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Series Introduction – Steven Furtick Exposed: The Gospel According to Hype 

“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ.” – 2 Corinthians 11:13 (KJV) 

He’s not just a preacher—he’s a performer. A showman. A brand. 

Steven Furtick has become one of the most influential figures in modern Christianity, with 
Elevation Church attracting millions and Elevation Worship saturating global playlists. But 
beneath the fog machines, designer sneakers, and shout-back sermons lies something 
more dangerous than most realize: a false gospel cloaked in charisma. 

This isn’t just about style—it’s about substance that’s missing. This isn’t a harmless shift 
in tone—it’s a wholesale replacement of truth with theatrics. What Furtick represents is 
a growing epidemic in the Church: the triumph of emotion over exegesis, affirmation over 
atonement, and self over the Savior. 

In this five-part exposé, we pull back the curtain on the machine that draws millions in but 
fails to deliver the truth that sets men free. 

We’ll expose: 

• The entertainment-driven worship culture that hijacks genuine reverence 

• The disturbing rise of self-deification and misused affirmations 

• The manipulation of Scripture to fuel emotional highs rather than spiritual growth 

• The seduction of youth through pop culture, style, and surface-level theology 

• And how the Apostle Paul—our benchmark for sound doctrine—never preached 
like this 

This isn’t a personal attack—it’s a biblical alarm. If we love the Church, we must call out 
the wolves—even when they smile, flex, and quote half a verse. 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet…” – Isaiah 58:1 



This is not Elevation. It’s exposure. 
This is not hype. It’s heresy. 
This is not just Steven Furtick—it’s the spirit of this age, and it’s time we confront it. 

Steven Furtick—Exposed. 
Let the truth begin. 

 

 

1 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – Elevation or Deception? Exposing the Hype Machine 

“For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” – John 12:43 (KJV) 

Welcome to Elevation Church—home of lights, cameras, fog machines, emotionally-
charged music, and thunderous applause. But behind the high production value and high-
energy delivery lies a critical question for every Bible-believing Christian: Is this 
elevation... or deception? 

Steven Furtick has become one of the most recognizable celebrity pastors in America. With 
bulging biceps, dramatic stage entrances, and a crowd that reacts more like fans at a 
concert than saints in a sanctuary, Furtick has mastered the art of religious hype. But 
emotional momentum is not evidence of spiritual power. And crowd size is not 
confirmation of God’s presence. 

This exposé pulls back the curtain on the Elevation hype machine—an entertainment-
driven ministry model that prioritizes performance over preaching, reaction over 
repentance, and celebrity over Christ. If there’s ever been a time to test the spirits, it is 
now. 

 

I. The Rise of Steven Furtick and the Culture of Spectacle 

Steven Furtick founded Elevation Church in 2006 with just 14 people. Today, it's a multi-
campus megachurch with millions of online viewers and a brand that has become 
synonymous with modern worship culture. 

But from the very beginning, Elevation’s growth strategy was built not around expository 
preaching, but around experience-driven worship, motivational messages, and 
emotional spectacle. Furtick is less a pastor and more a motivational performer—
emoting on stage, flexing confidence, and often quoting himself in sermon slides. 



Elevation's services are tightly scripted, from lighting cues to worship setlists, designed to 
deliver a carefully engineered emotional arc. There’s no room for the Spirit’s leading—
because the production already determines the experience. 

The danger? It feels powerful. But it’s not biblical. 

 

II. Emotional Hype ≠ Holy Spirit Power 

Furtick has mastered the art of the emotional build-up—escalating music, shoutbacks 
from the crowd, and punchy phrases timed perfectly with lighting shifts. But this isn’t 
preaching. This is emotional manipulation. 

The Bible speaks of preaching as: 

• “By the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” – 1 Corinthians 1:21 

• “Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” – 2 Timothy 4:2 

Furtick’s messages are often light on doctrine, heavy on personal stories, catchphrases, 
and life hacks. He delivers slogans like: 

• “You have the power to declare your future!” 

• “God can’t be explained, He has to be experienced!” 

• “You are not what you did, you are what you survived!” 

While these statements excite the crowd, they lack theological clarity and often blur the 
lines between man and God. The Holy Spirit convicts of sin and exalts Christ. Emotional 
hype centers on you and magnifies the preacher. 

 

III. Crowd Response as a False Metric of Truth 

One of the greatest deceptions in modern Christianity is the idea that loud crowds = 
spiritual effectiveness. 

But the Bible says: 

“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false 
prophets.” – Luke 6:26 



At Elevation, the crowd is often on its feet before a sermon even begins. Audience 
members shout, dance, wave their arms, and even repeat Steven Furtick’s phrases in 
unison. It feels powerful, but it is manufactured response, not spiritual transformation. 

Jesus never relied on the crowd’s energy to validate His message. In fact, He often said 
things that caused the crowds to leave (John 6:66). True preaching doesn’t just excite—it 
divides (Matthew 10:34). It pierces (Acts 2:37). It confronts sin (2 Timothy 3:16). 

Furtick’s hype-driven delivery drowns out the convicting call of the cross. 

 

IV. The Dangerous Role of Celebrity Culture 

Steven Furtick is not just a preacher—he’s a brand. 

His face is everywhere—books, worship videos, social media reels. His wardrobe is 
curated, his image is tightly controlled, and his platform has become less about pastoring 
and more about performing. 

The Bible warns: 

“Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth…” – Proverbs 27:2 

But Furtick is often seen quoting himself in his slides, sharing fan edits of his own sermons, 
and publicly praising his own leadership. Elevation Church even published coloring books 
of Steven Furtick for children. That’s not shepherding—that’s self-exaltation. 

Paul said: 

“For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord…” – 2 Corinthians 4:5 

The celebrity culture around Furtick distracts from Christ. The congregation talks more 
about Steven than about Scripture. 

