: 

• “Did I read my Bible today?” 

• “Did I pray enough?” 

• “Have I overcome that sin yet?” 

And based on their answers, they determine whether or not they're saved. 

But this is a subtle return to works-based righteousness. 

Your assurance isn’t based on your performance—it’s based on God’s promise. 

“He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life…” – John 
5:24 

That’s a present-tense possession, not a future possibility. 

Works may confirm your salvation—but they are not the grounds of your assurance. The 
blood of Christ is. 

 

7. What Kind of Fruit Should Follow True Salvation? 

Fruit doesn’t always look flashy. It’s not platform ministry or big crowds. The Bible gives us 
very ordinary but powerful evidence of salvation: 

• A hunger for the Word (1 Peter 2:2) 

• Conviction over sin (John 16:8) 

• Love for others (1 John 4:7) 

• Desire to pray (Romans 8:15) 

• Growing humility and holiness (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

• Endurance under trial (James 1:12) 

• Long-term obedience (1 John 2:3) 

These aren’t things you fake for long. They emerge slowly but surely, not to prove your 
value—but because God is at work in you. 

 



8. What If I Don’t See Fruit Right Away? 

Growth takes time. Fruit isn’t always immediate. Some reasons why you may not see fruit 
yet: 

• You're still young in the faith. 

• You're in a dry or testing season. 

• You're not being fed truthfully. 

• You're disconnected from fellowship or obedience. 

But if you are saved—God will not leave you fruitless forever. 

Jesus said: 

“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth 
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” – John 15:2 

If you're His, He will prune, stretch, correct, and guide you—so that you bear fruit for His 
glory. 

 

9. A Word to the Legalist and the Lazy 

To the legalist: 
You don’t earn your place by works. Stop measuring your standing with God by your 
checklist. Let grace fuel your service—not fear. 

To the lazy: 
Grace is not an excuse to coast. If you’re saved, your life belongs to Christ. You’re His 
servant now. Fruit is not optional—it is your purpose. 

“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” – John 
15:8 

Let grace move you to action, not apathy. 

 

10. Conclusion: Fruit That Proves Life, Not Pays for It 

A fig tree doesn’t become a fig tree when it bears figs. 
It bears figs because it already is one. 



Likewise, the Christian doesn’t work to become a Christian. He works because he already 
is. 

Works are not currency to buy heaven. They are the receipt that heaven has already 
changed you. 

They confirm what God has begun. 
They glorify the One who saved you. 
And they grow over time—not perfectly, not always visibly, but inevitably. 

“Faith without works is dead.” – but real faith always works. 

 

 

4 of 10: Grace vs. Works – When James Meets Paul: Rightly Dividing Justification in 
Context 
“Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon 
the altar?” – James 2:21 
“For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God.” – 
Romans 4:2 

 

Introduction: A Tale of Two Justifications 

If you’ve spent any time studying the Bible or engaging in debates about salvation, you’ve 
probably come across this supposed contradiction: Paul says we’re justified by faith 
without works (Romans 4:5), while James seems to say we’re justified by works (James 
2:24). Which is it? 

The short answer: Both. 

But only when rightly divided. 

This fourth essay in the Grace vs. Works series tackles the tension between James and 
Paul. Rather than ignoring one in favor of the other, we’ll learn how to interpret both in 
context, recognizing that they are addressing different audiences, different issues, and 
different kinds of justification—one before God, and the other before men. 

When rightly divided, James and Paul do not contradict. They complement one another. 
Together, they reveal the full picture of a grace-filled life that saves by faith and shows it 
through fruit. 



 

1. The Alleged Contradiction: Paul vs. James? 

Let’s put the verses side-by-side: 

Paul (Romans 3:28): 
“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.” 

James (James 2:24): 
“Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 

If you read these superficially and out of context, it seems like James is undermining the 
very heart of the gospel Paul preached. But the contradiction dissolves when you ask the 
right questions: 

• Who are they talking to? 

• What problem are they addressing? 

• What kind of justification is being described? 

Context answers all. 

 

2. Paul’s Focus: Justification Before God 

Paul is writing to those who are either trying to earn salvation through the law or are 
confused about grace. His emphasis is clear: Justification before God is by faith alone. 

“To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness.” – Romans 4:5 

Paul uses Abraham as the prime example. In Genesis 15:6, Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted to him for righteousness—before he ever offered Isaac, and before he was 
circumcised. 

Paul is declaring that: 

• Salvation is a gift, not a wage (Romans 4:4–5). 

• Righteousness is imputed, not earned (Romans 4:6). 

• Works are excluded from justification (Romans 3:27). 

Paul’s audience is trying to get saved, and Paul is telling them: stop working, start trusting. 



 

3. James’ Focus: Justification Before Men 

James, on the other hand, is addressing a different issue. His audience are professing 
believers who claim to have faith, but whose lives show no evidence of it. 

“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can 
faith save him?” – James 2:14 

Notice: “though a man say he hath faith…” 
James is not arguing against true faith. He’s confronting false profession. 

James is showing that real faith is visible—not because it saves through works, but 
because genuine saving faith results in action. 

James’ point is: 

• You say you have faith? Prove it. 

• Not to God (He sees the heart), but to others. 

• Because faith that never moves, never acts, never grows—isn’t faith at all. 

 

4. Two Audiences, Two Contexts, One Truth 

Paul is addressing legalists. His emphasis: 

“You cannot be saved by your works.” 

James is addressing lax believers. His emphasis: 

“You cannot prove you’re saved without works.” 

Paul focuses on the root of salvation. 
James focuses on the fruit of salvation. 

Paul shows how the sinner is made right with God. 
James shows how the saved person demonstrates that righteousness to others. 

These two truths are not contradictory. They are complementary. 

 

5. Abraham: The Perfect Illustration 

Both Paul and James use Abraham, but they reference different events in his life. 



• Paul references Genesis 15:6 – when Abraham believed God’s promise and was 
counted righteous. 

• James references Genesis 22 – decades later, when Abraham offered Isaac as proof 
of his faith. 

“Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?” – 
James 2:22 

James is saying: Abraham’s mature faith was demonstrated through action. 

But notice: Abraham’s justification before God happened long before Isaac ever walked 
up that mountain. 

Paul uses Abraham to show how salvation begins. 
James uses Abraham to show how salvation behaves. 

 

6. Rahab: Another Clear Example 

James also uses Rahab. 

“Was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers?” – 
James 2:25 

When did Rahab get saved? The moment she believed Israel’s God was the true God 
(Joshua 2:9–11). 
But when was that faith proven? When she hid the spies and risked her life (Joshua 2:4–
6). 

Rahab’s actions did not save her—they revealed her faith to those around her. The same 
principle applies to every believer today. 

 

7. Faith and Works: Not Rivals, But Reflections 

It’s important to remember: Paul and James were friends, not foes. They were both filled 
with the Spirit. They were both preaching truth. 

