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Introduction to the Series: Hebrews, Rightly Divided 

The Book of Hebrews is one of the most theologically rich and yet most misapplied books 
in the New Testament. Written without a named author, packed with Levitical terminology, 
Old Testament quotations, and conditional warnings, it has long stood as a doctrinal 
stumbling block for those who fail to rightly divide the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). 

In this series, Hebrews, Rightly Divided, we approach the book through a dispensational 
lens, recognizing that while all Scripture is for us, not all Scripture is to us or about us. 
Hebrews is addressed specifically “to the Hebrews”—and it must be interpreted within the 
prophetic and transitional framework it was intended to occupy. 

This series will demonstrate: 

• That Hebrews, though written by the Apostle Paul, was strategically left unsigned to 
reach a Jewish audience without prejudice. 

• That its doctrinal content fits best within the context of the Tribulation period, not 
the Age of Grace. 

• That its conditional warnings, priestly focus, and references to endurance, 
chastisement, and fiery judgment match the realities of God’s future dealings with 
the Jewish remnant. 

• And that it acts as a doctrinal bridge between Acts (Israel’s fading) and Revelation 
(Israel’s refining), while standing alongside Romans as a counterpoint to define the 
difference between grace and law. 

Over the course of 15 carefully crafted essays, we will explore Hebrews verse by verse and 
theme by theme—highlighting its tribulational application, prophetic significance, and its 
perfect harmony within the broader structure of God’s dispensational plan. 

This is not a book for the casual reader. It is for the runner, the soldier, the overcomer—the 
one who must “endure unto the end” (Matthew 24:13). It is not a book about how to stay 
saved today—but how to survive when the world burns and the heavens shake. 



Hebrews is God’s love letter to His people under fire—and by rightly dividing it, we preserve 
its integrity, honor its warnings, and let it speak with the authority it was meant to carry. 
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Introduction 

The epistle to the Hebrews stands as one of the most theologically rich and spiritually 
profound books in the New Testament. It contains some of the most detailed exaltations of 
Jesus Christ, complex typologies from the Old Testament, and piercing exhortations that 
challenge the heart and soul. However, it is also one of the most dangerously 
misunderstood books in the Bible when not rightly divided. 

More damage has been done to the doctrine of eternal security, the gospel of grace, and 
the clarity of dispensational truth by a mishandled Hebrews than almost any other book—
perhaps even rivaling the misuse of Matthew. Hebrews is a book that must be handled 
with spiritual precision, rightly divided (2 Timothy 2:15), and interpreted through a lens of 
dispensational understanding. 

In this opening essay of our series “Hebrews, Rightly Divided,” we’ll address four key areas: 

1. The dangers of misapplying Hebrews to the Church Age. 

2. Paul’s likely authorship and the inspired anonymity. 

3. The Jewish structure and phrasing of the epistle. 

4. How Hebrews applies historically, doctrinally, and devotionally when rightly divided. 

 

I. The Dangers of Misapplying Hebrews to the Church Age 

If a believer tries to apply Hebrews doctrinally to the Church Age without rightly dividing 
it, confusion and heresy quickly follow. The book is filled with conditional warnings, 
mentions of enduring to the end, and fearful declarations about falling away. When these 
are interpreted through a Church Age lens, they contradict the clear teachings found in 
Paul’s letters to the Gentile churches. 

Let’s examine three major verses commonly twisted: 



1. Hebrews 6:4–6 – The Impossible Renewal 

"For it is impossible... to renew them again unto repentance..." 

To the unlearned, this suggests that if a believer sins too much or falls away, they can 
never come back. But Paul says in Romans 11:29 that “the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance,” and in Philippians 1:6 that God will perform the work He began in a 
believer until the day of Christ. 

The context of Hebrews 6 deals with those who were enlightened, tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were partakers of the Holy Ghost—language that parallels Hebrew converts 
during the transitional period of Acts and prophetically mirrors Tribulation saints who 
reject the truth under persecution and take the mark of the beast. 

2. Hebrews 10:26–27 – Willful Sin 

"If we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth..." 

Without rightly dividing, this becomes a weapon of spiritual abuse. Many preachers accuse 
backsliders of losing salvation, ignoring the Church Age truth that “there is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). 

Hebrews 10 is set in a Jewish framework with sacrificial imagery, and the warnings speak to 
end-time Jewish believers who will face persecution under Antichrist and must remain 
faithful to Jesus Christ and the commandments (Revelation 14:12). 