 

V. Scripted Services and Controlled Responses 

In leaked internal documents, Elevation Church outlined how to strategically position 
people in the congregation to start standing, clapping, and cheering—so others would 
follow. It’s called response culture, and it’s designed to manufacture revival energy 
whether or not the Spirit is moving. 

This is performance psychology—not biblical worship. 

In the Bible, when people responded to God, they: 



• Fell on their faces (Leviticus 9:24) 

• Wept over sin (Ezra 10:1) 

• Repented publicly (Acts 2:38) 

At Elevation, the response is always celebration—never contrition. It’s about energy, not 
examination. The hype machine ensures that the service never slows down long enough for 
people to feel conviction. 

That’s not revival. That’s rehearsed religion. 

 

VI. Scripture Bending to Fit the Moment 

Furtick’s sermons are known for taking liberties with Scripture. He often: 

• Reads partial verses to fit his point 

• Uses modern paraphrases that remove doctrinal clarity 

• Applies Old Testament stories as personal empowerment metaphors 

• Replaces theological context with emotional application 

This is not exegesis. This is manipulative storytelling using the Bible as a prop. 

In one sermon, Furtick said, “God broke the law for love”—a statement blasphemous on 
its face. God cannot sin. God cannot break His own law. But when hype overrides holiness, 
statements like this go unchecked. 

 

VII. Worship as Performance, Not Praise 

The Elevation Worship team is one of the most influential in the world. Their songs top 
charts and fill arenas. But worship is not judged by sound quality—it is judged by truth 
content and spiritual posture. 

Much of Elevation’s music is: 

• Emotionally charged 

• Doctrinally vague 

• Centered on personal breakthrough, not the cross 



It draws listeners into a musical experience, not a reverent posture of worship. Add the fog 
machines, lights, and strategic key changes, and the line between praise and 
performance is erased. 

But Jesus said: 

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” – John 
4:24 

If worship is built on hype, then worshippers leave with a high, not holiness. 

 

VIII. Elevation’s Theology of Self 

Furtick’s preaching often exalts man, not Christ. You hear more about your story, your 
breakthrough, your future, than about Christ crucified, risen, and coming again. 

Popular quotes include: 

• “You already have the power inside you.” 

• “It’s in you!” 

• “I am…” (leading into self-affirmations) 

The focus is you. Your pain. Your dreams. Your elevation. 

Contrast that with Paul: 

“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” – 
1 Corinthians 2:2 

Self-help theology cannot save. Hype cannot sanctify. Only the gospel of Christ can. 

 

IX. The Fruit of the Hype Machine 

Let’s evaluate the spiritual fruit: 

• Doctrinal confusion – Listeners can’t explain salvation, justification, or 
sanctification. 

• Carnal entertainment – People attend for the music and vibes, not for the Word. 

• Emotional dependency – Faith is equated with how the service felt. 

• Self-centered Christianity – Worship is about personal feelings, not God’s glory. 



This is not harmless innovation. This is a replacement gospel wrapped in fog and LED 
lights. 

 

X. A Return to the Real Gospel 

The Church doesn’t need another hype cycle. It needs: 

• Expository preaching 

• Reverent worship 

• Doctrinal clarity 

• Holiness over hype 

• Conviction over crowds 

Paul warned: 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine… and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth…” – 2 Timothy 4:3–4 

That time is now. And Elevation is Exhibit A. 

 

Conclusion: Exposing the Engine 

Steven Furtick may believe he’s elevating Christ—but what he’s truly doing is elevating 
emotion, ego, and experience. The hype machine is loud, polished, and impressive—but 
it lacks the only thing that matters: truth. 

The world doesn’t need another spiritual influencer. 
It needs preachers who tremble at the Word (Isaiah 66:2). 

This exposé is not written out of envy, but out of urgency. Because the longer the Church is 
distracted by hype, the more it drifts from holiness. 

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their 
transgression…” – Isaiah 58:1 

We’ve pulled back the curtain. 
Now it’s up to the Church to respond. 

 



 

2 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – I Am God Almighty? Blasphemous Claims and Twisted 
Texts 

“Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without knowledge?” – Job 38:2 (KJV) 

There are few moments in modern Christianity as spiritually disturbing as the time Steven 
Furtick declared from the pulpit: 

“I am God Almighty!” 

Yes—he said it. And it wasn’t satire. It wasn’t sarcasm. It wasn’t a passing slip. It was 
delivered in a climactic moment of a sermon where emotion, music, and manipulation 
crescendoed into something unmistakably blasphemous. 

In this essay, we address the second—and perhaps most spiritually dangerous—pillar of 
the Steven Furtick exposé: his habitual twisting of Scripture and his God-complex 
theology that shifts the center of Christianity from Christ to the self. 

While Elevation Church wraps it all in sleek media and worship music, the message being 
broadcast is clear: God is not holy and separate, He’s a version of you—and you are a 
version of Him. 

This is not boldness. This is blasphemy. And it must be confronted with Scripture, clarity, 
and courage. 

 

I. The Blasphemous Statement Heard Around the Internet 

In a sermon titled “It Works Both Ways,” Steven Furtick shouted to his audience: 

“God said, ‘I AM,’ to Moses. You know what it means when God said ‘I AM’? I AM is 
whatever you need. I AM is everything. God said, ‘I AM.’ And YOU ARE! I AM is in YOU! And 
so when you say, ‘I am…’ — I am strong, I am confident, I am healthy, I am blessed’ — 
YOU’RE AGREEING WITH GOD.” 

And then came the climax: 

“I am... God Almighty.” 

The crowd erupted. But the heavens did not. Because that was not revelation—it was 
rebellion. 



