
The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation 

Series 1-33 

By Paul Tackett 

VerseQuest Ministries 

 

The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / Introduction: The 
Apostle Who Saw It All 

The Apostle John stands in a category of his own. He was the disciple whom Jesus loved, 
the only apostle who stood at the foot of the cross, the first to reach the empty tomb, and 
the last to write Scripture. He penned five books of the New Testament—The Gospel of 
John, 1, 2, and 3 John, and the Book of Revelation—each distinct in purpose, yet bound 
by a unified voice and divine vision. 

John’s writings are not merely historical; they are theological pillars, anchored in the 
person of Jesus Christ. His Gospel presents Christ as the eternal Word made flesh. His 
epistles defend truth, expose deception, and clarify the believer’s identity. His Revelation 
unveils the Lamb who was slain and will reign forever. 

Yet rarely do readers harmonize these writings together. What happens when you trace 
John’s themes—light, truth, love, eternal life, and antichrist—across all five books? What 
does the Gospel’s emphasis on belief reveal when compared to the Epistles’ focus on 
discernment, or the Revelation’s vision of final judgment and triumph? 

This series, The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation, sets out to 
answer those questions. 

 

Why This Series? 

Because John didn’t just write about Jesus—he knew Him. He leaned on His chest, 
watched Him die, saw Him risen, and heard His voice like thunder in exile. To follow John’s 
testimony is to walk from Galilee to Patmos, from the upper room to the throne room, 
and from the foot of the cross to the New Jerusalem. 

We often study Paul’s epistles in sequence and rightly divide them doctrinally. We analyze 
Peter’s writings to understand suffering and sanctification. But few have dared to connect 
the sweeping vision of John’s Gospel, the guardrails of his epistles, and the prophetic 
precision of Revelation into one continuous, Spirit-led witness. 



 

What You’ll Find in These Essays: 

• A clear view of Jesus Christ as the Son of God, from the cradle to the crown 

• The spiritual warfare between truth and deception—rooted in John’s warnings 
about antichrists 

• The call to abide, love, walk in the light, and overcome the world 

• The unveiling of the Holy Spirit’s ministry through John’s teaching on the Comforter 
and anointing 

• The climactic arrival of Christ in power and glory, judged in contrast with a world 
under the spirit of error 

Each essay builds upon the next, moving you chronologically and thematically through the 
harmony John orchestrated—by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

 

What Is the Goal? 

To know the Son, to love the truth, and to abide until He comes. 

We are living in the last time—just as John warned. The spirit of antichrist is not only 
coming; it is already in pulpits, politics, philosophies, and platforms. This series will equip 
you with a sharpened sword, a grounded heart, and a heavenly vision. 

So open your Bible. Open your eyes. Open your heart. 

And let the Testimony of John speak for itself. 

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you…” – 1 John 1:3 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds…” – Revelation 1:7 
“These are written, that ye might believe…” – John 20:31 
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Disciple Whom Jesus Loved 

 

Introduction: A Witness Like No Other 



There is something undeniably unique about John. Out of all the men chosen by Christ, he 
is the only one referred to as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” This is no accident, nor is it 
simply poetic. In fact, it is the key to understanding the entire body of John's writings—his 
Gospel, his three epistles, and the Book of Revelation. 

While the Apostle Paul is rightly known as the apostle to the Gentiles and the steward of 
Church Age doctrine (Romans 11:13; Ephesians 3:1-9), John is the apostolic witness of 
eternal matters—not just things to come, but things that always were and always will be. If 
Paul explains the mystery of the Church, John reveals the eternal heartbeat of God behind 
the veil. Paul teaches how we are saved. John unveils why God saves: because He is love 
(1 John 4:8). 

In this first essay of our 33-part harmony, we will lay the foundation for understanding 
John's writings as one complete and divinely orchestrated testimony—a threefold witness 
to the Word, the love, and the judgment of God. We will explore the significance of John's 
role, why he was given visions others were not, and how his Gospel, epistles, and 
Revelation come together in perfect unity. 

Let the harmony begin. 

 

I. John: The Final Witness 

By the time John penned the Gospel that bears his name, he was likely the last living 
apostle. All the others had been martyred. Even Peter had asked the Lord about John's fate 
(John 21:21), to which Jesus cryptically replied, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee?” 

This statement is profound. Not only does it highlight John's unique role, but it suggests 
that his witness would remain relevant until Christ returns. And it has. 

His writings span: 

• The earthly ministry of Christ (Gospel of John) 

• The inner life of believers and the spirit of antichrist (1–3 John) 

• The final events of human history (Revelation) 

John is not just a historical witness. He is a prophetic bridge—from Christ's first coming to 
His second. This sets him apart in a dramatic way from every other New Testament writer. 

 



II. Thematic Triunity in John’s Writings 

There are three major themes that run like a golden thread through all of John’s works: The 
Word, Love, and Overcoming. Let’s examine how these form the spine of his witness: 

 

1. The Word (Jesus as the Eternal Logos) 

• John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.” 

• 1 John 1:1 – “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard… of the Word 
of life.” 

• Revelation 19:13 – “And his name is called The Word of God.” 

In each of these, John presents Christ not merely as Messiah or King, but as the pre-
existent, divine Word of God. He shows Jesus as the full expression of God’s heart, mind, 
and power. 

While the other Gospels begin with genealogies or prophetic introductions, John opens 
with eternity. He doesn't go to Bethlehem—he goes before Genesis. That sets the tone for 
everything that follows. 

 

2. Love (Agape – God’s Essence and Expectation) 

• John 13:34 – “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another…” 

• 1 John 4:7-8 – “Beloved, let us love one another… for God is love.” 

• Revelation 2:4 – “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast 
left thy first love.” 

John’s writings orbit around the core of God’s character—love. But this is not the world’s 
version of love. It is a sacrificial, holy love that distinguishes the believer from the antichrist 
spirit. 

Even in Revelation, where judgment flows like a flood, love is central—the call to return to 
“first love,” the love that keeps the commandments (1 John 5:3), and the ultimate wedding 
of the Lamb. 

 

3. Overcoming (Victory through Faith and Endurance) 



• John 16:33 – “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 

• 1 John 5:4 – “Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world.” 

• Revelation 2–3 – “To him that overcometh…” 

To John, the true believer is one who overcomes, either by faith now, or endurance through 
Tribulation later. Whether writing to the Church Age, the Tribulation saints, or the Jewish 
remnant, John's call is the same: to stand in victory through the Lamb. 

 

III. Rightly Dividing John: Doctrine vs. Application 

Here’s where this series will walk a narrow path that few have dared to tread: rightly 
dividing John’s writings without discarding their relevance. 

Most teachers either: 

• Misapply John’s Gospel and epistles directly to the Church with no dispensational 
awareness 

• Or, conversely, over-separate his writings and declare them off-limits for Church Age 
believers 

But what if the truth is in the balance? 

John Writes to the Elect of Israel (Doctrinally) 

• The Gospel of John is primarily a sign-filled account for Israel (John 20:31) 

• The epistles, especially 1 John, include heavy emphasis on keeping 
commandments, overcoming the world, and warning about antichrists—all themes 
central to Tribulation doctrine 

• Revelation is undeniably Jewish and future in its primary application 

Yet… John Also Writes for the Church (Spiritually and Devotionally) 

• John’s insights into the nature of Christ, the Spirit of God, and the inner workings 
of love and truth are unparalleled 

• The epistles help the Church identify false spirits and cling to sound doctrine 

• The Book of Revelation, while primarily Jewish, encourages the Church with the 
promise of the return of the Lord and the vindication of righteousness 



This series will honor that tension—discerning when John is speaking doctrinally to the 
Jewish remnant, and when the spiritual application overflows to benefit the Church today. 

 

IV. The Literary Flow of John's Testimony 

Just as the Bible has progressive revelation, so too does John’s body of work. His three 
stages of writing show a divine narrative structure: 

Stage 1: The Gospel (Past Witness) 

• Focus: What Jesus did 

• Emphasis: Belief, signs, and deity 

• Audience: Israel, but open to the world (John 3:16) 

Stage 2: The Epistles (Present Struggle) 

• Focus: What the Church and remnant must discern 

• Emphasis: Spirit of antichrist, keeping commandments, walking in truth 

• Audience: Tribulation saints primarily, but application for Church Age believers 

Stage 3: Revelation (Future Victory) 

• Focus: What Jesus will do 

• Emphasis: Judgment, wrath, Kingdom, restoration 

• Audience: Jewish remnant, Tribulation saints, world powers, Church observers 

This progressive design mirrors God's overall redemptive plan—past redemption, present 
sanctification, and future glorification—all seen through the pen of one man: John the 
Beloved. 

 

V. John: The Tabernacle of Testimony 

In the Old Testament, the tabernacle had three main sections: the outer court, the holy 
place, and the holy of holies. Likewise, John gives us: 

• The outer court of Christ’s earthly ministry in his Gospel 

• The holy place of walking in the light in his epistles 



• The holy of holies of heaven opened in Revelation 

In this sense, John's writings are the tabernacle of the New Covenant, revealing the glory 
of Christ layer by layer. 

 

Conclusion: The Beloved Disciple’s Call 

We begin this series not just as theologians, but as witnesses with John—witnesses of the 
Word made flesh, the love that casts out fear, and the coming King of glory. 

Just as John was told in Revelation 10:11, “Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, 
and nations, and tongues, and kings,” so too must his writings continue to speak across 
time. 

Whether you are a member of the Church, a seeker of truth, or a believer enduring 
hardship, John's testimony is for you. 

It is eternal. 

It is prophetic. 

It is alive. 
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Introduction: The Opening Chord of an Eternal Harmony 

There are no other words in all of Scripture that open quite like this: 
“In the beginning was the Word.” 

Not In the beginning God created... 
Not The book of the generation of Jesus Christ... 
But “In the beginning was the Word.” 

Before time, before angels, before atoms—there was the Word. And that’s how the Holy 
Spirit, through John, decides to begin his Gospel. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels, which begin 
in history, genealogy, or prophecy, John begins in eternity. 

What’s more—this same eternal Word appears again in his epistles (1 John 1:1, “That which 
was from the beginning… the Word of life”) and climaxes in Revelation (Revelation 19:13, 



“His name is called The Word of God”). These aren’t poetic repetitions—they are the 
threefold witness of Christ’s eternal identity given through the one apostle Jesus loved. 

In this essay, we’re going to trace the theme of the Word across John’s three testimonies—
Gospel, Epistles, and Revelation—and unpack what it reveals about the nature of Christ, 
His preexistence, His revelation to mankind, and His final return. 

 

I. The Eternal Word – Before the World Began 

Let’s go back to the very first words John wrote in his Gospel: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” – 
John 1:1 

This verse is thunderous. It confronts us with a truth far deeper than Christ’s birth in 
Bethlehem or even His earthly ministry. It doesn’t begin with Christ as a baby—it begins 
with Christ as God. 

John doesn’t merely call Him the Son or the Savior—he calls Him the Word (Logos). And 
this tells us several things: 

 

A. Preexistence 

John is affirming that Christ was not created. He existed before creation—“In the beginning 
was…” That means He was already there when the beginning began. That separates Him 
from every creature. 

This theme resurfaces in: 

• 1 John 1:1 – “That which was from the beginning… the Word of life” 

• Revelation 22:13 – “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end…” 

John consistently affirms: Christ precedes all things. And this matters deeply in the 
context of spiritual authority. If Christ is before all, then His Word overrides all. 

 

B. Distinction and Unity with the Father 

“The Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 

In one breath, John affirms two things: 



1. The distinct personhood of Christ—He was with God. 

2. The shared deity of Christ—He was God. 

This is not a contradiction—it’s Trinitarian harmony, just like we see at Christ’s baptism 
(Matthew 3:16-17) and in the closing doxologies of Revelation (Rev. 1:8; 4:8). 

 

C. Revelation to Creation 

In John 1:3, he writes: 

“All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.” 

This connects the Word of God to the act of creation—just as Genesis 1 says, “And God 
said…” eight times. 

But John clarifies: that “speaking” was more than a command—it was a Person. 

 

II. The Word Made Flesh – The Incarnation 

Perhaps one of the most profound statements in the Gospel is John 1:14: 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…” 

The eternal, invisible, divine Logos became flesh. He didn’t just appear like a man—He 
became a man. 

This verse is essential for understanding what separates true Christianity from every 
counterfeit religion or cult. John affirms: 

• Jesus is not a created being. 

• He is not merely a prophet or an angel. 

• He is the eternal Word of God, now in human flesh. 

And this same truth is echoed in 1 John 4:2-3: 

“Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God…” 

This wasn’t a throwaway doctrinal note. It was the test of truth. Anyone who denied the 
Incarnation was labeled antichrist—and this is the very spirit that will fully manifest in 
Revelation 13. 

 



III. The Word of Life – Fellowship and Spiritual Birth 

In 1 John, we see a different angle of the Word—not as a cosmic force or creator, but as the 
intimate source of life and fellowship. 

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes… the Word of life” – 1 John 1:1 

Here, John is testifying not as a theologian but as a witness. He saw the Word. He touched 
Him. He walked beside Him. But more than that—he testifies that the Word brings life and 
fellowship. 

 

A. Fellowship with God 

“Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” – 1 John 1:3 

To walk in the light is to walk in the Word. And this forms the foundation of John's epistles: 
that knowing the Word isn’t just head knowledge—it’s relationship. 

 

B. Life-Giving Nature 

“He that hath the Son hath life…” – 1 John 5:12 

The Word gives life, because the Word is life. This echoes John 6, where Jesus said, “The 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 

 

IV. The Word of Judgment – The Rider on the White Horse 

When we get to Revelation 19, the vision reaches its apex. 

“And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of 
God.” – Revelation 19:13 

Here, John is no longer looking back at the humble Lamb or the teaching Rabbi. He sees the 
conquering King—the Word of God, riding in judgment. 

 

A. The Word as Warrior 



The same Word that was with God in the beginning, the same Word that became flesh to 
dwell among us, is now revealed as a sharp sword proceeding from His mouth (Rev. 
19:15). This Word is not just a message—it is a weapon. 

This connects directly to Hebrews 4:12: 

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword…” 

John shows us that the Word doesn’t just heal—it judges. It divides light from darkness, 
truth from error, and righteousness from wickedness. 

 

B. The Final Revelation of the Word 

Revelation is not merely a book of prophecy—it is the Revelation of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:1). 
The book itself is a manifestation of the Word, unveiled in its full glory. 

Where John 1 gave us the Word concealed in flesh, Revelation 19 gives us the Word 
revealed in glory. 

 

V. The Harmony: One Theme, Three Testimonies 

Let’s step back and trace the harmony of this theme across John’s writings: 

Book Title Given Nature of the Word Role 

John “The Word was God” Eternal, Creator, Incarnate Revealer of God 

1 John “The Word of life” Relational, Intimate, Fellowship Connector of Life 

Revelation “The Word of God” Conquering, Judge, King Executor of Judgment 

Together, they form one unbroken testimony: 

• He is before all things. 

• He dwells with those who receive Him. 

• He returns to rule with power. 

No other biblical author gives us that threefold witness of Christ’s person and purpose in 
such a sweeping, eternal arc. 

 



Conclusion: Receiving the Word Today 

John 1:12 says: 

“But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God…” 

The Word of God is not just meant to be studied. It is meant to be received. Embraced. 
Obeyed. Loved. 

As we continue through this series, we will see many facets of John's testimony—his 
witness to love, his warnings about deception, and his visions of the end. But at the heart of 
it all stands the Word—eternal, personal, victorious. 

In the Gospel, the Word comes to dwell. 
In the Epistles, the Word abides within. 
In Revelation, the Word returns in glory. 

And John—the disciple whom Jesus loved—was chosen to bear that witness. Not just to his 
generation, but to us. Right now. In these last days. 

The Word still speaks. 
Will we listen? 
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Introduction: A New Birth with Ancient Roots 

In the quiet of the night, a Pharisee named Nicodemus came to Jesus seeking 
understanding. What he received was a doctrine so radical it stunned him: 

“Ye must be born again.” – John 3:7 

This moment is not just the centerpiece of John chapter 3—it is the foundation of John’s 
entire witness. The doctrine of spiritual birth, or being “born of God,” echoes throughout 
his Gospel, his epistles, and even Revelation. 

Yet few stop to connect the threads between John’s handling of this truth across his 
writings. Most read the phrase “born again” in John 3, but never notice it reappears seven 
times in 1 John, nor do they see it as a tribulational identifier in Revelation. 



This essay will trace the theme of spiritual birth throughout John's threefold testimony, 
showing not only what it means, but who it applies to, how it's rightly divided, and what it 
reveals about the nature of salvation, victory, and enduring faith. 

 

I. “Ye Must Be Born Again” – The Gospel’s Doctrinal Spark 

The phrase “born again” appears only three times in the Bible—twice in John 3 and once in 
1 Peter 1:23. But the concept saturates John's writings under the phrase “born of God.” 
Let’s begin with the scene in John 3. 

A. Nicodemus and the New Birth 

Nicodemus was not just a curious man—he was a master in Israel (John 3:10), a scholar of 
the Law. Jesus’ declaration that he must be born again was not just shocking—it was a 
rebuke to Israel’s reliance on lineage and the Law. 

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” – John 3:3 

Notice the language: the Kingdom. This is more than just individual salvation—it’s tied to 
the kingdom restoration promised to Israel (Acts 1:6). Jesus is planting the seed of truth: 
flesh cannot inherit the kingdom (1 Cor. 15:50); a spiritual rebirth is required. 

 

B. Born of Water and of the Spirit (John 3:5) 

“Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 

This verse has been twisted by many (Catholics, Campbellites, and Church of Christ 
adherents) into a works-based baptismal regeneration verse. But context clears the fog. 

• Water birth = natural, physical birth (from the womb) 

• Spirit birth = supernatural, spiritual birth from above 

Jesus immediately clarifies in verse 6: 

“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 

This is a dispensational marker—the difference between those born of Abraham’s flesh 
and those truly born of God. 

 

II. “Born of God” – The Epistles’ Test of Life 



When we shift to 1 John, the phrase “born of God” suddenly appears with striking 
repetition—seven times to be exact. 

Here’s where most readers miss something crucial: 1 John is often assumed to be a light, 
devotional book—but it’s doctrinally heavy, and its primary audience is tribulational 
believers, not the Church. 

Let’s examine each use and what it teaches. 

 

1. 1 John 2:29 – Righteousness Is the Sign of New Birth 

“Every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.” 

Right away we see a works-based evidence of new birth. This does not align with Paul’s 
Church-Age teaching where righteousness is imputed, not proven by ongoing deeds 
(Romans 4:5-6). This verse makes perfect sense in a Tribulation context, where obedience 
and endurance are required (Matthew 24:13; Revelation 14:12). 

 

2. 1 John 3:9 – No Sin in the One Born of God? 

“Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin…” 

On its face, this seems to contradict Paul’s teaching in Romans 7, where believers still 
struggle with sin. But rightly divided, this refers to either: 

• The new nature of the believer (which cannot sin), or 

• A tribulational saint who must endure without falling, sealed by God and 
empowered for perseverance (Revelation 7:3-4) 

 

3. 1 John 4:7 – Love as Evidence of New Birth 

“Every one that loveth is born of God…” 

Again, John ties external evidence (love) to the reality of internal regeneration. In contrast, 
Paul teaches that the believer is sealed and secure regardless of performance (Ephesians 
1:13-14). 

This shows 1 John has a different audience—those in a dispensation where doing 
matters, not just believing. 



 

4. 1 John 5:1 – Believing Jesus Is the Christ 

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…” 

This is the closest match to our Church-Age message. But notice what’s missing: no 
mention of death, burial, and resurrection—the heart of Paul’s Gospel (1 Corinthians 
15:1–4). Instead, it’s the identity of Jesus as the Christ that marks saving faith. 

This is consistent with Tribulation doctrine, where faith in Jesus as Messiah is what 
separates the remnant from the antichrist system. 

 

5. 1 John 5:4 – Overcoming the World 

“Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world…” 

Overcoming becomes a doctrinal requirement in Revelation 2–3: 

• “To him that overcometh…” is followed by promises of reward and access to the tree 
of life. 

Tribulation saints must overcome to enter the Kingdom. In contrast, the Church 
overcomes through Christ alone (Romans 8:37). 

 

6. 1 John 5:18 – The One Born of God Sins Not 

“We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not…” 

Same as 3:9—doctrinally confusing if read into the Church Age. But perfectly aligned with 
those sealed in the Tribulation, protected from spiritual corruption (Revelation 14:5, “In 
their mouth was found no guile”). 

 

7. Bonus Tie-In: 1 Peter 1:23 

“Being born again… by the word of God…” 

Peter, writing to the scattered Jews (1 Peter 1:1), echoes John’s theme. These verses 
reinforce that being born again is essential for entry into the Kingdom, but not identical 
to Paul’s doctrine of positional justification by grace through faith. 

 



III. The Overcomers in Revelation – Fruit of the New Birth 

The Book of Revelation is filled with the concept of “overcoming,” which is directly linked to 
those born of God in 1 John. Let’s trace this connection: 

 

A. The Seven Churches (Revelation 2–3) 

Each church ends with this phrase: 

“To him that overcometh…” 

The rewards are staggering: 

• Access to the tree of life 

• Hidden manna 

• A new name 

• Authority over nations 

• White garments 

• Eternal inclusion in the book of life 

These aren’t optional perks. They’re doctrinal markers of those who endure to the end—a 
theme Jesus taught repeatedly (Matthew 10:22, 24:13). 

 

B. The 144,000 and the Great Multitude 

These groups in Revelation 7 and 14 are spiritually sealed, protected, and “without fault.” 
They are the fruit of the new birth, born during the greatest time of trial the world has ever 
seen. 

 

C. The Second Birth vs. the Second Death 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection… on such the second death 
hath no power.” – Revelation 20:6 

John’s Revelation makes clear: you are either born twice or you die twice. 

• First birth → Second death 



• Second birth → Escape death forever 

This mirrors Jesus' statement in John 11:25: 

“He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 

 

IV. Rightly Dividing Spiritual Birth 

Let’s clarify how to rightly divide the doctrine of being born again or born of God. 

 

A. In the Church Age (Paul’s Gospel) 

• We are born again by faith in the finished work of Christ (1 Cor. 15:1–4) 

• Sealed with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13) 

• Our righteousness is imputed, not proven by works (Rom. 4:6) 

• Spiritual birth is permanent and unconditional 

 

B. In the Tribulation (John’s Epistles & Revelation) 

• Believers are marked by love, righteousness, and overcoming 

• The “born of God” must endure, obey, and reject the mark 

• Works and faith operate together (James 2:24) 

• Failure to overcome = exclusion from the Kingdom 

 

V. The Harmony of John’s Witness 

Here’s how the threefold testimony of being born again fits together: 

Book Phrase Application Doctrinal Audience 

John “Born again” Entry into Kingdom 
Nicodemus/Israel 
(Foreshadowing Tribulation) 

1 John “Born of God” Marks of Overcomers Tribulation Remnant 



Book Phrase Application Doctrinal Audience 

Revelation “Overcometh” 
Those born of God sealed 
for judgment 

Tribulation Saints 

Together, they paint a picture not just of salvation, but of divine identity—those who are 
truly God’s children will shine in love, righteousness, endurance, and faithfulness. 

 

Conclusion: Born to Reign 

The birth that matters most is not the one you remember—but the one that remakes you. 

John never lets us forget that only the new birth leads to victory. Whether it’s Nicodemus’ 
midnight inquiry, the boldness of a faithful remnant in 1 John, or the sealed overcomers of 
Revelation, the truth is unshakable: 

“Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

But for those who are born again—born of God—the promise is eternal: 

“This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” – 1 John 5:4 

The Church is born by grace through faith. 

The remnant is born through trial and testing. 

Both are born of God. 

And John—the disciple whom Jesus loved—was chosen to reveal that birth, from beginning 
to end. 
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Introduction: The First Miracle Was a Prophecy 

When Jesus turned water into wine at the marriage in Cana of Galilee, it wasn't just a 
dazzling display of divine power—it was a prophetic act, a symbolic shadow, and a 
doctrinal blueprint for things to come. 

John is the only Gospel writer who records this miracle. That’s no accident. 



“This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory...” – 
John 2:11 

Why would John—the disciple who wrote about eternity, the Word, and the Lamb of God—
begin Christ’s miraculous ministry with a wedding and wine? 

This essay will explore that miracle in depth as the foundation for understanding John's 
multi-layered testimony. We will see how it connects to: 

• The third day motif 

• The Jewish wedding feast 

• The joy of the Kingdom 

• The contrast between the old covenant and the new 

• And ultimately, the marriage of the Lamb in Revelation 

 

I. “The Third Day” – The Timing Is the Key 

John 2:1 opens with a detail easy to overlook: 

“And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee…” 

Why include that? 

Because timing matters, especially with John. “The third day” has prophetic weight all 
through Scripture: 

• Genesis 22:4 – Abraham sees Mount Moriah on the third day (a picture of 
resurrection) 

• Exodus 19:11 – God appears at Sinai on the third day 

• Hosea 6:2 – “After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up...” 

• Jonah 1:17 – Jonah is in the belly of the whale three days and three nights 

• Luke 24:7 – “...the third day he shall rise again” 

This wedding on the third day becomes a type of resurrection joy and kingdom 
celebration. 

John is subtly telling us: this miracle is not just about wine—it’s about prophetic timing. 

 



II. The Setting – A Jewish Wedding in Galilee 

The wedding feast was central to Jewish life. It was a covenantal picture, a symbol of joy, 
and a major cultural event. 

• The bridegroom would come at midnight, unannounced (Matthew 25:6) 

• The bride was to be ready and waiting 

• The feast would often last seven days—a type of the 7-year Tribulation period, at 
the end of which comes the wedding supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7–9) 

Jesus performs His first miracle at a wedding, signaling that: 

• He is the true Bridegroom 

• The joy of the Kingdom is coming 

• And the old wine of the Law is about to be replaced with the new wine of the Spirit 

This fits with John’s gospel pattern: types, shadows, and fulfilled truth. Later, John the 
Baptist will even say: 

“He that hath the bride is the bridegroom...” – John 3:29 

John’s entire witness is soaked in bridal imagery, and it starts right here. 

 

III. The Problem – “They Have No Wine” (John 2:3) 

This phrase—“They have no wine”—is far more than an embarrassment at a party. It’s a 
spiritual indictment of Israel. 

Wine in Scripture represents: 

• Joy and celebration (Psalm 104:15) 

• Spiritual vitality (Isaiah 55:1) 

• The blood of the covenant (Matthew 26:27–29) 

The lack of wine points to Israel’s spiritual barrenness under the Law: 

• The joy was gone 

• The old covenant was empty 

• The feasts had become formalities 



• The people had no power 

John shows us that Christ steps in not just to refill, but to transform. 

 

IV. The Vessels – Six Waterpots of Stone (John 2:6) 

“And there were set there six waterpots of stone… containing two or three firkins apiece.” 

These details are rich with meaning: 

• Six is the number of man—imperfection, incompleteness 

• Stone pots are a picture of the Law—cold, hard, unyielding (2 Cor. 3:7) 

• The pots were used for purifying rituals, outward cleansing under the Law 

Jesus commands that these be filled with water, which He then transforms into wine. The 
symbolism is stunning: 

• Water = the Word of God (Ephesians 5:26) 

• Wine = the joy and life of the Spirit 

• The transformation = the new covenant 

The message is clear: the old system has served its purpose, but now Christ brings 
fullness, transformation, and celebration. 

 

V. The Transformation – From Water to Wine 

Jesus doesn’t just perform a trick—He manifests His glory (John 2:11). This is His first sign, 
and it mirrors His ultimate goal: 

• To bring life from death 

• Joy from sorrow 

• Spirit from stone 

• Celebration from barrenness 

He doesn’t just fill the pots—He turns the common into the glorious. 

 

Spiritual Picture for the Church: 



• We are those stone vessels—empty, ritualistic, powerless 

• Christ fills us with the water of the Word 

• Through the Spirit, He transforms us into vessels of joy and power 

• This is what Paul meant by “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27) 

 

Prophetic Picture for Israel: 

• The wedding happens on the third day, at the end of two days 

• After 2,000 years of dispersion, Israel will be restored 

• Christ will turn their mourning into dancing, their emptiness into joy 

• They will taste the new wine of the Kingdom 

 

VI. The Governor’s Confession – “Thou Hast Kept the Good Wine Until Now” (John 2:10) 

The master of the feast is astonished—not just at the quality of the wine, but the timing: 

“Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine… but thou hast kept the good wine 
until now.” 

There’s a hidden prophecy here: 

• The best wine is saved for last 

• Christ’s first coming brought grace—but His second coming brings glory 

• The Millennium will be the greatest celebration the earth has ever seen 

 

VII. Revelation Connection – The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

John is the only Gospel writer who shows Jesus at a wedding. 

He is also the only one who records the ultimate wedding: 

“Let us be glad and rejoice… for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herself ready.” – Revelation 19:7 

The miracle in Cana was not just an act of kindness—it was a preview. 

 



Timeline Comparison: 

John 2 (Cana) Revelation 19 (Marriage Supper) 

Third Day End of 2,000 years (2 Peter 3:8) 

Wedding Feast Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

No wine Wine of joy and celebration 

Water to wine Blood to glory 

Manifested glory Glory revealed to all nations 

The harmony is undeniable. 

 

VIII. Harmony Across the Books: The Wedding Motif 

Book Wedding Imagery Application 

John 2 Wedding in Cana, third day, wine Christ brings joy and transformation 

John 3:29 
“He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom” 

John the Baptist identifies Christ as 
the Groom 

1 John 
(implied) 

Fellowship, love, and spiritual 
intimacy 

Bride abiding in the Groom 

Revelation 19–
21 

Marriage Supper, New Jerusalem 
as Bride 

Eternal union with Christ 

 

IX. Doctrinal Separation and Spiritual Application 

Church Age (Paul’s doctrine): 

• We are espoused to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2) 

• We are waiting for the Bridegroom to call us (1 Thess. 4:16) 

• Our marriage occurs in heaven during the Tribulation 

• We will return with Him at Revelation 19 



 

Tribulation Doctrine (John’s shadowed audience): 

• The remnant of Israel will be called to the marriage (Matt. 22) 

• They must be ready, watching, purified 

• Their invitation is conditional (no garment = cast out, Matt. 22:11–13) 

 

Millennial Application: 

• Christ will drink the wine anew with us in the Kingdom (Matt. 26:29) 

• Israel will finally celebrate the wedding feast they rejected 2,000 years ago 

• The curse will be lifted, and joy will flow like wine (Amos 9:13) 

 

Conclusion: The Beginning of Miracles Was the Beginning of Glory 

John opens Christ’s miracle ministry not with a healing or an exorcism, but with a wedding. 

Why? 

Because the end of the story is a wedding. 

And what starts with a simple need—“they have no wine”—becomes a revelation of the 
future. From that moment on, John’s testimony begins to unveil layer upon layer of 
spiritual, doctrinal, and prophetic meaning. 

As the Church, we rejoice in the wine of the new covenant—His blood shed for us. 

As students of prophecy, we look forward to the day when Israel will again be called to the 
feast. 

And as the Bride, we await the moment when the Groom opens heaven and calls us to the 
final celebration: 

“Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.” – Revelation 
19:9 
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Introduction: One Shepherd, One Fold, One Plan 

Among the most beloved titles Jesus gives Himself is this: 

“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” – John 10:11 

But as with all of John’s writing, what sounds simple is layered with prophetic meaning. In 
John 10, Jesus speaks not only of laying down His life, but of folds, sheep, hirelings, and a 
future uniting of scattered flocks. 

This essay explores the image of the Good Shepherd across John’s Gospel, his epistles, 
and Revelation. We’ll uncover how Jesus’ declaration: 

• Defines His love and sacrifice 

• Divides between Israel and the Gentiles 

• Points to a coming prophetic reunion 

• Reinforces eternal security in the Church 

• Reveals a separation between true sheep and antichrist followers in the Tribulation 

John gives us a portrait of the Shepherd that’s not only pastoral—it’s prophetic. This is 
about more than a tender image on a greeting card. This is about God’s unfolding plan to 
gather His people, defeat false shepherds, and reign forever. 