3. Hebrews 12:14 – Holiness to See the Lord 

"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord" 

This verse has led legalists to push sinless perfection as a requirement for heaven. Yet the 
believer’s position in Christ already fulfills holiness through justification (1 Cor. 1:30). The 
passage, when applied to the Tribulation remnant, makes perfect sense—those saints 
must endure and obey to be saved. 

In short, Hebrews is not a book about losing your salvation, but it’s also not primarily 
written to you—the member of the Body of Christ. When rightly divided, every warning 
aligns perfectly with its intended context: the Jewish people under covenant, historically 
in the first century and prophetically in the time of Jacob’s trouble. 

 

II. Paul’s Likely Authorship and Inspired Anonymity 



Though the epistle to the Hebrews bears no direct authorial claim, the overwhelming 
weight of internal and historical evidence points to Paul the apostle. 

• Hebrews 13:23 mentions Timotheus, a companion of Paul and no one else. 

• The closing remarks reflect Paul’s signature tone of grace and encouragement. 

• The intricate doctrinal layout, Greek structure, and mastery of Old Testament types 
mirrors Paul’s mind. 

Yet the Holy Spirit chose to keep Paul’s name out of the letter. Why? 

A. To Avoid Stumbling the Jews 

Paul was widely hated by the Jewish establishment for turning to the Gentiles (Acts 21:28). 
An epistle with his name on it might have been immediately rejected by the very audience it 
was designed to reach. 

B. Because the Letter Was Transitional 

Hebrews serves as a bridge—between the fading covenant of the Old Testament and the 
revelation of the mystery given to Paul. At the time of its writing, the full understanding of 
the Body of Christ and salvation by grace through faith without works was still being 
revealed. 

C. To Hide a Mystery in Plain Sight 

Like the parables of Jesus, the hidden authorship of Hebrews challenges the reader to dig 
deeper. It conceals the letter’s Pauline origin while revealing Paul’s heart for his people. 

Romans 9:3 captures that burden: 

“For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh.” 

Hebrews is Paul’s final plea to the Jewish people—past, present, and future. 

 

III. The Jewish Structure and Phrasing of Hebrews 

From the opening words to the final benediction, the book of Hebrews sounds nothing like 
Ephesians, Colossians, or Galatians. It’s steeped in: 

• Old Testament quotations 

• Tabernacle imagery 



• Priestly and sacrificial language 

• References to Abraham, Moses, Melchisedec, Levi, and the law 

The tone and rhythm are Jewish through and through: 

• “The fathers…” (Heb. 1:1) 

• “The house of Israel and the house of Judah…” (Heb. 8:8) 

• “Our fathers… in the wilderness” (Heb. 3:9) 

• “Go forth… without the camp” (Heb. 13:13) 

This isn’t how Paul spoke to the Corinthians or Thessalonians. The style isn’t that of a 
pastor writing to a church—it’s a Jewish teacher appealing to his nation, expounding on 
why Jesus is better than their angels, priests, covenants, and sacrifices. 

Even the chapter divisions align with Jewish logic: 

• Hebrews 1–2: Jesus is better than angels (a concern for Jews who held the law as 
given by angels) 

• Hebrews 3–4: Jesus is better than Moses and Joshua 

• Hebrews 5–7: Jesus is a better priest than Levi 

• Hebrews 8–10: Jesus brings a better covenant and offering 

• Hebrews 11–12: Faithful Jewish examples and warnings 

• Hebrews 13: Final encouragement to Jewish believers 

The whole book is a doctrinal treatise wrapped in Jewish terminology, proving that Jesus 
is the Messiah and preparing Israel for what’s to come. 

 

IV. Historical, Doctrinal, and Devotional Applications 

When rightly divided, Hebrews becomes a three-fold masterpiece: 

1. Historical: Written to First-Century Hebrew Converts 

These were Jews who had believed in Christ but were tempted to return to the old sacrificial 
system as persecution increased. The letter warns them not to abandon Christ for the 
fading shadow of the law. 

The historical context is clear: 



• The temple still stood (Hebrews 10:11) 

• Sacrifices were ongoing 

• Persecution was rising (Heb. 10:32–34) 

The epistle was designed to ground them in the supremacy of Christ, so they wouldn’t 
revert to types and shadows. 