To speak as God, exalt oneself as God, or to blur the line between Creator and creature 
is exactly what got Lucifer cast out of heaven: 

“I will ascend... I will be like the most High.” – Isaiah 14:14 

That’s not inspiration—that’s imitation of the serpent’s original lie: 

“Ye shall be as gods…” – Genesis 3:5 

 

II. The Subtle Theology of Self-Deification 

Furtick’s statement wasn’t an isolated accident—it was the natural fruit of a theology that 
subtly exalts man to divine status. His preaching often emphasizes: 

• “God is in you” – not in the biblical sense of indwelling by the Holy Spirit, but in a 
pantheistic, identity-blurring way. 

• “You already have resurrection power in you” – without the context of salvation, 
sanctification, or submission to the Spirit. 

• “Speak your future” – as though your words carry divine authority. 

• “I am…” affirmations – encouraging people to use God's covenant name (I AM) to 
self-declare blessings, strength, and confidence. 

This theology is not new. It echoes New Age mysticism, Word of Faith heresy, and 
Luciferian self-exaltation. 

Biblical Christianity says: 

• “He must increase, but I must decrease.” – John 3:30 

• “Not I, but Christ liveth in me.” – Galatians 2:20 

• “Thou art God alone.” – Psalm 86:10 

Furtick’s version reverses that. In his world, you are the central figure. And that makes it 
another gospel entirely (Galatians 1:6–9). 

 

III. Misquoting God to Magnify Man 

One of the hallmarks of Steven Furtick’s preaching is his consistent eisegesis—reading 
into the Bible what he wants it to say, rather than drawing out what it actually says. 



Let’s examine three prime examples of twisted texts used to support his God-complex 
theology: 

1. Genesis 1 – “God said… and it was” 

Furtick often says: 

“God creates by speaking, and you were made in His image. So you can create with your 
words.” 

But Genesis 1 doesn’t give humans creative authority. God’s words created from nothing 
(ex nihilo). We are not omnipotent. To teach that humans create reality like God is not just 
error—it’s idolatry. 

2. Exodus 3 – “I AM that I AM” 

Furtick claims: 

“God told Moses ‘I AM.’ So when you say, ‘I am blessed,’ you’re speaking as God.” 

But “I AM” is God’s covenant name—not a phrase for humans to hijack. It is a declaration 
of His eternal self-existence, not a template for personal pep talks. 

3. Ephesians 3:20 – “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” 

Furtick preaches: 

“The power is in YOU!” 

But he ignores the context: the power is GOD’S, and it works in surrendered believers 
through the Holy Spirit, not the ego. 

Twisting Scripture to elevate self is exactly what Satan did in Matthew 4 when tempting 
Jesus. When Furtick does it, it’s not creative—it’s demonic. 

 

IV. Elevation Church’s Doctrine of “Letting God Be God in You” 

Furtick has frequently praised T.D. Jakes as his mentor, and it shows. Jakes is known for 
preaching a quasi-modalist, Word of Faith theology where God is sometimes reduced to a 
force inside you, rather than a holy sovereign King who rules outside of you. 

Furtick echoes this with statements like: 

• “When you speak in faith, you’re releasing God.” 



• “God is limited by your faith.” 

• “You activate the miracle by declaring it.” 

• “Jesus could not perform miracles because of unbelief… so your faith determines 
God’s ability.” 

This isn’t Christianity. This is Word of Faith heresy repackaged in hip clothes with a fitness 
coach delivery. 

It’s the same poison as Kenneth Copeland, Benny Hinn, and Creflo Dollar—but dressed 
in skinny jeans, stadium lighting, and a Spotify playlist. 

 

V. From Motivation to Manifestation: The New Age Crossover 

Furtick’s use of affirmations like: 

• “Speak it until you see it.” 

• “I declare victory!” 

• “It’s already done in heaven, now claim it on earth.” 

…bears striking resemblance to manifestation theology—a core tenet of New Age belief 
systems, not biblical faith. 

In the New Age, people are taught that the universe is listening, and your words and 
vibrations create your reality. 

In Elevation’s gospel, God becomes your assistant, waiting for you to say the right words 
so He can bless you. 

That is not submission to a sovereign Lord—it’s manipulation of a spiritual system for 
personal gain. 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain…” – Exodus 20:7 

Furtick’s teaching turns God’s name “I AM” into a self-serving formula. That is the very 
definition of taking it in vain. 

 

VI. Theological Narcissism: Making Man the Message 

When Furtick preaches, the spotlight rarely lingers on Christ. It quickly pivots to you: 



• Your pain 

• Your storm 

• Your calling 

• Your destiny 

• Your story 

Sermons often sound like TED Talks with a few Scripture slides sprinkled in. The “Jesus” 
mentioned is mostly a motivational mascot, not the crucified and risen Lord. 

Compare that to Paul’s focus: 

“I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” – 1 
Corinthians 2:2 

Furtick’s doctrine glorifies self-image. Biblical doctrine glorifies Christ’s image. 

 

VII. Elevation’s Silence on Sin and Hell 

When was the last time you heard Steven Furtick: 

• Preach on sin? 

• Call for repentance? 

• Warn of hell? 

• Teach on God’s wrath? 

You haven’t. Because his gospel doesn’t need those truths. In Furtick’s framework, 
people are not dead in trespasses—they’re just discouraged. They don’t need 
repentance—they need reminders of their potential. 

But the Bible says: 

“All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” – Romans 3:23 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” – Luke 13:3 
“The wages of sin is death…” – Romans 6:23 

Steven’s silence on sin is not a style choice. It’s a strategic omission—one that makes 
room for self-deification without the barrier of conviction. 

 



VIII. The Eternal Danger of a God-Complex Gospel 

This isn’t just about wording. This is about souls. 

A gospel that tells people: 

• “God is in you.” 

• “You have the same power.” 

• “You can speak your future.” 

…is a gospel that will lead many to hell believing they were saved—when they never heard 
the true gospel at all. 

Salvation is not: 

• Believing in yourself. 