They simply emphasized different aspects of the same salvation: 

• Paul emphasizes that faith saves. 

• James emphasizes that saved people live by faith. 



You don’t add works to faith to complete it. 
You demonstrate your faith by your works. 

A fruitless Christian life may indicate one of two things: 

• The believer is backslidden, in need of repentance and restoration. 

• The person is not saved at all, and their faith is counterfeit. 

James helps us discern the difference—not by calling us to earn salvation, but by 
challenging us to examine whether the fruit is real. 

 

8. False Teachers Use James to Reinforce Legalism 

Many modern false teachers twist James 2 to teach works-based salvation or insecure 
salvation. 

They say: 

• “If you don’t have enough works, you’re not saved.” 

• “If you still struggle with sin, your faith wasn’t real.” 

• “Salvation is by grace, but staying saved requires effort.” 

This is spiritual bondage. 

James never says works cause salvation. He says they accompany it. 

“I will shew thee my faith by my works.” – James 2:18 

Not for salvation. Not to earn favor. But as the visible result of invisible grace. 

 

9. The Dangers of Misinterpreting James 2 

If you mishandle James 2: 

• You will always live in fear. 

• You will doubt your salvation based on fluctuating performance. 

• You will think you must earn God’s approval daily. 

• You will rob the cross of its sufficiency. 

But when rightly divided: 



• James strengthens your walk, not undermines your rest. 

• You are encouraged to grow, not enslaved to guilt. 

• You realize that grace produces action, not anxiety. 

 

10. Conclusion: The Two Sides of One Coin 

Faith alone saves. 
But the faith that saves is never alone. 

Paul defends the foundation: salvation by faith. 
James defends the fruit: faith that works. 

• One justifies you before God (Paul). 

• One justifies you before men (James). 

Both are true. Both are needed. But only when rightly divided. 

In the courtroom of heaven, you are justified by grace through faith alone. 
In the courtroom of earth, others see the evidence through your obedience, love, and 
service. 

Never confuse the two. 

You don’t work for salvation. 
But once saved—real faith goes to work. 

 

 

5 of 10: Grace vs. Works – Two Mountains, Two Covenants: Why Law and Grace Don’t 
Mix 
“For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire… But 
ye are come unto mount Sion…” – Hebrews 12:18, 22 
“I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is 
dead in vain.” – Galatians 2:21 

 

Introduction: When Mountains Collide 



There are two mountains that rise like monuments throughout Scripture: Mount Sinai and 
Mount Calvary. One trembled with thunder, lightning, and fire. The other stood in silence 
as the Lamb of God was lifted up for sinners. One represents law and condemnation. The 
other, grace and redemption. 

And yet for centuries, religion has tried to build a bridge between these two mountains—
to mix law with grace, works with faith, Sinai with Calvary. 

But God never intended for them to mix. 

This fifth essay in the Grace vs. Works series explores why the Mosaic law, though glorious 
in its purpose, is not a partner to the gospel—it is a precursor and a contrast. We’ll walk 
through Galatians 3–5 and the book of Hebrews to understand why adding law to grace 
nullifies the gospel. We'll see how the two covenants serve different roles, point to 
different truths, and lead to different outcomes—and why we must choose one mountain, 
not straddle both. 

 

1. Mount Sinai: The Covenant of Law 

Mount Sinai is where God gave the Ten Commandments to Israel (Exodus 19–20). It was a 
holy moment, but also a terrifying one. 

“Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire… and 
the whole mount quaked greatly.” – Exodus 19:18 

The law came with: 

• Fire and smoke 

• Thunder and lightning 

• A command to keep distance (Exodus 19:12) 

It was holy—but it was unapproachable. The law revealed God's holiness, but it did not 
bring men near. 

Its message was: 

“Do this, and thou shalt live.” – Leviticus 18:5 

But Israel quickly learned—they couldn’t do it. 

“The law made nothing perfect…” – Hebrews 7:19 



Sinai showed what God required, but gave no power to obey. It was a mirror, not a ladder. It 
reflected righteousness but could not impart it. 

 

2. Mount Calvary: The Covenant of Grace 

Mount Calvary is where Jesus was crucified. Unlike Sinai, it had no thunder, no fire—just a 
broken body on a cross. 

And yet, this quiet hill accomplished what Sinai never could: 

• It fulfilled the law (Matthew 5:17) 

• It removed the curse (Galatians 3:13) 

• It brought sinners near (Ephesians 2:13) 

Calvary’s message is: 

“It is finished.” – John 19:30 

It speaks of mercy triumphing over judgment. Grace was poured out, not because we 
kept the law, but because Christ did. 

Sinai says: Work, or die. 
Calvary says: Believe, and live. 

 

3. Two Covenants, Two Purposes 

Paul contrasts these two mountains in Galatians 4, calling them two covenants: 

“For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia… But Jerusalem which is above is free…” – Galatians 
4:25–26 

Paul uses Sarah and Hagar as symbols: 

• Hagar (Mount Sinai): the law, bondage, flesh, earthly Jerusalem. 

• Sarah (Mount Calvary/Zion): the promise, freedom, Spirit, heavenly Jerusalem. 

He concludes: 

“So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of the free.” – Galatians 4:31 

You cannot be a child of both. You are either under the law or under grace. You cannot 
straddle covenants. To do so is to frustrate the grace of God (Galatians 2:21). 



 

4. Galatians: The Sharpest Rebuke Against Mixing Law and Grace 

The entire book of Galatians was written because believers were being taught that faith in 
Christ wasn't enough—they also needed to keep the law, especially circumcision. 

Paul's response is blistering: 

“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you…” – Galatians 3:1 
“Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” – Galatians 3:3 

He reminds them: 

• The Spirit came by faith (v.2) 

• Abraham was justified by faith (v.6) 

• The law brings a curse (v.10) 

• Christ redeemed us from that curse (v.13) 

Then Paul says something radical: 

“If ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.” – Galatians 5:2 

That’s not about circumcision itself—it’s about trusting in the law instead of grace. To add 
law to grace is to fall from grace (Galatians 5:4)—not because God leaves you, but 
because you’ve left the foundation of the gospel. 

 

5. Why the Law Was Given: To Drive Us to Grace 

The law is not evil. Paul calls it: 

• Holy (Romans 7:12) 

• Just and good (Romans 7:12) 

• Our schoolmaster (Galatians 3:24) 

But it has one main purpose: to reveal sin and point us to Christ. 

“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith.” – Galatians 3:24 

The law convicts, not cleanses. It exposes, but does not empower. It is the x-ray, not the 
cure. 



To turn back to law for righteousness is like asking the thermometer to heal the fever. It can 
diagnose—but it cannot deliver. 

6. Hebrews: A Better Covenant Has Come 

Hebrews is a masterclass in why the old covenant is obsolete. 