 

I. John 10 – The Shepherd Speaks 

Jesus’ words in John 10 follow the confrontation in John 9, where a blind man is healed and 
excommunicated from the synagogue. Jesus responds by exposing the religious leaders as 
thieves and hirelings. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door… but climbeth up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber.” – John 10:1 

This is not just spiritual allegory—it is a direct rebuke of the Pharisees, Israel’s 
“shepherds” who devour the flock (see Ezekiel 34). 

 

A. The True Door 

“I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved…” – John 10:9 



This shows that access to salvation is through Christ alone. It’s not through religion, 
rituals, or ancestry. 

And it contrasts with the Tribulation, where false access will be offered through the 
antichrist system. 

 

B. The Good Shepherd’s Love 

“The good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” – John 10:11 

Here, Jesus prophesies His death. Unlike the hireling who flees when danger comes, Jesus 
lays down His life voluntarily. This is the heart of the Gospel—substitutionary 
atonement. 

Paul echoes this: 

“Christ died for our sins…” – 1 Corinthians 15:3 
“The Son of God… loved me, and gave himself for me.” – Galatians 2:20 

 

C. The Two Folds – Prophetic Mystery 

“And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring…” – John 10:16 

This verse is critical. Jesus acknowledges two groups of sheep: 

• “This fold” = Israel, His immediate audience 

• “Other sheep” = the Gentiles who would believe later 

This matches Paul’s mystery doctrine: 

“That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs…” – Ephesians 3:6 

But notice, Jesus doesn’t say the Gentiles will become Jews. Nor does He say Israel will 
cease to exist. He says: 

“There shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” 

This is prophetic unity, not doctrinal blending. Israel remains Israel. The Church remains 
the Church. But both are united in Christ, under His ultimate reign. 

 

II. Echoes in 1 John – Knowing the Shepherd, Loving the Brethren 



John’s first epistle doesn’t retell the Shepherd parable—but the themes are alive and well: 

• Light vs. darkness 

• Love vs. hate 

• True shepherds vs. deceivers 

• Security in relationship 

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us…” – 1 John 3:16 

This directly echoes John 10:11. The Shepherd’s love isn’t abstract—it’s visible in the 
cross. And that love is the model for how we treat others: 

“And we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

This is especially vital in the Tribulation context, where believers may be hunted, betrayed, 
and tested unto death. 

 

III. The Shepherd of Judgment – Revelation’s Fierce Defender 

In Revelation, the tender shepherd becomes the triumphant Lamb and fierce protector. 
But the shepherd imagery is still there, especially in chapter 7: 

“The Lamb… shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters…” – 
Revelation 7:17 

These are the Tribulation martyrs, sealed and redeemed. They are not pictured as 
warriors, but sheep led by the Lamb. 

 

A. The False Shepherd – The Beast 

Revelation doesn’t use the word “shepherd” for the antichrist, but he acts like one: 

• He marks and controls the flock (Rev. 13:16-17) 

• He demands worship (Rev. 13:8) 

• He slays those who don’t obey (Rev. 13:15) 

He is a counterfeit shepherd, fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy: 

“Woe to the idol shepherd that leaveth the flock!” – Zechariah 11:17 



This contrast is at the heart of Revelation: Christ the Shepherd vs. Satan’s Beast. 

 

IV. Rightly Dividing the Flock – Church, Israel, and the Remnant 

Understanding the Good Shepherd requires a right division of His flocks. 

A. The Fold of Israel 

In the Old Testament: 

• God is called Shepherd of Israel (Psalm 80:1) 

• He leads them with a shepherd’s rod (Micah 7:14) 

• But Israel’s shepherds became corrupt (Jeremiah 23; Ezekiel 34) 

Jesus comes as the promised Shepherd, fulfilling Ezekiel 34:23: 

“I will set up one shepherd over them… even my servant David.” 
(Jesus, the Son of David, fulfills this promise) 

 

B. The Fold of the Church 

Paul reveals the mystery: 

• We are one body in Christ (1 Cor. 12:13) 

• The middle wall of partition is broken down (Eph. 2:14) 

• Christ is our Head, Savior, and Shepherd (Eph. 5:23; 1 Peter 2:25) 

John confirms our security in Him: 

“They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” – John 10:28 

This is eternal security, promised by the Good Shepherd Himself. 

 

C. The Fold of the Tribulation Remnant 

In Revelation: 

• 144,000 are sealed (Rev. 7) 

• A great multitude is martyred but faithful (Rev. 7:9–17) 



• They are shepherded by the Lamb (Rev. 7:17) 

These are not Church-Age believers—they are Tribulation saints, many of whom are Jews 
(from the twelve tribes) and Gentiles who resist the Beast. 

They follow the true Shepherd, not the counterfeit. 

 

V. Hirelings, Wolves, and True Undershepherds 

Jesus warns in John 10: 

“He that is an hireling, and not the shepherd… seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the 
sheep…” – John 10:12 

A hireling is someone in ministry for money, status, or safety. When danger comes, they 
run. 

In contrast, a true undershepherd reflects the heart of the Good Shepherd (1 Peter 5:2–4): 

• Feeds the flock 

• Takes oversight willingly 

• Is an example, not a lord 

• Waits for the chief Shepherd to appear 

John’s epistles also warn of: 

• False teachers (1 John 2:19) 

• Antichrists (1 John 2:18) 

• Deceivers (2 John 7) 

In the Tribulation, the shepherding structure collapses—but the Good Shepherd still 
calls His sheep. 

 

VI. Harmony of the Shepherd Across John’s Writings 

Book Image of Christ Description of the Flock Key Doctrine 

John 10 Good Shepherd Jews and “other sheep” Sacrifice and unity 



Book Image of Christ Description of the Flock Key Doctrine 

1 John Loving Lord Brethren who obey and love Evidence of life 

Revelation 7 Lamb-Shepherd Redeemed Tribulation saints Protection and reward 

 

VII. Doctrinal & Prophetic Insights 

Church Age: 

• Jesus is the Shepherd who knows His sheep 

• Believers are sealed, secure, and saved by grace 

• Pastors are called to be faithful undershepherds 

Tribulation: 

• The Shepherd calls His remnant amidst global chaos 

• The flock must overcome, endure, and refuse the mark 

• Martyrs are led and fed by the Lamb in heaven 

Millennium: 

• The Shepherd reigns from Zion 

• Israel is gathered and restored (Jeremiah 23:3–6) 

• The curse is lifted, and joy returns to the flock 

 

Conclusion: The Shepherd Who Never Leaves the Flock 

John's testimony of the Good Shepherd is far more than a heartwarming metaphor. It is a 
revelation of the character, calling, and kingdom of Christ. 

He lays down His life for the sheep. 
He knows each one by name. 
He unites what was once divided. 
He protects through tribulation. 
And He returns to reign forever. 



Whether you are part of the Church in the present, a reader in the Tribulation, or one of the 
restored in the coming Kingdom—the truth remains: 

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” – Psalm 23:1 

John’s harmony makes it clear—there is one Shepherd. 
But oh, what a Shepherd He is. 
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Introduction: Bread from Heaven, But Not from Earth 

When Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life,” He wasn’t simply offering a metaphor for 
spiritual satisfaction. He was declaring superiority over Moses, exposing the failure of 
Israel’s wilderness faith, and offering a new kind of nourishment that eternal life depends 
on. 

John 6 contains one of the most controversial and theologically rich discourses in the Bible. 
It caused many disciples to walk away. Yet, those who stayed, like Peter, recognized what 
Jesus was really offering: 

“Thou hast the words of eternal life.” – John 6:68 

But John doesn’t leave this theme confined to one chapter. The Bread of Life appears 
across his Gospel, echoes in his epistles, and is answered in the book of Revelation with 
the promise of hidden manna (Rev. 2:17). 

In this essay, we’ll trace this theme across all three of John’s works, discovering how the 
Bread of Life ties to: 

• Christ’s deity and incarnation 

• The failure of the Law and the wilderness generation 

• The mystery of communion and sacrifice 

• The nourishment of the remnant in the wilderness during the Tribulation 

• And the fulfillment of eternal life in the age to come 

 



I. John 6 – The Bread of Life Discourse 

John chapter 6 begins with the feeding of the 5,000—the only miracle recorded in all four 
Gospels. But it’s more than just a demonstration of power—it’s a setup for a deeper truth. 

 

A. The Miracle (John 6:1–13) 

Jesus feeds the multitude with five barley loaves and two small fishes, multiplying them 
supernaturally. The people are amazed and want to make Him king. 

This is significant because: 

• Barley was the bread of the poor—Jesus doesn’t begin with the elite 

• Five loaves recall the five books of the Law, which He’s about to surpass 

• The crowd sees the miracle, but not the message 

Jesus withdraws, knowing they want political deliverance. They wanted Moses 2.0, but 
Jesus offers something greater than Moses. 

 

B. The Discourse (John 6:26–59) 

When the crowd finds Him the next day, He confronts their shallow motives: 

“Ye seek me… because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled.” – John 6:26 

He warns them not to labor for temporary food, but for eternal nourishment. This leads to 
His most explosive statement: 

“I am the bread of life…” – John 6:35 

This phrase stirs controversy. The Jews prided themselves in being the generation of 
manna—God’s provision in the wilderness. Jesus calls that temporary: 

“Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.” – John 6:49 

In contrast: 

“This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not 
die.” – John 6:50 

This statement is both theological and prophetic. Jesus is claiming: 

• To be the true provision from heaven 



• Superior to Moses 

• The exclusive source of eternal life 

 

C. Eat My Flesh, Drink My Blood (John 6:53–58) 

“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” 

This caused widespread offense. Even His disciples said, “This is an hard saying; who can 
hear it?” (v. 60) 

But this was not cannibalism—it was covenantal language: 

• Bread = His body, broken for us (1 Cor. 11:24) 

• Blood = His life, shed for the New Testament (Matt. 26:28) 

This statement anticipates the Lord’s Supper, which John interestingly does not include in 
his account of the Last Supper—because he already handled it theologically here. 

 

II. Echoes in 1 John – The Word of Life and Abiding in Him 

Though the term “bread of life” isn’t repeated in the epistles, the concept of partaking in 
Christ, abiding in Him, and walking in His life runs throughout: 

“That which was from the beginning… of the Word of life… we have seen it… and our 
fellowship is with the Father.” – 1 John 1:1–3 

John speaks of life, fellowship, and truth as something to be shared and received, just 
like the bread in John 6. 

And he gives a doctrinal anchor for John 6:56: 

“He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.” – John 6:56 

“He that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him.” – 1 John 3:24 

Eating = abiding. This is more than a physical act. It’s union with Christ, and it brings 
spiritual nourishment and discernment. 

 

III. The Bread in Revelation – Hidden Manna for the Overcomer 

In Revelation 2:17, Jesus promises the overcomer: 



“To him will I give to eat of the hidden manna…” 

This is a direct callback to Exodus 16, where manna was placed in a pot and kept in the Ark 
of the Covenant as a testimony. 

Now, in Revelation, Jesus offers hidden manna—nourishment reserved for those who 
overcome the Beast and endure the Tribulation. 

 

A. Who Receives the Hidden Manna? 

• Those in Smyrna and Pergamos are warned about false doctrine 

• But the faithful overcomers are promised secret nourishment 

This is not a Church promise—it is aimed at Tribulation saints, who will be preserved in 
spiritual wilderness, much like Elijah was fed by ravens and Israel was fed in the desert. 

“She fled into the wilderness… that they should feed her there…” – Revelation 12:6 

God will feed His remnant again. And John saw it coming. 

 

IV. The Manna Typology – What the Law Couldn’t Do 

Let’s briefly break down how manna becomes a picture of Christ: 

Manna in Exodus Fulfillment in Christ 

Came from heaven (Ex. 16:4) “I came down from heaven…” (John 6:38) 

White and round (purity, eternity) Christ’s sinlessness and divinity 

Had to be gathered daily “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matt. 6:11) 

Could not be stored (except Sabbath) Can’t live on yesterday’s faith 

Hidden in the Ark (Ex. 16:33) Hidden manna for the overcomer (Rev. 2:17) 

Jesus is the true manna. He is not temporary. He is not corruptible. He is eternal. 

 

V. Division and Departure – The Great Falling Away 

John 6 ends with sadness: 



“From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him.” – John 
6:66 

Interestingly, this is John 6:66—the only 6:66 in the New Testament. That’s no accident. 
This verse pictures the spirit of antichrist—those who walk away when Christ is no longer 
convenient. 

Compare: 

“They went out from us, but they were not of us…” – 1 John 2:19 

Both verses describe those who appeared to believe, but abandoned the faith when it 
required too much. 

In the Tribulation, this will be even more apparent. The false bread will be offered—the 
mark, the Beast, and Babylon’s feasts. But the true sheep will wait for the hidden 
manna. 

 

VI. Doctrinal Clarity – Rightly Dividing the Bread 

Dispensation Application of Bread 

Church Age 
Christ is the bread of life, received by faith in His death, burial, and 
resurrection. Communion is symbolic, not salvific. 

Tribulation 
Spiritual nourishment for those who endure. The hidden manna is literal 
provision and spiritual strength. 

Millennium 
Christ rules with a rod of iron. The nations come to Jerusalem to feast. The 
bread of life is manifest in His reign. 

 

VII. Harmony Across John’s Writings 

Book Bread Theme Key Verse Audience 

John 6 
“I am the bread of 
life” 

John 6:35 Israel (with Gentile shadow) 

1 John 
Life, abiding, 
fellowship 

1 John 1:1–3 
Tribulation saints (with Church 
application) 



Book Bread Theme Key Verse Audience 

Revelation Hidden manna 
Revelation 
2:17 

Tribulation overcomers 

John sees the bread not just as sustenance—but as identity, intimacy, and endurance. 

 

Conclusion: Will You Eat, or Will You Walk Away? 

At the heart of John’s testimony is a question that cuts through history: 

“Will ye also go away?” – John 6:67 

The Bread of Life divides humanity: 

• Some eat and live 

• Others choke and leave 

• And some wait for another bread—a counterfeit one 

The true Bread from Heaven was broken for you. 

The true Manna speaks today. 

The true Word of Life still says, “He that cometh to me shall never hunger.” 

John’s witness is clear: Moses gave bread that perished. Jesus gives bread that saves. 

And only one satisfies forever. 
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Introduction: When the Light Shines, Division Follows 

In John’s writings, light is not just a symbol—it’s a dividing line. It separates truth from 
deception, life from death, and those who know God from those who only claim to. 

When Jesus said: 

“I am the light of the world…” – John 8:12 



He was not merely offering guidance—He was drawing a line in the sand. That same 
chapter ends with an attempted stoning. The Light exposes. It demands a decision. And 
when it shines, the darkness never responds passively. 

This essay traces the theme of Light across John’s Gospel, his epistles, and the Book of 
Revelation. We’ll see how it: 

• Reveals the condition of Israel and the world 

• Confronts religious hypocrisy 

• Serves as a test of fellowship in the Church 

• Separates the sheep from the goats in the Tribulation 

• Radiates from the Lamb Himself in the eternal city 

John’s testimony of light is not sentimental—it is surgical. It cuts. It clarifies. It conquers. 

 

I. The Light in the Gospel of John – From Incarnation to Exposure 

From the very first chapter of his Gospel, John introduces Jesus as the true Light: 

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the 
darkness comprehended it not.” – John 1:4–5 

 

A. The Light Came Unto His Own 

“That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” – John 1:9 

Jesus wasn’t a new light—He was the original Light, now manifested in flesh. But the 
tragedy follows: 

“He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” – John 1:11 

The Light shines, but those in darkness reject it. 

 

B. Light vs. Religion – John 3:19–21 

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light…” 



This follows the famous John 3:16 passage. Jesus makes it clear: the rejection of the Light is 
not intellectual—it is moral. Men flee the Light because it reveals their deeds. 

 

C. The Blind See, and the Seeing Go Blind – John 9 

The healing of the blind man in John 9 is a microcosm of the entire Gospel: 

• A man born blind receives sight 

• The Pharisees question him and attack Jesus 

• Jesus declares them spiritually blind 

“For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they 
which see might be made blind.” – John 9:39 

This theme reappears later in Revelation with Laodicea, the blind, lukewarm church (Rev. 
3:17). 

 

D. “I Am the Light of the World” – John 8:12 

This declaration comes just after Jesus forgives the woman caught in adultery. It’s a 
message of hope to the humble and a warning to the proud. 

Jesus claims to be the exclusive source of spiritual light. There is no other. The Pharisees 
reject Him, and the battle lines are drawn. 

 

II. The Light in 1 John – A Test of Fellowship 

John’s first epistle opens with the theme of light and fellowship. It becomes a test of 
spiritual reality. 

“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” – 1 John 1:5 

 

A. Walking in the Light 

“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another…” – 1 John 
1:7 



Walking in the light doesn’t mean sinless perfection—it means honesty, openness, and 
truth. Light reveals. Those who walk in it are real. 

 

B. Claim vs. Reality 

John targets false professors: 

“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth…” – 1 John 1:6 

There’s a difference between saying and walking. Light exposes pretenders. 

 

C. Love and Light 

“He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness…” – 1 John 2:9 

The test of walking in the light isn’t intellectual assent—it’s love. This becomes critical for 
believers under persecution. Light leads to love. Darkness leads to betrayal. 

 

III. The Light in Revelation – From the Churches to the City 

In Revelation, the imagery of light reaches its climax. 

 

A. The Seven Golden Candlesticks – Revelation 1:12–20 

John sees Jesus walking among the candlesticks, which represent the seven churches. 

• Christ is holding seven stars (angels/messengers of the churches) 

• He walks amidst the candlesticks—He’s present, watching 

• Some shine. Some flicker. Some are about to go out 

“I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place…” – 
Revelation 2:5 

This is the removal of testimony, not the loss of salvation. 

 

B. Thyatira, Sardis, Laodicea – Light Threatened 



Each of these churches faces judgment: 

• Thyatira tolerates Jezebel 

• Sardis has a name that it lives, but is dead 

• Laodicea thinks it sees, but is blind and naked 

These represent churches that once had light, but now dwell in shadow. Only a remnant 
remains faithful. 

 

C. The New Jerusalem – Light Without Sun 

“And the city had no need of the sun… for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof.” – Revelation 21:23 

The story ends with no more night. No more candles. No more shadows. The Lamb is the 
Light. 

 

IV. Doctrinal & Prophetic Themes of Light 

Let’s lay out the key doctrinal insights that emerge from John's harmony on light. 

 

1. Light Divides 

In John 1–3: 

• The light reveals truth 

• But men love darkness 

• The light becomes the basis of judgment 

In Revelation: 

• Churches are judged based on their faithfulness to light 

• Those who resist are cast into outer darkness 

 

2. Light Saves and Sanctifies 

In 1 John: 



• Walking in the light brings fellowship and cleansing 

• Darkness equals deception, isolation, and self-delusion 

 

3. Light Returns in Glory 

In Revelation: 

• Christ is the lamp of the city 

• No more sun or moon needed 

• Those who walked in darkness are banished 

• Those who walked in light dwell in eternal radiance 

 

V. Rightly Dividing the Light 

Time Period Light Theme Application 

Gospel Era 
Jesus is the Light revealed 
to Israel 

National rejection exposes spiritual 
blindness 

Church Age Light is received by faith Walk in it for fellowship and growth 

Tribulation Light is hated, resisted 
Antichrist promotes darkness; remnant 
holds to truth 

Millennium & 
Beyond 

Light is global and 
unceasing 

Christ reigns; no night; the Lamb is the 
Light 

 

VI. Harmony Summary Table 

Book Light Imagery Key Verse Theme 

John Jesus is the Light of the world John 8:12 Exposure and division 

1 John Walking in the Light 1 John 1:7 Fellowship and spiritual integrity 

Revelation The Lamb is the Light Rev. 21:23 Eternal illumination and reward 



 

Conclusion: Will You Come to the Light or Shrink from It? 

John’s testimony of light doesn’t give us neutrality. Light is not background ambiance. It is a 
force of truth that demands response. 

You are either: 

• Drawn to the light and changed by it 

• Or driven from the light and exposed by it 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another…” – 1 
John 1:7 

John invites us to walk in truth, walk in fellowship, and walk in clarity—even when it costs 
us. And in the end, for those who overcome: 

“The Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.” – Revelation 22:5 

The Light is still shining. 

And the darkness still can’t comprehend it. 

 

8 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / Lazarus 
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Introduction: A Dead Man Walks, and a Nation Awakens 

In John 11, Jesus stands before a sealed tomb, weeping—not because He is helpless, but 
because He is about to do something that will reveal His power, divide the nation, and 
foreshadow the future. 

“Lazarus, come forth.” – John 11:43 

That cry would echo across eternity. The raising of Lazarus wasn’t just a miracle—it was a 
prophecy in motion, a pattern of resurrection, and a preview of national revival. 

John’s Gospel, his epistles, and the book of Revelation all carry resurrection themes—but 
none are more layered than this. Lazarus is a real man, but also a representative picture: 

• Of the individual soul dead in sin 



• Of Israel as a nation, wrapped in grave clothes 

• Of the remnant raised to life in the Tribulation 

• And of the Church, already quickened with Christ, awaiting glorification 

This essay will follow Lazarus’ story, but not as a historical anecdote—we’ll follow it as a 
thread through John’s writings, revealing a testimony of death conquered, destiny 
delayed, and power unleashed. 

 

I. The Setup – A Sickness Not Unto Death (John 11:1–6) 

John 11 opens with a paradox: 

“This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God…” – John 11:4 

But Lazarus does die. Why? Because the death is part of the plan. 

Jesus intentionally delays going to Bethany. He waits until Lazarus is dead. Why? 

Because what He’s about to do is not about healing—it’s about resurrection. 

 

A. Lazarus = A Picture of Israel 

Let’s zoom out. Consider this: 

• Lazarus is a beloved friend, yet dies 

• He is in a tomb for four days—symbolic of the 4,000 years of Old Testament history 
or the four days of Israel’s spiritual death 

• He is resurrected by the voice of the Son of God 

This fits perfectly with the prophetic picture of Israel in Ezekiel 37, the valley of dry bones: 

“Behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost…” – Ezek. 37:11 
“And ye shall know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves…” – Ezek. 37:13 

Lazarus is not just a man—he’s a type of a nation waiting to be awakened. 

 

II. The Declaration – I Am the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25) 



Martha, always the practical one, tells Jesus He’s too late. But Jesus speaks the core truth 
of John’s resurrection theology: 

“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live…” 

Let’s break that down: 

• Resurrection: power over physical death 

• Life: power over spiritual death 

This is echoed in 1 John: 

“God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” – 1 John 5:11 

And again in Revelation: 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection…” – Rev. 20:6 

Jesus doesn’t just bring resurrection—He is resurrection. That’s why Lazarus’ rising is not 
just a miracle—it’s a manifestation of Christ’s identity. 

 

III. The Miracle – Lazarus, Come Forth (John 11:43–44) 

The moment arrives. Jesus weeps (John 11:35)—the shortest verse in the Bible, but full of 
power. Why? 

Because He is about to confront the last enemy: death. 

And He does it with a word. 

“Lazarus, come forth.” – John 11:43 

 

A. Resurrection by Command 

This mirrors future events: 

• The Rapture: “The Lord himself shall descend… with the voice of the archangel… 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” – 1 Thess. 4:16 

• Israel’s Awakening: “Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust…” – Isaiah 26:19 

• Tribulation Martyrs: “They lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” – Rev. 
20:4 



Resurrection in Scripture is never gradual. It’s instant. It’s absolute. And it’s tied to the 
voice of the Son of God (John 5:25). 

 

B. Graveclothes and Loosing 

“Loose him, and let him go.” – John 11:44 

Lazarus comes forth, but still bound. He’s alive, but entangled. What a picture of: 

• The believer saved, yet needing sanctification 

• The nation of Israel, restored, yet still under burdens 

• The remnant in Revelation—saved by faith, but emerging from great tribulation (Rev. 
7:14) 

 

IV. The Reaction – Some Believed, Others Plotted (John 11:45–53) 

After the miracle, division erupts: 

“Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council…” 

Instead of worshipping, they conspire to kill—not only Jesus, but Lazarus too (John 12:10). 
Why? 

Because resurrection is incontrovertible evidence. You can’t argue with a man walking 
around who was once dead. 

This pattern continues through Revelation: 

• The Two Witnesses rise from the dead (Rev. 11:11), and the world panics 

• The 144,000 are sealed and unstoppable 

• The resurrected remnant walks in victory, and the Beast hates them 

 

V. Resurrection in 1 John – Evidence of Life 

While 1 John doesn’t speak explicitly of bodily resurrection, it emphasizes proofs of 
spiritual life: 

“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” – 1 
John 3:14 



Resurrection is more than doctrine—it’s a change in behavior, love, and identity. 

 

VI. Resurrection in Revelation – The End-Time Fulfillment 

The Book of Revelation is saturated with resurrection: 

 

A. The Two Witnesses (Revelation 11) 

“And after three days and a half the spirit of life from God entered into them…” – Rev. 11:11 

This is Lazarus repeated—only now on the global stage. The world watches as the dead 
rise and stand on their feet. 

 

B. The First Resurrection (Revelation 20:5–6) 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection…” 

The first resurrection includes: 

• Christ (the firstfruits) 

• Church-age saints at the Rapture 

• Tribulation martyrs 

• Old Testament saints 

• The two witnesses 

They all live and reign with Christ. This is the final fulfillment of what Lazarus previewed. 

 

C. The Second Death Has No Power 

“On such the second death hath no power…” 

The contrast is sharp. The unsaved face a second death. The resurrected faithful reign 
forever. 

 

VII. Harmony Table: Resurrection Across John's Writings 



Book Resurrection Event Purpose Symbolism 

John 11 Lazarus raised 
Demonstrates Christ's 
authority 

Israel's national 
restoration 

1 John 3:14 Passed from death to life Spiritual life and love 
Evidence of 
salvation 

Revelation 11, 
20 

Two Witnesses, First 
Resurrection 

Vindication and reward 
Triumph over the 
Beast 

 

VIII. Doctrinal and Prophetic Applications 

Church Age: 

• Believers are already spiritually risen with Christ (Eph. 2:6) 

• Await the bodily resurrection at the Rapture 

• Resurrection is guaranteed by Christ’s victory (1 Cor. 15:20–22) 

 

Israel: 

• Nationally dead in trespasses, blind and hardened (Rom. 11:7) 

• Will be revived and restored after Tribulation 

• The dry bones will live again (Ezekiel 37) 

 

Tribulation Saints: 

• Many will die for their faith 

• Will be resurrected to reign with Christ 

• Are part of the first resurrection 

 

IX. Lazarus as a Doctrinal Blueprint 



Aspect of Lazarus Doctrinal Type 

Loved by Jesus Israel, still beloved of God (Rom. 11:28) 

Delayed help God’s long-suffering toward Israel 

Grave for 4 days 4,000 years of spiritual death 

Raised by Christ Resurrection power at the end of days 

Loosed from bindings Sanctification and final glorification 

Targeted by enemies Picture of Tribulation hatred 

 

Conclusion: Come Forth, or Stay in the Grave 

The voice of Jesus still calls: 
“Lazarus, come forth.” 

And today He calls: 

• To the lost sinner: rise and live 

• To the backslidden saint: come out of the shadows 

• To the sleeping Church: awaken and shine 

• To Israel: your day is coming 

• To the Tribulation remnant: hold fast—resurrection is near 

John didn’t just witness a resurrection—he saw its echoes in the Church, its replay in 
Revelation, and its power in Christ alone. 

The tomb is open. The graveclothes are waiting. 

Will you rise? 
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Introduction: Private Words for a Divided Audience 



The Upper Room Discourse in John 13–17 is one of the most intimate, doctrinally loaded, 
and often misapplied sections in all of Scripture. 

Spoken on the night before the crucifixion, these chapters are frequently treated as purely 
Church-age material—and indeed, much of it has devotional richness for the Body of 
Christ. But when rightly divided, these discourses contain mixed application: some truths 
are universal and eternal, while others are specific to the Tribulation remnant of Israel. 

This essay will explore the doctrinal tension within John 13–17 and trace the harmony of 
these chapters with the themes echoed in John’s epistles and Revelation. We’ll rightly 
divide: 

• What belongs to the Church 

• What is meant for the Jewish remnant 

• What is timeless spiritual truth 

• And how these chapters transition us from Christ’s earthly ministry to the unfolding 
of prophetic fulfillment 

This is not merely a farewell speech. It is a doctrinal bridge. 

 

I. The Upper Room Setting – Transition in Motion 

John 13 opens with a transition: 

“Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the 
Father…” – John 13:1 

These chapters are Christ’s final instructions to His inner circle before the cross. 

Let’s take note: 

• The setting is Jewish: Passover, Jerusalem, foot washing 

• The audience is Jewish: the Twelve (minus Judas) 

• The teaching is forward-looking: after His departure 

• The tone is personal, heavy, and prophetic 

Yet tucked inside are truths for the Church, for the Tribulation remnant, and for eternity. 

 



II. John 13 – Servant Leadership and Betrayal 

A. Washing of Feet (John 13:5–17) 

Jesus washes the disciples’ feet as a demonstration of humility. 

“If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s 
feet.” – John 13:14 

This is not an ordinance, but an example. It models: 

• Service over status 

• Humility over hierarchy 

This principle is echoed in 1 John 3:16–18: laying down our lives for the brethren, not in 
word only, but in deed. 

 

B. Betrayal Revealed (John 13:21–30) 

Judas’ departure marks a spiritual shift. After he leaves, Jesus says: 

“Now is the Son of man glorified…” – John 13:31 

With the traitor gone, the discourse deepens. 

 

C. The New Commandment (John 13:34–35) 

“A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another…” 

This command is not based on Mosaic Law, but on Christ’s love. It will become a defining 
mark of believers. 

In 1 John, this love is a test of spiritual life (1 John 4:7–8). In Revelation, churches are 
judged for abandoning love (Rev. 2:4). 

 

III. John 14 – The Comfort of His Return 

A. “Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled” (John 14:1–3) 

“In my Father’s house are many mansions…” 



These verses are often quoted at funerals—and rightly so—but they are also heavily 
prophetic. 

“I will come again, and receive you unto myself…” 

This is the first allusion to the Rapture in John’s Gospel. Though Paul would later receive 
the full revelation (1 Thess. 4:13–18), Jesus plants the seed here. 

 

B. The Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6) 

Jesus makes an exclusive claim: 

“No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

This is universal and timeless. It applies to: 

• Jews 

• Gentiles 

• Tribulation saints 

• Everyone 

There is no alternate access—no works, no rituals, no priesthood. 

 

C. Greater Works (John 14:12) 

“Greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” 

This is often misapplied. It doesn’t mean we will do flashier miracles than Jesus—it 
means: 

• Through the Spirit, the apostles would reach more people 

• The Gospel would spread to every nation 

• The Church Age would see greater numerical results, though not greater divine 
feats 

 

D. The Coming Comforter (John 14:16–17, 26) 

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit, who will: 



• Dwell in them 

• Teach them 

• Bring to remembrance His words 

This directly ties to 1 John 2:20, 27, where John speaks of the “anointing” (the Spirit) that 
teaches all things and protects against deception. 

 

IV. John 15 – The Vine and the Branches 

This chapter is perhaps the most misapplied in all of John’s Gospel. 

 

A. “Abide in Me” (John 15:4) 

The imagery is agricultural—a vine with branches. The branches must abide, or they 
wither. 

“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away…” – John 15:2 

Many take this to imply loss of salvation, but this is where right division is crucial. 

 

B. Doctrinal Audience 

This passage is not about salvation by grace through faith. It’s about discipleship and 
faithfulness, especially as it applies to the Tribulation remnant. 

Consider: 

• In 1 John, abiding is also conditional (1 John 2:28) 

• In Revelation, only those who overcome are rewarded (Rev. 2–3) 

• Jesus warns of being cast forth and burned (John 15:6)—language reminiscent of 
judgment at the Second Coming, not Church-age discipline 

 

C. The Friendship of Christ (John 15:13–15) 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 



This is fulfilled at the cross—but it also forms the foundation of true spiritual fellowship. 
In 1 John, love is the test of spiritual identity (1 John 4:7–12). 