• Declaring your victory. 

• Finding your inner “I AM.” 

Salvation is: 

• Recognizing your sin. 

• Repenting before a holy God. 

• Trusting the shed blood of Jesus Christ alone. 

Any gospel that skips that path is another gospel—and under a divine curse (Galatians 
1:8–9). 

 

IX. What Real Preachers Do 

Real gospel preachers: 

• Exalt Christ, not self 

• Teach the Bible accurately, not creatively 

• Call for repentance, not self-love 

• Guard God’s name, not misuse it 

• Warn about hell, not hide it 

Real gospel preachers fear God more than they crave applause. 



“Let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” 
– James 3:1 (NKJV) 

Furtick’s stage show is slick, but it’s leading the flock off a cliff. 

 

Conclusion: From “I AM” to “I’m Done” 

Steven Furtick didn’t just cross a line—he obliterated it when he claimed the name of God 
for himself. His ministry preaches a gospel that is spiritually dangerous, emotionally 
deceptive, and doctrinally bankrupt. 

This is not just error. It is open blasphemy—and it has no place in the Body of Christ. 

You cannot claim the title “I AM” and still claim to preach the true gospel. 

You cannot distort God’s Word and remain faithful to His Son. 

You cannot promote the self and say you're led by the Spirit. 

 

So we draw the line. 

If you follow Steven Furtick, flee. 
If you pastor like him, repent. 
If you’ve been seduced by the “I AM gospel,” return to the Christ of Calvary. 

Because the real “I AM” said: 

“Before Abraham was, I AM.” – John 8:58 

And when He said it, the people picked up stones—not to praise, but to stone Him (John 
8:59). 

Today, false preachers steal that name—and the crowds cheer. 

But God has not changed. 
And He will not be mocked. 

 

 

 



3 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – Emotion vs. Exegesis: When Feelings Replace 
Doctrine 

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” – 
Jeremiah 17:9 (KJV) 

The modern church has a problem. A serious one. It's not a lack of sound systems, social 
media savvy, or trendy sermon series. It's a heart problem—literally. In churches like 
Elevation, the heart has replaced the Word. Feelings have replaced facts. And emotional 
responses have overtaken exegesis—the careful, contextual interpretation of Scripture. 

At the center of this movement is Steven Furtick, whose preaching style is the 
embodiment of this shift. He doesn’t teach the Word—he performs with it. He doesn’t 
divide the Scriptures rightly—he stirs up emotion with select soundbites. His sermons 
often sound more like a concert crescendo or a locker-room pep talk than a message 
grounded in truth. 

This essay takes aim at one of the most spiritually corrosive elements of Furtick’s ministry: 
the consistent elevation of emotional experience over biblical exposition. And it’s not 
just bad hermeneutics—it’s spiritual sabotage. 

 

I. Understanding the Terms: Emotion vs. Exegesis 

Let’s define what we’re talking about. 

• Emotion is not inherently bad. God gave us emotions. They can help us respond to 
truth with joy, conviction, gratitude, and awe. 

• But when emotion becomes the foundation, rather than the result of biblical truth, 
we’ve got a serious problem. 

• Exegesis, by contrast, is the practice of drawing the original, intended meaning out 
of a Bible passage—based on grammar, context, and comparison with other 
Scripture. 

Biblical preaching flows like this: 

Text → Truth → Transformation → Response 

Furtick’s model reverses the order: 

Emotion → Story → Hype → Misused Text 



And in the process, people are moved, but not matured. They’re shouting, but they’re not 
sanctified. 

 

II. The Feelings Factory: Elevation’s Engine 

Walk into any Elevation service, and you’ll see it immediately: 

• Dimmed lights 

• Slow-building piano pads 

• Close-up camera cuts on emotionally reacting worshipers 

• Furtick walking out with intense eyes, often silent before speaking 

By the time he opens his Bible—if at all—the audience is primed to feel something. But 
what they’re feeling isn’t necessarily the work of the Spirit—it’s manufactured 
emotionalism. 

Everything is engineered to trigger: 

• Tears 

• Laughter 

• Shouting 

• Goosebumps 

• Applause 

The danger? Those responses often have nothing to do with the actual meaning of 
Scripture. They’re reactions to performance, not preaching. 

 

III. Furtick’s Sermon Construction: A Masterclass in Manipulation 

Let’s break down how Steven Furtick structures a typical sermon: 

1. Personal Story or Relatable Crisis – "I was depressed…" or "I had a fight with 
Holly…" 

2. Emotional Hook – Engages pain, loneliness, fear, or shame 

3. Half-quoted Verse – Usually from a modern paraphrase like The Message 



4. Catchphrase – “If the tomb is empty… anything is possible!” 

5. Crowd Stirring – “Touch three people and tell them, ‘It’s coming!’” 

6. Mood Music Under Preaching – Keeps the emotional high running 

7. Repeated Shout Lines – “Say it again!” “He’s not done yet!” “Won’t He do it?” 

8. Affirmation Blitz – “You are strong, you are chosen, you are powerful…” 

Where’s the doctrine? Where’s the gospel? Where’s the cross? 

It’s buried beneath a pile of applause breaks and soundboard cues. It’s not preaching—it’s 
orchestration. 

 

IV. The Biblical Warning Against Emotional-Only Religion 

The Bible warns us not to trust feelings: 

“He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool…” – Proverbs 28:26 
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.” 
– Proverbs 14:12 

Emotion must be subjected to truth—not the other way around. 

The Bereans were noble, not because they cried, but because they searched the 
Scriptures daily to see if the things Paul said were true (Acts 17:11). 

Jesus never manipulated emotion. In fact, He often said things that chased the emotional 
crowd away (John 6:66). 

 

V. Misusing Scripture for Maximum Feelings 

One of the most damaging habits of Furtick’s preaching is his selective use of Bible verses 
to serve the emotional atmosphere. 