“For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second.” – Hebrews 8:7 
“In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old.” – Hebrews 8:13 

The old covenant: 

• Was mediated by Moses 

• Depended on man’s obedience 

• Had daily sacrifices that could never remove sin (Hebrews 10:1–4) 

The new covenant: 

• Is mediated by Christ 

• Depends on God's promise 

• Has one perfect sacrifice (Hebrews 10:10) 

To return to law is to: 

• Choose shadows over substance 

• Choose bondage over freedom 

• Choose Mount Sinai over Mount Calvary 

 

7. Mixing Law and Grace Destroys the Gospel 

Any system that says: 

• “You must keep the Sabbath to be saved.” 

• “You must be baptized to be justified.” 

• “You must keep commandments to remain saved.” 

…has left grace and embraced another gospel. 



“Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel… let him be accursed.” – 
Galatians 1:8 

Grace stands alone. It doesn’t need help. The moment you add works to the cross, you rob 
the cross of its power. 

 

8. Why People Keep Running Back to Sinai 

Even today, many Christians run back to law-based systems. Why? 

• Pride: Law gives man something to boast in. 

• Control: Religion prefers rules it can measure. 

• Fear: Law threatens punishment for non-compliance. 

• Tradition: People are taught to obey systems, not search the Scriptures. 

But the Spirit calls us to freedom—not to license, but to liberty in Christ. 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free…” – Galatians 5:1 

 

9. Grace Produces Holiness the Law Could Never Achieve 

The irony is this: when you live under grace, you actually grow in holiness far more than 
law ever produced. 

“Sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.” – 
Romans 6:14 

Grace: 

• Frees you from guilt 

• Empowers you to obey from love, not fear 

• Produces inward transformation, not external conformity 

When you serve God because you're already accepted, not trying to be accepted, the 
fruit is abundant, joyful, and lasting. 

 

10. Conclusion: Choose Your Mountain 



You must choose your mountain. 

You cannot live between Sinai and Calvary. You cannot say, “I’m saved by grace, but I must 
keep the law to stay in God’s favor.” 

Mount Sinai trembles. It warns. It crushes. 
Mount Calvary redeems. It finishes. It saves. 

• Sinai declares what man must do. 

• Calvary declares what Christ has done. 

Choose the mountain where grace flows. Choose the covenant sealed in blood, not stone. 
Choose the Savior who fulfilled the law—not the system that condemns you for breaking it. 

“For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” – John 1:17 

 

 

6 of 10: Grace vs. Works – Cain’s Religion: Why God Rejects Works-Based Worship 
“Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he 
him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.” – 1 John 3:12 
“Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain…” – Jude 11 

 

Introduction: The First False Religion 

Before there were temples, synagogues, cathedrals, or mosques... before men erected 
altars or chanted prayers... there were two brothers standing in a field. 

One brought a lamb. 
The other brought his labor. 
One brought blood. 
The other brought beauty. 
One followed God's instructions. 
The other followed his intuition. 

And in that moment, the divide between grace-based worship and works-based religion 
began. 

This sixth essay in the Grace vs. Works series will examine the story of Cain and Abel, not 
as a children’s tale, but as the root of two opposing systems—faith versus flesh, 
obedience versus invention, God’s way versus man’s attempt. 



Cain represents more than a murderer. He is the father of all who try to worship without 
blood, serve without regeneration, and approach God on their own terms. We’ll see why 
sincerity isn’t enough, how unauthorized worship is rebellion, and why God still rejects the 
"best" efforts of the flesh when grace is ignored. 

 

1. The Story: Genesis 4 – Two Offerings, Two Outcomes 

“And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an 
offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock…” – Genesis 
4:3–4 

Both brothers bring an offering to God. Both likely learned from their parents that God was 
to be approached through sacrifice. And yet, only one offering is accepted. 

“And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he 
had not respect…” – Genesis 4:4–5 

Why? 

Because Abel brought what God required. Cain brought what Cain preferred. 

Abel’s offering was bloody, symbolic of substitution, atonement, death. 
Cain’s offering was beautiful, symbolic of effort, creativity, human labor. 

God looked not only at the gift—but at the heart and obedience behind it. 

And when Cain's worship was rejected, he became angry—not repentant. 

“Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.” – Genesis 4:5 

Thus began the way of religion without redemption. 

 

2. Cain’s Offering: Beautiful, Sincere, but Rejected 

Let’s not miss this: Cain wasn’t an atheist. He wasn’t rebellious in the obvious sense. He 
brought an offering. He believed in God. He approached the altar. He was sincere. 

But sincerity isn’t salvation. 

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 
– Proverbs 14:12 

Cain’s worship was: 



• Well-intentioned, but self-centered. 

• Impressive, but unauthorized. 

• Sincere, but sinful. 

This is the essence of works-based religion: 

• It brings effort instead of blood. 

• It substitutes beauty for obedience. 

• It offers God something He never asked for. 

And because God is holy, He will not accept any substitute for the cross. 

 

3. Abel’s Offering: Bloody, Simple, Accepted 

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain…” – Hebrews 11:4 

Abel’s offering wasn’t superior because it was messier or more emotional—it was better 
because it was what God required. 

“Without shedding of blood is no remission.” – Hebrews 9:22 

Abel’s worship was: 

• Based on revelation, not assumption. 

• Rooted in faith, not flesh. 

• In obedience to God’s pattern, not man’s preference. 

This is the heart of grace-based worship: 
It comes God’s way, not yours. 
It trusts in substitution, not self-effort. 
It pleases God because it honors His Son. 

 

4. The Way of Cain: Alive and Well in Modern Religion 

“Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain…” – Jude 11 

Cain's religion didn’t die with him. It lives on in: 

• Sacramental systems that trust rituals over the Redeemer. 



• Prosperity gospels that offer fruit, but no cross. 

• Moralism that teaches behavior, but not blood. 

• Denominations that preach works, penance, or performance. 

These systems all say: 

• “Bring your best.” 

• “Try harder.” 

• “Be sincere.” 

But none of them preach substitutionary atonement. They reject the Lamb and trust the 
vegetables. 

And no matter how beautifully presented, God still says, “I have no respect unto it.” 

 

5. Why God Hates Works-Based Worship 

God hates works-based worship for several reasons: 

1. It Replaces Christ 

“If righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” – Galatians 2:21 
When you try to offer your own works, you declare the cross insufficient. 

2. It Elevates Pride 
Cain’s religion says, “Look what I’ve done.” Abel’s religion says, “Look what Christ has 
done.” 

3. It Rejects God’s Revelation 
God told Adam and Eve that fig leaves weren’t enough. He covered them with coats of 
skins—blood was required. Cain ignored that history. 

4. It Breeds Violence 
When works-based religion is challenged, it becomes hostile. 

“Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.” – Genesis 4:8 
The first martyr died not at the hands of a criminal—but a religious man offended that his 
offering was rejected. 