 

V. John 16 – Warning of Tribulation and Promise of the Spirit 

 

A. Persecution Ahead (John 16:2) 

“They shall put you out of the synagogues…” 

This fits both: 

• The experience of the apostles in Acts 

• The future Tribulation believers who will be hunted and betrayed (Matt. 24:9–10) 

This is not typical Church-age Christianity. This is warning for a persecuted remnant—
just like the audience in Revelation. 

 

B. The Spirit Will Convict the World (John 16:8–11) 

Jesus explains that the Holy Spirit will: 

• Reprove the world of sin 

• Of righteousness 

• Of judgment 

This is a global ministry, active in every age, drawing hearts to truth and warning of wrath. 

 

C. Spirit of Truth Will Guide (John 16:13–14) 

The Spirit does not glorify Himself. He glorifies Christ. 

This becomes evident in 1 John, where the Spirit is the one who teaches, discerns, and 
confirms truth (1 John 2:27). 

 

VI. John 17 – The High Priestly Prayer 



This chapter stands apart. It is the real Lord’s Prayer—a holy conversation between the 
Son and the Father. 

 

A. For Themselves (John 17:6–19) 

Jesus prays for His immediate disciples: 

• That they would be kept 

• Sanctified through truth 

• Protected from the evil one 

This aligns with the faithful remnant in Revelation 12:11–17, who are preserved by God 
through tribulation. 

 

B. For Future Believers (John 17:20–26) 

“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 
word…” 

Here we see a prayer that spans dispensations: 

• For the Church, which would be birthed in Acts 2 

• For future believers, including Tribulation saints 

 

C. Unity Through Glory (John 17:22–23) 

The goal of this unity is not ecumenical compromise—but shared participation in God’s 
glory and truth. 

“That the world may know that thou hast sent me…” 

This finds echo in Revelation, where the Lamb’s bride is clothed in glory (Rev. 21:11), and 
nations see His light (Rev. 21:24). 

 

VII. Harmony Across John’s Writings 



Section 
Gospel (John 
13–17) 

1 John Revelation 

Love 
Command 

John 13:34 1 John 3:11 Rev. 2:4 (loss of first love) 

Holy Spirit John 14–16 1 John 2:27 
Rev. 2:7 (“hear what the Spirit 
saith”) 

Abiding John 15 1 John 2:6, 2:28 Rev. 3:20 (Christ at the door) 

Tribulation John 16:2 
Implied (spirit of 
antichrist) 

Rev. 6–20 

Unity and 
Glory 

John 17 1 John 3:2 
Rev. 21:22–24 (glory in the New 
Jerusalem) 

 

VIII. Doctrinal Summary: Who Is Jesus Speaking To? 

Truth Church Application Tribulation Application 

Love One Another Command of the Church Mark of the remnant 

Comfort of Return Rapture (John 14:1–3) Second Coming (Matt. 24:30) 

Abide in Me Fellowship, not salvation Condition for survival 

Holy Spirit Indwelling and sealing Teaching, empowering 

Persecution Limited in Church Age Global, severe in Tribulation 

Oneness Unity in Christ Unity of the elect in Tribulation 

 

IX. Practical Takeaways and Doctrinal Warnings 

1. Not all red letters are for the Church. 
Just because Jesus said it doesn’t mean it applies doctrinally to the Body of Christ. 
Context and audience matter. 



2. The Upper Room shows a coming shift. 
From physical presence to spiritual indwelling. From kingdom delay to mystery 
revealed. From visible leadership to invisible guidance. 

3. Comfort today will be strength tomorrow. 
What comforts the Church in John 14–16 will fortify the remnant during the 
Tribulation. The same Spirit will teach, comfort, and seal. 

4. John’s harmony is multigenerational. 
What begins in John 13 ends in Revelation 22—one Shepherd, one fold, one ultimate 
glory. 

 

Conclusion: Comfort, Clarity, and Coming Glory 

The Upper Room Discourse is not a theological snack—it’s a feast. It nourishes the weary, 
instructs the faithful, and prepares the suffering. 

To the Church, it speaks of: 

• Comfort 

• Fellowship 

• Spirit-filled unity 

To the Tribulation remnant, it speaks of: 

• Endurance 

• Faithfulness 

• Hope amid terror 

To all, it speaks of: 

• The centrality of Christ 

• The sufficiency of His Spirit 

• The inevitability of His return 

As John writes in his epistle: 

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have 
confidence…” – 1 John 2:28 



The words spoken in that upper room have echoed for two millennia—and they still call us 
to walk in the light, love the brethren, and wait for His appearing. 

Because the Lamb who knelt to wash feet in John 13… 
Is the same One who will return with eyes as fire in Revelation 19. 
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Introduction: The Gospel with a Mission 

When God chose John to write the fourth Gospel, He did not instruct him to simply retell 
what Matthew, Mark, and Luke had already documented. Instead, He inspired John to write 
with a purpose—and he makes that purpose unmistakably clear: 

“But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye might have life through his name.” – John 20:31 

John’s Gospel is not written to the Church the way Paul’s epistles are. It is not addressed 
to Jews like Matthew’s Gospel, nor is it structured like Mark’s fast-paced record of miracles 
or Luke’s orderly account. It is targeted to all people—Jew and Gentile alike—so they 
might believe on the identity of Jesus Christ. 

This essay will explore: 

• The declared purpose of the Gospel of John 

• Its role in personal salvation and evangelism 

• How it harmonizes with John’s epistles and Revelation 

• Its place in the rightly divided structure of Scripture 

• And how “believing” ties together the entire message of John’s testimony 

 

I. The Declared Purpose – Belief in Christ’s Identity 

Let’s begin with the key verse again: 

“These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God...” – John 
20:31 



This is not just a mission statement—it is a divine target. 

A. The Two-fold Aim 

1. To prove Jesus is the Christ (Messiah) 

2. To offer life through believing in His name 

This tells us John’s Gospel is evangelistic, but not just in a general sense—it is laser-
focused on who Jesus is. 

 

B. Contrast with the Synoptic Gospels 

• Matthew: “Jesus is King of the Jews” 

• Mark: “Jesus is the Suffering Servant” 

• Luke: “Jesus is the Perfect Man” 

• John: “Jesus is the Son of God” 

John’s Gospel is the only one written after the full revelation of the Church Age had 
begun. That timing matters. 

John had already seen: 

• The rejection of Christ by Israel 

• The rise of the Church through Paul 

• The persecution and confusion in the early Church 

• The threat of false doctrine 

So his Gospel is positioned not as new doctrine, but as foundational faith—an invitation 
to believe. 

 

II. The Word “Believe” in John – 98 Times 

No other book in the Bible emphasizes the word “believe” more than John’s Gospel. 

He never uses the noun “faith” (pistis in Greek), but always the verb “believe” (pisteuo). 
Why? 

Because John isn’t describing belief—he’s calling for it. 



Here are a few key verses: 

• “As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God…” – 
John 1:12 

• “He that believeth on him is not condemned…” – John 3:18 

• “He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” – John 6:47 

• “Jesus said unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the glory of God?” – John 11:40 

This repeated call shows that John’s Gospel is designed to be the entry point of faith. 

 

III. Miracles with a Message – Signs That Demand Belief 

John structures his Gospel around seven key signs that reveal Jesus’ divine identity. 

Sign Chapter Significance 

Water into wine John 2 Jesus brings new joy, replacing old covenant 

Healing nobleman’s son John 4 Faith beyond physical presence 

Healing at Bethesda John 5 Power over time and religious limitation 

Feeding the 5,000 John 6 Bread of Life provision 

Walking on water John 6 Power over nature 

Healing the man born 
blind 

John 9 Light to those in darkness 

Raising Lazarus John 11 
Power over death and preview of national 
resurrection 

Each of these miracles points not just to Jesus’ power—but to His nature and role as the 
Son of God. 

 

IV. Believing vs. Seeing – The Thomas Lesson 

“Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” – John 20:29 



This statement, spoken to Thomas after the resurrection, shifts the focus from eyewitness 
faith to Word-based faith. 

John is preparing the world for a time without Jesus in the flesh, where belief will be 
based on Scripture, not sight. 

This is precisely the world we live in—and why John’s Gospel is still the most effective book 
for evangelism and personal salvation. 

 

V. The Witnesses in John – Belief through Testimony 

John builds his Gospel using the testimony of others who verify Christ’s identity. 

 

A. John the Baptist (John 1:6–8, 1:29–34) 

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

John’s Gospel opens with a prophet pointing to Christ’s atoning role—a theme echoed in 
Revelation 5, where the Lamb is worshipped for redemption. 

 

B. The Father (John 5:37) 

“The Father himself… hath borne witness of me.” 

Jesus invokes the Father as His ultimate source—fulfilling the Jewish standard of two or 
three witnesses (Deut. 19:15). 

 

C. The Works (John 10:25) 

“The works that I do… they bear witness of me.” 

The signs are evidence. But still, belief is required. 

 

D. The Scriptures (John 5:39) 

“Search the scriptures… they are they which testify of me.” 

John links Old Testament prophecy to Christ, just as he does in Revelation (Rev. 19:10 – 
“the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”). 



 

VI. The Epistles – Confirming Belief and Guarding the Faith 

John’s epistles continue the theme of belief, but now with a focus on assurance and 
discernment. 

 

A. 1 John: That Ye May Know 

“These things have I written… that ye may know that ye have eternal life…” – 1 John 5:13 

This verse mirrors John 20:31—but now directed at believers, not seekers. 

 

B. Belief in Jesus as the Christ (1 John 5:1) 

“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God…” 

This returns to John 20:31. Belief in His Messiahship and Sonship is essential. But John 
also warns: 

“Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God…” – 1 
John 4:3 

He is defending the faith against early Gnostic and antichrist doctrines. 

 

C. The Test of Truth 

John gives three tests in 1 John to verify true belief: 

1. Doctrinal – Belief in Jesus as the Christ (1 John 5:1) 

2. Moral – Obedience to God’s commandments (1 John 2:3–4) 

3. Social – Love for the brethren (1 John 3:14) 

These are not conditions for salvation, but evidences of it—especially in a Tribulation 
context where false believers will abound. 

 

VII. Belief in Revelation – Enduring to the End 

In Revelation, belief is seen in the faithfulness of the saints, especially under persecution. 



 

A. The Overcomers (Revelation 2–3) 

Each church is addressed individually, but the pattern is the same: 

“To him that overcometh…” 

Belief here is not casual—it is tested, persecuted, and victorious. 

 

B. The Martyrs (Revelation 6:9–11; 7:9–14) 

Those who die for their faith in the Tribulation are described as: 

• “They that came out of great tribulation…” 

• “They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb…” – Rev. 12:11 

Their belief costs them their lives—but it gains them a crown and a place before the 
throne. 

 

C. The Mark of the Beast – The Ultimate Divider 

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the 
book of life…” – Revelation 13:8 

Here belief is no longer theoretical—it determines eternal destiny. 

John’s original call to “believe that Jesus is the Christ” becomes the final line in the sand. 
Those who reject Him embrace the Beast. 

 

VIII. Harmony Table: The Thread of Belief 

Book Key Verse Purpose Audience 

John John 20:31 Evangelism – that ye might believe Jew & Gentile 

1 John 1 John 5:13 Assurance – that ye may know Believers 

Revelation Rev. 12:11 Endurance – that ye overcome Tribulation Saints 

 



IX. Rightly Dividing John’s “Belief” Theology 

Context Belief Brings Conditional? Application 

John 
(Gospel) 

Eternal life by faith in Jesus No Salvation 

1 John 
Assurance through 
righteousness and love 

Yes (evidence) 
Discipleship / 
Remnant 

Revelation 
Overcoming through loyalty to 
Christ 

Yes (for reward & 
survival) 

Tribulation 

 

X. Evangelism, Assurance, and Prophecy – The Triple Use of John 

John’s writings serve three essential purposes in Christian life and study: 

 

1. Gospel of John – Evangelistic Tool 

• Ideal for reaching the lost 

• Emphasizes identity and deity of Christ 

• Requires no prior biblical knowledge 

• Universally accessible and spiritually rich 

 

2. 1 John – Assurance and Discernment 

• Useful for young believers 

• Helps identify false doctrine 

• Encourages loving, obedient fellowship 

• Especially vital in times of apostasy 

 

3. Revelation – End-time Encouragement 

• Reveals the culmination of belief 



• Warns against compromise 

• Exalts Christ as Judge and King 

• Strengthens the remnant to endure 

 

Conclusion: Believing to Live, Living to Believe 

John did not write with flattery or ambiguity. He wrote so that you would believe—and that 
believing, you would have life. 

He knew the stakes. He saw the Son of God. He leaned on His chest. He watched Him die. 
And he saw Him again, risen and glorified. 

So he wrote... 

• For the sinner to be saved 

• For the saint to be sure 

• For the sufferer to be strong 

From John’s Gospel to his epistles to the apocalypse of Revelation, the message is 
consistent: 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Believe. Overcome. Reign with Him. 

That ye might believe… 
That ye might know… 
That ye might overcome… 

And that, in believing, you might have life in His name. 
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Introduction: A Whisper Turned to a Flame 

When Jesus began speaking of the Comforter in John 14–16, He was not introducing a new 
Spirit. He was revealing the next stage of God’s eternal plan: the indwelling and 



empowering presence of the Holy Ghost, who would testify of Christ, guide believers, 
and convict the world. 

“But when the Comforter is come… he shall testify of me.” – John 15:26 

This doctrine of the Holy Spirit—called the Spirit of Truth—echoes across all three of 
John’s bodies of work: 

• In the Gospel of John, the Spirit is promised and described. 

• In 1 John, He becomes the inner witness, teaching and guarding. 

• In Revelation, He speaks to the churches and empowers overcomers in the most 
hostile conditions on earth. 

This essay explores the Spirit of Truth as John saw Him: not simply a vague presence, but 
a divine Person with a voice, a mission, and a role in the unfolding redemption of mankind. 

 

I. The Promise of the Spirit – John 14–16 

The doctrine of the Holy Spirit in John’s Gospel is highly concentrated in chapters 14–16. 
In these chapters, Jesus calls Him the “Comforter” (Greek: Parakletos)—meaning 
advocate, helper, or intercessor. 

 

A. Sent from the Father (John 14:16–17) 

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter…” 

This is the first mention of the Holy Spirit in this form. Christ had been their Comforter on 
earth, but now another would come—not beside them, but within them. 

“...for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” – John 14:17 

This is a dispensational transition: from external interaction (Old Testament) to internal 
indwelling (Church Age). 

 

B. The Spirit of Truth 

Jesus uses the specific phrase “Spirit of truth” three times: 

• John 14:17 



• John 15:26 

• John 16:13 

This title matters. He is not just the Spirit—He is the Spirit who guides into truth, exposing 
lies, correcting error, and glorifying Christ. 

“He shall not speak of himself… he shall glorify me…” – John 16:13–14 

This rules out the charismatic obsession with the Spirit apart from Christ. The Holy Spirit 
never glorifies Himself—He glorifies the Son. 

 

C. The Spirit’s Roles in John’s Gospel 

Verse Role of the Spirit 

John 14:16–17 Indwells and comforts 

John 14:26 Teaches and reminds 

John 15:26 Testifies of Christ 

John 16:8 Convicts the world 

John 16:13 Guides into truth 

John 16:14 Glorifies Christ 

 

II. The Spirit in 1 John – Guarding Against Deception 

In 1 John, written decades after the Gospel, the Holy Spirit is now active within the body of 
believers, but not without threat from antichrists, false teachers, and spirits of error. 

 

A. The Anointing – 1 John 2:20, 27 

“But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” – 1 John 2:20 
“But the anointing which ye have received… abideth in you…” – 1 John 2:27 

John refers to the Holy Spirit as the “anointing”, echoing Old Testament imagery where 
kings and priests were anointed for service. 



Here, every believer has received this anointing, and with it comes: 

• Spiritual discernment 

• No dependence on false teachers 

• Abiding truth 

This is not mystical knowledge, but the Spirit’s ministry of illumination, which Paul also 
describes (1 Corinthians 2:12–16). 

 

B. Try the Spirits – 1 John 4:1 

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God…” 

Here John warns that not every supernatural claim or spiritual impression is from God. 
False teachers come with charisma, power, and Scripture—but deny Christ’s incarnation. 

 

C. The Test of Truth 

“Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh is of God.” – 1 John 4:2 

This confession is doctrinal, not emotional. The Spirit of Truth never contradicts the 
Gospel. Any teaching that denies Christ’s deity, humanity, or substitutionary death is not 
from God. 

This principle will become critical in the Tribulation, where deception abounds. 

 

III. The Spirit in Revelation – Final Warning and Eternal Voice 

In Revelation, the Holy Spirit appears not as a Comforter, but as a Voice, a Witness, and a 
Power behind the faithful. 

 

A. “He That Hath an Ear, Let Him Hear…” – Revelation 2–3 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches…” 

This phrase occurs seven times—once for each church. It reveals: 

• The Spirit is still speaking 



• He speaks through rebuke, correction, and warning 

• His message is to the remnant in each church 

This is not emotionalism or extra-biblical revelation—it is the Scripture’s own Word, 
applied by the Spirit. 

 

B. The Seven Spirits Before the Throne 

“And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits 
of God.” – Rev. 4:5 

This symbolizes the complete fullness of the Spirit’s ministry. The number seven indicates 
perfection. 

These seven spirits are alluded to in Isaiah 11:2: 

1. Spirit of the Lord 

2. Spirit of wisdom 

3. Spirit of understanding 

4. Spirit of counsel 

5. Spirit of might 

6. Spirit of knowledge 

7. Spirit of the fear of the Lord 

These aspects are all seen in Revelation, as the Spirit empowers the Lamb’s people and 
judges the wicked. 

 

C. The Spirit and the Bride Say “Come” – Revelation 22:17 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come…” 

This is the final call of Scripture. The Spirit invites. He does not force. He calls to the 
thirsty, to the broken, to the longing. 

He has always pointed to Christ—and now, as the book closes, He still does. 

 



IV. Doctrinal Distinctions – The Spirit’s Ministry Across Ages 

Let’s rightly divide how the Holy Spirit operates in each dispensational context. 

 

A. Old Testament 

• Came upon people temporarily (Samson, Saul, David) 

• Empowered for tasks, not salvation 

• Could depart (Psalm 51:11) 

 

B. Church Age 

• Indwells permanently (Eph. 1:13) 

• Seals until redemption (Eph. 4:30) 

• Teaches, comforts, convicts 

• Bears fruit (Gal. 5:22–23) 

 

C. Tribulation 

• Still active (Rev. 2:7, Rev. 11:11) 

• Empowers witnesses (Two Witnesses, 144,000) 

• Speaks to churches (Rev. 2–3) 

• Protects the remnant (Rev. 12) 

But He does not seal in the same way as in the Church Age. The sealing of the 144,000 
(Rev. 7) is external, not the internal Spirit-baptism we see in 1 Corinthians 12:13. 

 

D. Millennium 

• Poured out upon all flesh (Joel 2:28–29) 

• Teaches the nations 

• Is no longer resisted (Isaiah 11:9) 



The Spirit, once rejected, now fills the earth. 

 

V. Practical Theology – Walking in the Spirit of Truth 

What does John’s portrait of the Spirit of Truth mean for us today? 

 

1. Truth Matters More Than Emotion 

The Spirit is called the Spirit of Truth, not the Spirit of feeling. Any movement, revival, or 
sermon that magnifies experience over doctrine is not of the Spirit. 

 

2. The Spirit Points to Christ 

“He shall glorify me…” – John 16:14 

If the center of attention is the preacher, the manifestations, or the crowd, the Spirit is not 
present. Where the Spirit is, Christ is exalted. 

 

3. The Spirit Guards the Remnant 

In 1 John and Revelation, the Spirit’s role is defensive—keeping believers from error, false 
spirits, and deception. This is crucial in the last days (2 Thess. 2:7–10). 

 

4. The Spirit Equips the Overcomer 

In Revelation, overcomers do not succeed because of charisma or willpower—but because 
they walk by the Spirit and hold to the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus (Rev. 
12:11, 20:4). 

 

VI. Harmony Table – The Spirit of Truth Across John’s Writings 

Book Name/Role of Spirit Function 

John 14–16 Comforter / Spirit of Truth Indwells, teaches, guides, testifies 



Book Name/Role of Spirit Function 

1 John 2–4 Anointing / Witness 
Guards against error, teaches, 
confirms truth 

Revelation 
Voice to the churches, seven Spirits, 
power 

Warns, judges, invites, empowers 

 

VII. The Trinity in Unity – The Spirit Glorifies the Son and Serves the Father 

The Holy Spirit is not a rogue agent. He is God, fully and eternally. But His role is functional 
submission: 

• Sent by the Father 

• Glorifies the Son 

• Dwells within the believer 

This unity is seen in John 14–17, echoed in 1 John, and consummated in Revelation. 

 

Conclusion: The Spirit Is Still Speaking 

The Comforter has come. 

He indwells the believer. 
He exposes the lie. 
He glorifies the Son. 
He empowers the witness. 
And He will not stop until the work is finished. 

John’s testimony of the Holy Spirit is not mystical fluff. It is precise, Christ-centered, 
doctrinally rich, and prophetically accurate. 

When John closes Revelation with the words: 

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come…” 

He’s reminding us that the Spirit is still inviting, still convicting, still teaching, and still 
glorifying Jesus Christ. 



In a world of false spirits, lying wonders, and religious counterfeits, the Spirit of Truth 
remains the believer’s greatest ally. 

So listen. Walk. Abide. 

And believe the One who said: 

“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth…” – John 16:13 
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Introduction: The World That Hates and Woos 

In many pulpits today, the world is described as a place of opportunity, potential, and 
discovery. But in the writings of John—especially when read across his Gospel, epistles, 
and the Book of Revelation—the world is not a neutral stage. It is an active, hostile, 
seductive system, ruled by spiritual powers and entirely opposed to the purposes of God. 

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world…” – 1 John 2:15 
“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.” – John 15:18 

John doesn’t treat the world as a place to be improved. He portrays it as a system to be 
overcome. It is a battleground, not a playground. 

In this essay, we will trace the concept of “the world” (Greek: kosmos) across John’s 
writings, focusing on: 

• Its spiritual identity and influence 

• Its hatred for the believer 

• Its seductive power through lust and pride 

• Its judgment and downfall in Revelation 

• And the believer’s calling to overcome it by faith 

This is not about environmentalism or geography. This is about spiritual warfare, doctrinal 
clarity, and the clear separation between the Church and the world. 

 

I. The World in John’s Gospel – Darkness That Hates the Light 



The word “world” appears more than 75 times in the Gospel of John. From the beginning, 
it’s clear: this “world” is not just the earth—it is a spiritual system, populated by people, 
empowered by darkness, and hostile toward God. 

 

A. John 1:10 – “The world knew him not.” 

“He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” 

This is the paradox: the Creator enters His creation, and creation rejects Him. The “world” 
here is not simply unaware—it is willfully blind. It chooses not to know. 

 

B. John 3:19 – “Men loved darkness rather than light…” 

“Because their deeds were evil.” 

The world’s rejection of Christ is not a failure of intellect—it’s a matter of moral rebellion. 
This explains why no amount of apologetics or logic can convert a sinner without the work 
of the Holy Spirit. The world prefers darkness. 

 

C. John 7:7 – “The world… hateth me, because I testify of it…” 

Jesus’ presence exposes sin. His message is not neutral—it confronts. This is why the world 
hated Him, and why it will hate all who follow Him. 

 

D. John 15:18–19 – “The world hateth you.” 

“If ye were of the world, the world would love his own…” 

The world has its own system of loyalty and identity. Those who don’t belong to it become 
targets. 

Jesus didn’t promise cultural relevance or worldly favor—He promised opposition. 

 

E. John 17:14–16 – “They are not of the world…” 

In His high priestly prayer, Jesus emphasizes: 

• His disciples are not of the world 



• He does not pray for the world (John 17:9) 

• They are hated by the world 

This separation is foundational. The Church is not an upgrade to the world—it is a called-
out body, utterly distinct in nature and destiny. 

 

II. The World in 1 John – Seduction and Separation 

In John’s first epistle, the tone shifts. The Gospel showed the world’s hatred; now the 
epistle shows its enticement. 

 

A. 1 John 2:15–17 – “Love not the world…” 

“If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 

This is not just advice—it’s a test of allegiance. 

 

B. Threefold Temptation Pattern 

“For all that is in the world…” 

1. The lust of the flesh – physical appetites 

2. The lust of the eyes – covetousness and visual appeal 

3. The pride of life – ego, status, and ambition 

These echo the original temptation in the Garden (Gen. 3:6): 

• Good for food (lust of flesh) 

• Pleasant to the eyes (lust of eyes) 

• Desired to make one wise (pride of life) 

And they reappear in Satan’s temptation of Christ (Luke 4:1–12). The world’s strategy 
hasn’t changed—but neither has its danger. 

 

C. Passing Away 

“The world passeth away, and the lust thereof…” 



John reminds us that the world is temporary. Its trends, systems, values, and idols will be 
burned. Only those who do the will of God abide forever. 

 

D. Friendship with the World is Spiritual Adultery 

While John doesn’t use this phrase, James does: 

“Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God?” – James 4:4 

To love the world system is to betray Christ. You cannot hold the cross in one hand and the 
world’s rewards in the other. 

 

III. The World in Revelation – The System That Will Be Judged 

In Revelation, John’s final book, the world becomes personified and systematized in full 
detail. 

 

A. Revelation 13 – The World Worships the Beast 

“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him…” – Revelation 13:8 

Here, “the world” becomes the Beast system. Those who are not written in the Book of Life 
become willing participants in a demonic political-religious structure. 

The Beast is not just a person—it is a world order. And John traces it directly to the Dragon 
(Satan). 

 

B. Revelation 17 – Mystery Babylon: The World’s Religious Whore 

“With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication…” – Revelation 17:2 

Babylon is the religious center of the world. She is: 

• Beautiful on the outside 

• Full of abominations 

• Drunk with the blood of saints 

This is apostate religion, partnered with political power. It is the culmination of centuries 
of false worship and worldly alliance. 



 

C. Revelation 18 – The Fall of Babylon: Economic Collapse 

“Alas, alas, that great city Babylon… in one hour is thy judgment come.” – Rev. 18:10 

The world system’s economic engine collapses. The merchants weep, not because of 
righteousness, but because their profits are gone. 

The system that promised prosperity ends in smoke and ruin. 

 

D. Revelation 19–20 – Christ Judges the World 

The final scene is not a roundtable. It is a battle: 

“The beast was taken… and cast alive into a lake of fire…” – Rev. 19:20 

Christ does not reform the world. He destroys the wicked system, defeats the armies of 
darkness, and inaugurates His millennial reign. 

 

IV. Doctrinal Harmony – From Exposure to Judgment 

Book What John Says About the World 

John (Gospel) The world is blind, hates Christ, and rejects light 

1 John The world is seductive, corrupt, and passing away 

Revelation The world is judged, destroyed, and replaced by Christ’s kingdom 

The trajectory is clear: the world rejects, tempts, and is ultimately destroyed. 

 

V. Rightly Dividing “World” in Context 

The word “world” (kosmos) is not always negative. Sometimes it refers to: 

• The people in the world (John 3:16) 

• The created order (John 1:10) 

• The global reach of Christ’s sacrifice (1 John 2:2) 



But in doctrinal context, especially in 1 John and Revelation, “the world” means the system 
under Satan’s control (2 Cor. 4:4). 

This world includes: 

• Philosophies 

• Governments 

• Economies 

• Entertainment 

• Religion 

All designed to draw man away from God. 

 

VI. Victory Over the World – The Overcomer’s Testimony 

“And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.” – 1 John 5:4 

John’s solution to the world is not withdrawal into a cave—it is faith in Christ. 

That faith leads to: 

• Discernment 

• Boldness 

• Separation 

• Hope 

In Revelation, the “overcomer” is one who resists the world’s system, even unto death 
(Rev. 12:11). 

 

VII. The Church’s Stance Toward the World 

The modern Church is often too soft on the world. But John’s writings call for: 

1. Doctrinal Separation – We must not mix biblical truth with worldly ideologies. 

2. Moral Purity – The lusts of the world are not entertainment—they are poison. 

3. Evangelistic Urgency – We reach people in the world, but we do not conform to it 
(Rom. 12:2). 



4. Prophetic Clarity – We declare the coming judgment of the world—not just its 
“need for healing.” 

 

VIII. The Final Separation – A New World Is Coming 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth…” – Revelation 21:1 

This is the ultimate hope of the believer—not a Christianized version of this world, but a 
brand new one, with: 

• No more curse 

• No more night 

• No more sin 

• No more deception 

The world as we know it is headed for destruction. 

“For the fashion of this world passeth away.” – 1 Corinthians 7:31 

 

Conclusion: Choose Your Allegiance – Christ or the World 

John’s triple testimony is unmistakable: 

• The world hates Christ 

• The world deceives the believer 

• The world will be judged and replaced 

The question is not how close can I get to the world without sinning? 
The question is how far can I flee from the world to stay loyal to Christ? 

Because you can’t love both. 

“If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” – 1 John 2:15 

So walk in truth. 
Abide in Christ. 
Overcome the world. 

Because this world is not your home. 
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Introduction: A Spirit Already at Work 

When most people think of the Antichrist, they imagine the final world leader in 
Revelation—a man possessed by Satan, ruling a global empire, demanding worship, and 
initiating persecution. While this is accurate, John’s writings reveal that the spirit of 
antichrist is not merely a future reality—it was already active in the first century and is 
increasing in power and influence. 

“Even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.” – 1 John 
2:18 

John gives us more clarity on the Antichrist—his nature, spirit, and manifestation—than any 
other New Testament writer. His Gospel shows the seed of betrayal in Judas, his epistles 
reveal the spirit of antichrist in false teachers, and his Revelation unveils the Beast 
himself in full power. 

This essay will trace the Antichrist spirit through John's Gospel, 1 John, and Revelation, 
uncovering the progression from subtle deception to global domination. We will also 
explore how the Church is called to discern, resist, and overcome this system, even 
before it reaches its final form. 

 

I. Judas in John – The Prototype Antichrist 

John’s Gospel gives us unique insight into Judas Iscariot. He is more than a tragic disciple—
he is a type, a shadow, and a preview of the Antichrist. 

 

A. John 6:70–71 – “One of you is a devil.” 

“Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 

Note: Jesus did not say Judas has a devil. He says he is a devil. 

John is the only Gospel writer to make this distinction, and he does so early—long before 
the betrayal. Judas is not merely misguided. He is demonic. 

 



B. John 12:4–6 – The Thief With a Cause 

“This he said, not that he cared for the poor…” 

Judas criticizes Mary for anointing Jesus with costly ointment. He sounds noble—
concerned for the poor—but John exposes his real motive: greed. 

This echoes the deceptive language of the Antichrist system, which will use causes like 
peace, equality, and justice to conceal Satanic control. 

 

C. John 13:2, 27 – “Satan entered into him.” 

“And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do 
quickly.” 

Judas becomes possessed by Satan himself—the only person in Scripture, besides the 
future Antichrist, who shares this fate. 

This possession leads directly to betrayal, death, and the activation of events leading to 
the crucifixion. 

Judas is the original “son of perdition” (John 17:12)—a title shared only by the Antichrist in 
2 Thessalonians 2:3. 

 

D. Judas as the Seed of the Serpent 

Just as Cain was “of that wicked one” (1 John 3:12), Judas embodies the serpent’s line. 

• He infiltrates the inner circle 

• He feigns loyalty 

• He betrays Christ with a kiss 

In Revelation, the Beast will do the same on a global scale—appearing to bring peace but 
leading the world to war against the Lamb. 

 

II. The Spirit of Antichrist in 1 John 

While Judas was a man, the spirit of antichrist is a doctrine, a movement, a mindset. 
John identifies and defines this spirit in no uncertain terms. 



 

A. 1 John 2:18 – Many Antichrists Already 

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even 
now are there many antichrists…” 

There is a future Antichrist ("that antichrist"), but the spirit was already present in John’s 
day. It shows up in: 

• False teachers 

• Apostates 

• Doctrinal deceivers 

These are not atheists. They operate within the visible church, claiming spiritual authority 
while denying Christ’s nature. 

 

B. 1 John 2:22 – Denial of the Son 

“He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.” 