Here are just a few examples: 

1. Psalm 23 – “Yea though I walk through the valley...” 

Furtick emphasizes “through the valley,” then leaps into a motivational riff: 

“God’s bringing you THROUGH! Don’t die in the valley! The blessing is on the other side!” 



The context? David’s confidence in God’s presence in trials, not a guarantee of personal 
breakthrough. Furtick uses it to stir emotions, not teach doctrine. 

2. Luke 1 – Mary’s calling 

Furtick once preached: 

“Mary wasn’t just blessed—she was stressed! And so are you! But what’s in you is holy!” 

He twisted Mary’s miraculous role in birthing the Messiah into a metaphor for birthing your 
own dreams. 

That’s not exegesis—that’s narcissistic allegory. 

 

VI. Worship Sets the Stage for Emotional Manipulation 

Elevation Worship isn’t just a band—it’s part of the emotional infrastructure. 

Songs are often built around repetitive choruses designed to whip up the crowd: 

• “I’m gonna see a victory…” 

• “You never lost a battle…” 

• “I am who You say I am…” 

But ask yourself: Where’s the atonement? Where’s the holiness? Where’s the blood of 
Christ? 

Most of the songs are about personal triumph, not Christ’s finished work. And by the 
time Furtick starts preaching, the audience has been emotionally primed for feel-good 
theology, not doctrinal precision. 

 

VII. Exegesis in Scripture: What Real Preaching Looks Like 

Let’s contrast this with biblical preaching. 

In Nehemiah 8, Ezra stood on a wooden pulpit, read from the Law, and gave the sense of it 
so people could understand (v. 8). What followed? 

• Conviction 

• Weeping 

• Worship 



In Acts 2, Peter preached Jesus crucified, citing Joel, Psalms, and explaining repentance. 
The people were pricked in their hearts—not emotionally hyped, but spiritually 
convicted. 

Biblical preaching is text-first. Furtick’s preaching is emotion-first. And that shift is deadly. 

 

VIII. Crowd Participation = False Confirmation 

Furtick thrives on audience reaction. He feeds off: 

• Standing ovations 

• Shouting matches 

• Call-and-response 

• Chants of his slogans 

But crowd response is not a test of truth. 

“Am I therefore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” – Galatians 4:16 

Jesus was crucified by a crowd. Paul was stoned by one. The prophets were hated by their 
crowds. 

Biblical preaching rarely gets applause—because it cuts. 

Furtick builds a stage that demands ovation. Jesus built a cross that demands repentance. 

 

IX. When Emotion Becomes Idolatry 

When feelings become the filter through which truth is judged, you have made emotion a 
god. 

You hear it in phrases like: 

• “I just feel like God’s saying…” 

• “I didn’t feel anything during that message…” 

• “That worship gave me chills—so I know it was powerful.” 

This is a dangerous lie: 

“If I feel it, it’s true.” 



But truth is true whether or not it moves you emotionally. 

Furtick has discipled a generation to crave emotional impact more than biblical insight. 
They don’t say, “That taught me.” They say, “That gave me goosebumps.” 

 

X. The Result: A Church That’s Hyped but Hollow 

What does all this emotionalism produce? 

1. Biblical Illiteracy – They don’t know the Bible. They know punchlines. 

2. Doctrinal Confusion – They can't explain justification, but they can recite slogans. 

3. Addiction to Atmosphere – Without the hype, their “faith” fades. 

4. Resistance to Truth – Sound doctrine feels boring compared to Elevation’s 
adrenaline. 

5. Disciples of Furtick, not Christ – They quote the preacher more than the 
Scriptures. 

The Church doesn’t need energy. It needs exegesis. 

 

Conclusion: Tear Down the Emotional Stage and Build an Altar of Truth 

This exposé isn’t anti-emotion. God created emotion. It can glorify Him when submitted to 
truth. 

But when emotion replaces Scripture—when crowd noise replaces conviction—when 
mood music replaces the Spirit—it’s not church anymore. 

It’s spiritual theater. 

Steven Furtick has turned the pulpit into a platform, the Word into a weapon of 
manipulation, and the crowd into a co-performer. 

But the real gospel doesn’t need music, fog, or crescendos. 
It needs a preacher who trembles at God’s Word. 

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort…” – 2 
Timothy 4:2 

Let the music fade. Let the lights dim. Let the emotionalism stop. 



And let the Word of God speak. 

This is Essay 3 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – Emotion vs. Exegesis. 
And we’re not done yet. 

 

 

4 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – The Youth Magnet: Pop Culture Meets Pulpit 

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears.” – 2 Timothy 4:3 
(KJV) 

There’s a new blueprint for church growth in modern evangelicalism—and Steven Furtick 
wrote it in neon lights. It’s sleek. It’s loud. It’s trendy. It speaks Gen Z fluently. It’s Elevation 
Church—and it’s become the youth magnet of the megachurch movement. 

But what’s drawing young people in isn’t a deeper hunger for the Word of God. It’s not 
reverence. It’s not repentance. It’s relatability. Entertainment. Emotional validation. It’s 
the blending of pop culture and the pulpit into a hybrid that looks like church, sounds like 
church, but is often devoid of the gospel. 

This exposé takes aim at the fourth—and perhaps most seductive—pillar of Steven 
Furtick’s platform: his ability to draw the next generation into church without bringing 
them into Christ. It's not a revival—it’s a rebrand. 

Let’s break it down. 

 

I. The Strategic Targeting of Youth Culture 

Steven Furtick has said plainly: 

“We’re not trying to be a church for church people.” 

That sounds good at first—until you realize what he actually means is that Elevation 
Church has deliberately modeled itself after secular entertainment platforms to 
become attractive to a generation raised on YouTube, TikTok, and Spotify. 