 

6. Sincerity Is Not Enough 



Cain was likely sincere. So are: 

• Buddhists meditating under trees. 

• Muslims praying five times a day. 

• Catholics lighting candles and taking Eucharist. 

• Charismatics chasing emotional experiences. 

But sincerity never equals salvation. 

“They have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.” – Romans 10:2 

God never said, “Just mean it.” He said, “This is my beloved Son… hear ye him.” (Matthew 
17:5) 

Faith that pleases God is not general spirituality. It is personal trust in God's specific 
provision: the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. 

 

7. The Only Worship God Accepts: Through the Blood of Christ 

Jesus said: 

“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” – John 
14:6 

There is one altar God respects: Calvary. 
There is one priest God receives: Jesus Christ. 
There is one righteousness that satisfies Him: the imputed righteousness of His Son. 

You can bring your prayers, penance, morality, tears, and achievements—but if you do not 
come by the blood of the Lamb, it is Cain’s religion all over again. 

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus…” – 
Hebrews 10:19 

 

8. Cain’s Anger, God’s Warning, and the Power of Repentance 

When Cain’s offering was rejected, God didn’t immediately punish him. He warned him: 

“If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the 
door.” – Genesis 4:7 



God offered Cain a chance to repent, to bring the right offering, to do it His way. 

But instead of repentance, Cain chose rage. Instead of offering a lamb, he slaughtered his 
brother. 

Works-based religion, when exposed, often turns violent. It kills the messenger when it 
can’t manipulate the message. 

 

9. Are You Trusting Cain’s Religion or Christ’s Cross? 

Every person reading this is standing in one of two places: 

• You are trusting your works, your prayers, your morality, your denomination. 

• Or you are trusting the blood of Jesus Christ alone. 

Cain's way leads to rejection, frustration, and judgment. 
Abel's way leads to grace, justification, and eternal life. 

You cannot blend the two. 
God does not accept spiritual smoothies. 
He rejects the mixed offering. He accepts the blood offering. 

 

10. Conclusion: From Cain to Christ—Choose the Lamb 

At the end of the day, this issue is not about worship styles, religious background, or 
denominational preference. 

It’s about approaching God His way, or yours. 

• Cain was the first religious man—and the first example of man-centered, self-
righteous worship. 

• Abel was the first man of faith—and the first martyr of grace. 

Jesus would come as the final Abel: 

“The blood of sprinkling that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” – Hebrews 12:24 

Cain's offering was rejected. Abel’s was accepted. 
But Christ’s offering? It satisfied the Father forever. 



So bring nothing but your need. 
Bring nothing but your trust. 
Bring nothing but the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world. 

Anything else is just fruit from the ground—and God will not have it. 

 

 

7 of 10: Grace vs. Works – Who Bewitched You? Exposing the Modern Galatian Heresy 
“O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth… Having 
begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” – Galatians 3:1–3 
“Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are 
fallen from grace.” – Galatians 5:4 

 

Introduction: The Spell of Works After Grace 

There is a subtle spell that spreads through churches—not through witchcraft or idols, but 
through legalism wrapped in religious language. 

It begins with grace. 
It celebrates the gospel. 
It preaches Christ crucified. 

But somewhere along the way, something changes. 

Grace becomes performance. 
Faith becomes effort. 
Assurance becomes anxiety. 
And the Christian begins living as if they were justified by Christ but sanctified by the law. 

This seventh essay in the Grace vs. Works series will unpack the message of Galatians—a 
thunderous warning against the heresy of returning to law. We will see how Paul exposes 
this drift and apply his sharp rebuke to modern churches who start in the Spirit but end up 
in the flesh, swapping liberty for bondage. 

The Galatian error is not ancient. It’s alive and well. And Paul’s question still echoes today: 
Who hath bewitched you? 

 

1. The Context of Galatians: A Church Drifting into Legalism 



Paul planted the churches in Galatia through preaching salvation by grace through faith. 
Gentiles were saved, filled with the Spirit, and rejoiced in liberty. 

But after Paul left, Judaizers crept in—teachers who insisted that faith in Christ wasn't 
enough. They said Gentiles had to: 

• Be circumcised (Galatians 5:2) 

• Keep the law of Moses (Galatians 3:10) 

• Observe feasts and special days (Galatians 4:10) 

Their message was this: 
“Yes, Jesus saves—but only if you add works.” 

Paul’s reaction was not soft. It was a spiritual explosion: 

“I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto 
another gospel.” – Galatians 1:6 

 

2. A Different Gospel Is a Damned Gospel 

“Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel… let him be accursed.” – 
Galatians 1:8 

Paul doesn’t tolerate “gospel tweaks.” He curses them. 
The moment you mix grace and law, you no longer have the gospel. 

• Grace + works = law 

• Faith + effort = flesh 

• Christ + commandments = confusion 

You don’t improve the gospel by adding to it—you destroy it. 

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” – Galatians 5:9 

 

3. Who Bewitched You? The Spiritual Nature of Legalism 

Paul’s question is haunting: 

“Who hath bewitched you?” – Galatians 3:1 



He calls it witchcraft—not literal spells, but a spiritual deception so subtle it feels like a 
curse. Legalism is not just bad theology—it’s demonic influence that twists the mind and 
blinds the soul. 

Legalism seduces believers to: 

• Trust in self over Spirit. 

• Boast in performance instead of the cross. 

• Rely on behavior instead of imputed righteousness. 

Paul rebukes them for leaving grace, as if they had been spiritually hypnotized. 

 

4. You Began in the Spirit—Now You’re Trusting the Flesh? 

“Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” – Galatians 3:3 

This is the core of the Galatian heresy—and the modern one, too. 

Many churches today begin by preaching: 

• Salvation is by faith! 

• Come just as you are! 

• Jesus paid it all! 

Then slowly, quietly: 

• “Are you really saved if you still sin?” 

• “You have to prove it by how much you read, tithe, serve, or suffer.” 

• “God may not accept you if you fail to perform.” 

People begin with freedom, and end in fear. 

Paul says: You were saved by grace. Are you now growing through effort? 
You were justified by the Spirit. Are you now being sanctified by the flesh? 

 

5. Law Brings a Curse—Grace Brings Liberty 

“As many as are of the works of the law are under the curse…” – Galatians 3:10 
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law…” – Galatians 3:13 



The law is perfect. The problem is us. 

Trying to live under law brings only: 

• Condemnation 

• Guilt 

• Shame 

• Insecurity 

• Performance-based anxiety 

Grace brings: 

• Peace (Romans 5:1) 

• Sonship (Galatians 4:7) 

• Liberty (Galatians 5:1) 

• Confidence in Christ 

To return to law is to voluntarily enter a prison Jesus already unlocked. 

 

6. Modern Forms of the Galatian Heresy 

Today, the Galatian heresy is not just found in Judaizers. It hides in pulpits and pews of 
many churches under familiar phrases: 

• “Yes, you're saved by grace—but you must maintain it by obedience.” 