This is the core mark of the Antichrist spirit: it denies the unique relationship between the 
Father and the Son. 

• It may claim “God,” but reject Jesus as divine 

• It may affirm “Jesus,” but as a prophet, teacher, or avatar—not as God manifest in 
the flesh 

This aligns perfectly with the one-world religious system forming even today—where 
“god” is welcome, but exclusive truth in Christ is offensive. 

 

C. 1 John 4:3 – Denial of the Incarnation 

“Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God…” 

This is a direct assault on: 

• The deity of Christ 

• The humanity of Christ 

• The historical incarnation 



Gnostic heresies in John’s day denied that Jesus had a true human body. Today, the same 
spirit dissolves Christ into mythology, metaphor, or cosmic energy. 

 

D. 2 John 7 – Deceivers and Antichrist 

“For many deceivers are entered into the world…” 

John warns that these deceivers are not neutral—they are antichrist. They seek to enter 
homes, distort doctrine, and pull believers from the truth. 

John does not urge dialogue. He says: 

“Receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed.” – 2 John 10 

This is the level of seriousness with which the early Church treated the antichrist spirit. 

 

III. The Antichrist Unveiled in Revelation 

In Revelation, the Antichrist is no longer hidden. The spirit becomes flesh once more—but 
this time, not in humility and grace, but in blasphemy and force. 

 

A. Revelation 13 – The Beast from the Sea 

“And the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” – Rev. 13:2 

The Beast (Antichrist) is: 

• Empowered by Satan 

• Worshipped by the world 

• Miraculously wounded and revived 

• Blasphemous against God 

• Given power over all nations 

This is Satan’s counterfeit Christ. He mimics the resurrection. He demands worship. He 
rules globally. 

 

B. Revelation 13:11–18 – The False Prophet 



“And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him…” 

This second beast is the religious arm of the system. He: 

• Performs miracles 

• Calls down fire 

• Creates an image to be worshipped 

• Institutes the mark of the Beast 

This is the final form of the antichrist spirit—religion and government united, empowered 
by Satan, and focused on destroying the saints. 

 

C. Revelation 17 – The Harlot Rides the Beast 

Mystery Babylon is the apostate religious system that rides the Beast until she is 
destroyed. This is the culmination of centuries of false religion—rooted in the Tower of 
Babel, running through Egypt, Rome, and apostate Christianity. 

“And the woman… was drunken with the blood of the saints…” – Rev. 17:6 

The Antichrist spirit always kills true believers. 

 

D. Revelation 19:19–20 – Final Judgment 

“And the beast was taken… and cast alive into a lake of fire…” 

The Antichrist, like Judas, ends in destruction—cast alive into torment, along with the 
False Prophet. 

This fulfills Paul's prophecy: 

“That man of sin… the son of perdition… whom the Lord shall consume…” – 2 Thess. 2:3, 8 

 

IV. Antichrist’s Traits Across John’s Writings 

Trait Judas (John) Antichrists (1 John) Beast (Revelation) 

Deceptive Pretended loyalty False teachers Counterfeit Christ 



Trait Judas (John) Antichrists (1 John) Beast (Revelation) 

Spiritual Called a devil Denies Christ’s identity Empowered by Satan 

Religious Part of Jesus’ circle Infiltrate the church Commands worship 

Violent Betrays Jesus to death Spiritually deadly Slaughters saints 

Final End Son of perdition Rejected by God Cast into lake of fire 

 

V. The Church’s Call to Discern and Overcome 

The spirit of antichrist is not coming—it’s here. 

It is in: 

• Pulpits that deny Christ’s deity 

• Religions that replace grace with works 

• Governments that exalt man as savior 

• Entertainment that mocks holiness 

• Social movements that elevate man’s glory above God’s truth 

John equips us to recognize and resist it. 

 

A. Know the Truth (1 John 2:20–21) 

“Ye have an unction… and ye know all things.” 

We are not helpless. The Holy Spirit gives discernment, conviction, and clarity. 

 

B. Abide in Christ (1 John 2:28) 

“Abide in him; that… we may have confidence…” 

Abiding is the antidote to deception. Those who drift from Christ drift toward error. 

 

C. Test the Spirits (1 John 4:1–3) 



We must judge doctrine by: 

• The person of Christ 

• The authority of Scripture 

• The fruit of righteousness 

If a teaching denies the Son, glorifies self, or excuses sin—it is not of God. 

 

D. Prepare to Suffer (Revelation 13:7–10) 

“Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” 

The Antichrist spirit always leads to persecution. We must be ready to: 

• Lose comfort 

• Lose favor 

• Lose even life 

• But never lose faith 

 

VI. Victory Over the Antichrist 

“They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony…” – Rev. 
12:11 

The world will follow the Beast. The Church will be raptured before he’s revealed (2 Thess. 
2:6–7), but the spirit of antichrist must still be resisted now. 

And the remnant in the Tribulation will overcome by blood, by testimony, and by 
endurance. 

 

Conclusion: From Betrayal to Fire – The Full Revelation of Antichrist 

John's writings give us a panoramic view: 

• In his Gospel: The traitor walks among the saints. 

• In his epistles: The deceivers twist doctrine and seduce the naïve. 

• In his Revelation: The Beast ascends, only to be cast into fire. 



The spirit of antichrist is here. The Antichrist himself is coming. 

And those who follow Christ must: 

• Discern the spirit 

• Reject false doctrine 

• Hold fast to the truth 

• Abide in the Son 

• Overcome by the blood of the Lamb 

Because in the end, the Lamb wins. The Beast burns. And the remnant rejoices. 

 

14 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / Eternal 
Life Defined – The Nature, Source, and Security of Everlasting Life 

 

Introduction: More Than Forever – Life That Begins Now 

When most people hear the phrase "eternal life," they think primarily of duration—living 
forever after death. But in John’s writings, eternal life is far more than just endless 
existence. It is a present possession, a quality of relationship, and a person—Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.” – John 17:3 

This definition from Jesus’ own lips redefines eternal life as knowing God, not simply going 
to heaven. And the Gospel of John, 1 John, and the Book of Revelation all build on this truth, 
showing how eternal life: 

• Begins the moment one believes 

• Is rooted in the person of Christ 

• Produces love, obedience, and assurance 

• Is kept by God, not human effort 

• Is contrasted with eternal death and wrath 



This essay will explore how John presents eternal life not only as a future hope, but a 
present reality, a doctrinal anchor, and an unbreakable promise. 

 

I. The Gospel of John – Believing Unto Life 

From the opening chapter, John makes it clear that eternal life is the result of believing on 
the Son of God. 

 

A. The Purpose Statement – John 20:31 

“These are written, that ye might believe… and that believing ye might have life through his 
name.” 

John wrote his Gospel as a soul-winning tool, with the specific purpose of producing faith 
that leads to eternal life. 

 

B. John 3:16 – Everlasting Life Through Belief 

“...that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

This most well-known verse gives the clearest condition: believing brings everlasting life. 

Key points: 

• The contrast is perish vs. have life 

• Life is given, not earned 

• It is present tense—“have,” not “will have” 

 

C. John 5:24 – Passed from Death to Life 

“He that heareth my word, and believeth… hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation…” 

This is a powerful doctrinal verse: 

• “Hath” – Present possession 

• “Shall not come into condemnation” – Eternal security 



• “Is passed from death unto life” – Irreversible change of position 

John draws a legal line: belief changes the believer’s status before God forever. 

 

D. John 10:27–28 – No One Can Pluck Them Out 

“I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish…” 

Here Jesus emphasizes that eternal life is: 

• Given by Him directly 

• Uninterruptible (“shall never perish”) 

• Securely held in His hand and the Father's hand 

The Greek for “never perish” (ou mē apolōntai eis ton aiōna) is an emphatic negative—
never, ever. 

 

E. John 6:47 – “He that believeth hath everlasting life.” 

The condition is clear: believe, and the result is possession of eternal life. 

There is no probationary period, no checklist of works. The promise is immediate and 
permanent. 

 

II. Eternal Life in 1 John – Proofs, Love, and Assurance 

John’s first epistle moves from inviting belief to proving life. His purpose is not 
evangelism, but assurance. 

 

A. 1 John 5:13 – “That ye may know…” 

“These things have I written… that ye may know that ye have eternal life…” 

This is the companion to John 20:31. The Gospel was written to produce faith. The epistle 
was written to affirm it. 

John wants believers to know, not guess. 

 



B. 1 John 5:11–12 – “He that hath the Son hath life…” 

“And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” 

This passage destroys two false teachings: 

1. That eternal life is a reward earned 

2. That eternal life is separate from Christ 

Eternal life = Christ Himself. To have Him is to have it. 

 

C. The Three Witnesses – 1 John 5:6–9 

• The Spirit – Witnesses inwardly 

• The Water – His baptism (beginning of ministry) 

• The Blood – His death (payment for sin) 

These three testify that Jesus is the Son of God. Belief in this testimony leads to eternal life. 

 

D. Evidence of Life – Love, Obedience, and Doctrine 

John provides three categories of evidence for those who already possess eternal life: 

1. Doctrinal – Believe Jesus is the Son of God (1 John 4:15) 

2. Moral – Keep His commandments (1 John 2:3) 

3. Social – Love the brethren (1 John 3:14) 

These are not conditions for receiving eternal life, but fruits of it. 

 

E. Confidence at Christ’s Coming – 1 John 2:28 

“Abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence…” 

Those who possess eternal life and abide in Christ will not be ashamed at His coming. 

John anticipates the judgment seat of Christ—not for salvation, but for reward. 

 

III. Eternal Life in Revelation – Rewarded and Realized 



The word “eternal life” is not frequently used in Revelation, but its fruit, contrast, and 
destiny are vividly described. 

 

A. Revelation 2:7 – The Tree of Life 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life…” 

The tree of life, first seen in Eden, appears again in Revelation. It represents unbroken 
fellowship, perpetual life, and God’s provision. 

This is the realization of eternal life in physical, resurrected form. 

 

B. Revelation 20:6 – Part of the First Resurrection 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power…” 

Eternal life is resurrection life—glorified, immortal, victorious. 

 

C. Revelation 21–22 – No More Death 

In the New Jerusalem: 

• No more sorrow 

• No more pain 

• No more death 

• The Lamb is the light 

• The water of life flows freely 

This is eternal life fully unveiled—dwelling with God, no curse, no darkness, and no sin. 

 

IV. Eternal Life vs. Eternal Death – The Ultimate Divide 

The final judgment in Revelation reveals the stark contrast between the saved and lost. 

 

A. Revelation 20:11–15 – The Great White Throne 



“Whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

Eternal life is not the default. It is the gift of God through Christ. Those who reject it will 
experience eternal death—conscious separation and torment. 

 

B. Revelation 22:14–15 – The Final Invitation 

“Blessed are they that do his commandments…” 

This reflects the faithful obedience of the redeemed—not to earn eternal life, but as the 
fruit of it. 

Outside the city are: 

• Dogs (false teachers) 

• Sorcerers (witchcraft) 

• Whoremongers (sexual perverts) 

• Murderers 

• Idolaters 

• Liars 

This is not legalism. This is the distinction between the regenerate and the reprobate. 

 

V. Rightly Dividing Eternal Life – Present, Personal, and Permanent 

Book View of Eternal Life Emphasis 

John (Gospel) Received by faith, present possession Evangelism and faith 

1 John Known by fruit and evidence Assurance and holiness 

Revelation Rewarded and glorified Victory and consummation 

 

VI. Theological Foundations 

A. Eternal Life Is Not Earned 

“The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” – Romans 6:23 



Grace alone. Through faith alone. In Christ alone. 

 

B. Eternal Life Is Irreversible 

“Shall not come into condemnation…” – John 5:24 

If one could lose eternal life, it was never eternal to begin with. 

 

C. Eternal Life Is In a Person 

“This life is in his Son.” – 1 John 5:11 

We don’t inherit a location. We inherit Him. 

 

D. Eternal Life Is Evident 

Not through perfection, but: 

• Doctrinal fidelity 

• Moral transformation 

• Brotherly love 

• Enduring faith 

 

E. Eternal Life Produces Overcomers 

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things…” – Rev. 21:7 

We overcome not by works, but by faith in the Son of God (1 John 5:4–5). 

 

VII. Eternal Life in Contrast With Counterfeits 

The world offers counterfeit versions of eternal life: 

• New Age “ascension” – Life through enlightenment 

• Religious works – Life through rituals 

• Technological transhumanism – Life through science 



• Emotional mysticism – Life through experience 

John’s writings refute them all. Life is not earned, learned, built, or discovered. It is given. 

 

Conclusion: You Either Have It, or You Don’t 

John’s message is clear: 

“He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” – 1 John 
5:12 

There is no third option. 
There is no second chance after death. 
There is no halfway possession of eternal life. 

The world fades. The flesh dies. But eternal life never fades, never weakens, never ends—
because it is Christ in us. 

So, how do you know? 

“These things have I written unto you… that ye may know…” – 1 John 5:13 

If you believe in the Son of God, you have eternal life. 

If you are sealed with His Spirit, you are kept until the day of redemption. 

And if you walk in the light and love the brethren, you can stand with confidence—knowing 
that your eternal life is not merely future… it is now. 

 

15 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The Sin 
Unto Death – Physical, Doctrinal, or Prophetic? 

 

Introduction: A Sin That Ends in Death? 

Among the many sobering statements in Scripture, few are as startling—or as 
misunderstood—as the one found in 1 John 5: 

“There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.” – 1 John 5:16 

This single line has sparked centuries of debate. What is the “sin unto death”? Can a 
believer commit it? Does it mean loss of salvation? Is it a physical death? A doctrinal error? 
A prophetic judgment? 



When studied across all of John’s writings—the Gospel of John, his epistles, and the 
Revelation—it becomes clear that John was not introducing a random concept, but 
referring to a pattern of rebellion, rejection, and irreversible consequence that fits the 
character of his writings and the larger biblical narrative. 

This essay will trace the concept of the "sin unto death" across John's threefold testimony, 
rightly dividing its immediate meaning, broader implications, and prophetic 
connections. We will discover that this is not merely a theoretical concept—but a real 
danger, both then and now. 

 

I. The Verse in Focus – 1 John 5:16–17 

“If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give 
him life… There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.” 
“All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.” 

Let’s break this passage down. 

 

A. Context – Brother Sinning 

John speaks of a "brother" sinning. This implies a fellow believer. But he distinguishes 
between: 

1. Sin not unto death – can be forgiven through intercession. 

2. Sin unto death – prayer is not encouraged; judgment follows. 

 

B. What It Does Not Mean 

• Not loss of salvation – John repeatedly affirms eternal life (1 John 5:13). 

• Not purgatory or limbo – unbiblical and foreign to John’s theology. 

• Not one specific act – It’s a pattern, not merely an incident. 

 

C. What It Likely Refers To 



John is speaking about a point of no return—where sin results in irrevocable 
consequence, whether physical death, divine judgment, or eternal separation. To 
understand fully, we must examine how this pattern appears in all three of John’s works. 

 

II. Examples in the Gospel of John – Rejection and Finality 

 

A. John 3:36 – Wrath That Abides 

“He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 

This is the terminal condition of rejection: God’s wrath remains present and permanent 
on those who refuse the Son. 

 

B. John 5:14 – “Sin No More, Lest a Worse Thing Come…” 

After healing a man, Jesus warns him to sin no more. This implies that continuation in sin 
could result in worse judgment—perhaps even death. 

 

C. John 12:39–40 – “They Could Not Believe…” 

“Therefore they could not believe…” 

These Jews had rejected so often and so deeply that their hearts were hardened. God 
judicially blinded them, as prophesied in Isaiah. This is spiritual judgment—not just 
disbelief, but being sealed in disbelief. 

This resembles Pharaoh's hardening of heart and anticipates the delusion of the Antichrist 
in 2 Thess. 2:10–12. 

 

D. Judas Iscariot – The Ultimate Example 

“It had been good for that man if he had not been born.” – Mark 14:21 
“That the Scripture might be fulfilled… none of them is lost, but the son of perdition.” – John 
17:12 

Judas: 

• Was called “a devil” (John 6:70) 



• Rejected light for darkness 

• Betrayed Christ 

• Was indwelt by Satan 

• And ended in suicide and damnation (Acts 1:25 – “his own place”) 

His life represents the sin unto death in prophetic form. 

 

III. Theological Patterns Throughout Scripture 

To rightly interpret 1 John 5, we must look at how God has dealt with sin that leads to 
death elsewhere. 

 

A. Old Testament Examples 

• Nadab and Abihu – Offered strange fire and died instantly (Lev. 10) 

• Uzzah – Touched the Ark and died (2 Sam. 6) 

• Korah, Dathan, Abiram – Rebellion resulted in being swallowed alive (Num. 16) 

• Achan – Hid sin, bringing death to himself and others (Josh. 7) 

Each case involves defiance, irreverence, and divine judgment. 

 

B. New Testament Examples 

• Ananias and Sapphira – Lied to the Holy Ghost, dropped dead (Acts 5) 

• Hymenaeus and Alexander – Delivered to Satan to learn not to blaspheme (1 Tim. 
1:20) 

• Believers at Corinth – Took the Lord’s Supper unworthily; “many sleep” (1 Cor. 
11:30) 

These are not about loss of salvation, but chastisement ending in physical death for the 
protection of the Church. 

 

IV. 1 John in Context – Evidence of Life and the Unforgiven Line 



1 John is about assurance and evidence of eternal life. But in 5:16, John introduces a 
reality: not all sin leads to restoration. 

 

A. Why Does John Mention It? 

Because even in the early Church, some believers were: 

• Straying from the faith (1 John 2:19) 

• Walking in darkness while claiming light (1 John 1:6) 

• Denying Christ’s humanity or deity (1 John 4:3) 

These sins were not casual. They were doctrinal departures—persistent, public, and 
harmful. 

 

B. The Sin Unto Death, Then and Now 

Could a believer commit such a sin? Yes, but not in the sense of losing salvation. Instead, 
the chastisement can be so severe that God ends the believer’s earthly life. 

Reasons God may do this: 

• To protect the Church (Ananias & Sapphira) 

• To uphold His holiness (1 Cor. 11) 

• To end the influence of false doctrine (1 Tim. 1:20) 

 

V. The Sin Unto Death in Revelation – Prophetic Fulfillment 

In the Book of Revelation, the concept of the “sin unto death” becomes corporate, global, 
and prophetic. 

 

A. Jezebel in Thyatira – Revelation 2:20–23 

“I gave her space to repent… and she repented not. Behold, I will cast her into a bed… and I 
will kill her children with death.” 

Here Jesus warns a church of tolerating false teaching. Jezebel’s sin—doctrinal and moral 
corruption—leads to death for her followers. 



 

B. The Beast Worshipers – Revelation 13:8 

“All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him…” 

These individuals cross a spiritual line. By taking the mark (Rev. 14:9–11), they are sealed 
for judgment. There is no repentance, no redemption. 

 

C. The Great Whore – Revelation 17–18 

Babylon the Great embodies spiritual adultery, pride, and bloodshed. Her sins reach to 
heaven, and God judges her in one hour. She is the epitome of the sin unto death—
religious hypocrisy partnered with rebellion. 

 

VI. Summary Table – Sin Unto Death Across John’s Writings 

Category Example Nature Result 

Gospel Judas Iscariot 
Betrayal, Satanic 
possession 

Eternal death 

Epistle 
Apostasy or unrepentant 
rebellion 

Doctrinal/perhaps 
physical sin 

Judgment or physical 
death 

Revelation 
Beast worshipers, Jezebel’s 
followers 

Prophetic rebellion Irrevocable judgment 

 

VII. Can Believers Commit the Sin Unto Death? 

Yes, but not unto loss of salvation. Here's the key distinction: 

• Believers can sin to the point of divine chastisement (Heb. 12:6). If unrepentant, it 
may end in physical death (1 Cor. 11:30). 

• Apostates (false professors) may commit sin that results in eternal death, 
revealing they never truly believed (1 John 2:19). 

 

VIII. What Should Our Response Be? 



A. Intercede Boldly (1 John 5:16) 

If someone sins a sin not unto death, we are called to pray, to intervene, to seek 
restoration. 

 

B. Exercise Discernment 

We are not commanded to pray for the sin unto death, not because we lack compassion, 
but because: 

• The line has been crossed 

• God’s judgment is fixed 

• Prayer cannot reverse the final decree 

 

C. Preach Repentance 

John’s writings are clear: those who sin presumptuously or persistently must be warned. 

“That ye sin not.” – 1 John 2:1 

 

D. Examine Ourselves 

“If we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.” – 1 Cor. 11:31 

The antidote to the sin unto death is self-examination, confession, and walking in the 
light (1 John 1:7–9). 

 

Conclusion: A Line That Cannot Be Crossed Lightly 

John’s message is not fear-based, but sober: 

• God is patient, but not permissive 

• Sin can be forgiven—but when persisted in, may invite chastisement 

• Apostasy, rebellion, or hypocrisy carried long enough may bring death, not 
discipline 

“There is a sin unto death…” 



To the unsaved: Today is the day of salvation. Repent and believe the Gospel. 
To the saved: Walk in the light. Confess when you stumble. Be quick to listen and slow 
to wander. 

John wrote so we would know we have eternal life—not take it for granted. 

And so, with trembling clarity, we heed his words: 

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” – 1 John 5:21 

 

 

16 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / Warning 
Against Antichrists – Future and Present Application (2 John 7–11) 

 

Introduction: Deceivers Are Already Here 

Long before the final Antichrist emerges to rule the world during the Great Tribulation, John 
tells us many antichrists have already gone out into the world. The word "antichrist" is 
found only in John’s epistles, and in 2 John, he gives one of the strongest warnings in all of 
Scripture: 

“For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.” – 2 John 7 

These antichrists are not merely atheists or pagans. They are deceivers who often appear 
within the religious world, cloaked in Christian language, denying key truths about Christ, 
while seeking to subvert the faith of true believers. 

This essay will explore how the warning against antichrists plays out across John's Gospel, 
his epistles (especially 2 John), and the Book of Revelation. We will analyze the doctrinal 
profile of the antichrist spirit, the methods of deception, and the believer’s 
responsibility to stand firm against error in every generation. 

 

I. The Doctrinal Foundation – 2 John 7–11 

John’s second epistle is brief—only thirteen verses—but it delivers a sharp, urgent 
command to the Church in the last days. 

 



A. 2 John 7 – The Deceiver and the Antichrist 

“For many deceivers are entered into the world…” 

This verse teaches us: 

1. The number is many, not few 

2. They are already present 

3. Their target is doctrinal: they “confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh” 

This is a direct assault on the Incarnation, which is foundational to the Gospel. Without 
the true, physical coming of Christ—fully God and fully man—there is no redemption. 

 

B. 2 John 8 – “Look to yourselves…” 

“That we lose not those things which we have wrought…” 

John appeals for vigilance. The threat is so serious, that one who embraces error may lose 
their full reward. 

This does not mean loss of salvation, but loss of eternal reward at the judgment seat of 
Christ (see 1 Cor. 3:15; 2 Cor. 5:10). 

 

C. 2 John 9 – “Abideth not in the doctrine of Christ…” 

“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.” 

This is key: rejection of Christ’s doctrine—particularly His deity and incarnation—means a 
person is not of God, regardless of their religious claims. 

Contrast: 

• He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ hath both the Father and the Son 

• He that transgresses it hath not God 

This is binary truth, not gray theology. 

 

D. 2 John 10–11 – Do Not Receive or Support Them 

“If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house…” 



John warns against hospitality toward heresy. To host or endorse one who teaches false 
doctrine is to become a partaker of his evil deeds. 

This verse applies not only to domestic hospitality but to church platforms, pulpits, and 
public support. Endorsing heretics—even silently—is dangerous. 

 

II. The Antichrist Spirit in John’s Gospel – Cloaked Rejection 

While the Gospel of John does not use the word “antichrist,” it lays the groundwork for his 
identification by documenting the progressive rejection of Jesus Christ by religious 
leaders. 

 

A. John 5:43 – “Another Shall Come in His Own Name” 

“I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own 
name, him ye will receive.” 

Here Jesus prophesies Israel’s future reception of the Antichrist. 

He exposes a spiritual principle: 

• True messengers, who exalt God, are rejected 

• False messengers, who exalt self, are embraced 

This is the root of the antichrist deception—prideful charisma that substitutes for truth. 

 

B. John 8:44 – “Ye Are of Your Father the Devil” 

“He is a liar, and the father of it.” 

Jesus exposes the religious leaders as sons of the devil. Why? 

• They reject truth 

• They persecute the righteous 

• They speak lies as their native tongue 

This mirrors what John writes later in 1 John 3:10 about the “children of the devil.” 

 



C. John 12:42–43 – Fear of Man Over Fear of God 

“For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.” 

Many religious leaders believed on Jesus privately, but would not confess Him publicly. 
This cowardice opened the door to compromise and deception. 

 

III. The Antichrist System in Revelation – The Final Manifestation 

John’s Gospel and epistles warn of spiritual deception. Revelation unveils the political, 
economic, and religious system that will embody the antichrist agenda. 

 

A. Revelation 13 – The Beast and the False Prophet 

“And the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” – Rev. 13:2 

Here, the Antichrist is fully revealed: 

• He is empowered by Satan 

• He receives global worship 

• He blasphemes God and persecutes saints 

• His false prophet performs miracles to validate him 

This is the full fruit of the deception John warned about in 2 John 7. 

 

B. Revelation 14:9–11 – The Mark and Eternal Judgment 

“If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark…” 

This is the sin unto death—no redemption, no second chance. 

Those who embrace the Antichrist knowingly reject Christ, and their fate is sealed. 

 

C. Revelation 16–19 – The Fall of the System 

Babylon, the religious and commercial empire of the Antichrist, is judged swiftly and 
completely: 

• Rev. 17 – Religious deception (Mystery Babylon) 



• Rev. 18 – Economic collapse 

• Rev. 19 – Christ returns and destroys the Beast and the False Prophet 

 

IV. The Antichrist Spirit Today – Doctrinal Markers 

Even before the final Beast arrives, the spirit of antichrist is already at work. According to 
John, it can be identified by key traits. 

 

A. Denial of the Deity or Incarnation of Christ 

“Every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God…” – 1 
John 4:3 

This includes: 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses (deny Jesus is God) 

• Muslims (deny He is the Son of God) 

• New Agers (redefine Christ as cosmic energy) 

• Progressive Christians (deny the virgin birth, miracles, literal resurrection) 

 

B. Denial of the Exclusivity of Christ 

“No man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” – John 14:6 

Anyone who teaches salvation through multiple paths is preaching the doctrine of 
antichrist. The gospel is exclusive, not inclusive. 

 

C. Denial of Obedience and Separation 

“Whosoever transgresseth… hath not God.” – 2 John 9 

The spirit of antichrist always wants to erase moral boundaries, soften doctrine, and 
fuse the Church with the world. 

 

D. Denial of Final Judgment 



“Behold, the Lord cometh…” – Jude 14–15 

Those who downplay hell, judgment, or the second coming are suppressing a core part of 
the Christian message. 

 

V. Our Response to Antichrists – Bold, Loving Separation 

John doesn’t just identify antichrists. He calls believers to resist, expose, and separate 
from them. 

 

A. Do Not Endorse Them (2 John 10–11) 

“Receive him not into your house…” 

This includes: 

• Publishing their books 

• Sharing their sermons 

• Tolerating them in pulpits 

• Promoting them in Christian circles 

To share in their work is to share in their sin. 

 

B. Hold Fast to the Doctrine of Christ 

“Abideth in the doctrine…” – 2 John 9 

The solution to deception is not feeling, but doctrine. We must teach, know, and defend: 

• Christ’s full deity 

• His virgin birth 

• His sinless life 

• His vicarious death 

• His bodily resurrection 

• His second coming 

 



C. Love in Truth 

2 John opens with love in truth: 

“Whom I love in the truth…” (v. 1) 

Love is not emotional permissiveness. It is tethered to truth. To truly love, you must reject 
deception. 

 

D. Warn and Restore When Possible 

While 2 John speaks of final rejection, the broader New Testament calls us to warn, 
rebuke, and rescue where possible. 

“Of some have compassion… others save with fear…” – Jude 22–23 

 

Conclusion: Antichrist Is Coming—But So Is Christ 

John’s message is timeless: 

• Many antichrists are already here 

• They operate in pulpits, publishing houses, universities, and denominations 

• They deny Christ’s person, work, or authority 

• They look spiritual, but are full of error 

• They deceive the naïve and confuse the unstable 

But John also tells us: 

“Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” – 1 John 4:4 
“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not…” – 1 John 3:6 
“To him that overcometh… I will give…” – Rev. 2–3 

We are not called to fear—but to stand, abide, and overcome. 

And when the final Antichrist is revealed, the Lamb will not tremble. 

He will ride. 

He will reign. 

And all the antichrists, from Cain to Judas to the Beast, will fall beneath His feet. 



17 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / 
Diotrephes vs. Demetrius – Church vs. Remnant Leadership (3 John) 

 

Introduction: A Tale of Two Leaders 

Leadership matters. In times of crisis, the integrity and spiritual character of those guiding 
the flock can make the difference between revival or ruin, truth or error, humility or heresy. 

In John’s third epistle, we are introduced to two contrasting leaders: Diotrephes and 
Demetrius. 

• Diotrephes is proud, controlling, resistant to apostolic authority, and refuses to 
receive true brethren. 

• Demetrius is humble, well-reported of, and walks in truth. 

Though this brief epistle is only 14 verses, it contains a vivid picture of two opposing styles 
of leadership: false institutional control versus faithful remnant character. 

When harmonized with John’s Gospel, his first two epistles, and the Book of Revelation, we 
see that this small letter is prophetic of the spiritual condition of church leadership in 
the last days—and of the kind of character God honors amid apostasy. 

 

I. The Structure and Background of 3 John 

3 John is a personal letter, written from the apostle John to Gaius, a faithful believer. 

It is unique in several ways: 

• It is the shortest book in the Greek New Testament by word count. 

• It mentions three key individuals: Gaius, Diotrephes, and Demetrius. 

• It deals not with doctrinal heresy, but with church politics, authority, and 
treatment of traveling brethren. 

But beneath the surface, it contains deep prophetic and ecclesiastical insight. 

 

II. Diotrephes – The Prototype of Carnal Church Authority 

“I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among 
them, receiveth us not.” – 3 John 9 



This is a loaded verse. Let’s unpack it. 

 

A. “Who loveth to have the preeminence” 

Diotrephes is defined by ambition. He doesn't merely lead—he demands prominence. 

This is the exact opposite of the example set by Christ: 

“Let him that is greatest among you be as the younger…” – Luke 22:26 
“He must increase, but I must decrease.” – John 3:30 (spoken by John the Baptist) 

Diotrephes represents the kind of leader that begins to emerge in the post-apostolic 
era—authoritarian, self-promoting, and hostile to the Spirit-led remnant. 

 

B. “Receiveth us not” 

He rejected the apostles—the very foundation of the Church (Eph. 2:20). 

This reveals: 

• A spirit of rebellion against God’s order 

• A man-centered system replacing Christ-centered leadership 

He would not receive apostolic correction, and therefore cut himself off from truth. 

 

C. 3 John 10 – “Prating… malicious words… forbidding… casting out…” 

Here is the full picture of Diotrephes: 

• Prating – Idle gossip and slander 

• Malicious words – Character assassination of true brethren 

• Refuses hospitality – Hinders missionary support 

• Excommunicates the faithful – Casts out those who oppose him 

Diotrephes is not just a bad leader—he is the spirit of organized religion gone rogue. 

 

III. Diotrephes in Harmony with John's Other Writings 

 



A. Gospel of John – Rejection of Authority 

In the Gospel of John, we see the religious leaders of Jesus' day: 

• Refusing correction 

• Loving the praise of men (John 12:43) 

• Persecuting the true Shepherd 

Diotrephes follows this pattern. He rejects light, resists love, and exalts himself—just 
like the Pharisees. 

 

B. 1 John – Failure to Love the Brethren 

“He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.” – 1 John 3:14 

Diotrephes refuses to receive brethren and even casts them out of the church. 

This puts him in direct violation of: 

• 1 John’s test of fellowship 

• Christ’s command to love one another (John 13:34) 

• The Holy Spirit’s role of uniting believers 

He is antichrist in behavior, though not necessarily in doctrine. 