2. Doctrinal: Written to Tribulation Saints 

Doctrinally, the clearest application is to believing Jews in the Tribulation. These are 
those who: 

• Will not take the mark of the beast 

• Will hold to the faith of Jesus and keep the commandments 

• Will suffer persecution and need encouragement to endure 

• Will live under a restored Jewish worship system (Rev. 11:1–2) 

They will need a high priest, not just a head. They will need endurance, not just assurance. 
They will be under a faith-plus-works system (James 2:24, Revelation 14:12). 

Hebrews aligns doctrinally with James, 1 and 2 Peter, and Revelation—not with Galatians 
or Romans. The contrast is divine, not accidental. 

3. Devotional: Written for the Edification of Any Believer 

All Scripture is profitable (2 Timothy 3:16), and Hebrews is no exception. Though it must be 
rightly divided doctrinally, it is a goldmine devotionally. 

• Hebrews 4:12 – The Word is quick and powerful. 

• Hebrews 10:19–22 – Bold access to the throne. 

• Hebrews 12:1–2 – Run with patience, looking to Jesus. 

• Hebrews 13:5–6 – "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee." 

These passages stir the heart, nourish the soul, and strengthen the faith. Even if they don’t 
teach Church Age doctrine, they inspire Church Age devotion. 

 

Conclusion: The Necessity of Division for the Sake of Clarity 



Rightly dividing the book of Hebrews doesn’t diminish its power—it unleashes it. It takes 
the blinders off, clears the fog of confusion, and brings every word into harmony with the 
rest of Scripture. 

It is a book for: 

• The Jew longing for the Messiah 

• The Tribulation saint facing the darkest days 

• The Christian drawing strength from Christ’s eternal priesthood 

But it is not a book to build your doctrine of salvation from—unless you want to walk back 
into bondage. Paul warned against mixing grace with law in Galatians. Hebrews, when 
misapplied, becomes the very thing Paul warned about: a stumblingblock to liberty. 

The Holy Spirit didn’t make a mistake by placing Hebrews after Philemon. It stands as a 
bridge to the General Epistles, a signal of transition, and a reminder: that God is not 
done with Israel. 

In the next essay, we’ll begin diving into chapter 1 and explore why God speaking “in these 
last days by his Son” sets the tone for the entire book—and for rightly dividing time itself. 
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Introduction: The Final Word From God 

The opening chapter of Hebrews wastes no time. There are no greetings, no introductions, 
and no soft entrances. Instead, it pierces straight into the most critical issue facing the 
Jewish nation: Who is Jesus Christ? 

Hebrews 1 thunders with the declaration that God has spoken—not through prophets, not 
through angels, but through His Son. And from that very statement forward, the Holy Spirit 
begins to dismantle every inferior figure that the Jewish mind might cling to—starting with 
angels. 

In a world where angelic appearances held deep meaning in the Hebrew tradition, and 
where many first-century Jews were struggling to reconcile Christ’s lowly crucifixion with 
divine majesty, Hebrews 1 reestablishes His preeminence—not just above prophets or 



kings, but even above angels, those heavenly ministers who delivered the law (Acts 7:53; 
Gal. 3:19). 

When rightly divided, this chapter isn’t just about lofty theology. It becomes a master key 
that unlocks three critical dispensational truths: 

1. The identity of the Son in contrast to the angelic order, which the Jews venerated. 

2. Why this distinction matters more to the Hebrews than to the Gentile Church. 

3. How this sets the doctrinal foundation for the 144,000 Jewish servants who will 
emerge in the Tribulation. 

Let us explore this foundational chapter from a dispensational and doctrinal lens, 
beginning with the heavenly declaration that God is no longer speaking through 
fragments—but through the fullness of His Son. 

 

I. The Divine Declaration: God Hath Spoken by His Son (Hebrews 1:1–2) 

"God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets, 
Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son..." (Hebrews 1:1–2) 

The contrast is immediate and deliberate. God had spoken in the past—piecemeal, through 
dreams, visions, types, and prophets. That method was incomplete, and more 
importantly, it was suited to a particular dispensation: Israel under the Law. 

But now, says the writer of Hebrews, God has changed the means of communication. No 
longer through the fragmented revelations of the prophets—but through His Son. The voice 
of God now comes through One who is: 

• The heir of all things 

• The creator of the worlds 

• The brightness of His glory 

• The express image of His person 

This isn’t just a message upgrade—it’s a dispensational shift. It signals the transition from 
the Old Covenant structure to the presentation of the New Covenant, and ultimately 
prepares the remnant for the voice of the Lamb during the Tribulation (Rev. 14:1–5). 