From the style of worship to the cadence of Furtick’s speech, everything about Elevation is 
algorithm-friendly. Services are bite-sized, meme-ready, and quotable. 



Youth aren’t coming to Elevation because they’re being convicted of sin. 
They’re coming because it looks like a concert and feels like therapy. 

 

II. The Aesthetic of Rebellion, Not Reverence 

The modern Elevation aesthetic is clean, moody, dramatic, and stylized. 
You don’t see pulpits—you see platforms. 
You don’t hear hymns—you hear synth-heavy anthems. 
You don’t see robes—you see ripped jeans. 

What does this communicate? 

• God is cool. 

• Church is fun. 

• Jesus is relatable. 

• You don’t have to change—just vibe with the message. 

This is not accidental. This is marketing psychology, built to capture the attention of a 
generation that doesn’t read Scripture but scrolls Reels. 

But church is not meant to feel like a backstage pass at Coachella. 

“Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” – Psalm 2:11 

You won’t hear that verse in an Elevation youth service. It doesn’t “hit” right. 

 

III. Sermons That Sound Like Pop Psychology 

Furtick’s messages are masterfully delivered—structured like inspirational monologues, 
not biblical sermons. His tone, metaphors, and slang are straight from Twitter threads and 
TikTok influencers. 

Common themes include: 

• “You’re enough.” 

• “God wants to do something new in you.” 

• “Don’t let your haters stop your destiny.” 

• “What’s in you is greater than what’s against you.” 



These lines draw cheers, reposts, and affirmation—but they are often divorced from 
Scripture’s actual intent. 

Young listeners walk away feeling inspired, but not instructed. 

They are emotionally stirred, but theologically starved. 

 

IV. Elevation Worship: The Soundtrack of the Movement 

Perhaps the strongest magnet for young people at Elevation isn’t Furtick—it’s Elevation 
Worship. 

With Billboard hits, Grammy nominations, and billions of streams, Elevation Worship is 
arguably the most influential “Christian” band in the world. 

But what are they teaching? 

• God is mostly there to fight your battles. 

• You are powerful and victorious. 

• You are unstoppable because He is with you. 

Rarely do you hear: 

• The call to repentance 

• The doctrine of substitutionary atonement 

• The fear of God 

• The cost of discipleship 

It’s emotional elevation, not theological foundation. 

And when the music stops, the doctrinal void remains. 

 

V. The “Come As You Are, Stay As You Were” Model 

Steven Furtick’s approach to youth isn’t just about drawing them in—it’s about keeping 
them comfortable. 

• No talk of hell 

• No warnings of judgment 



• No call to holiness 

• No mention of the wrath of God 

Young people are taught that God loves them, has a plan for them, and wants to do 
something big in their lives—but they’re not told they are sinners under wrath who must be 
born again. 

Furtick may reference Jesus, but the cross is backgrounded, and the crown of self is 
placed on the listener’s head. 

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” – John 3:3 

This is not optional—but at Elevation, it’s often omitted. 

 

VI. Pop Culture References Replace Scripture 

Furtick constantly references: 

• Pop music 

• Sports stars 

• Movie lines 

• Hashtag phrases 

• Social trends 

He uses them to draw parallels, build rapport, and keep things “relatable.” 

But the Apostle Paul said: 

“And I, brethren, when I came to you… determined not to know any thing among you, save 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” – 1 Corinthians 2:2 

Furtick wants to “meet them where they are,” but never walks them to the foot of the 
cross. 

Instead, the culture becomes the sermon’s anchor, and Scripture becomes the seasoning. 

That’s backwards. 

 

VII. Youth Empowerment Over Gospel Humility 



One of the most dangerous messages Steven Furtick sends to youth is the idea that they 
are already empowered. He’ll say: 

• “It’s in you.” 

• “You already have what you need.” 

• “God’s just waiting for you to speak it.” 

But that’s not what the Bible teaches. 

“I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing…” – Romans 7:18 
“Without me ye can do nothing.” – John 15:5 

The gospel doesn’t empower the flesh—it crucifies it. 

But Furtick preaches a motivational gospel where God’s role is to amplify your potential, 
not put your old man to death. 

 

VIII. The Identity Gospel vs. the Blood of Christ 

Much of Elevation’s message is identity-focused. The sermons teach youth to declare: 

• “I am chosen.” 

• “I am blessed.” 

• “I am enough.” 

• “I am victorious.” 

While these phrases may be true in a narrow biblical context, Furtick rarely defines how a 
person becomes those things. 

The blood of Christ, the doctrine of justification, and the necessity of repentance are 
not part of the message. 

Youth are given a crown with no cross, an identity with no indwelling Holy Spirit, and a 
victory with no vicarious atonement. 

It’s theology by affirmation, not by revelation. 

 

IX. Discipling a Generation to Worship Themselves 

The fruit of this movement is visible on social media: 



• “Jesus is my hype man.” 

• “Self-love is holy.” 

• “God just wants you to win.” 

• “You can’t break me, I’m anointed.” 

This is spiritual narcissism wrapped in Christian lingo. 

It is the fulfillment of 2 Timothy 3:2–5: 

“For men shall be lovers of their own selves… having a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof.” 

Furtick disciples youth to feel spiritual while remaining worldly. 
They’re taught how to feel better, but not how to be born again. 

 

X. The Real Gospel: What the Youth Need 

What today’s generation needs is not another Christian influencer. 
Not another Instagrammable sermon quote. 
Not another night of fog machines and pop hooks. 

They need: 

• The gospel of the cross 

• The holiness of God 

• The weight of sin 

• The glory of Christ 

• The power of regeneration 

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature…” – 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Youth don’t need a hype man. 
They need a herald of truth. 

 

Conclusion: Elevation or Manipulation? 

Steven Furtick has built the most seductive church in America for young people—not 
because he preaches the Bible, but because he performs like the culture. 