 

C. Revelation – The Spirit of Laodicea 

The church of Laodicea (Revelation 3:14–22) is: 

• Lukewarm 

• Self-sufficient 

• Spiritually blind and naked 

Jesus is outside the door, knocking. 

Diotrephes is Laodicean leadership in embryo—the kind that arises when true spiritual 
authority is replaced by prideful administration. 

 

IV. Demetrius – A Faithful Witness 



“Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself…” – 3 John 12 

Demetrius is not famous. He is not powerful. But he is: 

• Well spoken of by all 

• Known by the truth 

• Approved by John himself 

This is the model of remnant leadership. 

 

A. “Of the truth itself” 

The truth validates Demetrius. His life matches the doctrine he confesses. 

This reflects John’s repeated emphasis on walking in truth (3 John 4). 

 

B. In Contrast to Diotrephes 

Diotrephes Demetrius 

Loves preeminence Loved by truth 

Rejects authority Receives truth 

Slanders others Commended by all 

Casts out brethren Welcomes fellowship 

Opposes apostolic teaching Is approved by apostolic witness 

 

V. Gaius – The Remnant Faithful 

John writes the letter to Gaius, commending him for: 

• Walking in truth (v. 3) 

• Showing hospitality to traveling brethren (v. 5–6) 

• Faithfulness in love and deeds (v. 5) 



Gaius is not in a place of official leadership—but he is the kind of believer God uses to 
sustain remnant work in the face of religious corruption. 

 

VI. Church vs. Remnant – Ecclesiastical Divide Foreshadowed 

This brief epistle reflects a wider, prophetic divide that John helps unveil across his 
writings. 

 

A. The Church System Becomes Corrupted 

By the time Revelation is written, five of the seven churches are rebuked. Pergamos, 
Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea are all infected with false doctrine, immorality, or spiritual 
death. 

Just like Diotrephes’ church, they are run by leaders who reject correction and silence 
faithful voices. 

 

B. The Remnant Is Preserved 

John shows that God always preserves: 

• A Gaius (faithful host) 

• A Demetrius (truth-walker) 

• A John (truth-writer) 

In Revelation, this becomes the Philadelphian church—small, weak in appearance, but 
faithful. 

“Thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.” – Rev. 
3:8 

 

VII. Modern Applications – Diotrephes and Demetrius in the 21st Century 

The spirit of Diotrephes is alive and well today in: 

• Authoritarian pastors who reject correction 

• Denominational elites who control doctrine and finances 



• Mega-ministry personalities who exalt themselves 

• Church boards that silence the Spirit and remove faithful men 

And the spirit of Demetrius is found in: 

• Faithful missionaries 

• Tentmaking pastors 

• Unknown intercessors 

• Humble teachers who preach the Book without preeminence 

 

VIII. John’s Criteria for Spiritual Leadership 

According to John, true leadership is marked by: 

Trait Supporting Scripture 

Walking in truth 3 John 3–4 

Loving the brethren 1 John 3:14 

Receiving sound doctrine 2 John 9 

Honoring apostolic teaching 3 John 9 

Rejecting preeminence John 13:14 

Pointing to Christ John 3:30 

Remaining in fellowship 1 John 1:7 

 

IX. Rightly Dividing the Prophetic Pattern 

Era False Leadership Faithful Remnant 

Old 
Testament 

Priests of Baal, corrupt kings Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah 



Era False Leadership Faithful Remnant 

Gospel of 
John 

Pharisees, Caiaphas John the Baptist, Nicodemus 

Acts & 
Epistles 

Judaizers, Demas, Diotrephes Paul, Timothy, Titus 

Revelation Babylon the Great, Laodicea 144,000, Two Witnesses 

Today 
Apostate denominations, celebrity 
culture 

Bible-believing churches, underground 
believers 

 

X. Conclusion: Choose Your Pattern 

In every generation, believers must choose: 

• Will I follow Diotrephes, seeking influence, control, and recognition? 

• Or will I be like Demetrius, walking in truth, known by God, content to be unnoticed 
by men? 

John’s letter closes without drama or apology. He warns, commends, and trusts that 
Gaius—and believers like him—will discern the difference. 

In a day where the church is often divided between institution and intimacy, between 
politics and purity, between performance and presence, we need to remember: 

“He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.” – 3 John 11 

This is not about charisma. It is about character. 
Not about titles. But about truth. 
Not about preeminence. But about obedience. 

So who will you be? 

Diotrephes? 

Demetrius? 

Gaius? 

Or perhaps John—a faithful witness to the end. 
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Introduction: A Threefold Witness 

The Apostle John was no stranger to mysterious language. In his Gospel, his epistles, and 
Revelation, he frequently layered typology, symbols, and metaphors. But one of the most 
enigmatic and profound verses he ever penned appears in 1 John 5: 

“This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.” – 1 John 5:6 

This verse—and its continuation through verse 8—mentions three witnesses: the Spirit, 
the water, and the blood. Together, they form a divine testimony to the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. 

But what exactly are these three witnesses? 

• What does it mean that Jesus came by water and blood? 

• Why must the Spirit bear witness? 

• What is the significance of this triad being unified in one accord? 

This essay will explore how John weaves the imagery of Spirit, water, and blood 
throughout his writings, revealing the foundation of the Gospel, the identity of Christ, and 
the believer’s path to overcoming in a world filled with deception. 

 

I. The Immediate Context – 1 John 5:6–8 

“This is he that came by water and blood… And there are three that bear witness in earth, 
the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.” – 1 John 5:6, 8 

This is a continuation of John’s defense of Jesus as the Son of God, opposing Gnostic 
teachings that denied the incarnation or physical death of Christ. 

 

A. The False Doctrine Refuted 

Certain early heretics (notably Cerinthus) taught that the “Christ spirit” descended on the 
man Jesus at His baptism (water), but departed before the crucifixion (blood). Thus, they 
denied that the eternal Son of God truly suffered and died. 



John’s statement—“not by water only, but by water and blood”—is a direct rebuke of this 
error. 

 

B. The Triune Witness 

The three witnesses: 

1. The Spirit – Who testifies from within (truth and assurance) 

2. The Water – Jesus’ baptism, identifying Him as the righteous Son 

3. The Blood – His atoning death on the cross 

They are not random symbols. They are foundational events that prove Jesus is both fully 
God and fully man, and the only Savior. 

 

II. Witness #1 – The Water 

 

A. The Baptism of Jesus – Gospel of John 

“And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 
abode upon him… And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.” – John 1:32, 34 

Jesus’ baptism marked: 

• The beginning of His public ministry 

• God’s audible declaration: “This is my beloved Son…” (Matt. 3:17) 

• The moment when John the Baptist bore record of Him 

The water testifies that Jesus was the anointed One, not just a random teacher. 

 

B. Typology of Water in John’s Writings 

• John 2 – Water turned to wine: purification made complete 

• John 3 – “Born of water and of the Spirit” – New birth 

• John 4 – Living water offered to the Samaritan woman 

• John 13 – Jesus washes the disciples’ feet with water 



Water is symbolic of cleansing, life, transformation, and the Word of God (John 15:3, 
Eph. 5:26). 

 

C. Revelation Imagery 

“A pure river of water of life, clear as crystal…” – Revelation 22:1 

Water represents the life-giving power of God, issuing from the throne. The water that 
began Christ’s ministry continues into eternity. 

 

III. Witness #2 – The Blood 

 

A. The Crucifixion – Gospel of John 

“But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood 
and water.” – John 19:34 

John is the only Gospel writer to record this detail. 

It’s not just medical—it’s prophetic: 

• Blood – Atonement for sin (Heb. 9:22) 

• Water – Cleansing, sanctification 

Together, they represent the twofold work of Christ—justification and sanctification. 

 

B. The Blood in 1 John 

“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” – 1 John 1:7 

This verse is not figurative. It affirms that salvation is impossible without the literal, 
physical blood of Jesus Christ. 

John is writing to combat: 

• Gnostic spiritualization of Jesus 

• Denial of His suffering and real body 

• The teaching that sin is not a real problem (1 John 1:8) 



 

C. The Blood in Revelation 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb…” – Revelation 12:11 

The blood is not only the basis for salvation, but also for victory in spiritual warfare. 

It also appears in: 

• Rev. 5:9 – “Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood…” 

• Rev. 7:14 – “They… washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” 

The blood runs through John’s writings like a crimson thread—from the cross to the final 
redemption. 

 

IV. Witness #3 – The Spirit 

 

A. The Spirit at Christ’s Baptism 

“The Spirit descending from heaven like a dove…” – John 1:32 

The Holy Ghost confirmed Jesus’ identity publicly, and anointed Him for service (Isaiah 
61:1, Luke 4:18). 

 

B. The Spirit in 1 John 

“It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.” – 1 John 5:6 

This internal witness provides: 

• Conviction of sin and truth (John 16:8) 

• Assurance of salvation (1 John 3:24, Rom. 8:16) 

• Discernment against false spirits (1 John 4:1–3) 

 

C. The Spirit in Revelation 

Though often overlooked, the Holy Spirit is present in Revelation: 



• Seven Spirits before the throne – Rev. 1:4; 4:5 

• Spirit speaks to the churches – Rev. 2–3 

• Spirit and the Bride say, Come – Rev. 22:17 

Even in the end, the Spirit is drawing, warning, and testifying. 

 

V. The Unity of the Witnesses 

“And these three agree in one.” – 1 John 5:8 

These are not contradictory testimonies. They each confirm the same truth: 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God—eternal, incarnate, crucified, risen, and reigning. 

 

A. Trinity Parallel 

There is a beautiful parallel between the Trinity and the witnesses: 

Trinity Witnesses 

Father Spirit (truth from above) 

Son Blood (incarnate sacrifice) 

Holy Ghost Water (cleansing, Word, presence) 

Each member of the Godhead is involved in testifying of Christ. 

 

B. Practical Agreement 

These three work in unison in the believer’s life: 

1. The Spirit regenerates and indwells 

2. The blood justifies and redeems 

3. The water (Word) sanctifies and renews 

 

VI. Old Testament Shadows of Spirit, Water, and Blood 



John’s imagery is deeply rooted in Old Testament typology. 

 

A. The Tabernacle 

• Blood – At the altar for atonement 

• Water – At the laver for cleansing 

• Spirit – Filled the Most Holy Place (cloud/fire) 

All three are required for true worship and access to God. 

 

B. The Exodus 

• Spirit – Pillar of fire and cloud 

• Water – Red Sea (separation from Egypt) 

• Blood – Passover lamb 

Israel’s redemption from Egypt mirrors our spiritual birth: 

“There are three that bear witness…” 

 

C. Leviticus 14 – Cleansing of a Leper 

The ritual involved: 

• Blood of a bird 

• Running water 

• Anointing with oil (type of the Spirit) 

This rare Old Testament ceremony (Leviticus 14:6–7) is a striking picture of salvation. 

 

VII. The Witnesses in the Believer’s Life 

 

A. Salvation 

• The Spirit convicts 



• The blood justifies 

• The water washes 

 

B. Sanctification 

• The Spirit guides 

• The blood continually cleanses (1 John 1:7) 

• The water renews through the Word 

 

C. Spiritual Warfare 

• The Spirit empowers 

• The blood overcomes (Rev. 12:11) 

• The Word (living water) is the sword (Eph. 6:17) 

 

VIII. A Final Warning – Do Not Reject the Witness 

“He that believeth not God hath made him a liar…” – 1 John 5:10 

To deny the threefold witness of God is to accuse Him of falsehood. 

This is no light matter. 

“This is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” – 1 John 
5:11 

 

IX. Conclusion: The Testimony of Heaven Still Speaks 

John saw it all: 

• The water of baptism 

• The blood of the cross 

• The Spirit descending and bearing witness 

And he wrote it all so we would know: 



“He that hath the Son hath life…” – 1 John 5:12 

These three bear witness on earth—and they will never stop declaring the truth. 

• The Spirit moves and convicts 

• The water cleanses and reveals 

• The blood still speaks (Heb. 12:24) 

Together, they affirm one great truth: 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And in Him is life eternal. 
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Introduction: A Call to War in the Last Days 

Though the epistle of Jude is not written by John, its content perfectly complements the 
themes and warnings found throughout John’s Gospel, his epistles, and the Book of 
Revelation. Jude’s call to “earnestly contend for the faith” aligns with John’s repeated 
exhortation to abide in the truth, reject deceivers, and overcome the world’s system. 

In many ways, Jude’s epistle is a prophetic counterpart to John’s writings: 

• John shows the spirit of antichrist rising in the world. 

• Jude shows the corruption creeping inside the church. 

• John urges separation from deception. 

• Jude calls for a fight to preserve sound doctrine. 

This essay will examine Jude 1–11 and place it in harmonic alignment with John’s major 
themes: antichrists, deception, spiritual warfare, and remnant courage. We will also see 
how contending for the faith is not just about apologetics—it’s about spiritual integrity, 
moral purity, and doctrinal loyalty to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I. The Urgency of the Epistle – Jude 3 



“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was 
needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” – Jude 3 

 

A. Originally Intended as a Comforting Letter 

Jude begins by explaining he wanted to write about “the common salvation”—something 
encouraging and peaceful. 

But the Holy Spirit redirected his pen. 

Why? 

Because error had already infiltrated the camp. The time for celebration had given way to 
confrontation. 

 

B. “Earnestly Contend” – A Greek Wrestling Term 

The phrase “earnestly contend” is from epagonizomai—to wrestle, to fight with intensity. 

This is not a casual debate. It’s hand-to-hand spiritual combat. 

And the object of that defense? 

“The faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 

That’s not just personal belief—it’s the entire doctrinal body of revealed truth handed 
down by the apostles. John calls it “the doctrine of Christ” (2 John 9). 

 

C. Harmony with John 

Just like Jude, John warns in his epistles: 

• Many antichrists are already in the world (1 John 2:18) 

• Believers must test the spirits (1 John 4:1) 

• We are not to receive those who bring false doctrine (2 John 10) 

The Church is not called to be passive, but to stand boldly for the truth. 

 



II. The Reason for the Fight – Jude 4 

“For there are certain men crept in unawares…” 

 

A. The Subtle Entry of Apostates 

These men didn’t arrive in chains or devil horns. They crept in unawares. 

This matches John’s concern in 1 John: 

“They went out from us, but they were not of us…” – 1 John 2:19 

They appear Christian. They may hold influence. But their fruit reveals their deception. 

 

B. Their Doctrine and Behavior 

“…turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness…” 

In other words: 

• They use grace as a license to sin 

• They excuse immoral living 

• They reject lordship while claiming liberty 

This reflects Diotrephes, whom John rebukes in 3 John—a man who loved preeminence, 
rejected authority, and cast out faithful brethren. 

 

C. Denying the Lord Jesus Christ 

This is the doctrinal side: they deny His deity, authority, or sufficiency. 

John again affirms this in 1 John: 

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist…” – 1 John 2:22 

So Jude and John are warning of the same enemy—just from different angles. 

 

III. Historical Warnings – Jude 5–7 

Jude now gives three examples from biblical history to show how God judges rebellion: 



 

A. Israel in the Wilderness – Jude 5 

“…how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed 
them that believed not.” 

This shows that proximity to truth does not equal salvation. 

Many were redeemed out of Egypt, but perished because of unbelief. 

This echoes John 6: 

“There are some of you that believe not.” – John 6:64 

Jesus knew some of His followers were not truly converted, including Judas. 

 

B. The Angels That Sinned – Jude 6 

“…which kept not their first estate…” 

This refers to the angels who left their assigned place and likely committed unnatural union 
with humans (Genesis 6). 

John references this in Revelation 12: the angels who fell with Satan. 

This judgment reminds us that even heavenly beings are not exempt from God’s justice 
when they rebel. 

 

C. Sodom and Gomorrah – Jude 7 

“…giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh…” 

Sodom’s sin was not only violence and pride—it was sexual perversion. 

This ties to 1 John 2:16—the “lust of the flesh.” 

God’s judgment on Sodom was sudden and total, a picture of the future judgment John 
records in Revelation 18–19 against Babylon. 

 

IV. The Characteristics of Apostates – Jude 8–11 

 



A. Dreamers Who Defile the Flesh – Jude 8 

• They claim visions or spiritual experiences 

• But their fruit is immorality, rebellion, and blasphemy 

This is what John combats in 1 John 4: test the spirits. Not every spiritual claim is from 
God. 

 

B. Michael vs. the Devil – Jude 9 

“Yet Michael the archangel… durst not bring against him a railing accusation…” 

Even Michael respected spiritual order—while apostates blaspheme celestial authority. 

In Revelation 12, John shows Michael casting out the dragon—God’s spiritual army fighting 
in truth and humility, unlike false teachers. 

 

C. They Speak Evil of Things They Don’t Understand – Jude 10 

These men mock what they cannot comprehend: 

• The spiritual realm 

• The fear of God 

• God’s holy order 

Just like Diotrephes, they prate with malicious words (3 John 10), attacking what they do 
not understand. 

 

D. Threefold Apostasy Pattern – Jude 11 

“Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of 
Balaam… and perished in the gainsaying of Core.” 

This is one of the most profound verses in Jude—and in the entire New Testament. 

 

1. Cain – False Worship 



Cain brought his own offering, not a blood sacrifice. He represents those who reject 
substitutionary atonement. 

This ties to 1 John 3:12: 

“Cain… was of that wicked one…” 

Modern religion is full of Cain’s descendants—rejecting the blood of Christ for works or 
ritual. 

 

2. Balaam – Greed and Compromise 

Balaam was a prophet for hire who sold out Israel’s purity for profit. 

In Revelation 2:14, John warns the church of Pergamos against those who hold the 
doctrine of Balaam. 

This spirit still operates wherever preachers: 

• Prioritize money over truth 

• Water down the gospel 

• Use religion for personal gain 

 

3. Korah (Core) – Rebellion Against God’s Appointed Leaders 

Korah led a rebellion against Moses, questioning his God-given authority. 

Today, this spirit is seen in: 

• Rejecting biblical leadership 

• Elevating experience over Scripture 

• Forming movements that sidestep apostolic doctrine 

John saw this spirit in Diotrephes (3 John), and in the churches that refused correction in 
Revelation 2–3. 

 

V. Application: The Last Days Remnant Must Fight 

Contending for the faith is not a theoretical call—it’s a survival strategy for the remnant. 



 

A. In John’s Gospel 

Jesus warned of: 

• Wolves among sheep 

• Blind guides leading others to the ditch 

• The world hating truth (John 15:18–20) 

 

B. In John’s Epistles 

• Test spirits (1 John 4) 

• Avoid those who deny Christ (2 John 7–11) 

• Separate from false brethren (1 John 2:19) 

 

C. In Revelation 

• Pergamos and Thyatira are warned for tolerating heresy 

• Laodicea is rebuked for lukewarmness 

• Sardis is told they are dead, though they appear alive 

And yet, Philadelphia—the remnant—is praised for: 

“Thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.” – Rev. 
3:8 

 

VI. Contending in Love and Truth 

Contending is not about being argumentative—it is about: 

• Protecting the flock 

• Preserving the doctrine 

• Pursuing holiness 

“And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire…” – Jude 23 



We must have discernment—when to show compassion, and when to confront in 
boldness. 

 

VII. Conclusion: Will You Stand or Surrender? 

Jude’s epistle is short, sharp, and spirit-filled. When read alongside John’s writings, it 
becomes even more urgent. 

The world is full of: 

• Antichrists 

• Deceivers 

• Compromised churches 

• Apostate preachers 

• Systems of greed, rebellion, and perversion 

But God always preserves a remnant. 

The Spirit still bears witness (1 John 5:6). 
The Word still cleanses (John 17:17). 
The blood still overcomes (Rev. 12:11). 

And the faith once delivered to the saints still saves and secures. 

So earnestly contend. 
Fight the good fight. 
Resist the drift. 
Hold the line. 
And when the dust settles, be found standing on the Rock. 
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Introduction: The Prophecy Before the Flood 

Long before the floodwaters covered the earth… 

Long before Abraham walked the land of promise… 



Long before Moses split the sea or David picked up his sling… 

There was a prophet named Enoch who walked with God—and one day, simply 
disappeared. 

But before he left this earth, he left behind a prophecy: 

“Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment…” – Jude 
14–15 

This remarkable statement, quoted by Jude, ties together ancient prophecy with future 
glory—and highlights the unbroken thread of God’s judgment upon apostasy from 
Genesis to Revelation. 

As John closes his trilogy of inspired writings—his Gospel, his epistles, and his vision in 
Revelation—Jude’s closing verses create a perfect harmony with John’s themes: the battle 
between truth and deception, light and darkness, faith and rebellion. 

This essay explores the final portion of Jude’s epistle (vv. 12–25) and shows how it aligns 
with John’s writings, both in tone and in prophetic scope, especially as it climaxes in 
Enoch’s prophecy and the return of the Lord. 

 

I. Apostate Imagery – Jude 12–13 

Jude uses a series of vivid natural metaphors to describe apostates—those who have 
infiltrated the Church but are inwardly corrupt. 

 

A. “These are spots in your feasts of charity…” – v. 12a 

“Spots” – Greek word spilas, meaning hidden reefs or blemishes. 

These individuals are not harmless—they are dangerous, like invisible rocks that wreck 
ships during the agape feasts of the early Church. 

John’s letters to the churches in Revelation echo this: 

• Pergamos and Thyatira both tolerated dangerous figures within—Nicolaitans, 
Balaamites, and Jezebel. 

 

B. “Feeding themselves without fear…” – v. 12b 



These men lead, serve, and teach—but not in reverence. Their service is self-centered, not 
Christ-centered. 

Compare with Diotrephes (3 John), who loved the preeminence, not the flock. 

 

C. “Clouds… without water” 

They promise revival, but bring no truth. 

In John 7:38, Jesus said: 

“He that believeth on me… out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” 

These false teachers have no Spirit, no water, and no life. 

 

D. “Trees… twice dead” 

• Dead in nature 

• Dead in fruit 

• Dead in destiny 

John’s Gospel teaches that the branch that bears no fruit is cast into the fire (John 15:6). 

 

E. “Raging waves… foaming out their own shame” – v. 13 

This is Isaiah 57:20 revisited: 

“The wicked are like the troubled sea… whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” 

What appears energetic is actually chaotic, unstable, and shameful. 

 

F. “Wandering stars…” 

In John’s theology, stars are often angels (see Rev. 1:20; 12:4), and wandering stars may 
refer to fallen angels or false messengers. 

Compare with 2 Peter 2:17: “to whom the blackness of darkness is reserved forever.” 

 

II. Enoch’s Prophecy – Jude 14–15 



 

A. Enoch’s Timeline 

• Enoch was seventh from Adam (v. 14), predating the flood. 

• Genesis 5:24 says: “Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” 

He is a type of the pre-flood remnant and pre-tribulation rapture, taken before judgment 
falls. 

 

B. Content of the Prophecy 

“Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints…” 

This is the Second Coming, not the Rapture. Jesus returns with saints, not for them. 

John describes the same scene: 

“The armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses…” – Revelation 19:14 

 

C. Purpose of the Return – Judgment 

Enoch says the Lord will: 

1. Execute judgment upon all 

2. Convict all that are ungodly 

3. Expose their ungodly deeds and hard speeches 

Compare this with John 5:22: 

“For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son.” 

The return of Christ is not symbolic—it is the culmination of divine justice on earth. 

 

III. The Behavior of the Apostates – Jude 16–19 

Jude further characterizes the apostates using moral and behavioral traits that John 
likewise addressed. 

 

A. Murmurers and Complainers – v. 16 



They walk after their own lusts and speak great swelling words to gain advantage. 

In John 6:41, the Jews murmur against Jesus. 
In John 6:66, many go back and walk no more with Him. 

Apostasy often begins with grumbling and ends in departing. 

 

B. Sensual, Having Not the Spirit – v. 19 

Jude identifies the root cause: they are natural, not spiritual. 

Paul calls them “natural men” (1 Cor. 2:14)—unable to receive the things of the Spirit. 

John warns against false spirits (1 John 4:1–6), and confirms the Spirit of truth and the 
spirit of error are mutually exclusive. 

 

IV. The Remnant’s Response – Jude 20–23 

Here Jude shifts to address the faithful remnant—the same group John identifies in 
Philadelphia (Rev. 3:7–13) and his “little children” (1 John 2:1). 

 

A. Build Yourselves on the Faith – v. 20 

“Building up yourselves on your most holy faith…” 

John commands believers to abide in Christ (1 John 2:28). 
Jude urges believers to build themselves up—not drift into passivity. 

 

B. Praying in the Holy Ghost 

This isn’t charismatic excess—it’s Spirit-led prayer in alignment with God’s will (Romans 
8:26–27). 

It reflects the kind of Spirit-directed intercession described in Revelation 8:3–4, where the 
prayers of the saints rise like incense. 

 

C. Keep Yourselves in the Love of God – v. 21 

John wrote repeatedly: 



“He that abideth in love abideth in God…” – 1 John 4:16 

Jude is echoing this. The love of God is not emotional—it is covenantal, and must be 
protected through ongoing obedience and truth. 

 

D. Looking for the Mercy of the Lord 

This is the blessed hope—the coming of Christ. 

John says: 

“It doth not yet appear what we shall be… but we shall be like him…” – 1 John 3:2 

Jude joins the chorus—look for His coming. 

 

E. Have Compassion, Making a Difference – v. 22–23 

Jude tells us how to engage the deceived: 

1. Some require compassion 

2. Some must be pulled from fire 

3. All must be approached with holy fear 

This is similar to John’s approach in 1 John 5:16—some sins lead to death, others do not. 

 

V. The Doxology – Jude 24–25 

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling…” 

This is one of the most powerful doxologies in Scripture. Let’s break it down. 

 

A. “To keep you from falling” 

While apostates fall away, God keeps His own. 

John 10:28: 

“They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” 

 



B. “To present you faultless…” 

This is glorification. The same Christ who cleansed us by His blood will present us in glory 
without blemish. 

Revelation 19:8: 

“Fine linen is the righteousness of saints…” 

 

C. “To the only wise God our Saviour…” 

Jude echoes John’s high Christology—Jesus is God, Savior, Judge, and King. 

Compare with: 

“The Word was God… and the Word was made flesh…” – John 1:1, 14 

 

D. “Glory and majesty, dominion and power…” 

This doxology is cosmic and eternal. 

It’s the same glory John sees in Revelation 5, when the hosts of heaven sing: 

“Worthy is the Lamb… blessing, honor, glory, and power…” 

 

VI. Harmony Summary – John and Jude Together 

Theme Jude John 

Apostates Jude 4, 8, 10 1 John 2:19, 4:1–3 

Antichrist spirit Jude 11 1 John 2:18 

Christ’s return Jude 14–15 Revelation 19:11–21 

Remnant believers Jude 20–23 Revelation 3:7–13 

False teachers Jude 12–13 Revelation 2:14–20 

Spirit and truth Jude 19–20 John 14:17, 1 John 4:6 



Theme Jude John 

Love and obedience Jude 21 1 John 4:7–21 

Overcoming Jude 24 Revelation 2–3, 1 John 5:4 

 

Conclusion: From Enoch to Armageddon—Truth Marches On 

Jude began with Enoch’s prophecy—and ends with the praise of the eternal God. 

Enoch saw judgment before the flood. 

John saw judgment at the end of the age. 

And you and I live in between—in the age of apostasy, deception, and counterfeit religion. 

But God has not left us defenseless. 

We have: 

• The blood of the Lamb (1 John 1:7) 

• The Word of God (John 17:17) 

• The witness of the Spirit (1 John 5:6) 

• The fellowship of the remnant (3 John) 

• And the blessed hope of Christ’s return (Rev. 22:20) 

So like Jude and John, we contend. 

We love. 

We watch. 

And we wait. 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” – Revelation 22:20 

 

21 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The 
Overcomer’s Promise – To Him That Overcometh (Revelation 2–3) 

 

Introduction: A Promise in Every Battle 



John, the beloved apostle, begins Revelation not with visions of beasts or bowls of wrath—
but with letters. Seven of them. To seven churches. 

And at the end of each letter, there is a consistent refrain: 

“To him that overcometh…” 

The Church, though blood-bought and eternally secure, has always existed in enemy 
territory. From the first century to the last, believers are called to overcome. Not by power, 
not by prestige—but by faith in the risen Christ. 

These seven promises to the overcomer are not decorative. They are doctrinal, devotional, 
and prophetic. And when viewed alongside John's Gospel and epistles, we find a golden 
thread woven through them all: 

• Jesus overcame the world 

• The Spirit testifies of this victory 

• And the believer is invited to share in His triumph 

This essay will walk through each of the seven overcomer promises in Revelation 2–3, 
compare them with John’s earlier writings, and draw out deep, eternal truths meant for the 
remnant Church in every age—especially the last. 

 

I. What Does It Mean to Overcome? 

“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world…” – 1 John 5:4 

The Greek word for “overcome” is nikaō, from which we get “Nike”—to conquer, prevail, 
have victory. 

 

A. The Overcomer Is a True Believer 

This is not a super-Christian. Not a unique category. John makes it plain: 

“And this is the victory… even our faith.” – 1 John 5:4 

The overcomer is one who: 

• Believes Jesus is the Son of God (1 John 5:5) 

• Is born again by the Spirit (John 3:3–6) 



• Walks in truth and love (2 John 6) 

• Endures through faith, not works 

 

B. A Common Identity in All of John’s Writings 

• In the Gospel, the believer is made a son (John 1:12) 

• In the epistles, the believer walks in light and love 

• In Revelation, the believer overcomes 

Same person. Same faith. Different lens. 

 

II. Overcomer Promise #1 – Ephesus (Rev. 2:7) 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God.” 

 

A. Context of Ephesus 

The church had: 

• Labor 

• Patience 

• Discernment 

But had left their first love. 

 

B. Overcomer’s Reward: Access to the Tree of Life 

This mirrors Genesis. Adam lost access due to sin. 
Now, the overcomer receives what was once lost. 

“I am come that they might have life…” – John 10:10 

Jesus is the restorer of Eden’s loss. 

 

C. John’s Harmony 



• In Revelation 22:2, the tree of life reappears in the New Jerusalem 

• In 1 John 5:11–12, eternal life is in the Son 

• The tree is a symbol of perpetual fellowship and immortality 

 

III. Overcomer Promise #2 – Smyrna (Rev. 2:11) 

“He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.” 

 

A. Context of Smyrna 

• Persecution 

• Poverty 

• Imprisonment 

Yet spiritually rich. 

 

B. Overcomer’s Reward: Exemption from Second Death 

The first death is physical. 
The second death is the lake of fire (Rev. 20:14). 

John’s Gospel declares: 

“Shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” – John 5:24 

 

C. Eternal Security Emphasized 

True believers may suffer now, but they will never face hell. 

 

IV. Overcomer Promise #3 – Pergamos (Rev. 2:17) 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone…” 

 

A. Context of Pergamos 



• Dwelling where Satan’s seat is 

• Doctrinal compromise (Balaam, Nicolaitans) 

 

B. Hidden Manna 

Manna was heavenly food in the wilderness. 

Jesus said: 

“I am the bread of life… the true bread from heaven.” – John 6:32–35 

The overcomer feeds on Christ Himself—hidden from the world. 

 

C. White Stone with New Name 

A white stone was used in court to signify acquittal, or in games to signify victory. 

The new name reflects personal intimacy. 

Isaiah 62:2: “Thou shalt be called by a new name…” 

 

V. Overcomer Promise #4 – Thyatira (Rev. 2:26–28) 

“To him will I give power over the nations…” 

 

A. Context of Thyatira 

• Charity 

• Service 

• But tolerating Jezebel—immorality and false prophecy 

 

B. Overcomer’s Reward: Authority with Christ 

“And he shall rule them with a rod of iron…” (quoted from Psalm 2) 

John sees the same thing in Revelation 20:6—reigning with Christ during the Millennium. 

 



C. Morning Star 

Jesus is the morning star (Rev. 22:16). He gives Himself as the reward. 

 

VI. Overcomer Promise #5 – Sardis (Rev. 3:5) 

“He that overcometh… I will not blot out his name out of the book of life…” 

 

A. Context of Sardis 

• Has a name that lives, but is dead 

• Only a few are walking in white 

 

B. Book of Life Promise 

This is not a threat to the overcomer—it is a guarantee. 