What the Jews had revered in the Law and the Prophets is now being trumped by a superior 
voice—a divine person who not only delivers the Word but is the Word (John 1:1). 

 

II. Christ’s Identity vs. Angels: A Major Jewish Concern 

It’s no accident that angels are the first beings compared to the Son in this epistle. 

Why angels? 

Because to the Jewish mind, angels were not only spiritual beings—they were the divine 
messengers who delivered the Law at Mount Sinai. Scripture confirms this: 

• Galatians 3:19 – "...it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator." 

• Acts 7:53 – "Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not 
kept it." 

The Law of Moses, then, was not merely given by God to Moses—it came through angels, 
those who stood as divine emissaries. To speak against angels, or to claim someone was 
greater than them, was no light matter. 

For a Hebrew audience still clinging to the Old Testament structure, Christ had to be shown 
to surpass the angels in authority and glory—or else He would not be taken seriously as 
the Messiah. 

Thus, Hebrews 1 carefully constructs a sevenfold argument to demonstrate the superiority 
of the Son: 

1. He is the heir of all things (v.2) 

2. He made the worlds (v.2) 

3. He is the brightness of God’s glory (v.3) 

4. He is the express image of God’s person (v.3) 

5. He upholds all things by the word of His power (v.3) 

6. He purged our sins (v.3) 

7. He sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high (v.3) 

These statements exalt Christ not only above angels but above all creation. 

 



III. The Son is Better Than the Messengers (Hebrews 1:4–14) 

"Being made so much better than the angels..." (v.4) 

This is the thesis of the rest of the chapter. From verse 4 to 14, we are shown a deliberate 
comparison: 

1. The Son Has a Name Above Angels 

"...as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." (v.4) 

Angels are mighty, but they are servants. Christ is the Son, and by inheritance has a name 
far superior. No angel was ever called “Thou art my Son” (v.5). The Father never declared to 
Michael or Gabriel, “This day have I begotten thee.” 

2. The Son is Worshipped by Angels 

"Let all the angels of God worship him." (v.6) 

Angels may be messengers, but they bow before the Son. This statement alone proves the 
deity of Christ and the utter subordination of angels. 

3. Angels Are Ministers—The Son Is King 

"Of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits... but unto the Son he saith, Thy 
throne, O God, is forever and ever..." (vv.7–8) 

The Son is given an eternal throne and divine scepter. He is addressed as God by the Father 
Himself. No clearer statement of Christ’s deity exists in the New Testament. 

4. The Son Is Creator and Immutable 

"Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth..." (v.10) 

Angels may have rejoiced when God created the world (Job 38:7), but they did not create it. 
Christ did. And unlike creation, which will wax old and be changed, He remains the same 
(v.12). 

5. The Son Sits—Angels Stand 

"Sit on my right hand... Are they not all ministering spirits?" (vv.13–14) 

Angels serve. Christ rules. Angels minister to the heirs of salvation, but Christ is the one 
who possesses the inheritance. 



The contrast is overwhelming. And for a Hebrew audience, it’s essential. The temptation to 
revert to the Law, to venerate angels, or to treat Christ as just another prophet or heavenly 
being—is crushed under the weight of chapter one. 

 

IV. Dispensational Insight: Why Angels Mattered to Jews, Not the Church 

The strong focus on angels in Hebrews 1 can seem strange to modern Christians. Most 
Gentile believers today don’t pray to angels, venerate them, or rely on them for doctrinal 
authority. But the Jewish people—especially in the first century—saw angels as critical to 
their understanding of how God operated. 

A. The Law and Angels 

As noted earlier, angels were the invisible hands behind the delivery of the Law. The Law 
was the backbone of the Jewish nation, and to speak of angels was to speak of covenant, 
authority, and divine order. 

B. The Church’s Relationship to Angels 

By contrast, Paul’s letters to the Gentile churches hardly emphasize angels. In fact, he 
warns against worshiping them (Colossians 2:18). The Church does not need angelic 
intercession or validation because the Holy Spirit indwells the believer directly (1 Cor. 
6:19). We don’t need messengers—we are already united with the Son. 