The next generation is not being led to Jesus. 
They’re being led to a stylized version of themselves. 

It looks good. It feels good. But it’s spiritually empty. 

The magnet is strong. 
The message is shallow. 
The danger is eternal. 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…” – Hosea 4:6 

It’s time to speak up. 
It's time to preach up. 
It’s time to pull the youth out of spiritual simulation and into genuine salvation. 

This is Essay 4 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – The Youth Magnet: Pop Culture Meets 
Pulpit. 

The stage is flashing. 
But the gospel is missing. 

And the next generation is paying the price. 

 

 

5 of 5: Steven Furtick Exposed – Paul Never Preached Like This: A KJV Comparison 

“But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 
man.” – Galatians 1:11 (KJV) 

If the Apostle Paul walked into Elevation Church today, he wouldn’t recognize what’s being 
preached. Not the message. Not the method. And certainly not the motive. 

Because Paul never preached like this. 

He never walked out to fog machines, rode waves of applause, or delivered punchline-
laced speeches with a live band playing beneath his sermons. He never played to the 
crowd, shouted affirmations, or turned the gospel into a self-help mantra. 

He preached Christ crucified—unapologetically, unflinchingly, and often to his own peril. 
And what he preached is a far cry from what Steven Furtick delivers weekly at Elevation 
Church. 



This final essay in the Steven Furtick Exposed series will draw a direct line-by-line 
comparison between Furtick’s preaching and Paul’s, measured by the timeless standard 
of the King James Bible. The differences are not style. They’re substance. And the divide is 
not minor—it’s eternal. 

Let’s open the Scriptures. 

 

I. The Message: Christ-Centered vs. Self-Centered 

Paul’s Gospel: 

“For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” – 
1 Corinthians 2:2 
“But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness…” – 1 Corinthians 1:23 

Paul’s entire ministry was focused on Jesus Christ—His death, burial, resurrection, and 
Lordship. His letters, sermons, and epistles elevate Christ, not the crowd. 

Furtick’s Message: 

“God’s gonna blow your mind.” 
“It’s already in you.” 
“You are powerful.” 
“I am… God Almighty.” (Yes, he said it.) 

Furtick’s messages consistently elevate the individual. The spotlight is not on Christ 
crucified—but you energized, affirmed, and empowered. 

In Paul’s sermons, the sinner is low and Christ is high. 
In Furtick’s, the sinner is a misunderstood superhero needing encouragement, not 
redemption. 

 

II. The Tone: Sober Boldness vs. Hyped Theater 

Paul’s Tone: 

“Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men…” – 2 Corinthians 5:11 
“I am crucified with Christ…” – Galatians 2:20 
“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” – Acts 20:27 



Paul’s tone is grave, eternal, and deeply aware of judgment. He’s urgent, not 
performative. His letters weep over sin and plead for purity. 

Furtick’s Tone: 

• Swagger 

• Shouting 

• Crowd control commands (“Touch three people and say...”) 

• Slick phrasing and humor 

• Strategic pauses for applause 

His sermons are a performance, not a proclamation. 

Paul feared God. Furtick fears being irrelevant. 

 

III. The Content: Doctrine vs. Emotional Drive 

Paul’s Sermons: 

His epistles are doctrinal treaties: 

• Romans: Justification by faith 

• Galatians: Liberty from law 

• Ephesians: The mystery of the Church 

• 1 Thessalonians: The rapture 

• 1 Corinthians: The resurrection 

Even his preaching in Acts is filled with Scripture quotations, typology, and calls to 
repentance. 

Furtick’s Sermons: 

Most sermons feature: 

• Personal stories 

• Empowerment quotes 

• Misused Old Testament narratives 

• No repentance, no substitution, no doctrine 



He says things like: 

“God broke the law for love.” 
“I am God Almighty.” 
“Jesus sinned to relate to you.” (Yes, he actually implied this.) 

Paul preached repentance and doctrine. 
Furtick preaches emotion and affirmation. 

 

IV. The Authority: Divine Revelation vs. Crowd Response 

Paul’s Preaching: 

“But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.” – 
Galatians 1:11 
“For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” – Galatians 1:12 

Paul didn’t preach to please men. He preached from divine authority, even if it got him 
stoned or imprisoned. 

Furtick’s Authority: 

Furtick regularly says: 

• “I just feel like God is saying…” 

• “I declare…” 

• “I prophesy this over your life…” 

• “I wrote this sermon just for YOU today.” 

The authority isn’t Scripture. It’s how the audience reacts. 

Furtick often measures truth by crowd response, not biblical exegesis. 

 

V. The Fruit: Disciples vs. Dependents 

Paul’s Fruit: 

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” – 1 Corinthians 11:1 
“And the things that thou hast heard of me... commit thou to faithful men, who shall be 
able to teach others also.” – 2 Timothy 2:2 



Paul produced doctrinally grounded, Christ-centered disciples who were persecuted for 
the gospel. 

Furtick’s Fruit: 

• Fans 

• Followers 

• Hashtag sharers 

• Emotion-driven “believers” with no doctrinal root 

You can fill an arena with emotionally stirred people, but you can only make a disciple 
with sound doctrine and the Word of God. 

 

VI. Paul’s View of Himself vs. Furtick’s Self-Projection 

Paul: 

“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?” – Romans 
7:24 
“But by the grace of God I am what I am…” – 1 Corinthians 15:10 

Paul gloried in weakness, knowing that strength comes from Christ alone. 

Furtick: 

“I am God Almighty.” 
“You have the same power as Jesus.” 
“Don’t shrink—flex.” 

Furtick projects power, status, and celebrity. His sermons point people to themselves. 

Paul pointed people to Christ alone. 

 

VII. The Cross in Preaching: Center vs. Casual Mention 

Paul: 

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ…” – Galatians 6:14 
“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures…” – 1 Corinthians 15:3 



Paul’s message is drenched in the atoning work of the cross. He magnifies the blood, the 
death, and the resurrection. 