Names of true believers will never be blotted out. 

Jesus said: 

“Rejoice… because your names are written in heaven.” – Luke 10:20 

 

C. Clothed in White 

White garments speak of: 

• Justification (Rev. 7:14) 

• Purity (Rev. 3:4) 

• Readiness for the marriage supper (Rev. 19:8) 

 

VII. Overcomer Promise #6 – Philadelphia (Rev. 3:12) 

“Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God…” 

 

A. Context of Philadelphia 



• A little strength 

• Kept His Word 

• Did not deny His name 

Philadelphia is the remnant church. 

 

B. Pillars in God’s Temple 

This is not heaven’s architecture—this is positional honor. 

Galatians 2:9—James, Peter, and John were “pillars.” 

The overcomer becomes a permanent fixture in God’s kingdom. 

 

C. Threefold Name Given 

1. Name of God – Belonging to the Father 

2. Name of the City – Citizenship in New Jerusalem 

3. New Name of Christ – A personal revelation 

John emphasizes names often in Revelation: 

• 666 – name of the beast 

• 144,000 – name of the Father in their foreheads 

• New Jerusalem – the bride named by God 

 

VIII. Overcomer Promise #7 – Laodicea (Rev. 3:21) 

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne…” 

= 

A. Context of Laodicea 

• Lukewarm 

• Spiritually blind 

• Self-deceived 



 

B. The Throne Promise 

This is the highest honor—to sit with Christ as He sits with the Father. 

This mirrors John 17:22: 

“The glory which thou gavest me I have given them…” 

 

C. The Promise to the Least Deserving 

Laodicea is the worst church, yet given the greatest promise—a picture of grace. 

The overcomer is not one who earned their way up, but one who opened the door (Rev. 
3:20) and let the King come in. 

 

IX. Chronological and Prophetic Pattern 

These churches mirror the Church Age, and the overcomer promises match: 

Church Era Promise 

Ephesus Apostolic Return to first love, Tree of Life 

Smyrna Persecuted Escape second death 

Pergamos Imperial Hidden manna, white stone 

Thyatira Medieval Rule with Christ 

Sardis Reformation Name in book, white garments 

Philadelphia Missionary Pillar, New Jerusalem 

Laodicea Apostate Throne of Christ 

Even in the darkest ages, the overcomer stands. 

 

X. Final Harmony with John’s Theology 

 



A. Overcomers Are Born of God 

“Whosoever is born of God overcometh the world…” – 1 John 5:4 

 

B. Overcomers Are Kept by God 

“No man shall pluck them out of my hand…” – John 10:28 

C. Overcomers Are Loved by Christ 

“Having loved his own… he loved them unto the end.” – John 13:1 

 

D. Overcomers Are Destined to Reign 

“They shall reign with him a thousand years.” – Revelation 20:6 

 

Conclusion: The Overcomer’s Crown Awaits 

The promises are not vague. 

They are eternal realities, reserved for those who remain in Christ. 

To the overcomer… 

• The Tree of Life returns 

• The Second Death is removed 

• The Bread of Heaven is given 

• Authority is granted 

• White garments are worn 

• The Temple is entered 

• The Throne is shared 

And it all comes back to one name: 

Jesus Christ—overcomer, Savior, King. 

So hold fast. 
Do not deny His name. 
Do not sell truth for popularity. 



Do not give in to compromise. 
You are more than a conqueror—because He has overcome. 

“To him that overcometh…” 

Let that be your testimony. 

 

22 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The Bride 
of the Lamb – Purity, Preparation, and the Marriage of the Ages (Revelation 19–21) 

 

Introduction: The Bride and Her King 

Throughout Scripture, God reveals His covenantal love in terms of a marriage—not only in 
its intimacy, but in its exclusivity, sanctity, and glory. In the Old Testament, Israel is often 
referred to as the wife of Jehovah, a wife who strayed, yet will one day be restored. 

In the New Testament, the Church is not called a wife, but a bride—a chaste virgin 
espoused to one Husband, Jesus Christ. The final chapters of Revelation, penned by John, 
portray the consummation of this eternal love story, where the Lamb finally receives His 
bride and the eternal union begins. 

This essay will explore Revelation 19–21 in harmony with John's Gospel and epistles to 
understand the nature, purity, and destiny of the Bride of Christ. We'll examine how this 
portrait contrasts with the harlot of Babylon, and how John's earlier teachings prepare us to 
understand what it means to be ready for the marriage of the Lamb. 

 

I. The Bride in Prophecy – Revelation 19:7–9 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herself ready.” – Revelation 19:7 

The first major mention of the Bride in Revelation is at the close of the Great Tribulation, 
right before Christ returns to establish His Millennial Kingdom. 

 

A. The Marriage of the Lamb 

• This is not a courtship. 

• It is not a betrothal. 



• This is the official union, consummated in Heaven, as the saints prepare to 
descend with the returning King. 

The Lamb, not the Bride, is the centerpiece of the announcement. The marriage of the 
Lamb is His glory being fulfilled in His people. 

 

B. The Bride is Ready 

John writes, “his wife hath made herself ready.” This implies preparation—intentional, 
ongoing sanctification. 

“Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself…” – 1 John 3:3 

The Church is not passive. The true Bride is watching, working, and waiting. 

 

C. The Garment of the Bride 

“And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white…” 

This speaks to righteousness, but not self-righteousness. 

• “Fine linen is the righteousness of saints” – Rev. 19:8 

• This is imputed and practical righteousness 

• Paul writes in Ephesians 5:27 that Christ will present the Church “a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle…” 

 

II. The Harlot vs. The Bride – Two Women, Two Cities 

One of the greatest contrasts in Revelation is between Babylon the Great (Rev. 17) and the 
Bride of Christ (Rev. 19–21). These two women symbolize two systems, two destinies, 
and two types of spiritual leadership. 

 

A. Babylon the Harlot (Rev. 17–18) 

• Dressed in purple and scarlet 

• Decked with gold and precious stones 

• Full of names of blasphemy 



• Rides the Beast (satanic political system) 

• Drunk with the blood of saints 

• Judged and destroyed in one hour 

She is false religion, apostate churches, corrupted doctrines, and the worldwide system 
that replaces Christ with man. 

 

B. The Bride of the Lamb 

• Arrayed in fine linen 

• Pure and clean 

• Dwells with the Lamb 

• Carries the name of her Husband 

• Is not judged, but rewarded 

She is the true remnant Church, kept by grace, preserved by the Word, purified by trials. 

 

C. John's Reaction to Both 

John marvels at the harlot in Revelation 17:6. He is stunned at her grandeur. 

But in Revelation 21:2, he sees the New Jerusalem coming down, and he knows this is 
the true Bride. 

What impresses man is often not what impresses God. 

 

III. The Bride’s Purity – 1 John 3:1–3 

“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 

John had already laid the theological groundwork for the Bride’s preparation in his epistles. 

 

A. Purity as Evidence of Hope 

Those who truly believe in Christ’s return do not drift—they purify themselves. 

This is not self-justification but sanctification. 



• The Bride prepares herself not to gain Christ, but because she already belongs to 
Him. 

 

B. The Standard is Christ’s Own Purity 

“…even as he is pure.” 

This echoes John 17:19: 

“For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” 

The Bride doesn’t define her own purity—she mirrors the purity of the Bridegroom. 

 

IV. The Bride’s Identity – John 3:29; Revelation 21:9–10 

“He that hath the bride is the bridegroom…” – John 3:29 

John the Baptist used wedding language to explain his joy. He called himself a friend of 
the bridegroom, not the groom. 

This distinction sets the foundation: 

• The Bridegroom is Christ 

• The Bride is the Church 

• The friends of the Bridegroom (Old Testament saints) rejoice, but are not part of the 
Bride 

 

A. Revelation 21:9–10 

“Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife… and he shewed me that great 
city, the holy Jerusalem…” 

Here, the New Jerusalem is called the Bride. 

This is not a contradiction—it is a metaphor. 

The Bride is not bricks and mortar. The city is a reflection of the people within it—a 
community glorified and perfected. 

 



B. The City’s Description Matches the Church 

• Foundation of apostles (Rev. 21:14) – Eph. 2:20 

• Names written in it – Rev. 3:12 

• Light of the Lamb – John 8:12; Rev. 21:23 

• Gates always open – Isaiah 60:11; Rev. 21:25 

This is not just Heaven—it is our eternal identity. 

 

V. The Bride’s Companion – The Spirit and the Word 

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.” – Revelation 22:17 

In the final chapter of Scripture, we find the Bride’s final prayer. 

 

A. Partnership with the Holy Spirit 

The true Church is always Spirit-filled and Word-rooted. 

• John 14–16 shows the Spirit’s role: to glorify Christ 

• Revelation shows the Church’s role: to echo that glory 

When the Bride and the Spirit speak in unison, the cry is clear: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

B. Invitation to the Lost 

“Let him that heareth say, Come…” 

The Bride is not hidden in fear. 

She is calling out, inviting sinners, offering living water to those who thirst. 

 

VI. The Bride’s Eternal Home – Revelation 21–22 

 

A. God Dwells with Men 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men…” – Rev. 21:3 



This is the fulfillment of John 1:14: 

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…” 

The temporary tabernacle is replaced by eternal communion. 

 

B. No More Curse 

“There shall be no more curse…” – Rev. 22:3 

What Adam lost, the Bride regains. 

• No more sorrow (21:4) 

• No more death 

• No more night 

• No more temple—for the Lamb is the temple 

 

C. The Lamb is the Light 

John 1:4–5: “In him was life; and the life was the light of men…” 

Revelation 21:23: “The Lamb is the light thereof.” 

The Lamb doesn’t just illuminate the city—He is its glory. 

 

VII. The Bride’s Present Role – Preparation and Perseverance 

Until that day, the Bride has work to do. 

 

A. She Must Be Separate 

John says: 

“Love not the world…” – 1 John 2:15 

“Come out of her, my people…” – Rev. 18:4 

The Bride must not sleep in Babylon’s bed. She is espoused to one Husband (2 Cor. 11:2). 

 



B. She Must Be Watchful 

“Watch therefore… the bridegroom cometh…” – Matt. 25:6 

John’s Gospel portrays Jesus as the Light that came, but the world received Him not. 

The Bride, however, watches and waits for Him. 

 

C. She Must Be Dressed in Righteousness 

Revelation 19:8: 

“Fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

Not works to be saved—but works because we are saved (Eph. 2:10). 

 

D. She Must Invite Others 

Revelation 22:17: 

“Let him that is athirst come…” 

The Bride’s mission is not to hide behind church walls but to offer the living Christ to a 
dying world. 

 

VIII. The Wedding Is Not the End—it’s the Beginning 

Revelation closes not with the death of the Church, but her marriage. 

We’re not fading out—we’re rising up. 

We’re not bowing down to the Beast—we’re reigning with the Lamb. 

The true Church doesn’t lose. She overcomes. 

She endures. 

And she rules and reigns forever. 

 

Conclusion: Make Yourself Ready 

The final call of Revelation is not to predict timelines—it is to prepare the Bride. 



“His wife hath made herself ready…” 

How? 

• By believing the Gospel 

• By walking in the Spirit 

• By separating from Babylon 

• By loving truth more than tradition 

• By clinging to the Word over the world 

The Bride is not sleeping. 
She’s not flirting with the Beast. 
She’s not debating her salvation. 
She’s dressed, disciplined, and devoted. 

So when the trumpet sounds… 

She will rise. 

She will rejoice. 

And she will reign with the Lamb, clothed in glory, forever. 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” – Revelation 22:20 

 

23 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / New 
Heavens and New Earth – The Final Dwelling of Righteousness (Revelation 21–22) 

 

Introduction: A Universe Reborn 

John the Apostle opens his Gospel with the famous phrase: 

“In the beginning was the Word…” 

Now, at the end of Revelation, he closes the biblical canon with a new beginning: 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth…” – Revelation 21:1 

From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible unfolds a single, unbroken story—creation, fall, 
redemption, and renewal. The curse that began in Eden is finally lifted in the closing pages 
of the Bible. The chaos that entered through sin is fully purged. And in its place, God unveils 



a new cosmos, prepared not just to house life—but to host the glory of God in full 
measure. 

This essay explores the last two chapters of Revelation, drawing deep harmony with John's 
Gospel and epistles. We'll examine the characteristics, inhabitants, and eternal promises 
of the new heaven and new earth, and how this final dwelling place completes every 
prophecy, fulfills every promise, and exalts the glory of Jesus Christ—the Alpha and the 
Omega. 

 

I. The Old Creation Passes Away – Revelation 21:1 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away…” 

 

A. The Necessity of a New Creation 

The old creation was marred by: 

• Sin – Genesis 3 

• Decay – Romans 8:20–22 

• Judgment – 2 Peter 3:10 

Peter foretold this: 

“The heavens shall pass away with a great noise… and the elements shall melt…” – 2 Peter 
3:10 

The earth is not merely renovated—it is replaced. 

 

B. No More Sea 

“And there was no more sea.” 

In biblical imagery, the sea often represents chaos, rebellion, and separation. 

• The sea gave rise to the Beast (Revelation 13:1) 

• The sea separated John on Patmos from the churches he loved 

• The sea symbolizes instability and fear (Luke 21:25) 



Now, all such division is removed. 

 

C. John’s Gospel Echo 

In John 1:3: 

“All things were made by him…” 

Now, in Revelation 21, we see Christ re-creating everything He once made—this time, in 
righteousness and permanence. 

 

II. The Holy City, New Jerusalem – Revelation 21:2–3 

“And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven…” 

 

A. The City as the Bride 

We previously saw in Revelation 19 that the Bride made herself ready. 

Now, that Bride is described as a city—not because she's made of bricks and gates, but 
because the city represents the people of God glorified. 

 

B. God Dwells with Men 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men…” 

This fulfills John 1:14: 

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us…” 

Now, no veil remains. God and man dwell face to face, permanently. 

 

C. No More Separation 

In the old order: 

• God dwelled in tents and temples 

• Then in flesh (John 1:14) 

• Then by the Spirit (John 14:17) 



But now, He dwells directly and fully, and we dwell with Him—forever. 

 

III. The End of All Pain – Revelation 21:4 

“And God shall wipe away all tears…” 

 

A. Five Great No-Mores 

1. No more death – The last enemy is gone (1 Cor. 15:26) 

2. No more sorrow – Emotional pain erased 

3. No more crying – No regrets remain 

4. No more pain – No sickness, disease, or torment 

5. No more former things – Memory of trauma, sin, injustice—gone 

John's Gospel opens with life and light (John 1:4). Now it ends with no darkness, no death, 
and no curse. 

 

B. The Healing Hand of God 

Notice: God Himself wipes the tears. 

• It’s not delegated to angels. 

• It’s not handled by circumstance. 

This is Fatherly compassion, perfect and personal. 

 

IV. The Voice from the Throne – Revelation 21:5–7 

“Behold, I make all things new…” 

 

A. Creation Rebooted 

This is the first direct statement from the One on the throne since Revelation 1. 

Christ says: 



“It is done.” – Rev. 21:6 

Compare that to: 

“It is finished.” – John 19:30 

In John’s Gospel, redemption was completed. 
In Revelation, renewal is finalized. 

 

B. Alpha and Omega 

This title, used in Revelation 1:8 and 22:13, bookends all of Scripture. 

• Genesis 1: “In the beginning…” 

• Revelation 21: “I am the beginning…” 

He is before all and beyond all. 

 

C. The Overcomer’s Inheritance 

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things…” 

Compare this with Revelation 2–3. The promises to overcomers were: 

• Tree of Life 

• White garments 

• Pillar in God’s temple 

• Ruling with Christ 

Now, they inherit all things—God Himself says: 

“I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” 

 

V. The Final Exclusion – Revelation 21:8 

“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable…” 

 

A. A Sobering Reminder 



Even in the glory of the new creation, God warns that not everyone will be there. 

This list includes: 

• Fearful – Cowards who denied Christ 

• Unbelieving – Rejecters of truth 

• Abominable – Morally filthy 

• Murderers – Including hatred in the heart (1 John 3:15) 

• Whoremongers – Unrepentant sexual sin 

• Sorcerers – Witchcraft, occult 

• Idolaters – Religious deception 

• Liars – Willfully false witnesses 

 

B. Contrast with John's Epistles 

1 John 1:6–7: Walk in the light. 
1 John 2:15: Love not the world. 
1 John 3:6: He that abideth in Him sinneth not. 

John is not promoting perfectionism—but regeneration that leads to transformation. 

 

VI. The Architecture of Glory – Revelation 21:9–27 

 

A. Foundation of the Apostles 

The twelve foundations bear the names of the apostles—eternal recognition of Church-
age witnesses. 

This parallels Ephesians 2:20: 

“Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets…” 

 

B. The Gates of Israel 



Twelve gates, named after the tribes of Israel. This shows that Old and New Testament 
saints dwell together, united in Christ. 

 

C. No Temple Therein 

“The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.” – Rev. 21:22 

John 2:19: 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

Jesus is the temple. The place of access, atonement, and glory. 

 

D. The Light of the Lamb 

“The city had no need of the sun…” 

Just as John 1:4 says: 

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” 

Now that light fills all of eternity. 

 

VII. The River and Tree of Life – Revelation 22:1–5 

 

A. The River of Life 

“A pure river of water of life, clear as crystal…” 

This river is not symbolic—it is real and spiritual. 

It parallels: 

• Psalm 46:4: “There is a river…” 

• Ezekiel 47: River flowing from the temple 

• John 7:38: “Out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” 

 

B. The Tree of Life Restored 



“…on either side of the river…” 

Its leaves are for healing, not just nutrition. 

What was lost in Eden is restored in Zion. 

 

C. No More Curse 

John ends where Genesis began: 

• The curse entered through sin (Gen. 3) 

• The curse is removed through the Lamb (Rev. 22:3) 

 

D. Seeing His Face 

“They shall see his face…” 

In Exodus 33:20, God told Moses: 

“Thou canst not see my face…” 

But now, redeemed man sees the face of God—and lives. 

 

VIII. Final Exhortation – Revelation 22:6–21 

 

A. The Words Are Faithful and True 

“These sayings are faithful and true…” – Rev. 22:6 

John affirms: 

• These are not visions of delusion 

• These are not symbols with no substance 

• This is prophecy, and it will come to pass 

 

B. The Time Is Near 

“Behold, I come quickly…” – Rev. 22:7, 12, 20 



“Quickly” means suddenly, unexpectedly, not necessarily soon on a clock. 

This echos John 14:3: 

“I will come again, and receive you unto myself…” 

 

C. The Warning About Adding or Taking Away 

Revelation ends with a divine seal of protection: 

“If any man shall add… or take away…” 

John affirms the finality of the written Word—consistent with his Gospel’s purpose: 

“These are written, that ye might believe…” – John 20:31 

 

Conclusion: The Final Word is Christ 

John began his Gospel by saying: 

“In the beginning was the Word…” 

Now he ends the Bible by saying: 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” – Rev. 22:20 

The Bible opens with a paradise lost. 
It ends with a paradise restored. 

It opens with a serpent and a fall. 
It ends with a Savior and a throne. 

It begins with God creating man. 
It ends with God dwelling with man. 

The story is complete. 

So until that trumpet sounds... 

Keep walking in truth. 

Keep watching for the Lamb. 

And keep echoing the Spirit’s cry: 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 
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Introduction: The Last Words Matter Most 

The closing lines of any great work often carry the heaviest weight. The Bible is no 
exception. In the final chapter of Revelation—the final book of the Bible—God delivers a 
thunderous warning to all generations: 

“If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written in this book…” 
“And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the book of life…” – Revelation 22:18–19 

These are not metaphorical. These are not suggestions. These are direct threats from God 
Himself—placed at the very end of His final revelation through the Apostle John. And they 
encapsulate a theme that runs consistently through John’s writings: the divine authority, 
inviolability, and permanence of God’s Word. 

This essay will explore the profound warning given in Revelation 22:18–19, and harmonize it 
with John’s Gospel, epistles, and the overall structure of Revelation. We’ll examine what it 
means to add to or take away from Scripture, the consequences of such actions, and how 
this ties into a larger theme of truth vs. error that marks every chapter John wrote. 

 

I. The Setting – Final Words of a Final Book 

 

A. The Context in Revelation 

The warning appears in the last few verses of Revelation—after the vision of the new 
heaven and new earth, after the Bride has been received, and after the final invitation of the 
Spirit and the Bride to “Come.” 

In other words: 

• This is the last word on the last Word. 

• The canon is closing, and heaven’s seal is being placed upon the revelation. 

 



B. Similar Warnings in the Law and Prophets 

This is not the first time God warned against tampering with His Word. 

• Deuteronomy 4:2 – “Ye shall not add… neither shall ye diminish ought from it…” 

• Proverbs 30:6 – “Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be 
found a liar.” 

The beginning of the Bible carries the warning. The middle echoes it. And Revelation closes 
the circle. 

 

II. The Integrity of the Word in John’s Writings 

John does not treat Scripture as mystical poetry or evolving tradition. He treats it as truth 
incarnate, descending from the mouth of God Himself. 

 

A. John’s Gospel: The Word Made Flesh 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God…” – 
John 1:1 

• Jesus is the eternal Word. 

• The words of Jesus are divine, final, and life-giving. 

“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” – John 6:63 

To tamper with God’s Word, in John’s theology, is to tamper with Christ Himself. 

 

B. John’s Epistles: The Spirit of Truth vs. the Spirit of Error 

“We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. 
Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.” – 1 John 4:6 

John draws a binary contrast: 

• Those who love God’s Word are of God. 

• Those who reject or revise it are of another spirit—the spirit of error. 

 



C. Revelation: The Book of Final Truth 

The word “book” appears more than 30 times in Revelation. 

• The book of life 

• The seven-sealed book 

• The little book given to John (Rev. 10) 

• And finally, this book of prophecy 

Revelation is not simply a vision—it is a written record, sealed with divine authority. 

 

III. The Warning Explained – Revelation 22:18–19 

Let’s examine the text phrase by phrase. 

 

A. “If any man shall add unto these things…” 

This refers not only to scribes or translators but to preachers, teachers, or any person 
who alters the doctrinal or prophetic content. 

Adding includes: 

• Inserting extra-scriptural revelations 

• Promoting false gospels or visions 

• Treating human tradition as equal with Scripture 

• Adding rituals, requirements, or mystical knowledge 

 

Examples Today: 

• Roman Catholic tradition – Elevates papal decrees and church councils above 
Scripture. 

• Charismatic extremism – Claims new verbal revelations that rival or reinterpret 
biblical prophecy. 

• Cults – Add new books (e.g., Book of Mormon, Watchtower publications) to the 
Bible. 



All of these are direct violations of this warning. 

 

B. “God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book…” 

The “plagues” refer to the judgments of Revelation: 

• Seals, trumpets, bowls 

• Fire, famine, disease 

• Torment without repentance 

This is not hyperbole. God is warning that those who corrupt His Word will share in the 
judgment of Babylon, the Beast, and the False Prophet. 

 

C. “If any man shall take away from the words of the book…” 

To subtract from God’s Word is to: 

• Deny doctrines like hell, the Trinity, or Christ’s deity 

• Remove uncomfortable passages from preaching 

• Edit Scripture to suit cultural preferences 

• Translate in ways that delete key truths (e.g., gender-neutralizing God) 

 

Modern Subtractions: 

• Liberal theologians who deny the virgin birth or bodily resurrection 

• Modern translations that omit verses without explanation 

• Emerging church leaders who downplay hell and judgment 

Each subtraction is an act of spiritual theft. 

 

D. “God shall take away his part out of the book of life…” 

This is not a threat to genuine believers, for no true believer can lose salvation (John 
10:28). 



But it is a warning to false professors, wolves in sheep’s clothing, who masquerade as 
believers but corrupt God’s Word. 

 

Two Interpretive Possibilities: 

1. Figurative warning: The person was never truly saved, and this reveals their destiny. 

2. Judicial removal: Their name was in the book of life as a created soul, but they 
forfeited any share by rebellion. 

In either case: the result is eternal exclusion from glory. 

 

IV. The Pattern of Scripture and Satan – War on the Word 

The first attack in human history was not on man—but on God’s Word. 

“Yea, hath God said…?” – Genesis 3:1 

Satan’s tactics haven’t changed. Every false system does the same three things: 

• Questions God’s Word 

• Twists God’s Word 

• Replaces God’s Word 

 

A. The Pharisees 

Jesus rebuked them: 

“Ye have made the word of God of none effect through your tradition.” – Mark 7:13 

They added oral law and diminished divine authority. 

 

B. The Gnostics 

John battled them directly: 

• Denied Christ came in the flesh (1 John 4:2) 

• Replaced apostolic teaching with mystical knowledge 

 



C. Babylon the Great 

“She made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” – Rev. 14:8 

Babylon seduces by replacing truth with idolatry, sorcery, and false prophecy. 

 

V. Applications – How the Church Must Respond 

 

A. Teach the Whole Counsel of God 

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God…” – 2 Timothy 3:16 

The Church must: 

• Preach the uncomfortable truths (hell, wrath, holiness) 

• Defend the supernatural (creation, miracles, return of Christ) 

• Avoid cutting corners or watering down doctrine 

 

B. Expose False Teachings 

John says: 

“Try the spirits…” – 1 John 4:1 

Jude says: 

“Earnestly contend for the faith…” – Jude 3 

Silence in the face of doctrinal corruption is complicity. 

 

C. Reject Extra-Biblical Revelation 

Paul warned: 

“Though we, or an angel… preach any other gospel… let him be accursed.” – Gal. 1:8 

We are complete in Christ (Col. 2:10). The canon is closed. 

 

D. Love the Word and Keep It 



Jesus said: 

“If a man love me, he will keep my words…” – John 14:23 

The sign of love is obedience, not editing. 

 

VI. Conclusion: Guard the Book, Guard the Bride 

Revelation ends with Christ, the Spirit, and the Bride saying: 

“Come.” 

But between that invitation and the closing benediction, God places a sword—a divine 
warning to guard what has been written. 

Tampering with the Word is not a matter of interpretive freedom. 

It is spiritual treason. 

The Word of God is: 

• Eternal (John 1:1) 

• Living (Hebrews 4:12) 

• Perfect (Psalm 19:7) 

• Forever settled in heaven (Psalm 119:89) 

And it is finished. 

“It is finished.” – John 19:30 
“It is done.” – Revelation 21:6 

Let no man add. Let no man subtract. 

Let every believer contend, preserve, and proclaim it. 

And let every saint lift their voice in the final chorus of Scripture: 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” – Revelation 22:20 
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Introduction: A Tale of Two Beginnings 

The Apostle John begins his Gospel with some of the most profound words ever penned: 

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness…” – John 
1:4–5 

Light. Darkness. Life. Word. 

John’s theme of divine light runs from Genesis to Revelation, from the first words of 
creation—“Let there be light”—to the final city of God where: 

“The city had no need of the sun… for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the 
light thereof.” – Revelation 21:23 

This essay will trace the doctrinal and prophetic harmony of John’s writings on the Light 
of the World—the person of Jesus Christ. We'll examine this light in three great 
movements: 

• Creation (John 1, Genesis 1) 

• Redemption (John’s Gospel and epistles) 

• Consummation (Revelation 21–22) 

We’ll see how John elevates Jesus above every philosopher, prophet, and priest—not just 
as one who brings light, but as the Light itself. 

 

I. The Light at the Dawn of Creation 

“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” – Genesis 1:3 

 

A. Light Before the Sun 

Notice: the sun, moon, and stars are not created until day four (Genesis 1:14–19), yet light 
appears on day one. 

This suggests the existence of a source of light apart from natural creation. 

John gives the answer: 

“In him was life; and the life was the light of men.” – John 1:4 

Christ is the pre-incarnate light—the manifestation of God's truth, holiness, and order. 



 

B. Light as God’s First Creative Act 

Light dispels darkness. 

• It reveals truth. 

• It brings life. 

• It exposes what is hidden. 

This becomes the foundation for John's spiritual theology of light, which dominates all his 
writings. 

 

II. The Light in the Gospel of John 

John’s Gospel reveals Jesus as the incarnate Light—not simply as a metaphor, but as a 
divine reality that must be received or rejected. 

 

A. The True Light (John 1:9) 

“That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.” 

Jesus is not one of many lights—He is the true Light. 

 

What does this mean? 

• True as in genuine—unlike the false lights of false religions. 

• True as in eternal—pre-existing all creation. 

• True as in exclusive—no salvation or truth outside Him. 

 

B. Light vs. Darkness (John 3:19–21) 

“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light…” 

This is one of the most sobering truths in John’s Gospel: 

• The light didn’t fail. 



• The world rejected it intentionally. 

 

Darkness represents: 

• Spiritual blindness 

• Moral corruption 

• Willful ignorance 

• Satanic deception 

And yet, the Light still shines (John 1:5). 

 

C. The Light of the World (John 8:12) 

“I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness…” 

Here, Jesus makes one of the seven “I AM” statements—rooted in the divine name I AM 
(Exodus 3:14). 

He is: 

• Not just a messenger of light 

• Not just a reflection of light 

• He is the light 

 

To follow Jesus is to: 

• Walk in moral purity 

• Walk in truth 

• Walk in assurance 

• Walk in boldness and hope 

To reject Jesus is to choose eternal darkness. 

 

D. Walking in the Light (John 11:9–10) 



“If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not…” 

Jesus uses the imagery of walking in light as a metaphor for spiritual discernment and 
obedience. 

 

III. The Light in John’s Epistles 

John’s first epistle begins by echoing the Gospel: 

“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” – 1 John 1:5 

 

A. God Is Light – A Statement of Absolute Purity 

This is not simply poetic. This is doctrinal precision. 

• Light is the essence of God’s moral nature. 

• Darkness is excluded completely. 

 

B. Fellowship and Light (1 John 1:6–7) 

“If we say we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie…” 

Fellowship is not emotional—it is ethical and doctrinal. 

To walk in the light is to: 

• Confess sin 

• Obey the truth 

• Love the brethren 

• Abide in Christ 

 

C. The New Commandment (1 John 2:8–11) 

John says: 

“The darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.” 

Hatred is the sign of darkness. 



Love is the mark of light. 

This transitions John’s theology from metaphysical light to ethical and relational light. 

 

D. The Warning of Self-Deception 

John warns three times in 1 John 1–2 that a person can claim to be in the light while 
walking in darkness. 

This deception is not accidental—it is willful. 

 

IV. The Light in Revelation – The Final Glory 

“The Lamb is the light thereof…” – Revelation 21:23 

The Light that began creation and entered the world as a man now reigns in glory forever. 

 

A. No Need for the Sun (Revelation 22:5) 

“They need no candle, neither light of the sun…” 

Creation’s original lights (sun, moon) are no longer necessary. 

The presence of God and the Lamb is sufficient for eternal illumination. 

 

B. The Light of the City Reflects the Nature of the Bride 

“Her light was like a stone most precious…” – Revelation 21:11 

The Bride (New Jerusalem) reflects the glory of her Husband. 

This is a fulfillment of John 17:22: 

“The glory which thou gavest me I have given them…” 

 

C. The Nations Walk in the Light (Revelation 21:24) 

“The nations… shall walk in the light of it…” 

Salvation has always been for more than Israel—it is for every nation, tribe, and tongue 
(Rev. 7:9). 



In eternity, that diversity remains—but unified under one light: the Lamb. 

 

V. The Theology of Light – Five Doctrinal Insights 

 

1. Light Is a Person 

“I am the light…” – John 8:12 

Christ is not simply associated with light—He is it. 

 

2. Light Is Truth 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet…” – Psalm 119:105 

Christ is the Word (John 1:1). Therefore, truth is light. 

To deny truth is to reject light. 

 

3. Light Is Life 

“In him was life; and the life was the light…” – John 1:4 

No light = no life. 

Spiritual death is the absence of divine illumination. 

 

4. Light Is Moral Purity 

“Walk in the light…” – 1 John 1:7 

The path of holiness is the path of light. 

 

5. Light Is Victory Over Darkness 

“The light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” – John 1:5 

This is not equal opposition. Light always wins. 

Darkness flees when the light shines. 