In this age, the mystery revealed to Paul bypasses angels altogether. The gospel is 
preached by flesh and blood, and believers have access to God directly through Christ 
(Eph. 2:18). 

So why does Hebrews make such a fuss about angels? 

C. Because It’s Written to Hebrews 

Not the Body of Christ in general, but to Hebrews, a people for whom angels represented 
God’s power and covenant structure. 

Hebrews 1 is essentially a doctrinal transition: it closes the era of angelic intermediaries 
and exalts Christ as the final, supreme messenger and Messiah. 

It prepares Israel to recognize the Lamb who speaks from heaven, a voice that will again 
be heard in the tribulational days ahead (Hebrews 12:25–27; Rev. 14:1–3). 

 

V. Application to the 144,000 Sealed Servants 



In Revelation 7 and 14, we’re introduced to a unique group of believers—144,000 sealed 
servants, 12,000 from each tribe of Israel. These are not the Church, but a Jewish remnant 
called during the Tribulation to preach the everlasting gospel (Rev. 14:6). 

What does Hebrews 1 have to do with them? 

A. They Will Need to Understand Christ’s Supremacy 

In a time of global deception (2 Thess. 2:11), where fallen angels and unclean spirits will 
manifest visibly (Revelation 16:14), the 144,000 must be grounded in the truth that Christ 
is above all angels. They will be the ones preaching Christ in a world where Satan appears 
with signs and wonders. They must not be deceived. 

Hebrews 1 gives them the foundational Christology to stand firm: 

• He is the eternal Son. 

• He is not an angel. 

• He is worshipped by angels. 

• He alone has the throne and scepter. 

This will be vital doctrine for Tribulation saints who will not have the indwelling Spirit like 
the Body of Christ, but will be guided by angelic messengers, signs, and sealed power from 
God (Rev. 7:3–4; Matt. 24:31). 

B. They Will Fulfill the Ministry of Witnessing to Israel 

The 144,000 are not evangelizing the Gentile world. They are a firstfruits unto God (Rev. 
14:4) and a testimony to their nation. Their message will echo the structure of Hebrews—
declaring that God hath spoken by His Son, and that the Son is greater than Moses, 
Aaron, and the angels. 

They will need to explain to their Jewish brothers why the old system has faded, why the 
sacrifices are insufficient, and why the Son must be obeyed—even at the cost of death. 

Hebrews 1 provides the foundation for that message. 

 

Conclusion: Let All the Angels of God Worship Him 

Hebrews 1 is not just lofty theology—it’s a battlefield declaration. 

• To the Jewish reader, it declares that Jesus is not a lesser prophet or another 
angelic visitation—He is the eternal Son, the creator, the heir, the sovereign King. 



• To the Tribulation remnant, it gives the doctrinal ammunition to withstand the 
deception of signs and wonders from the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. 

• To the modern Church, it reminds us that our Savior is exalted above all, and that 
we walk by faith, not by visions or angelic experiences. 

God hath spoken. 

Not through Sinai thunder. Not through heavenly messengers. 

But through the Son. 

And once the Son has spoken, there is no higher voice to follow. 

 

 

3 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – The Great Escape Clause: Warning Passages & the 
Tribulation (Hebrews 2) 

 

Introduction: The Most Misread Warnings in the New Testament 

Few books in the Bible contain as many severe-sounding warnings as the epistle to the 
Hebrews. From drifting away to falling short, from trampling the blood to the impossibility 
of renewal—these passages have caused many to question the security of their salvation. 
But as we’ve seen in our rightly divided approach, Hebrews is not written doctrinally to the 
Church Age believer; it is addressed to a different audience in a different time, with a 
different message. 

In this third essay of our series, we focus on Hebrews 2, particularly verse 3: 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation...” (Hebrews 2:3) 

This question has been used to terrify believers into thinking that if they aren’t living up to a 
certain standard, they could lose their salvation, or worse, never have it to begin with. But 
such interpretations betray a lack of dispensational understanding. 

To rightly divide this passage is to clarify its warning, identify its recipients, and place it 
in its proper prophetic context—the Tribulation, not the Church Age. This essay will 
explore the doctrinal application of Hebrews 2 to the Tribulation saints, compare it with 
the warnings of Matthew 24, and demonstrate why it does not teach loss of salvation for 
the born-again believer in the Age of Grace. 