• “If you don’t persevere in holiness, you never had true faith.” 

• “Faith saves, but without fruit you prove you're lost.” 

• “You're justified by grace, but sanctified by your discipline.” 

These phrases sound pious—but they subtly shift the focus from Christ to self. 

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free…” – Galatians 5:1 

 

7. The True Role of the Law 

Paul doesn’t hate the law. He places it in its proper context. 



“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ…” – Galatians 3:24 

The law: 

• Shows sin (Romans 3:20) 

• Condemns the guilty 

• Points to the need for a Savior 

But once you are in Christ: 

“We are no longer under a schoolmaster.” – Galatians 3:25 

Returning to the law after Christ is like repeating kindergarten forever. 
It’s moving backward, not forward. 

 

8. Grace Produces Fruit—Not Fear 

Legalists argue that grace will make people lazy. Paul argues that grace produces true 
holiness. 

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” – Galatians 5:16 

Fruit is not grown by fear—but by abiding in Christ. 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace…” – Galatians 5:22 

Paul shows that when grace reigns: 

• People love more deeply. 

• They serve freely. 

• They walk in the Spirit. 

• They are transformed from the inside out. 

 

9. Falling from Grace: What It Really Means 

“Ye are fallen from grace.” – Galatians 5:4 

This verse is often misused. It doesn’t mean someone lost their salvation. It means they 
departed from grace as their foundation and went back to law. 



You don’t fall from grace by sinning. You fall from grace by thinking your righteousness 
depends on you. 

Falling from grace is not moral failure—it’s doctrinal failure. 

And it leaves believers: 

• Insecure 

• Burned out 

• Unfruitful 

• Bitter 

• Constantly doubting salvation 

 

10. Conclusion: Stay Free. Stay Anchored in Grace. 

Paul closes Galatians with clarity and urgency: 

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…” – Galatians 6:14 

That’s the heartbeat of true Christianity: 

• Not in your works. 

• Not in your record. 

• Not in your discipline. 

• Not in your church activity. 

Only in the cross. 

The modern church needs to wake up to how deeply it has been bewitched. The spell 
must be broken. 

Grace is not step one. 
Grace is the only step. 
From salvation to sanctification to glorification—it is all of Christ, all of grace, all the time. 

So Paul shouts across the centuries: 

“Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?” 

Let your answer be loud and clear: 



“No. I will live, walk, and grow in grace.” 

 

 

8 of 10: Grace vs. Works – Work Out What God Worked In: The Right Role of Works After 
Salvation 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” – Philippians 2:12–13 
“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works...” – Ephesians 2:10 

 

Introduction: Not to Earn, But to Grow 

The grace that saves is also the grace that transforms. But for many believers, a key 
question remains: 

If salvation is by grace through faith alone, then what role do my works now play? 

We are not saved by good works—but we are certainly saved unto good works (Ephesians 
2:10). This distinction—simple in words, but vital in theology—separates the gospel from 
every false system of religion. 

This eighth essay in the Grace vs. Works series will clarify the believer’s post-salvation 
relationship to good works, especially through the lens of Philippians 2:12–13. We'll 
examine the difference between working for salvation and working from salvation. You'll 
learn why grace empowers—not eliminates—spiritual labor, and how obedience, 
discipline, and sanctification are rooted in what God has already done. 

This is not about earning. It's about exercising what’s already been deposited. It's about 
working out what God has already worked in. 

 

1. What Philippians 2:12–13 Really Teaches 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” 

This passage is often misunderstood. At first glance, it sounds like Paul is saying we are 
responsible for completing our salvation—but that contradicts the entire message of 
grace. 

Look closely: 



• Paul says “work out,” not “work for.” 

• Then he explains why: because God is already working in you. 

You can’t work out something that hasn’t first been worked in. 
You can’t draw water from an empty well. 
You can’t bear fruit without roots. 

The verb “work out” is the Greek katergazomai, which means to bring something to full 
expression or maturity. It’s like mining gold already in the mountain, or cultivating growth 
from a planted seed. 

 

2. What God Has Already Worked In 

When a person believes the gospel and trusts Christ: 

• They are justified (declared righteous). 

• They are regenerated (made alive spiritually). 

• They are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

• They are adopted as children of God. 

• They are sealed until the day of redemption. 

This is not a potential outcome. It’s an accomplished fact. 

“He that hath begun a good work in you will perform it...” – Philippians 1:6 

So what is our role? Not to earn these things, but to cooperate with God’s transforming 
power. To yield. To obey. To abide. 

You work out what God has already placed within you. 
You don't labor to be justified. You labor because you are justified. 

 

3. Grace Doesn’t Eliminate Effort—It Redirects It 

Many mistake grace for passivity. But true grace activates a believer. 

“But by the grace of God I am what I am… yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me.” – 1 Corinthians 15:10 



Paul says he labored “more abundantly” than others—but not in the flesh. He labored by 
grace. 

Grace does not say: 

• “Don’t try.” 

• “Just sit and soak.” 

• “God will do it all.” 

Grace says: 

• “You are free to serve.” 

• “You are empowered by the Spirit.” 

• “You are working from a foundation of acceptance.” 

The labor is real—but the motive is love, not fear. 
The work is hard—but the identity is secure. 

 

4. Works After Salvation: Five Biblical Purposes 

Let’s break down the biblical role of works after salvation. Why do believers work? 

1. To Glorify God 

“Let your light so shine before men... that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father...” – Matthew 5:16 

Our obedience and service put God’s character on display. It’s not about us. It’s about 
magnifying Him. 

2. To Confirm Growth 

“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.” – John 
15:8 

Good works are the evidence of the Spirit’s work—not the condition of salvation, but the 
confirmation of it. 

3. To Bless Others 

“We are created… unto good works… that we should walk in them.” – Ephesians 2:10 

We were saved to become a blessing. God’s grace flows through us, not just to us. 



4. To Battle the Flesh 

“Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” – Galatians 5:16 

Obedience and spiritual discipline help silence the old nature and starve the flesh. 

5. To Gain Eternal Rewards 

“Every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.” – 1 Corinthians 3:8 

Not salvation rewards—but service rewards. Your works, done in Christ, matter eternally. 

 

5. What “Fear and Trembling” Means for the Believer 

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling...” – Philippians 2:12 

This doesn’t mean live in terror that God will cast you out. You’re already secure in Christ. 

It means live with reverent humility, recognizing the weight of what God has entrusted to 
you: 

• The Spirit of God dwells in you. 

• You represent Christ on earth. 

• You have been saved from hell by blood. 

It’s not fear of losing salvation—it’s fear of wasting it. 

 

6. Co-Laboring, Not Co-Saving 

“We then, as workers together with him...” – 2 Corinthians 6:1 

The Christian life is not passive. We’re called to labor with God, not to gain righteousness, 
but to grow in it, walk in it, and multiply it. 