 

VI. Application: How Shall We Then Walk? 

 

A. Love the Light 

Jesus said: 

“Men loved darkness…” – John 3:19 

The heart must be changed to love the light. 

Pray: “Lord, shine in me.” 

 

B. Walk in the Light 

“If we walk in the light… we have fellowship…” – 1 John 1:7 

This means: 

• Daily confession 

• Honest obedience 

• Walking in truth 

 

C. Reflect the Light 

“Ye are the light of the world…” – Matthew 5:14 

We reflect the Light of Christ by: 

• Living holy lives 

• Preaching the Gospel 

• Loving one another 

 

D. Defend the Light 

Contend for the faith against: 

• New Age “light” 



• False teachers who redefine the Gospel 

• Progressive Christianity that dims the truth 

 

E. Long for the Light of Glory 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” – Revelation 22:20 

Our hope is not in earthly kingdoms or social movements. 

Our hope is in the Light who returns. 

 

Conclusion: From Genesis to Glory—The Unbroken Light 

John’s writings form a symphony of illumination: 

• Genesis 1 – “Let there be light.” 

• John 1 – “The Light shineth in darkness.” 

• 1 John – “Walk in the light.” 

• Revelation – “The Lamb is the light.” 

The world began with light. It ends with the Light enthroned. 

Let others chase shadows. 
Let others stumble in the dark. 

As for us, let us walk boldly in the light of Christ until we see Him face to face. 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?” – Psalm 27:1 
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Introduction: The Forgotten Member of the Trinity 

In the pages of John’s Gospel, epistles, and Revelation, we are introduced to a divine 
Person often overlooked, misunderstood, or misrepresented in modern theology—the Holy 



Spirit, whom John frequently refers to as the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, and the 
anointing that teaches. 

While Matthew and Luke describe His power and miracles, and Paul emphasizes His gifts 
and indwelling presence, John focuses on the Holy Spirit's identity as a Witness to 
Christ, a Teacher of truth, and a Comforter to the believer. 

This essay will trace John's doctrine of the Holy Spirit through three main lenses: 

• In the Gospel of John: The Comforter, sent by the Father and Son 

• In the Epistles of John: The Anointing that teaches truth and guards from deception 

• In Revelation: The Seven Spirits of God and the voice behind the churches 

Together, these writings form a unified testimony to the Spirit’s role in revealing Christ, 
defending truth, equipping the Church, and bringing the final call to a lost world. 

 

I. The Spirit Promised – The Comforter in John’s Gospel 

Nowhere in the New Testament do we find a clearer and more intimate theology of the Holy 
Spirit than in John chapters 14–16, where Jesus prepares His disciples for His departure. 

 

A. The Comforter Is a Person (John 14:16–17) 

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter…” 

The Greek word for “Comforter” is Paraklētos, which means: 

• Advocate 

• Helper 

• Counselor 

• One who walks alongside 

 

Key Doctrinal Insights: 

• The Spirit is not an impersonal force. 

• He is “another Comforter”—implying equal divinity with Christ. 



• He is sent by the Father, but later also by the Son (John 15:26). 

John presents a Trinitarian unity in the sending of the Spirit. 

 

B. The Spirit Dwells With and In the Believer (John 14:17) 

“He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

This marks the transition from: 

• Old Covenant: The Spirit came upon men temporarily. 

• New Covenant: The Spirit dwells within permanently. 

 

C. The Spirit Teaches and Brings to Remembrance (John 14:26) 

“He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance…” 

The Spirit is the internal Teacher, reminding the apostles of Christ’s words. 

This has two major implications: 

1. Inspiration of the New Testament: The Spirit enabled them to recall and record the 
teachings of Jesus perfectly. 

2. Illumination of the believer: The Spirit makes the Word come alive in our hearts 
and minds. 

 

D. The Spirit Testifies of Christ (John 15:26) 

“He shall testify of me…” 

The Holy Spirit’s central ministry is not to exalt Himself, but to exalt Jesus. 

Any movement or teaching that: 

• Glorifies man 

• Emphasizes experience over truth 

• Diminishes the centrality of Christ 

…is not the work of the Spirit. 

 



E. The Spirit Convicts the World (John 16:8–11) 

“He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment…” 

These three areas form the Spirit’s evangelistic ministry: 

• Sin – because they believe not on Christ 

• Righteousness – because Christ has ascended 

• Judgment – because the prince of this world is judged 

The Spirit is the agent of conviction, not the preacher. The preacher delivers truth; the 
Spirit presses it into the heart. 

 

F. The Spirit Guides into All Truth (John 16:13) 

“He will guide you into all truth…” 

This promise includes: 

• Apostolic revelation (inspiration of Scripture) 

• Personal guidance for believers (illumination) 

• Discernment against deception (guarding doctrine) 

 

II. The Spirit Affirms – The Anointing in John’s Epistles 

John’s first epistle was written to counter Gnostic heresies and reaffirm believers in the 
truth of the Incarnation and the Gospel. 

 

A. The Spirit as the Anointing (1 John 2:20) 

“But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” 

The word “unction” or “anointing” refers to the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Implications: 

• The Spirit gives believers spiritual discernment 

• He provides a direct line of truth, independent of false teachers 



• Every believer has access to divine truth—not just clergy 

 

B. The Spirit Teaches Truth (1 John 2:27) 

“The anointing… teacheth you of all things, and is truth…” 

This echoes Jesus’ words in John 14:26. 

The Spirit does not teach new doctrines but reaffirms the truth already delivered. 

 

This means: 

• The Spirit does not contradict the Word. 

• All spiritual experiences must be measured by Scripture. 

• Subjective revelation is dangerous when detached from objective truth. 

 

C. The Spirit Bears Witness (1 John 5:6–8) 

“It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.” 

This passage connects three witnesses: 

1. The Spirit – internal, present witness 

2. The water – baptism of Christ (public anointing) 

3. The blood – crucifixion (atoning work) 

The Spirit confirms that Jesus is the Christ, fully God and fully man. 

 

D. Discerning False Spirits (1 John 4:1–3) 

“Try the spirits whether they are of God…” 

John commands believers to test all spiritual claims. 

Criteria: 

• Do they confess Jesus came in the flesh? 

• Do they uphold the apostolic Gospel? 



• Do they glorify Christ over self? 

If not, they are antichrist in nature. 

 

III. The Spirit Speaks – The Seven Spirits in Revelation 

The Book of Revelation presents a symbolic, powerful portrait of the Holy Spirit as “the 
seven Spirits of God”. 

 

A. Seven Spirits Before the Throne (Revelation 1:4; 4:5) 

This is not polytheism—it is a symbolic representation of the Spirit’s perfect fullness. 

Isaiah 11:2 outlines the sevenfold ministry of the Spirit: 

1. The Spirit of the LORD 

2. Wisdom 

3. Understanding 

4. Counsel 

5. Might 

6. Knowledge 

7. Fear of the LORD 

In Revelation, this fullness is before the throne—constantly active in judgment and 
worship. 

 

B. The Spirit Speaks to the Churches (Revelation 2–3) 

Each of the seven letters ends with: 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 

The Spirit is: 

• Still speaking 

• Addressing local churches 

• Calling for repentance, faithfulness, and overcoming 



This is prophetic preaching through the written Word. 

 

C. The Spirit and the Bride Say, Come (Revelation 22:17) 

The final cry of the Bible is a unified call: 

• The Spirit 

• The Bride (the Church) 

…cry out together: “Come!” 

This is: 

• An invitation to the lost 

• A longing for Christ’s return 

• A declaration of spiritual urgency 

 

IV. The Spirit’s Role in John’s Theology – Summary Harmony 

 

1. In the Gospel of John 

• The Spirit is the Comforter 

• Sent by the Father and Son 

• Guides, teaches, convicts, testifies 

• Always points to Jesus 

 

2. In the Epistles 

• The Spirit is the Anointing 

• Confirms truth and guards from error 

• Teaches from within 

• Bears witness that Jesus is the Son of God 

 



3. In Revelation 

• The Spirit is the Sevenfold Presence 

• Speaks prophetically to the churches 

• Active in worship and judgment 

• Joins the Bride in the final invitation 

 

V. Application – Walking in the Spirit of Truth 

 

A. Walk in Truth 

“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” – 3 John 4 

The Spirit does not lead us into emotional highs, but into doctrinal integrity and moral 
purity. 

 

B. Test Every Spirit 

In a world flooded with: 

• Visions 

• Dreams 

• Prophecies 

• TikTok revelations 

…the believer must test all things by the Word of God. 

 

C. Trust the Anointing 

You don’t need a spiritual guru. 

If you are saved, the Holy Spirit: 

• Lives in you 

• Teaches you 



• Guides you 

• Seals you 

 

D. Obey His Voice 

“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God…” – Ephesians 4:30 

The Spirit is: 

• Gentle 

• Holy 

• Patient 

• But not passive 

When He speaks through conviction, listen. 

 

E. Preach by the Spirit 

The Spirit testifies of Jesus—so must we. 

Spirit-filled preaching: 

• Glorifies Christ 

• Honors the Word 

• Calls for repentance 

• Does not entertain the flesh 

 

Conclusion: The Spirit and the Word Agree 

In all of John’s writings, there is a clear connection: 

• The Spirit and the Word never contradict 

• The Spirit and the Bride always agree 

• The Spirit and truth are inseparable 

The Holy Spirit is not an experience to chase, but a Person to know. 



He does not point to Himself, but to Christ crucified, risen, and returning. 

So receive Him. Walk with Him. Preach by Him. 

And as Revelation closes, join His final cry: 

“Come.” – Revelation 22:17 

 

27 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The Love 
of God Perfected – Fear Cast Out, Boldness Brought In (1 John 4:7–21) 

 

Introduction: When Love is Perfected, Fear is Cast Out 

Of all the themes John the Apostle addresses, none rises higher or runs deeper than the 
love of God. And in 1 John 4:7–21, John delivers what may be the most concentrated 
teaching on divine love in the entire Bible. 

Here, John doesn’t present love as a sentimental feeling or philosophical abstraction—he 
defines it by the cross, he grounds it in God's nature, and he links it inseparably to 
obedience, confidence, and the casting out of fear. This is not man’s love for God; this is 
God’s love in man—perfected, embodied, and made bold. 

This essay explores 1 John 4:7–21 in harmony with John’s Gospel and Revelation. We'll 
examine the origin, proof, and power of divine love, how it removes fear, and how it 
equips believers with boldness in judgment, unity in fellowship, and certainty in 
salvation. 

 

I. Love's Origin: God Is Love (1 John 4:7–8) 

“Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God…” 

John begins with a command, but then grounds that command in God’s own nature. 

 

A. Love Is Not Merely a Virtue – It Is God’s Essence 

“God is love.” – v. 8 

This is one of the most stunning theological statements in Scripture. 

John does not say: 



• Love is God (that would be idolatry) 

• God has love (that would suggest it could change) 

Instead, he says: “God is love”. 

• It is His essence, not His reaction 

• It is eternal, not circumstantial 

• It is personal, not philosophical 

 

B. The New Birth Is Proven by Love 

“Everyone that loveth is born of God…” – v. 7 

Love for others is not the means of salvation, but it is the fruit of the new birth. 

You can’t be born of God and hate His children. 

John’s message is consistent from chapter 1 to the end: 

• False professors lack love (1 John 2:9) 

• Real believers walk in the light and love (1 John 3:14) 

 

C. Harmony with the Gospel of John 

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” – John 
13:35 

Jesus made love the identifying mark of discipleship—not gifts, not signs, not intellect—
but love. 

 

II. Love's Proof: The Cross of Christ (1 John 4:9–10) 

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us…” 

How do we know God loves us? Not because we feel it—but because He demonstrated it. 

 

A. The Manifestation of Love 



“…because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him.” – v. 9 

The incarnation was not a sentimental gesture—it was a rescue mission. 

• We were dead in sins 

• He came that we might live 

• Not just survive—but have eternal, abundant life (John 10:10) 

 

B. The Propitiation for Sin 

“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us…” – v. 10 

Love begins with God, not us. 

And how did He love us? 

“…and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

“Propitiation” means satisfaction—the wrath of God fully poured out on Christ in our 
place. 

John uses this word in 1 John 2:2 and again here to stress that true love deals with sin. 

 

C. Harmony with the Gospel of John 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” – John 
15:13 
“God so loved the world…” – John 3:16 

The love of God is not weak—it is costly, bloody, and victorious. 

 

III. Love’s Call: Love One Another (1 John 4:11–12) 

“Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.” 

This is the natural outcome: 

• We were undeserving 

• He loved us anyway 



• Therefore, we love others the same way 

 

A. Love Is the Outworking of the Inworking of God 

“No man hath seen God at any time…” – v. 12 

God is invisible—but His love is made visible through His people. 

 

B. Love Is the Evidence of Abiding 

“If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.” 

• “Perfected” means brought to completion 

• His love begins in Him, flows to us, and is made perfect when it flows through us 

 

IV. Love’s Assurance: The Spirit Bears Witness (1 John 4:13–16) 

 

A. The Spirit Is the Proof of Indwelling 

“Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.” 
– v. 13 

This echoes Romans 8:16: 

“The Spirit itself beareth witness…” 

The Spirit testifies not with emotion, but with truth: 

• Convicts 

• Confirms 

• Conforms 

 

B. The Apostolic Witness to the Son 

“We have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son…” – v. 14 

John always includes eyewitness testimony—he saw Jesus, heard Him, touched Him (1 
John 1:1). 



This is not myth—it is historical, apostolic, and supernatural. 

 

C. Confession of Christ Is the Key to Abiding 

“Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him…” – v. 15 

This is not vague spirituality. It is doctrinal allegiance to the real Jesus. 

 

V. Love’s Completion: Boldness in the Day of Judgment (1 John 4:17–18) 

 

A. Boldness, Not Fear 

“Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment…” 

What a statement. 

John moves from love to judgment—because nothing reveals the power of love like the 
terror it removes. 

 

B. “As He is, so are we in this world.” 

This is identification language. 

• We are in Him 

• We are like Him (by imputed righteousness and indwelling Spirit) 

• Therefore, we face judgment without fear 

 

C. Perfect Love Casteth Out Fear 

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear…” 

This is not fear of God in reverence—it’s fear of judgment and damnation. 

• Perfect love drives out terror 

• It replaces it with confidence and security 

 



D. Harmony with John’s Gospel 

“He that heareth my word… is passed from death unto life.” – John 5:24 
“I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish…” – John 10:28 

Love completes salvation by driving out fear. 

 

VI. Love’s Demand: You Cannot Hate Your Brother (1 John 4:19–21) 

 

A. We Love Him, Because He First Loved Us 

Our love is responsive. 

We love God because: 

• He chose us (John 15:16) 

• He died for us (Romans 5:8) 

• He drew us (John 6:44) 

 

B. A False Claim Exposed 

“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar…” 

John doesn’t leave wiggle room. 

• You cannot love God while harboring hatred 

• You cannot abide in Christ while dividing His body 

 

C. Love for the Visible Proves Love for the Invisible 

“He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
seen?” 

If you cannot love the tangible, how can you claim to love the invisible? 

John ties doctrine and ethics, belief and behavior. 

 

D. The Commandment Repeated 



“That he who loveth God love his brother also.” 

This goes back to: 

• John 13:34 – “A new commandment I give unto you…” 

• 1 John 2:7 – “An old commandment… which ye had from the beginning…” 

Whether new or old—it still stands. 

 

VII. Harmony with Revelation – Love in the Last Days 

 

A. Ephesus Left Her First Love (Revelation 2:4) 

Love is not just emotional—it is devotional. 

• Ephesus had doctrine, but no affection 

• Jesus says: “Repent” 

 

B. Philadelphia Loved Christ’s Name (Revelation 3:8) 

The remnant church is marked by: 

• Faithfulness 

• Love for Christ’s Word 

• Refusal to deny His name 

 

C. Laodicea Lacked Both Truth and Love 

• Lukewarm 

• Self-sufficient 

• Spiritually blind 

Christ’s rebuke is severe—but also loving: 

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten…” – Rev. 3:19 

Even judgment is love when it comes from the Savior. 



 

VIII. Application: How Then Shall We Love? 

 

1. Let God’s Love Define Yours 

Stop letting the world define love: 

• Love is not tolerance of sin 

• Love is not emotional affirmation 

• Love is not sentimentalism 

God’s love is: 

• Sacrificial 

• Truthful 

• Holy 

 

2. Love the Brethren with Action and Truth 

“Let us not love in word… but in deed and in truth.” – 1 John 3:18 

• Forgive freely 

• Serve humbly 

• Speak truth lovingly 

 

3. Let Love Replace Fear 

Do you fear judgment? 

Then let God’s love perfect your confidence. 

“There is therefore now no condemnation…” – Romans 8:1 

 

4. Be Bold in the Day of Judgment 

You don’t need to dread Christ’s return. 



• You’re clothed in His righteousness 

• You’re sealed by His Spirit 

• You’re loved by the Father 

Stand bold—because perfect love casts out fear. 

 

Conclusion: The Love That Stays and Stands 

John knew love firsthand. 

He leaned on Jesus’ chest. 
He watched Him die. 
He saw the empty tomb. 
He received the Spirit. 
He outlived the rest. 

And at the end of his life, his message wasn’t complicated: 

“Love one another.” 

But that love isn’t from within us. It is from God, through Christ, confirmed by the Spirit, 
proven on the cross, and perfected in obedience. 

So let us love. 

• Not to earn God’s favor—but because we have it. 

• Not to earn eternal life—but because we’ve been given it. 

• Not to look religious—but because God is love, and His love is perfected in us. 

 

28 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / Abide in 
Him – The Secret of Righteousness and Confidence (1 John 2:24–29) 

 

Introduction: Stay Where You Were Placed 

The word “abide” is a favorite of the Apostle John. Across his Gospel, epistles, and 
Revelation, it represents more than dwelling—it means remaining, resting, and 
continuing in the truth of Christ. In 1 John 2:24–29, the theme of abiding is both the 
anchor for righteousness and the key to boldness when Christ returns. 



In an age when many are deconstructing, departing, and denying the faith, John’s 
exhortation rings louder than ever: “Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard 
from the beginning…” (1 John 2:24). This essay will explore John’s call to abide in Christ 
as the believer’s path to discernment, confidence, and sanctification, and will trace its 
harmony through the Gospel of John and the vision of Revelation. 

 

I. The Call to Remain – Holding to the Original Gospel (1 John 2:24) 

“Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning…” 

John appeals not to new revelations, but to the original message. The “beginning” refers 
to: 

• The message of the apostles 

• The pure Gospel of Jesus Christ 

• The truth of Christ’s deity, incarnation, death, and resurrection 

 

A. The Gospel Doesn’t Evolve 

False teachers always bring something “new”: 

• New insights 

• Hidden knowledge 

• Fresh interpretations 

But John insists: the truth doesn’t change—only people do. 

 

B. Harmony with the Gospel of John 

“If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed.” – John 8:31 

Abiding is not about intellectual assent—it’s about remaining loyal to Christ’s word, 
even when it’s unpopular. 

 

C. The Consequence of Abiding 



“If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue 
in the Son, and in the Father.” – v. 24 

To remain in the Word is to remain in fellowship with the Triune God. 

John presents an unbreakable chain: 

• Remain in truth → remain in Christ 

• Depart from truth → sever connection (not loss of salvation, but broken fellowship) 

 

II. The Promise of Eternal Life – Unshakeable Assurance (1 John 2:25) 

“And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.” 

 

A. God’s Promise Is Not Probation 

John doesn’t say eternal life is a possibility—he says it is a promise. 

• Promised by God 

• Secured by Christ 

• Sealed by the Spirit 

This aligns with: 

“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish…” – John 10:28 

 

B. Eternal Life Is the Nature of Christ 

In John’s theology, eternal life is not just endless duration—it is a person: 

“This is the true God, and eternal life.” – 1 John 5:20 
“I am the resurrection, and the life…” – John 11:25 

To have eternal life is to have Christ living in you. 

 

III. The Warning Against Seducers – Antichrist Teachers (1 John 2:26) 

“These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.” 

 



A. The Seducers Are Among Us 

These are not outsiders. They are: 

• Professing believers 

• Departed from the apostles’ doctrine (1 John 2:19) 

• Seeking to draw others into error 

They promote false christs, false gospels, and false security. 

 

B. Harmony with the Gospel of John 

Jesus warned: 

“There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets…” – Matthew 24:24 
“He is a liar, and the father of it.” – John 8:44 

False doctrine is demonic in origin, religious in disguise, and devastating in consequence. 

 

C. The Role of the Epistle 

John says, “These things have I written…”—not so they’ll be deceived, but so they’ll be 
strengthened. 

Sound doctrine is the antidote to spiritual seduction. 

 

IV. The Anointing That Teaches – Internal Witness of the Holy Spirit (1 John 2:27) 

“But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you…” 

 

A. What Is the Anointing? 

This is a reference to the Holy Spirit, whom every believer receives at salvation. 

Paul wrote: 

“Now he which stablisheth us… and hath anointed us, is God.” – 2 Corinthians 1:21 

 

B. The Spirit Is the True Teacher 



“Ye need not that any man teach you…” 

This doesn’t mean we don’t need pastors or teachers. It means: 

• We don’t need new revelations 

• We don’t need mystical insight 

• We have the Spirit to verify truth and protect us from deception 

 

C. Harmony with John’s Gospel 

“He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance…” – John 14:26 
“He will guide you into all truth…” – John 16:13 

The Spirit doesn’t introduce new doctrine—He illumines existing truth. 

 

D. Abiding in the Spirit's Teaching 

“Ye shall abide in him.” 

The Spirit keeps the believer rooted in Christ, so long as the believer remains yielded. 

 

V. Abiding and Appearing – Boldness at Christ’s Coming (1 John 2:28) 

“And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have 
confidence…” 

 

A. Christ Is Coming Back 

John doesn’t speculate—he declares. 

“When He shall appear…” 

The Second Coming is certain. 

 

B. The Goal: Confidence, Not Shame 

“…and not be ashamed before him at his coming.” 

John isn’t speaking of loss of salvation, but loss of reward and joy. 



 

Two Possible Reactions at His Return: 

1. Confidence – because we remained in truth, in fellowship, in love 

2. Shame – because we drifted, compromised, or departed from His Word 

 

C. Harmony with Revelation 

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him…” – Revelation 1:7 
“Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments…” – Revelation 16:15 

Abiding now = boldness then. 

 

VI. Righteousness as the Fruit of Abiding (1 John 2:29) 

“If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of 
him.” 

 

A. Righteousness is Not the Root—It’s the Fruit 

The verb “doeth” is present active—a continuous life of righteousness. 

Not perfection, but a pattern of: 

• Obedience 

• Holiness 

• Separation from sin 

 

B. The Root of Righteousness: New Birth 

The righteous life is evidence that someone has been born of God. 

• Not religious effort 

• Not moral reform 

• Not church membership 

Only the new birth produces new behavior. 



 

C. Harmony with John’s Gospel 

“Abide in me, and I in you… He that abideth in me bringeth forth much fruit.” – John 15:4–5 

The branch doesn’t produce fruit by straining—it does so by staying connected to the vine. 

 

VII. Summary Harmony – Abide in Him Across John’s Writings 

 

1. Gospel of John 

• “Abide in me…” – John 15:4 

• “Continue in my word…” – John 8:31 

• “He that abideth in me, and I in him…” – John 15:5 

 

2. 1 John 

• “Let that abide in you…” – 2:24 

• “Abide in him…” – 2:28 

• “He that abideth in love abideth in God…” – 4:16 

 

3. Revelation 

• Ephesus left their first love 

• Sardis had a name but was dead 

• Laodicea was lukewarm 

All of these churches failed to abide in truth and love, and were rebuked. 

Philadelphia, the faithful church, kept His Word (Revelation 3:8). 

 

VIII. Application – How Do We Abide in Him Today? 

 



A. Abide in the Word 

“Let that… which ye have heard from the beginning abide in you…” – 1 John 2:24 

The Word is not outdated. 

• Stay in your Bible 

• Memorize it 

• Meditate on it 

• Obey it 

 

B. Abide in Sound Doctrine 

Don’t be seduced by: 

• Charismatic fads 

• Academic deconstruction 

• Worldly compromise 

Test all things by the Spirit and the Scriptures. 

 

C. Abide in the Spirit’s Teaching 

Be sensitive to the Spirit’s: 

• Conviction 

• Comfort 

• Correction 

Walk in the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh (Gal. 5:16). 

 

D. Abide in Anticipation of Christ’s Return 

“When he shall appear…” 

Live like He could come today. 

• Would He find you watching? 



• Would He find you ashamed? 

• Would He find you in His Word? 

 

E. Abide in Righteousness 

Holiness is not legalism—it’s the natural result of abiding. 

• Say no to sin 

• Say yes to truth 

• Pursue righteousness, not worldliness 

 

Conclusion: Abiding Is the Christian Life 

To abide is to remain rooted, grounded, and unmovable in Christ. 

• The world will shift 

• Teachers will change 

• Temptations will increase 

But the one who abides in Him will: 

• Walk in truth 

• Be taught by the Spirit 

• Grow in righteousness 

• Stand with boldness when Christ appears 

So stay planted. Stay faithful. 

Abide in Him. 

“He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.” – 2 John 9 

 

29 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The Sin 
Unto Death – Discernment, Intercession, and Finality (1 John 5:13–17) 

 



Introduction: Praying With Discernment in a World of Sin 

Few passages in the New Testament provoke as much curiosity and trembling as 1 John 
5:16: 

“There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.” 

John, the apostle of love and light, now speaks of something so severe, so final, that even 
intercessory prayer is cautioned. This is not a contradiction of the mercy of God but a 
confirmation of His holiness. In a book filled with assurance, John also reminds us that 
truth must be rightly divided, sin must be rightly judged, and prayer must be rightly 
directed. 

In this essay, we’ll examine 1 John 5:13–17 in full context, harmonizing it with the rest of 
John’s writings. We’ll explore how it relates to the doctrine of eternal life, the confidence of 
answered prayer, the boundaries of intercession, and the fearful reality of sin that leads to 
death—whether physical or eternal. 

 

I. The Purpose of the Epistle – Certainty of Salvation (1 John 5:13) 

“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life…” 

 

A. Assurance Is Possible and Commanded 

John does not write to cast doubt—he writes to confirm the believer’s standing. 

This echoes the Gospel’s purpose: 

“That ye might believe… and that believing ye might have life through his name.” – John 
20:31 

 

B. What Are “These Things”? 

The entire epistle serves as a test and testimony: 

• Love for the brethren 

• Belief in Christ’s deity 

• Righteous conduct 



• Confession of sin 

• Victory over the world 

If these are present, John says: know that you have eternal life. 

 

C. Eternal Life Is Possessed Now 

“That ye may know…” 

This is not future hope—it is present possession. 

Jesus said: 

“He that believeth on me hath everlasting life.” – John 6:47 
“I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish…” – John 10:28 

 

II. The Confidence of Prayer – According to His Will (1 John 5:14–15) 

“And this is the confidence that we have in him…” 

 

A. Prayer Begins with Confidence in God’s Character 

This echoes Hebrews 4:16: 

“Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace…” 

Confidence is not arrogance—it is faith resting on God's promises. 

 

B. Prayer Must Be Aligned With His Will 

“If we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us…” 

This is not a blank check—it is a conditioned promise. 

 

How Do We Know His Will? 

1. Through His Word 

2. Through His Spirit 



3. Through a sanctified heart and mind 

 

C. The Power of Assurance in Prayer 

“If we know that he hear us… we know that we have the petitions…” 

There’s a double certainty here: 

• He hears 

• He answers 

John uses the same word know—not guess, not hope, but know. 

 

III. The Sin Unto Death – Discernment and Sobriety (1 John 5:16) 

“If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask…” 

 

A. There Are Different Classes of Sin 

All sin is serious—but not all sin has the same consequences. 

 

1. A Sin Not Unto Death 

• Refers to a believer committing sin 

• May lead to chastening, loss of reward, or temporal consequences 

• But the believer remains under grace 

John encourages intercession here: 

“…he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.” 

 

2. A Sin Unto Death 

• So serious, so hardened, so blasphemous, that God may end the person’s life 

• This is not about losing salvation—but about a final earthly judgment 

“There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.” 



 

B. What Is the Sin Unto Death? 

There are several interpretations: 

 

1. For the Believer: Physical Death 

Like in 1 Corinthians 11:30: 

“For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” 

This was divine judgment for abusing the Lord’s Supper. 

Other examples: 

• Ananias and Sapphira – Acts 5 

• Nadab and Abihu – Leviticus 10 

• Moses striking the rock – Numbers 20 

These all point to severe consequences for defiance—not a loss of salvation, but an early 
death. 

 

2. For the Unbeliever: Final Apostasy 

Especially in the context of 1 John, this could refer to those who left the faith, denied 
Christ, and were of the “antichrist” spirit (1 John 2:19). 

This would correspond with: 

“There remaineth no more sacrifice for sins…” – Hebrews 10:26 

And: 

“Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven…” – Matthew 12:32 

This is not a believer stumbling—it is persistent, hardened rejection of Christ, with no 
more opportunity to repent. 

 

C. Why Not Pray for It? 

John doesn’t forbid prayer—but he withholds encouragement for it. 



Why? 

• It would be contrary to God's judgment 

• It may reflect ignorance of God's discipline 

• It could cause us to misplace our spiritual energy 

 

IV. All Unrighteousness is Sin – A Balanced Perspective (1 John 5:17) 

“All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.” 

 

A. Don't Underestimate Any Sin 

Even if a sin isn’t unto death, John reminds us that all sin is still unrighteousness. 

The grace of God never trivializes sin. 

 

B. Not All Sin Leads to Death 

This guards against paralyzing fear. 

Not every misstep is a death sentence. 

We are still: 

• Under grace 

• Covered by the blood 

• Interceded for by Christ (1 John 2:1) 

 

V. Harmony with the Gospel and Revelation 

 

A. Jesus Intercedes in the Gospel 

“I pray for them… I pray not for the world…” – John 17:9 

Jesus intercedes selectively—for those given to Him. 

 



B. Jesus Gives Life 

“He that heareth my word… shall not come into condemnation…” – John 5:24 

John connects hearing, believing, and life—a pattern repeated in 1 John 5:13–16. 

 

C. Revelation and Final Judgment 

“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still…” – Revelation 22:11 

This echoes the sobering finality seen in 1 John 5:16. 

 

D. The Book of Life 

The “sin unto death” may point to those not written in the Lamb’s book of life (Revelation 
20:15). 

Their rejection of Christ is not a temporary sin—it is a final state. 

 

VI. Application – Walking in Confidence and Caution 

 

A. Know That You Are Saved 

“These things have I written… that ye may know…” 

Don’t doubt God’s promise—believe His Word. 

 

B. Pray With Boldness and Discernment 

• If your brother sins, intercede for him. 

• If he confesses, encourage him. 

• If he hardens, examine the fruit. 

• If he apostatizes, be cautious—God alone knows the heart. 

 

C. Stay Far from Sin 



Sin is not a toy—it is a thief. 

“All unrighteousness is sin…” 

Don’t flirt with sin because it’s “not unto death”—flee from it because it dishonors Christ. 

 

D. Be a Watchman, Not a Judge 

You’re called to: 

• Pray, not condemn 

• Warn, not manipulate 

• Discern, not slander 

John’s warning calls for sobriety, not suspicion. 

 

E. Trust God’s Judgment 

We don’t always know what sin is unto death. 

But God does. 

Let Him judge righteously while we walk in grace, prayer, and truth. 

 

Conclusion: The Fearful and Beautiful Balance 

John walks a tightrope in this section. 

On one side is assurance: 

“Ye may know that ye have eternal life…” 

On the other is sobriety: 

“There is a sin unto death…” 

The Christian life is both secure and serious. 

So walk humbly, pray wisely, and cling to Christ. 

Because the One who gave us life also guards it. 

“Keep yourselves in the love of God…” – Jude 21 



30 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The Born 
of God Identity – Victory, Separation, and Security (1 John 5:18–21) 

 

Introduction: Living as One Who Is Born of God 

As John draws his first epistle to a close, he leaves his readers not with questions, but with 
certainties. In a world riddled with deception, idolatry, and spiritual warfare, John lays 
down the final three “we know” statements—unchangeable truths anchored in identity. 