 

I. The Context of Hebrews 2: Transition from the Law to the Last Days 

Hebrews 2 begins by building on the foundation of chapter 1, where Christ was exalted 
above the angels. Now, the author issues a sober warning: 

“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest 
at any time we should let them slip.” (Hebrews 2:1) 

This is not the language of a Pauline epistle to the Church. Paul never tells the Church that 
they might “let salvation slip.” Instead, he reassures us: 

• “Ye are sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13) 

• “He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it” (Phil. 1:6) 

Hebrews 2, however, speaks as if salvation can be neglected, slipped past, or escaped 
from—a red flag to the Church Age reader that the audience has changed. 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation…” (v.3) 

The phrase “How shall we escape” doesn’t point to the loss of rewards—it implies 
destruction or judgment. It echoes similar language found in the Old Testament prophets 
and the Gospels—specifically in passages that relate to Israel’s national judgment and the 
Tribulation. 

 

II. “How Shall We Escape”: A Tribulation Warning, Not a Church Threat 

Let’s examine the verse again in full: 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him…” (Heb. 2:3) 

A. The Reference to the Lord’s Ministry 

The passage specifically references the ministry of Jesus during His earthly walk, as well 
as the ministry of those who heard Him (i.e., the apostles). This is the same period 
described in the four Gospels—where the Kingdom of Heaven was offered to Israel (Matt. 
10:5–7). 

This Kingdom offer was rejected, leading to national blindness (Rom. 11:25). But that same 
Kingdom gospel will return in the Tribulation (Matt. 24:14), when God refocuses His 
program on Israel and the remnant must endure to the end (Matt. 24:13). 



B. The Word “Escape” 

The use of “escape” is striking and matches perfectly with prophetic, Tribulation-themed 
language: 

• Luke 21:36 – “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things...” 

• Matthew 23:33 – “...how can ye escape the damnation of hell?” 

• Revelation 3:10 – “...I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation…” 

These passages speak to end-time survival, not positional justification. The warning in 
Hebrews 2 is not about losing one’s place in heaven, but about falling under wrath 
during the Day of the Lord—a wrath that only a faithful, enduring remnant will escape. 

 

III. Comparing Hebrews 2 with Matthew 24 

A proper comparison with Matthew 24 opens the doctrinal door even wider. 

Matthew 24 is Jesus’ most extensive teaching on the Tribulation, given to Jewish disciples 
about Jewish events (e.g., Jerusalem, Sabbath, temple desecration). This is often 
misunderstood as Church doctrine—but it matches Hebrews perfectly when seen rightly. 

A. “Endure to the End” and “Neglecting Salvation” 

“But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” (Matt. 24:13) 
“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation…” (Heb. 2:3) 

In both cases, the emphasis is not on trusting Christ for positional justification, but on 
maintaining allegiance under duress. In Matthew, the warning is about surviving the trials 
and deception of the Antichrist. In Hebrews, the warning is about not letting salvation slip 
away, which parallels the faith-and-works requirement of the Tribulation. 

B. Deception and Signs 

Matthew 24 repeatedly warns of deception: 

• “Many shall come in my name…” 

• “There shall arise false Christs and false prophets…” 

• “Take heed that no man deceive you…” 



Hebrews 2:4 mentions that the message of salvation was “confirmed with signs and 
wonders”—this is again Jewish context, as “the Jews require a sign” (1 Cor. 1:22). In the 
Tribulation, signs will abound, and discerning true messengers from false ones will be 
critical. 

C. The Role of Angels 

Both Hebrews 2 and Matthew 24 mention angels prominently. In Hebrews 2:2, the word 
spoken by angels was “steadfast,” and in Matthew 24:31, angels are sent to gather the elect 
at Christ’s return. This angelic involvement shows a Jewish, prophetic program, not 
Church doctrine, which emphasizes the Holy Spirit within, not messengers from heaven. 

 

IV. Right Division: Why This Is Not for the Church Age 

We must remember Paul’s instruction in 2 Timothy 2:15: 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God... rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

A. No Fear of Judgment for the Church 

For the Church, Paul makes it clear: 

• “There is therefore now no condemnation...” (Rom. 8:1) 

• “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?” (Rom. 8:33) 

• “You are complete in Him.” (Col. 2:10) 

These are not conditional. The believer in this dispensation is sealed (Eph. 1:13), accepted 
in the beloved (Eph. 1:6), and seated in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). There is no escaping 
to worry about, because we are already safe in Christ. 