God provides: 

• The power (Philippians 2:13) 

• The will (Psalm 110:3) 

• The opportunity (Ephesians 2:10) 

We provide: 

• The surrender (Romans 6:13) 



• The obedience (Romans 12:1) 

• The diligence (2 Peter 1:10) 

This partnership is not equality—it’s grace-fueled obedience. 

 

7. The Danger of Confusing Justification with Sanctification 

Many fall into error by confusing: 

• Justification – once-for-all declaration of righteousness. 

• Sanctification – lifelong growth in holiness. 

When you confuse the two: 

• You start evaluating salvation by your performance. 

• You question assurance every time you fail. 

• You live with insecurity and pressure instead of joy and confidence. 

Justification is God’s finished work. 
Sanctification is God’s ongoing work in cooperation with your will. 

Never let your growth struggles make you doubt your salvation status. 

 

8. What Does “Working Out” Look Like Practically? 

Here’s what it looks like to “work out” what God has worked in: 

• Daily surrender: “Lord, I give you this day, my body, my thoughts, my goals.” 

• Bible study: Letting God renew your mind with truth (Romans 12:2). 

• Prayer: Aligning your heart with His will (Philippians 4:6–7). 

• Obedience: Saying yes when it's hard. 

• Repentance: Realigning when you fail. 

• Worship: Giving glory for every victory. 

• Service: Using your gifts for His body. 

These aren’t to gain acceptance. They are the fruits of already being accepted. 



 

9. The Spirit Empowers, Not Just Commands 

“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do...” – Philippians 2:13 

God doesn’t just command you to change—He works in you the desire and the ability to 
do it. 

• He gives you new affections. 

• He gives you new strength. 

• He gives you new priorities. 

Christian growth is not moral resolve. It is Spirit-enabled transformation. 

So when you work—do it in the energy of grace, not the exhaustion of flesh. 

 

10. Conclusion: Grow From Grace, Not Toward It 

The entire Christian life is summarized like this: 

Saved by grace. Growing by grace. Kept by grace. Rewarded by grace. 

We do not obey to earn. We obey because we are new creatures, filled with the Spirit, and 
destined to become conformed to Christ. 

“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” – 
Philippians 1:6 

So press on. Work hard. Labor in love. Fight the flesh. Run your race. 

But never forget: 
You are not working for God's approval—you are working from it. 
You are not trying to impress God—you are responding to His grace. 
You are not trying to become a child—you already are. 

Now act like it. 
Grow into what God has already declared over you. 
Work out what He worked in. 

 

 



9 of 10: Grace vs. Works – Losing What You Never Earned? Eternal Security in a Works-
Centered Age 
“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.” – John 10:28 
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.” – Philippians 1:6 

 

Introduction: Grace That Lasts or Grace That Leaks? 

We live in an age where Christianity is being redefined by performance. Many churches 
begin by preaching salvation by grace through faith, only to shift over time into fear-driven 
theology, where believers are led to ask: 

• “Am I still saved?” 

• “Did I lose it when I sinned?” 

• “What if I didn’t repent fast enough?” 

• “What if I die with unconfessed sin?” 

This kind of thinking is not rooted in the gospel of grace, but in a works-centered theology 
that subtly turns salvation into a contract rather than a covenant. 

This ninth essay in the Grace vs. Works series will defend the doctrine of eternal security—
also called Once Saved, Always Saved (OSAS). We’ll show that salvation is not a 
probationary period but a permanent possession, and we’ll expose the emotional and 
doctrinal manipulation behind the idea that salvation can be lost due to poor performance. 

If salvation is a gift you didn’t earn, then you cannot lose it through failure. The gospel is 
God’s work, not yours. And when God saves, He keeps. 

 

1. Eternal Life Is... Eternal 

Let’s start with the obvious but often overlooked truth: 

“I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish...” – John 10:28 

Eternal life is not temporary. It's not "eternal unless you mess up." If you could lose it, it 
would be conditional life, not eternal life. 



Jesus doesn't say, "I will loan them eternal life..." or "I will give them eternal life as long as 
they obey..." He says: 

“I give... and they shall never perish.” 

If “never perish” doesn’t mean never, then words have lost their meaning. 

 

2. You Didn’t Earn It—You Can’t Un-Earn It 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” – Ephesians 2:8–9 

If you didn’t earn salvation, how can you “lose” it through poor performance? 

The idea of losing salvation turns the gospel into a performance-based system: 

• If you obey enough, you stay saved. 

• If you sin enough, you lose it. 

That’s not grace. That’s probation. 
That’s not a Savior. That’s a supervisor. 

Salvation is not maintained by human effort, but by divine preservation. 

 

3. You Are Kept by the Power of God 

“Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation...” – 1 Peter 1:5 

You are not keeping yourself saved. God is keeping you saved. 

• You are sealed by the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30). 

• You are preserved in Jesus Christ (Jude 1). 

• You are His workmanship (Ephesians 2:10). 

• You are in Christ’s hand, and the Father’s hand (John 10:28–29). 

The power that raised Christ from the dead is the same power that keeps you from falling 
(Jude 24). 

If eternal security depended on your strength—you’d be lost in a week. But it depends on 
God’s strength, and He doesn’t fail. 



 

4. The “Loss of Salvation” View Is Rooted in Fear, Not Scripture 

Let’s be honest—many who teach that you can lose your salvation do so to: 

• Keep people in line 

• Control behavior 

• Preach fear-based motivation 

• Use guilt as a leash 

This is spiritual manipulation. 

The truth is, fear may produce conformity, but only grace produces transformation. 

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear...” – 1 John 4:18 

 

5. What About Hebrews 6 and Hebrews 10? 

These two chapters are the most commonly twisted passages used to “prove” loss of 
salvation. 

Let’s address both briefly: 

Hebrews 6:4–6 

“It is impossible… if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance...” 

This is not describing true believers losing salvation. It’s describing people who came close 
to the gospel, tasted of its blessings, and then rejected it permanently—like Judas, or 
those in John 6 who walked away from Christ. 

If Hebrews 6 taught loss of salvation, it also teaches you can’t get it back—yet those who 
misuse this verse often teach you can “regain” salvation through repentance. Their position 
contradicts the very text. 

Hebrews 10:26–29 

“If we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth...” 

This doesn’t say “after being saved”—it says “after receiving the knowledge.” This is about 
willfully rejecting Christ after understanding the truth, not about a believer slipping up. 

 



6. True Believers Can Stumble—But They Don’t Lose Their Status 

The Bible is full of saved people who stumbled: 

• Noah got drunk. 

• David committed adultery and murder. 

• Peter denied Christ three times. 

• Paul rebuked churches for major moral and doctrinal failures. 

Yet not once did God revoke their salvation. 

Why? Because salvation is not a lease—it’s a birth. 