Furtick: 

The cross is mentioned vaguely, often as a backdrop for breakthrough: 

• “Because Jesus got up, you can get up!” 

• “The tomb is empty, so you’re not stuck!” 

There’s little to no exposition of penal substitution, no mention of wrath satisfied, and 
no call to repent and believe in the crucified Savior. 

Furtick’s cross is a motivational symbol, not a substitutionary sacrifice. 

 

VIII. Paul’s Warnings vs. Furtick’s Flattery 

Paul: 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine… and avoid them.” – Romans 16:17 
“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 
of Christ.” – 2 Corinthians 11:13 

Paul warned of false teachers, wolves, and coming apostasy. 

Furtick: 

Rarely—if ever—calls out false doctrine. Instead, he partners with: 

• T.D. Jakes (modalist) 

• Joel Osteen (prosperity gospel) 

• Bethel-affiliated artists (New Apostolic Reformation) 

Furtick praises celebrity Christians but won’t warn his youth audience about hell, heresy, 
or the wrath to come. 

Paul’s preaching guarded the sheep. 
Furtick’s preaching gathers the goats. 

 

IX. The Bible Version Issue: Clarity vs. Confusion 



Paul wrote Scripture by the inspiration of God. Today, we are called to preach and study 
using a Bible that preserves God’s words faithfully. 

The King James Bible: 

• Word-for-word translation from formal equivalence 

• Built from the Textus Receptus 

• Preserves theological terms like justification, propitiation, sanctification 

• Reverent in tone, rich in doctrine 

Furtick’s Bible Usage: 

• Prefers The Message (a paraphrase, not a translation) 

• Rarely shows full context 

• Skips doctrinal depth 

• Quotes partial verses to fit slogans 

This contributes to a shallow, emotion-led movement rather than truth-led 
transformation. 

 

X. The Verdict: Another Gospel 

Paul warned: 

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel… let him be accursed.” – 
Galatians 1:8 

The gospel Furtick preaches is: 

• Man-centered 

• Emotionally engineered 

• Doctrinally deficient 

• Devoid of repentance 

• Focused on affirmation, not substitution 

That’s another gospel. 

And it doesn’t matter how many people say they “felt God” during the service. 



If the gospel preached is not the one Paul preached, it saves no one. 

 

Conclusion: Paul Would’ve Rebuked This Movement 

If Paul entered Elevation Church, he wouldn’t share the stage. 

He would do what he did in Antioch, Corinth, Athens, Ephesus: 

He would preach Christ crucified. He would call for repentance. He would expose the 
false gospel. And he would plead for their souls. 

Steven Furtick may have the crowd. 
But Paul had the commission. 

Furtick may have millions of views. 
But Paul had the marks of the Lord Jesus. 

Furtick may build a brand. 
But Paul built the Body of Christ through suffering, sacrifice, and the sword of the Spirit. 

If you’re attending Elevation, or following Furtick—this is your warning: 

Paul never preached like this. Jesus never taught like this. The Holy Spirit never moved 
like this. 

Walk away before it’s too late. 
Because eternity is too long to be wrong. 

 

 

Series Conclusion – Steven Furtick Exposed: A Gospel Replaced, A Generation at Risk 

“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” – Acts 20:27 (KJV) 

We’ve reached the end of this exposé, but the implications are just beginning. 

Five essays. 
Five layers of deception. 
One inescapable truth: 

Steven Furtick is not preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



He’s preaching the gospel of hype. A message where emotion replaces doctrine, pop 
culture replaces Scripture, and self replaces the Savior. And while stadiums are filled 
and streams keep climbing, one terrifying question must be asked: 

Where is the cross? 

The gospel Furtick delivers is loud but empty. 
Motivating but misleading. 
Powerful—but not unto salvation (Romans 1:16). 

It is a gospel after man, not after God (Galatians 1:11–12). 
It creates fans, not disciples. 
It elevates the brand, not the blood. 

 

This series has shown: 

• Furtick’s self-deification and blasphemous theology 

• The replacement of exegesis with emotional theatrics 

• A youth-targeted entertainment model that hides the true gospel 

• A complete divergence from how Paul—and any biblical preacher—proclaimed 
Christ 

And yet many remain unaware, because Elevation is designed to make you feel something 
before you believe anything. And that’s the danger. It gives you an experience, but not the 
truth that can save. 

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” – John 8:32 

This isn’t about hating a man. This is about loving the truth. Because when truth is 
replaced, Christ is removed. And when Christ is removed, only condemnation remains. 

 

   A Final Warning to the Church 

If you're a pastor mimicking this model—repent. 
If you're a believer caught in this deception—come out. 
If you're a youth lured by the lights—look to the Light of the world (John 8:12). 
If you're unsure—test the spirits (1 John 4:1). 

God isn’t impressed with charisma. He’s looking for consecration. 



“They that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” – John 4:24 
Not in fog. Not in slogans. Not in flexed biceps and fire emojis. 

Truth matters. The Bible matters. The gospel matters. And eternity is too long to be wrong. 

 

   Sound the Alarm, Not the Applause 

This series was written because millions are clapping for sermons that are leading them to 
hell. 
Because emotions are being stirred, but souls remain unregenerate. 
Because it’s possible to go to Elevation Church every Sunday… and never hear the true 
gospel. 

The music will fade. 
The stage lights will dim. 
The brand will collapse. 

But the Word of the Lord will stand forever (Isaiah 40:8). 

This is your call to separate. 
This is your charge to stand. 
This is your moment to decide which gospel you follow. 

 

This has been: Steven Furtick Exposed. 
The curtain is pulled back. 
The hype is over. 
Now comes the judgment of truth. 

“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith…” – 2 Corinthians 13:5 

Amen. 

 