B. Warnings in Hebrews Are Conditional 

Hebrews is filled with “if” statements: 

• “If we hold fast…” (Heb. 3:6) 

• “If we sin willfully…” (Heb. 10:26) 

• “If they shall fall away…” (Heb. 6:6) 

These are not statements of eternal security but of conditional blessing and survival—
exactly the scenario of the Tribulation saint, who must endure and refuse the mark of the 
beast. 



C. The Holy Spirit’s Role is Different 

In the Church Age, the Holy Spirit indwells permanently. In the Tribulation, the Spirit’s 
restraining role is removed (2 Thess. 2:7), and His sealing work is not the same. Instead, 
believers are sealed by angelic messengers (Rev. 7:3), and their perseverance depends on 
obedience and endurance. 

 

V. Salvation in the Tribulation: Faith Plus Endurance 

The Tribulation is a unique dispensation where the gospel is a mixture of faith in Jesus 
and obedience to commandments. 

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus.” (Revelation 14:12) 

That is not the gospel of grace preached today. Paul said: 

“But if it be of works, then is it no more grace…” (Romans 11:6) 

But in the Tribulation, grace alone is not sufficient. The remnant must believe in Christ 
and reject the beast, keep the commandments, and endure persecution. 

Hebrews 2 reflects this exact mindset: 

• Warning against neglect 

• Signs and wonders confirming truth 

• Angelic involvement 

• Endurance necessary for escape 

In every way, it mirrors the conditions of the Tribulation—not the security of the Church 
Age. 

 

VI. Devotional Value Without Doctrinal Confusion 

Just because Hebrews 2 isn’t Church Age doctrine doesn’t mean it holds no value for 
believers today. There are powerful devotional truths here: 

A. Urgency and Accountability 

Even though we are saved by grace, we should not grow indifferent or casual. The urgency 
of Hebrews 2 reminds us to: 



• Heed the voice of God 

• Value the greatness of our salvation 

• Avoid spiritual drift and laziness 

B. Christ’s Humanity and Suffering 

Hebrews 2:9 tells us: 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death…” 

This verse magnifies the incarnation of Christ. Though exalted above angels, He stooped 
beneath them to die for us. That truth inspires humility and worship in every believer. 

C. Our Great High Priest 

Verses 17–18 tell us: 

“...it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 
high priest... For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them 
that are tempted.” 

Though doctrinally aimed at the Jewish remnant, this devotional truth strengthens us all—
Jesus knows our struggles, and He helps us in our temptations. 

 

VII. Tribulation Implications: How This Will Help the Remnant 

When the Church is raptured and the Tribulation begins, there will be millions of confused, 
frightened Jews. The temple will be rebuilt. Sacrifices will resume. Antichrist will rise. 

For those who turn to the Scriptures, Hebrews 2 will become a lifeline. 

• “How shall we escape?” will become a literal question for many. 

• The Son, exalted above angels, will be the only way out of wrath. 

• The warnings will be prophetic encouragements for those resisting the beast. 

And as Revelation 12:11 says, they will overcome him by: 

• The blood of the Lamb 

• The word of their testimony 

• And they loved not their lives unto the death 



Hebrews 2 will be one of their battle cries. 

 

Conclusion: The Escape Clause Still Stands—But It’s Not for Us 

The third chapter in our Hebrews study reveals something profound: that God’s warnings 
are always timely, but not always for the same people. To misapply Hebrews 2 to the 
Church Age is to burden the body of Christ with guilt, fear, and confusion. But to rightly 
divide it is to set it in its glorious prophetic place—as a guidebook for those who must 
face the ultimate test. 

For the believer today, our escape has already occurred—in Christ. 

“Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness...” (Col. 1:13) 

But for those who come after the rapture, the question of Hebrews 2:3 will ring loud and 
clear: 

“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” 

It will be no longer rhetorical, but a matter of life and death. 

 

 

4 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – The Captain of Their Salvation: Christ and His 
Relationship to the Remnant (Hebrews 2:10–18) 

 

Introduction: The Suffering Captain Who Leads the Remnant 

The second half of Hebrews 2 introduces a deeply personal and doctrinally rich portrait of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Here, He is not only exalted as Son and superior to angels, but He is 
also portrayed as the “Captain of their salvation” (Hebrews 2:10)—a title brimming with 
military, prophetic, and Messianic significance. 