“Ye must be born again.” – John 3:7 

You can’t be “un-born.” 
You can lose rewards (1 Corinthians 3:15), lose joy, lose fellowship—but not sonship. 

 

7. What About People Who “Fall Away”? Were They Ever Saved? 

“They went out from us, but they were not of us...” – 1 John 2:19 

Some people walk away from the faith—but the Bible explains it: they were never truly 
saved. 

They may have: 

• Prayed a prayer 

• Walked an aisle 

• Joined a church 

• Felt emotions 

But they were never regenerated. True salvation changes the heart. When a person is truly 
born again, the Spirit keeps them, disciplines them, and restores them. 

A backslider is not the same as an apostate. 
The backslider is a child in disobedience. The apostate is a goat who never was a sheep. 

 

8. Grace Teaches Godliness—Not Laziness 



Critics of eternal security say, “Well, if you tell people they can’t lose salvation, they’ll live 
however they want!” 

But Paul answered that in Romans 6: 

“Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid.” – Romans 6:1–2 

The grace that saves also sanctifies. 

• True grace produces gratitude, not rebellion. 

• True security inspires love, not license. 

“The love of Christ constraineth us…” – 2 Corinthians 5:14 

If someone claims OSAS and lives in unrepentant rebellion, they don’t need to lose 
salvation—they need to get saved for the first time. 

 

9. God Finishes What He Starts 

“He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” – 
Philippians 1:6 

The Christian life is God’s project: 

• He authors it. 

• He builds it. 

• He sustains it. 

• He completes it. 

If you could lose salvation, it would mean: 

• Christ’s blood wasn’t enough. 

• The Spirit’s seal wasn’t strong enough. 

• The Father’s promise wasn’t trustworthy. 

But praise God—He never fails. 

 

10. Conclusion: Rest, Rejoice, and Walk in Security 

Christian, if you have placed your full trust in the finished work of Jesus Christ, you are: 



• Forgiven (Colossians 2:13) 

• Sealed (Ephesians 1:13–14) 

• Justified (Romans 5:1) 

• Accepted (Ephesians 1:6) 

• Preserved (Jude 1) 

No performance, no stumble, no weakness can undo what God has done in Christ. 

So rest—not in yourself, but in Him. 
Rejoice—not in your record, but in His. 
And walk—not in fear, but in faith. 

You are not on probation. You are in position. 
You are not on thin ice. You are in Christ. 
You are not trying to hold on to God. He is holding you. 

“The gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” – Romans 11:29 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?... I am persuaded...” – Romans 8:35, 38–39 

 

 

10 of 10: Grace vs. Works – No Boasting Allowed: Why Only the Cross Gets the Glory 
“That no flesh should glory in his presence.” – 1 Corinthians 1:29 
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…” – Galatians 6:14 
“Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.” 
– Romans 3:27 

 

Introduction: Grace or Glory—You Can’t Have Both 

There are only two religions in the world: 

• One says do. 

• The other says done. 

Every man-made religion—whether clothed in robes, rituals, or revised theology—
ultimately exalts human effort. Even if God is involved, man is at the center. Something 
must be earned. Something must be maintained. Someone must prove their worth. 



But the gospel of Jesus Christ stands alone. It declares that: 

• Man is helpless. 

• God is holy. 

• Christ did everything. 

And therefore, no one gets the credit but Him. 

This final essay in the Grace vs. Works series will close with the most essential reason why 
salvation is all of grace: so no man can boast, and only the cross receives glory. We will 
expose the pride behind works-based systems, explain why self-righteousness is spiritual 
theft, and exalt the beauty of a salvation so perfect, all the credit belongs to the Lamb. 

 

1. Boasting Is the Native Language of Fallen Man 

From the moment Adam tried to cover himself with fig leaves, mankind has been inventing 
ways to appear righteous. 

Why? 

• Because pride cannot tolerate dependence. 

• Because fallen man wants to save himself—even if just a little. 

Pride is not just arrogance. In Scripture, it’s defined by boasting in oneself before God. 

“The proud in heart are abomination to the Lord…” – Proverbs 16:5 

Paul nails the root of human religion: 

“Where is boasting then? It is excluded.” – Romans 3:27 

If your theology allows any room for boasting—even subtle, spiritual boasting—you’ve left 
grace. 

 

2. Why Salvation by Works Always Leads to Pride 

Every works-based gospel produces pride—even in people who claim to be humble. 

Why? 
Because they inevitably say: 

• “I’m saved because I repented better.” 



• “I stayed saved because I obeyed more.” 

• “God knew I was serious.” 

• “I kept my covenant. I endured.” 

These statements may sound spiritual, but they place man at the center of redemption. 

In that system: 

• Christ starts it, but you finish it. 

• The cross opens the door, but you walk the tightrope. 

That’s not grace. That’s glorified moralism. 

 

3. The Gospel: All Grace, All Christ, All Glory to God 

“By grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves… not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” – Ephesians 2:8–9 

Paul doesn’t say “less boasting.” He says “no boasting.” 

Why? 
Because salvation is: 

• God’s plan (Ephesians 1:4) 

• Christ’s blood (1 Peter 1:19) 

• The Spirit’s seal (Ephesians 1:13) 

• The Father's drawing (John 6:44) 

• A gift (Romans 6:23) 

You contribute nothing but your sin. 

This is why Paul said: 

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ...” – Galatians 
6:14 

 

4. The Cross Is Offensive—Because It Cancels Human Achievement 



“We preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness.” – 1 Corinthians 1:23 

The cross offends religious people because: 

• It declares your best effort filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). 

• It rejects your resume and exalts Christ’s righteousness. 

• It crushes your pride and replaces it with dependency. 

That’s why every false system of religion—from Catholicism to Islam, Mormonism to 
modern moralism—minimizes the cross and magnifies human cooperation. 

They’ll say: 

• “Yes, Jesus saves—but you must keep yourself saved.” 

• “The cross cleansed you—but the law keeps you clean.” 

• “Grace is the door—but your behavior keeps you in the house.” 

That’s not offensive—it’s appealing to the flesh. 
But the true gospel kills the flesh. 

 

5. The Final Courtroom: Who Gets the Credit? 

Imagine standing before God in judgment. 
If He asked, “Why should I let you in?”—what would you say? 

Any answer that begins with “I…” is the wrong answer. 

• “I was baptized.” 

• “I lived a good life.” 

• “I repented enough.” 

• “I turned from sin.” 

• “I was serious about my faith.” 

No. The only right answer is: 
“Because Jesus died for me. He is my righteousness.” 

“He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” – 1 Corinthians 1:31 



 

6. The Thief on the Cross: A Test Case for Grace 

“Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” – Luke 23:42 

That thief: 

• Wasn’t baptized 

• Didn’t join a church 

• Had no chance to live a holy life 

• Never tithed, evangelized, or endured persecution 

Yet Jesus said: 

“Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” – Luke 23:43 

Why? 