“We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not…” (v. 18) 
“We know that we are of God…” (v. 19) 
“We know that the Son of God is come…” (v. 20) 

These final verses declare the essential marks of those who are born of God: freedom from 
sin’s dominion, separation from the world system, and spiritual understanding through 
Jesus Christ. This is not mystical. This is not philosophical. This is real, present, lived 
identity through regeneration. 

In this essay, we will unpack 1 John 5:18–21 in harmony with the Gospel and Revelation. 
We’ll explore what it means to be born of God, how that changes our relationship to sin, the 
world, idols, and Jesus Christ Himself—and why these certainties must shape the last days 
believer. 

 

I. “We Know”: Certainty in a Culture of Confusion 

John ends with three “we know” declarations. He doesn't say “we hope,” “we feel,” or “we 
think.” 

Certainty is central to John’s theology: 

• 1 John 2:3 – “Hereby we do know…” 

• 1 John 3:14 – “We know that we have passed from death unto life…” 

• 1 John 5:13 – “That ye may know that ye have eternal life…” 

John wants believers to stand firm, pray bold, and walk holy, because of what they 
know—not because of what they guess. 

 

II. We Know That the Born of God Does Not Sin (1 John 5:18) 



“We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not…” 

 

A. What Does “Sinneth Not” Mean? 

This is not about sinless perfection. John already wrote: 

• 1 John 1:8 – “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves…” 

• 1 John 2:1 – “If any man sin, we have an advocate…” 

The verb here, sinneth, is in the present tense, meaning ongoing, habitual sin. 

John is saying: 

• The one born of God does not live in continual rebellion 

• He may stumble, but he doesn’t dwell in sin without conviction or chastening 

 

B. The Nature of the New Birth 

To be “born of God” means: 

• A new nature (2 Peter 1:4) 

• A new heart (Ezek. 36:26) 

• A new power over sin (Rom. 6:6) 

The old man is crucified. The new man lives by the Spirit. Sin is no longer your master—
Christ is. 

 

C. “He That Is Begotten of God Keepeth Himself” 

This likely refers to Christ, the only begotten Son, who keeps the believer. 

• John 17:12 – “I have kept them…” 

• Jude 1:24 – “Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling…” 

While some interpret this as the believer keeping himself, the stronger harmony is that the 
Son keeps the saints, securing them in righteousness. 

 

D. “And That Wicked One Toucheth Him Not” 



Satan may tempt, accuse, or oppose—but he cannot: 

• Possess the believer 

• Overcome the believer 

• Snatch the believer out of Christ’s hand (John 10:28) 

This echoes 1 John 4:4: 

“Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.” 

 

III. We Know That We Are of God – Separation from the World (1 John 5:19) 

“And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.” 

 

A. The Believer’s Identity Is Divine 

“We are of God…” 

Not of: 

• The world 

• The antichrist 

• The fallen order 

We are born from above (John 3:3), citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20), and strangers in this 
world (Heb. 11:13). 

 

B. The World Lies in Wickedness 

This is not a neutral world—it is under satanic control. 

• “Lieth in” = rests under the influence of evil 

• Satan is called the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) 

• The world system promotes lust, pride, and rebellion (1 John 2:16) 

The believer is called to come out of Babylon (Rev. 18:4), to be separate, and to overcome 
(1 John 5:4). 

 



C. Harmony with the Gospel 

Jesus said: 

“If ye were of the world, the world would love his own… but I have chosen you out of the 
world…” – John 15:19 

You don’t fit here—because you’re not from here. 

 

IV. We Know the Son of God Is Come – Truth and Understanding (1 John 5:20) 

“And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding…” 

 

A. The Coming of Christ Is the Centerpiece of History 

John declares not just that Christ came—but that He is come (present perfect tense). 

• His incarnation changed history 

• His resurrection confirms His identity 

• His indwelling Spirit remains active 

This aligns with: 

“The Word was made flesh…” – John 1:14 
“He came unto his own…” – John 1:11 

 

B. He Gave Us Understanding 

This is spiritual discernment—not intellectual capacity. 

“The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God…” – 1 Cor. 2:14 

But those who are born of God: 

• Understand truth 

• Discern error 

• Know Him that is true 

 

C. We Are In Him That Is True 



This is the heart of eternal life: 

• Not just knowing about God 

• But being in Him—united by the Spirit, sealed in Christ 

“I in them, and thou in me…” – John 17:23 

 

D. “Even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.” 

What a powerful Trinitarian statement: 

• The Son is distinct from the Father, yet fully God 

• Eternal life is found in knowing Christ, not just living forever 

 

V. The Final Command: Keep Yourself from Idols (1 John 5:21) 

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” 

 

A. Why End With This? 

Because all false doctrine, sin, and rebellion is ultimately idolatry—a false image of God. 

This closing line connects back to: 

• 1 John 2:15 – Love not the world 

• 1 John 4:1 – Try the spirits 

• 1 John 5:20 – The true God 

 

B. Idols Are Not Just Statues 

In John’s day and ours, idols include: 

• False christs (2 John 7) 

• Religious systems without truth 

• Philosophies that deny the deity or work of Christ 

• Self, money, pleasure, popularity 



Anything that replaces Christ in the heart is an idol. 

 

C. Keep Yourself 

This is a call to vigilance. 

• Not passive 

• Not cultural Christianity 

• But an active guarding of your heart (Prov. 4:23) 

This echoes Jude 21: 

“Keep yourselves in the love of God…” 

 

VI. Harmony with Revelation – Identity and Overcoming 

 

A. Revelation Confirms the “Born of God” Life 

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things…” – Rev. 21:7 

John consistently teaches that those who are born of God are overcomers. 

 

B. Idols and Babylon 

Revelation exposes spiritual harlotry and idolatry through the symbol of Babylon (Rev. 17–
18). 

The call is: 

“Come out of her, my people…” – Rev. 18:4 

To be born of God is to: 

• Overcome Babylon 

• Worship the Lamb 

• Reject the mark of the beast 

• Cling to the name of Jesus 



 

C. The Lamb Is the True God 

The cry of heaven: 

“Worthy is the Lamb…” – Rev. 5:12 

John ends his epistle the way Revelation ends—with worship centered on Jesus Christ, 
the true God and eternal life. 

 

VII. Application – Living as One Born of God 

 

1. Examine Your Identity 

“We know…” 

Are you certain? 

• Do you walk in righteousness? 

• Do you love the brethren? 

• Do you confess the Son? 

These are the marks of those born of God. 

 

2. Walk in Victory Over Sin 

You are not a slave. 

“Whosoever is born of God sinneth not…” 

Stop returning to the grave when Christ raised you in victory. 

 

3. Stay Separate from the World 

“The whole world lieth in wickedness…” 

You’re not here to fit in—you’re here to shine, stand, and speak the truth in love. 

 



4. Know and Love the True God 

“This is the true God, and eternal life.” 

Love Christ, worship Christ, serve Christ—and you’ll never fall into idolatry. 

 

5. Guard Your Heart From Idols 

“Keep yourselves from idols…” 

Don’t let good things become god things. 

• Examine your priorities 

• Stay in the Word 

• Surround yourself with truth 

 

Conclusion: Final Certainties for the Last Days 

John ends with three “we knows” because he expects believers to live with bold certainty: 

1. We know that we are victorious over sin. 

2. We know that we are not of this world. 

3. We know the Son of God is come and has given us understanding. 

Everything else is optional. These are not. 

And so, with one final line, he speaks to us as a spiritual father: 

“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” 

 

31 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / The Spirit 
of Antichrist – Deceivers, Departures, and Doctrinal Tests (1 John 2:18–23) 

 

Introduction: The Spirit That Opposes Christ 

The word “antichrist” stirs prophetic interest, end-time speculation, and doctrinal 
controversy—but John is the only biblical writer to use the term directly. And he doesn’t 
introduce it with mystery—he speaks of it with clarity. In 1 John 2:18–23, he warns of the 



spirit of antichrist already active in the world, not just as a future political figure, but as a 
present doctrinal threat. 

Here, John confronts the danger of false teachers, those who deny the identity of Jesus 
Christ, and those who depart from the truth, revealing their lack of genuine salvation. He 
places the central test of fellowship on the issue of who Jesus is—not merely a good 
man, a prophet, or an enlightened soul, but the Son of God, the Christ, and the only way 
to the Father. 

This essay explores the rise and revelation of antichrist doctrine as laid out by John, 
harmonizing this teaching with his Gospel (particularly John 8, John 10, and John 14) and 
his prophetic writings in the book of Revelation, where the final Antichrist system comes 
into full manifestation. The goal is to equip the reader with discernment and boldness in 
the face of spiritual deception. 

 

I. The Final Hour – Urgency and Expectation (1 John 2:18) 

“Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come…” 

 

A. “Little Children” – A Pastoral Urgency 

John uses this term of endearment to emphasize both tenderness and urgency. 

He’s not writing as a detached scholar but as a spiritual father, warning his children of a 
real threat already creeping in. 

 

B. “It is the Last Time” – The Church Age 

The phrase “last time” (Greek: eschatē hōra) signifies the entire period between: 

• The first coming of Christ (John 1:14), and 

• The second coming of Christ (Revelation 19) 

John declares that the last time had already begun, and the presence of false Christs and 
deniers of Jesus was evidence of it. 

 

C. “Ye Have Heard That Antichrist Shall Come” 



This confirms that the early church was already taught about a coming Antichrist—a 
singular, end-time figure. 

This aligns with: 

• Paul’s “man of sin” (2 Thessalonians 2:3–4) 

• The beast of Revelation 13 

• Daniel’s little horn (Daniel 7) 

 

II. Many Antichrists Are Already Here (1 John 2:18b) 

“…even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.” 

 

A. Not Just One Figure, But Many Forerunners 

The Antichrist spirit is not limited to one person—it is a spiritual movement, and those 
who oppose or distort the person and work of Jesus are walking in that spirit. 

 

Who Are These Antichrists? 

They include: 

• False teachers 

• Apostates 

• Cult leaders 

• Gnostic deniers of Christ’s incarnation 

 

B. The Sign of the Last Days 

John says this proliferation of false Christs and teachers is a confirmation that the last 
time is already upon us. 

This agrees with Jesus' warning: 

“Many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ… and shall deceive many.” – Matthew 
24:5 



 

III. They Went Out From Us – The Departure Revealed Their Nature (1 John 2:19) 

“They went out from us, but they were not of us…” 

 

A. The Departure of False Believers 

These weren’t strangers—they were former members of the Christian community. 

• They participated in worship 

• They appeared genuine 

• But they eventually departed from truth 

 

B. Why Did They Leave? 

“…for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us…” 

Perseverance is evidence of genuine salvation. 

Their departure was not simply geographical—it was doctrinal and spiritual. 

 

C. The Purpose of Their Departure 

“…that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.” 

God allowed them to leave to reveal their true nature. 

• False professors can remain hidden for a time 

• But eventually, false doctrine leads to separation 

 

D. Harmony with John’s Gospel 

“They went back, and walked no more with him.” – John 6:66 

“Ye are of your father the devil… because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.” – John 
8:44–45 

 



IV. The Anointing of Truth – The Internal Guardrail (1 John 2:20) 

“But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.” 

 

A. What Is the “Unction”? 

This refers to the Holy Spirit, whom every believer receives at salvation. 

• Same word in 2:27 – “anointing” 

• Confirmed by Paul – “He hath anointed us…” (2 Cor. 1:21) 

 

B. What Does This Anointing Do? 

“Ye know all things…” 

Not omniscience, but spiritual discernment. 

The Spirit: 

• Illuminates truth 

• Guards from deception 

• Confirms the identity of Christ 

 

C. Harmony with John’s Gospel 

“He shall teach you all things…” – John 14:26 
“He shall testify of me…” – John 15:26 

The Spirit’s job is to glorify Jesus—not replace Him. 

 

V. No Lie Is of the Truth (1 John 2:21) 

“I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth…” 

John is not giving new information, but reinforcing known doctrine. 

He reminds them that: 

• Truth is already within 



• Lies cannot coexist with truth 

• Discernment matters 

This challenges the modern attitude of spiritual tolerance at all costs. 

 

VI. Who Is the Liar? He That Denies Jesus Is the Christ (1 John 2:22) 

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?” 

 

A. The Greatest Lie Ever Told 

The most dangerous lie is not atheism—it’s false christology. 

• Denying Jesus is the Christ 

• Denying His divinity 

• Denying His humanity 

• Denying His exclusivity 

 

B. The Denial of the Father and the Son 

“He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.” 

This is the theological litmus test: 

• If you deny the Son, you don’t have the Father (v. 23) 

• You cannot worship “God” without acknowledging Jesus as the only way (John 14:6) 

 

Implications Today: 

• Islam denies the Son 

• Judaism (unbelieving) denies the Messiah 

• Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the deity of Christ 

• Progressive Christianity redefines the Son 

All of these systems fall under the spirit of antichrist. 



 

VII. Harmony with Revelation – The Final Antichrist System 

 

A. Revelation 13 – The Beast Is the Antichrist 

He: 

• Exalts himself 

• Demands worship 

• Makes war with the saints 

• Performs signs and wonders 

The false prophet works alongside him—this is the ultimate fulfillment of 1 John 2:18. 

 

B. Revelation 17–18 – Babylon the Great 

Babylon symbolizes the final form of religious deception—a global system of idolatry, 
luxury, and blasphemy. 

John tells us: 

“Come out of her, my people…” – Rev. 18:4 

 

C. Revelation 19 – Christ Destroys Antichrist 

“The beast was taken, and with him the false prophet…” – Rev. 19:20 

The very spirit John warned about in 1 John 2 will be crushed by the King of Kings. 

 

VIII. Application – Living Against the Spirit of Antichrist 

 

1. Know the Real Christ 

Do you believe that: 

• Jesus is the Son of God? 



• He came in the flesh? 

• He is the only way to the Father? 

Then stand boldly on that truth. 

 

2. Stay in the Word and the Spirit 

The Spirit doesn’t work apart from Scripture. 

• Meditate on truth 

• Test all teachings 

• Listen for the Shepherd’s voice 

 

3. Expect Departures 

When people walk away from sound doctrine, don’t panic. 

“They went out from us…” 

That doesn’t mean the truth failed—it means the false was exposed. 

 

4. Guard the Gospel 

Don’t negotiate Christ’s identity to make the world comfortable. 

• Call out false teachers 

• Reject fake unity 

• Cling to the biblical Jesus 

 

5. Resist the Final System 

Prepare your heart now to stand against: 

• Deception 

• Idolatry 

• False miracles 



• Social and religious pressure 

The spirit of antichrist is already here—but so is the Spirit of truth. 

 

Conclusion: Standing Bold in the Age of Antichrist 

The spirit of antichrist isn’t waiting for the Tribulation. It’s already whispering in seminaries, 
churches, YouTube channels, and government councils. 

But John’s message is clear: 

“Ye have an unction…” 

“We know the truth…” 

“We are of God…” 

So stand strong. 

Don’t compromise. 
Don’t follow those who leave. 
Don’t tolerate lies that deny the Son. 

The Christ we serve is not just a way—He is the way, the truth, and the life. 

And the spirit of antichrist—whether in pulpits or palaces—will fall. 

“Little children, abide in him.” – 1 John 2:28 

 

32 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / Walking 
in the Light – From Fellowship to Fruitfulness (1 John 1:5–10) 

 

Introduction: No Shadows in the Presence of God 

John begins his first epistle not with pleasantries but with profound theology: 

“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” – 1 John 1:5 

This is not just a description of God—it’s the foundation of Christian living. If God is light, 
then everything about the believer’s life must reflect that light. The Christian life is not a 
mystical feeling nor an ethical performance—it is a walk in fellowship with the God of 
light, through the truth, by the blood of Jesus Christ. 



In this essay, we will explore 1 John 1:5–10, where John sets the stage for the entire epistle. 
We will trace the meaning of walking in the light versus walking in darkness, the tests of 
genuine fellowship, and how confession, not denial, brings cleansing. We'll harmonize this 
teaching with John's Gospel and Revelation to show that light is not optional for the 
believer—it is the realm of our rebirth, our warfare, and our eternal destiny. 

 

I. The Message Declared – God Is Light (1 John 1:5) 

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you…” 

 

A. This Is Not John’s Message—it’s Christ’s 

John isn’t sharing his opinion. He is declaring what he heard from Jesus Himself. 

• This truth was heard firsthand 

• It came from the Word made flesh (John 1:14) 

• And it was to be declared to the Church, not kept private 

 

B. “God Is Light” – The Essence of Holiness and Revelation 

Light in Scripture represents: 

• Purity – no mixture or pollution 

• Revelation – truth made known 

• Life – the condition for growth 

• Glory – the radiant expression of God's nature 

 

C. “In Him Is No Darkness at All” 

This is absolute holiness. 

• No deceit 

• No sin 

• No error 



• No shifting or shadow (James 1:17) 

John is declaring that the God of Scripture is completely morally pure—and everything He 
reveals reflects that nature. 

 

II. False Fellowship – Claiming Light but Walking in Darkness (1 John 1:6) 

“If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth.” 

 

A. Fellowship Is Not Just Belief—it’s Behavior 

To “walk” is to live—to conduct oneself in daily life. 

Fellowship with God demands a walk in the light, not just doctrinal agreement. 

 

B. The Danger of Profession Without Practice 

“If we say…” 

John is addressing false professors—those who claim intimacy with God but live in 
contradiction to His nature. 

“We lie, and do not the truth…” 

• This is not just inconsistency—it’s hypocrisy 

• It’s possible to say the right things and still walk in darkness 

 

C. Harmony with the Gospel of John 

“Men loved darkness rather than light…” – John 3:19 
“I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness…” – John 8:12 

Light separates—not just sin from righteousness, but truth from error, sheep from goats. 

 

III. Real Fellowship – Walking in the Light (1 John 1:7) 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another…” 



 

A. The Standard: “As He is in the light” 

This is not self-defined morality. It’s a holy, Christ-centered walk, consistent with God’s 
nature and Word. 

 

B. Walking in the Light Produces Fellowship 

Notice: true fellowship is the result of walking in light, not just belonging to a church. 

• Darkness divides 

• Light unites 

 

C. “The Blood of Jesus Christ His Son Cleanseth Us…” 

This cleansing is continual, not one-time. 

• “Cleanseth” is present tense 

• Walking in light doesn’t mean never sinning—it means staying in the place of 
ongoing cleansing through Christ’s blood 

This is not earning fellowship—it is walking in the reality of it. 

 

D. Harmony with Revelation 

“They washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” – Revelation 
7:14 
“The Lamb is the light thereof…” – Revelation 21:23 

The blood and the light are inseparably connected. 

 

IV. The Lie of Sinless Perfection – Denial vs. Confession (1 John 1:8–10) 

 

A. Denying Sin = Self-Deception (v. 8) 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves…” 



This isn’t about denying a particular sin—it’s denying sin nature. 

This aligns with modern teachings that say: 

• Sin is a psychological problem 

• People are inherently good 

• “You are enough” and “your truth” is sufficient 

John says: you are deceived. 

 

B. The Remedy: Confession (v. 9) 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins…” 

 

1. What is Confession? 

The Greek homologeō means “to say the same thing as God.” 

• Agreeing with God about your sin 

• Not blaming, justifying, or excusing 

• Owning it before Him in humility 

 

2. God’s Response: Faithful and Just 

• Faithful – He keeps His promise (Jer. 31:34) 

• Just – Because the penalty has already been paid by Christ (Rom. 3:26) 

God doesn’t forgive reluctantly—He forgives righteously. 

 

3. Cleansing from All Unrighteousness 

This is not just forgiveness—it’s cleansing. 

• Restores intimacy 

• Removes guilt 

• Realigns our walk 



 

C. Denial of Sin = Accusing God of Lying (v. 10) 

“If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar…” 

This is a direct affront to: 

• The entire message of the Gospel 

• The purpose of Christ’s coming 

• The authority of Scripture 

 

D. Harmony with John’s Gospel 

“If I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?” – John 8:46 
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” – John 17:17 

To walk in light is to confess sin, not cover it. 

 

V. Light and Darkness in Revelation – Final Destiny 

 

A. The Eternal Light of the Lamb 

“There shall be no night there…” – Revelation 21:25 

The New Jerusalem is a city of perpetual light, because the Lamb is the light. 

 

B. The Outer Darkness 

Jesus spoke of those cast into outer darkness—a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth 
(Matt. 8:12). 

In Revelation, those who walk in darkness: 

• Worship the beast 

• Are cast into the lake of fire 

• Are excluded from the light and presence of God 

 



VI. Application – Living in the Light Daily 

 

1. Examine Your Walk 

• Are you walking in light or just talking about it? 

• Light reveals—don’t fear it. Step into it. 

 

2. Confess Quickly, Not Defensively 

• Don’t explain away sin—confess it 

• Keep short accounts with God 

• Stay in the flow of cleansing 

 

3. Maintain Fellowship with Both God and His People 

• Don’t fake unity in darkness 

• Real fellowship comes from truth, not emotional connection 

 

4. Don’t Be Afraid of Conviction 

Conviction is proof that God is drawing you back into light. Lean into it. 

 

5. Keep Returning to the Blood of Jesus 

You’re not walking in the light because of your performance—it’s because of the cross. 

 

Conclusion: The Light That Leads to Life 

John doesn’t give a list of commands. He gives a reality: 

“God is light…” 

And he invites us into it: 

“Walk in the light…” 



If you’re hiding, come out. 

If you’re confused, step toward the Word. 

If you’ve sinned, confess and be cleansed. 

Because fellowship with God is not a fantasy—it’s your birthright through Christ. 

And the blood is still flowing. 

The light is still shining. 

And the invitation is still open. 

“The darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.” – 1 John 2:8 

 

33 of 33: The Testimony of John – Harmony of Gospel, Epistles & Revelation / That Your 
Joy May Be Full – The Goal of Fellowship with the Son (1 John 1:1–4) 

 

Introduction: A Joy That Can’t Be Shaken 

The Apostle John doesn’t begin his first epistle with arguments or instructions. He begins it 
with a testimony. Not of a creed, but of a Person. Not a distant deity, but the Word of life, 
whom he saw, touched, heard, and followed. 

John knew Jesus. He leaned on His chest. He ran to His tomb. He stood at His cross. And 
decades later, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he opens his letter not with 
speculation—but certainty. 

The first four verses of 1 John are a masterpiece of eyewitness declaration. They lay the 
foundation for the entire series of themes that follow—truth, love, light, assurance, and 
victory—but all anchored in one unshakable reality: fellowship with God through His Son 
brings fullness of joy. 

In this final essay of the series, we will explore 1 John 1:1–4 and see how it harmonizes with 
the Gospel and the Revelation of John, reminding us that Christianity is not just about 
knowledge—it’s about fellowship, and it’s meant to lead to full joy. 

 

I. The Word of Life Manifested (1 John 1:1–2) 



“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes…” 

 

A. “From the Beginning” – Eternal and Preexistent 

This echoes: 

• John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word…” 

• Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created…” 

Jesus did not begin at Bethlehem. He was with God and was God before time began. John 
is declaring Christ’s deity and eternality up front. 

 

B. Tangible Proof – Heard, Seen, Looked Upon, Handled 

This is not mystical language. It’s concrete, historical, personal. 

• Heard – John heard His voice teach, comfort, rebuke, pray 

• Seen with our eyes – Not a vision or apparition, but flesh and blood 

• Looked upon – A deep, attentive gaze—contemplation, not a glance 

• Handled – John physically touched Jesus (Luke 24:39) 

John is confronting Gnostic heresy, which denied that Jesus came in the flesh. He 
declares: We touched Him. He’s real. He is the Word of life. 

 

C. “The Life Was Manifested” – Incarnation and Revelation 

This is not just philosophical “life”—this is Zōē, eternal life, embodied. 

Jesus is: 

• The life of God revealed in a body 

• The light of men (John 1:4) 

• The only way to eternal life (John 14:6) 

 

D. “We Bear Witness and Show Unto You That Eternal Life…” 



John isn’t just informing—he’s testifying. 

This is courtroom language. He’s not giving a lecture—he’s giving sworn testimony. 

“Which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us.” 
This reflects John 1:14 – “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us…” 

He was divine before, and He is divine now—and we saw Him. 

 

II. Fellowship with the Father and the Son (1 John 1:3) 

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us…” 

 

A. The Purpose of John’s Declaration: Fellowship 

The goal is not just information. The goal is relationship. 

John wanted believers to enter into: 

• Horizontal fellowship – with the apostles and other believers 

• Vertical fellowship – with the Father and the Son 

This fellowship is real, relational, and eternal. 

 

B. “Truly Our Fellowship Is with the Father…” 

This is astounding. Through Christ, we don’t just follow God—we fellowship with Him. 

This echoes Jesus’ prayer in John 17: 

“That they all may be one… as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee…” – John 17:21 

We are brought into the circle of divine fellowship, not as gods, but as sons and 
daughters, fully accepted in Christ. 

 

C. “And with his Son Jesus Christ” 

You cannot have fellowship with the Father without the Son. 

• “No man cometh unto the Father but by me.” – John 14:6 



• “He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father…” – John 5:23 

Fellowship with God is not found through: 

• Law 

• Mysticism 

• Religion 

It is found only through the Son. 

 

D. Harmony with Revelation 

In Revelation 3:20, Jesus says: 

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock…” 

That verse is not for the lost—it’s for the church. Fellowship is relational, not religious. 

 

III. That Your Joy May Be Full (1 John 1:4) 

“And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” 

 

A. The Purpose of This Letter: Fullness of Joy 

Not fear. Not guilt. Not confusion. 

John says: 

• I’m writing so you’ll know Christ 

• So you’ll walk in light 

• And so your joy will be full 

 

B. What Is Joy? 

It is not: 

• Happiness (based on happenings) 

• Cheerfulness (based on circumstances) 



Joy is: 

• A deep, settled confidence that God is good, present, and victorious 

• A supernatural fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) 

• The natural result of abiding in Christ 

 

C. Harmony with the Gospel of John 

“These things have I spoken unto you… that your joy might be full.” – John 15:11 
“Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.” – John 16:24 

Joy is tied to: 

• Fellowship with Christ 

• Answered prayer 

• Victory over the world 

• Hope in His return 

 

D. Joy Is the Christian’s Power Source 

Nehemiah 8:10 – “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

Satan attacks your joy because joy fuels perseverance. 

• A joyless Christian is an ineffective Christian 

• A joyful Christian shines like light in a dark world 

 

IV. The Testimony of John – The Full Circle 

John’s writings—Gospel, Epistles, and Revelation—all begin and end with this theme: 

That you may know… 
That you may have life… 
That you may have fellowship… 
That you may have joy. 

 



A. The Gospel of John Begins with the Word 

“In the beginning was the Word…” 

He became flesh so we could become sons. 

 

B. The Epistles Begin with Fellowship 

“That which we have seen and heard…” 

Fellowship is the evidence of salvation and the goal of grace. 

 

C. Revelation Ends with Fellowship and Fullness 

“And I heard a great voice… Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men…” – Rev. 21:3 
“In thy presence is fullness of joy…” – Psalm 16:11 (fulfilled eternally) 

 

V. Application – How to Enter the Fellowship and Joy 

 

1. Believe the Testimony of the Apostles 

John didn’t invent this. He witnessed it. 

You are not asked to feel your way into fellowship—but to believe the record God gave of 
His Son. 

 

2. Abide in the Light 

Confess sin. Walk in truth. Let His blood cleanse and restore. 

 

3. Stay in the Word 

“These things write we unto you…” 

Joy is tied to truth. 

A neglected Bible leads to a weakened heart. 

 



4. Prioritize Fellowship 

• With God 

• With other believers 

• In truth and love 

Don’t settle for online inspiration. You were made for real community. 

 

5. Guard Your Joy 

Joy is a gift—but it must be protected. 

• Through prayer 

• Through praise 

• Through remembering the cross 

 

Conclusion: From Testimony to Transformation 

John didn’t write to impress us with poetic language. He wrote to point us to the Son of 
God, so that we could have: 

• Fellowship with the Father 

• Assurance of eternal life 

• Victory over the world 

• And a joy that nothing in this world can take away 

This series began with the Word of life and ends with fullness of joy—and that’s no 
accident. 

That’s the heart of God for His people. 

So the final word is not fear. 

It’s not failure. 

It’s not confusion. 

It’s fellowship. 

And joy. 



“These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.” 

 

Conclusion: The Testimony of John – A Beacon for the Last Days Church 

John, the last living apostle, didn’t write from theory—he wrote from testimony. He had 
walked with Christ, wept with Christ, stood at the foot of His cross, and seen the empty 
tomb. He had leaned upon the chest of the eternal Word made flesh—and decades later, 
he still trembled with the urgency to declare what he had heard, seen, and handled. 

Across this 33-part series, we’ve journeyed through every facet of John’s inspired writings: 

• The eternal Word from before time 

• The blood of Jesus Christ cleansing daily sin 

• The spirit of antichrist already working in the world 

• The testimony of the Spirit, the water, and the blood 

• The fellowship of the saints, the joy of assurance, and the certainty of victory 

• The glory of the Lamb in Revelation, where He is both Judge and Joy 

John’s writings stand together like three mighty pillars: 

1. The Gospel of John – presenting Jesus as the Son of God so that you might believe 
and have life through His name 

2. The Epistles of John – calling believers to abide, walk in truth, and test the spirits, 
so they might know they have eternal life 

3. The Revelation of Jesus Christ – unveiling what is to come, so we might overcome 
and worship the Lamb who is worthy forever 

This is not casual reading. This is spiritual survival training for the last days. 

 

Why This Series Matters Now More Than Ever 

We live in a world that no longer blushes at sin, no longer recognizes truth, and no longer 
fears God. Deception is celebrated. False christs are everywhere. Professing believers walk 
in darkness and call it light. Doctrinal compromise is praised as humility, and those who 
walk in discernment are scorned as divisive. 

And yet, John’s voice still cries out across the centuries: 



“Little children, let no man deceive you…” 

“These things write we unto you, that your joy may be full…” 

“And we know that the Son of God is come…” 

 

Because We Need Certainty 

John’s word “know” echoes over and over. In a generation drowning in feelings, confusion, 
and relativism, we need something certain. 

This series has shown that you can: 

• Know you are saved 

• Know who Jesus truly is 

• Know how to spot deception 

• Know you have eternal life 

• Know the Spirit that abides in you is greater than the one in the world 

 

Because We Need Discernment 

John warns of antichrists, false prophets, and lying spirits. And he gives us the doctrinal 
test—what they say about Jesus Christ. 

This series arms you to discern: 

• Truth from error 

• Light from darkness 

• Fellowship from falsehood 

• The Spirit of God from the spirit of antichrist 

In a world that loves to blur lines, John boldly draws them. 

 

Because We Need Fellowship 

Not fake unity built on compromise—but true fellowship, grounded in: 

• Walking in the light 



• Confessing sin 

• Abiding in the truth 

• Loving one another in truth, not pretense 

We are not called to isolate—we are called to abide together in the Word, in the Spirit, and 
in the love of God. 

 

Because We Need Joy 

The Christian life isn’t meant to be a burden—it’s meant to be joyful, because it's 
anchored in the eternal Son of God. 

“That your joy may be full…” 

Joy is our strength. Joy is our witness. Joy is our inheritance. 

And John shows us how to walk in it—not by perfection, but by fellowship with the 
perfect One. 

 

Because We Need the Lamb 

Revelation shows us the end—not just of the world, but of the story John began to tell in 
his Gospel. 

• The Word became flesh 

• He was rejected 

• He died, rose, ascended 

• And He will return in glory 

John’s testimony doesn’t end in exile—it ends in worship. 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain…” 

 

Final Call: Let the Testimony Live in You 

This series is not just a study. 

It is a call: 



• To believe the Gospel of John 

• To abide in the epistles of John 

• To overcome in the Revelation of John 

Let John's testimony become your testimony. 

Let his fellowship become your fellowship. 

Let his joy become your joy. 

And above all, let the One he followed—the Son of God, Jesus Christ—be your Savior, 
Lord, and soon-coming King. 

“He that hath the Son hath life…” – 1 John 5:12 
“Behold, he cometh with clouds…” – Revelation 1:7 
“These are written, that ye might believe…” – John 20:31 

 