Because salvation is not about performance. It’s about the Person of Christ. The thief’s 
faith in Jesus’ mercy was enough—because Jesus is enough. 

That thief will never boast. And neither will you. 

 

7. Paul’s Resume Was Better Than Yours—And He Counted It Dung 

“If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more…” – 
Philippians 3:4 

Paul had it all: 

• Circumcised 

• Hebrew of Hebrews 

• Blameless in the law 

• Zealous, moral, religious 

But he says: 

“What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ…” – Philippians 3:7 
“…and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ.” – Philippians 3:8 



Religion counts achievements. 
Grace counts Christ alone. 

 

8. Heaven Will Echo with One Song: Worthy Is the Lamb 

No one in heaven will be singing: 

• “I made it because I was faithful.” 

• “I did my part.” 

• “I proved I was serious.” 

The song of the redeemed is: 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain…” – Revelation 5:12 
“Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood…” – Revelation 5:9 

Heaven is filled with former failures, not former Pharisees. 

Every crown will be cast at His feet (Revelation 4:10)—because He gets all the credit. 

 

9. Why This Matters in a Works-Centered Age 

We live in a religious culture that is constantly repackaging: 

• Legalism as “discipleship” 

• Fear as “accountability” 

• Bondage as “obedience” 

• Guilt as “holiness” 

But true holiness flows from grace, not guilt. 
True obedience springs from love, not fear. 

“The love of Christ constraineth us…” – 2 Corinthians 5:14 

If you live trying to impress God, you will always wonder if you’ve done enough. 
If you live resting in what Jesus already did, you will work from joy—not for it. 

 

10. Conclusion: Throw Down the Crown and Lift Up the Cross 



We close this series with one truth: 

Salvation is all of grace, so all the glory goes to Christ. 

That means: 

• You don’t get the credit. 

• You don’t share the stage. 

• You don’t improve the gospel. 

• You don’t hold up your end. 

• You don’t deserve a single ounce of applause. 

And that’s exactly how it should be. 

The gospel humbles the proud and lifts the broken. 
It silences self-righteousness and shouts grace. 
It dethrones man and exalts the cross. 

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross…” – Galatians 6:14 

So Christian, throw down your crown. 
Confess your weakness. 
Abandon your resume. 
And glory only in the One who saved you by grace. 

 

Series Summary: Grace vs. Works – Ten Truths That Set You Free 

1. The Gift You Can’t Earn – Grace is unmerited, undeserved, unearned. 

2. Dead Men Can’t Work – Spiritual life must precede labor. 

3. The Fruit That Follows – Works confirm, not cause, salvation. 

4. When James Meets Paul – Faith alone justifies; works display it. 

5. Two Mountains, Two Covenants – Law and grace do not mix. 

6. Cain’s Religion – Man’s effort, not God’s way, always fails. 

7. Who Bewitched You? – Returning to law is spiritual deception. 

8. Work Out What God Worked In – We labor from grace, not toward it. 



9. Losing What You Never Earned? – Eternal security is guaranteed. 

10. No Boasting Allowed – All glory goes to the cross. 

May this series forever silence your striving and amplify your adoration. 

To God alone be the glory. 

 

 

Grace vs. Works – Conclusion: The Battle Is Won, Now Stand Free 

The war has been raging since Eden—when man first tried to cover his sin with leaves 
instead of looking to the Lamb. 

It raged at Sinai, where the law thundered judgment. 
It raged in Galatia, where legalists tried to bind the free. 
It raged in Rome, in Jerusalem, in Corinth—and it rages still today. 

But the battle is not one we must fight to win. It is one we must stand in, fully armed, 
fully assured, and fully free. For the cross has already declared the final verdict: 

“It is finished.” (John 19:30) 

This series has walked through ten strategic fronts in this ancient conflict between grace 
and works. We have exposed false gospels, silenced legalistic fear, lifted the weary 
believer’s head, and reminded the proud that no flesh will glory in His presence. 

The message is clear, unwavering, and glorious: 

Salvation is all of grace. From first breath to final rest. From justification to 
glorification. From the cross to the crown. 

 

Ten Pillars to Remember 

1. Grace is a gift, not a wage. You didn’t earn it—you received it. 

2. Faith is not a work. It is trust in the finished work of another—Jesus Christ. 

3. Works follow salvation—they never produce it. Fruit confirms life; it never causes 
it. 

4. Justification is before God; works are before men. James and Paul do not 
contradict—they complement. 



5. Law condemns; grace transforms. Sinai reveals the standard. Calvary fulfills it. 

6. False worship is beautiful but deadly. Like Cain, many bring what God never asked 
for—and it’s still rejected. 

7. Legalism is a spiritual spell. The Galatian heresy still blinds modern churches. 

8. We work out what God has worked in. Sanctification is empowered, not earned. 

9. Eternal life cannot be lost. What you didn’t earn, you cannot lose. You are kept. 

10. Only the cross gets the glory. No boasting. No pride. No “I did my part.” Only Jesus. 

 

A Call to the Church: Preach Grace Unchained 

Too many pulpits have tried to tame grace—fearful that liberty will lead to laziness. But the 
Bible says the opposite: 

“The grace of God… teaches us that, denying ungodliness… we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly…” 
(Titus 2:11–12) 

Grace doesn’t make sin safe. It makes holiness possible. 
Grace doesn’t lower the bar. It raises the soul. 
Grace doesn’t excuse sin. It eradicates its penalty and empowers a new walk. 

So preach it with fire. Defend it with boldness. Live it with joy. 
Never trade grace for control, fear, or tradition. 

 

To the Weary, the Backslider, the Performers, and the Proud 

If you are tired of measuring up—come rest. 
If you feel like you’ve fallen too far—come home. 
If you’ve tried to earn what’s freely offered—lay it down. 
If you’ve trusted in your goodness—repent, and cling to His. 

There is no sinner so guilty that grace cannot cleanse. 
There is no saint so faithful that grace is not needed. 

We all kneel at the foot of the cross—equal, unworthy, and eternally loved. 

 



Final Charge: Let Grace Be Your Atmosphere 

Let grace shape your worship. 
Let grace infuse your prayers. 
Let grace free your service. 
Let grace remove your fear. 
Let grace slay your pride. 
Let grace build your home. 
Let grace teach your children. 
Let grace govern your church. 
Let grace flow from your life like a river. 

And above all, let your lips be always ready to say: 

“Not I, but Christ.” 
“Not my righteousness, but His.” 
“Not works, but grace.” 
“Not performance, but promise.” 
“Not me—but the cross.” 

 

“Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness.” 
– Romans 4:4–5 

This is grace. Let no one steal it from you again. 
This is your freedom. Now stand fast in it. 
This is the end of boasting—and the beginning of glory. 

To the cross, forever. 
To Christ, alone. 
Amen. 

 