For many Christians, this section is viewed devotionally as a celebration of Christ’s 
suffering and empathy. And while that application is true and valuable, the doctrinal and 
prophetic implications of this passage have often been overlooked or misapplied—
especially when interpreted solely in the context of the Church Age. 

When rightly divided, Hebrews 2:10–18 gives us a clear prophetic view of Jesus Christ as 
the leader of the Jewish remnant, the suffering High Priest who will guide His people 



through the darkness of the Tribulation and bring them to the glory of the Kingdom. This 
passage is written to and about the Hebrews—God’s covenant people—and has doctrinal 
application not to the Body of Christ, but to those redeemed from Israel during Daniel’s 
70th week. 

In this essay, we’ll explore the Captain of their salvation in three sweeping themes: 

1. Christ’s suffering and His mission to “bring many sons to glory.” 

2. The typological connection to Moses and Joshua as leaders of the remnant. 

3. His role as the suffering High Priest—an office needed by Israel, not the Church. 

 

I. The Captain of Their Salvation: Christ’s Suffering and the Remnant’s Destiny 

“For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” 
(Hebrews 2:10) 

The language of Hebrews 2:10 is stunning. Jesus is not simply presented as a Savior or 
Redeemer here—He is described as the Captain, a leader who goes before His people, 
paving the way through suffering and trial. 

A. Captain: A Military Term 

The word “captain” implies more than mere leadership. It is a military term (Greek: 
archegos), meaning originator, pioneer, or commander. Christ, as Captain, leads the 
charge into battle, suffers first, and guides others through hardship. This is not a peaceful 
pastoral image—it is the image of a conquering King, preparing a faithful remnant for 
future glory through great tribulation. 

This matches Revelation’s view of Christ as: 

• The rider on the white horse (Revelation 19:11) 

• The leader of armies in heaven 

• The One who overcomes the beast, false prophet, and nations 

B. “Bringing Many Sons to Glory” 

This phrase is not just a general reference to all believers. Doctrinally, it is a prophetic 
reference to the restored remnant of Israel. 

Romans 9:26–27 tells us: 



“Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be 
saved.” 

This “remnant” are the “sons” being led to glory. They are the 144,000 sealed Jews 
(Revelation 7), and those faithful unto death during the Tribulation. They are brought 
through fire (Zechariah 13:9), refined like gold, and led by their Captain into the Kingdom. 

 

II. The Typology of Moses and Joshua: Patterns for the Remnant’s Deliverance 

The Captain imagery becomes even clearer when viewed through Old Testament 
typology—specifically, the ministries of Moses and Joshua, both of whom were national 
leaders of the Hebrews and direct types of Christ in His relationship to the remnant. 

A. Moses: The Deliverer of the Nation 

Moses was the first redeemer of Israel. He delivered them from Egypt, led them through 
the wilderness, and spoke face-to-face with God. He was a prophet, a lawgiver, and a 
shepherd—but he did not bring the people into the Promised Land. He died outside of 
Canaan due to his disobedience. 

This shows that while Moses represents the law, and delivers from bondage, he does not 
lead into inheritance. Christ fulfilled the role of Moses in His first coming—delivering 
Israel from spiritual bondage through His death, but not bringing them into the Kingdom 
(yet). The final fulfillment is postponed until the time appointed—the Day of the Lord. 

Hebrews 3:2 even links Moses to Christ: 

“...Moses was faithful in all his house.” 

B. Joshua: The Leader into Inheritance 

Joshua, Moses’ successor, is the one who led the people into the Promised Land. His 
name, “Yehoshua,” is the same as Jesus’—meaning “Jehovah is salvation.” He is the 
military leader who conquered enemies, distributed inheritance, and brought rest to Israel. 

Joshua is the type of Christ at His Second Coming—the Captain who leads the remnant 
into the Kingdom, conquers the enemies (as Christ does at Armageddon), and establishes 
the inheritance promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

In the Tribulation: 

• The remnant follows their Captain through suffering. 

• They are tested in the wilderness (Rev. 12:6, 14). 



• They cross Jordan (a type of death and passage). 

• They are brought into the Kingdom, the “glory” promised. 

Hebrews 2 shows Christ not just as a suffering Savior, but as the Captain-Joshua figure, 
who goes before His people and leads them into their final reward. 

 

III. Perfected Through Suffering: Christ’s Role as the Tribulation High Priest 

“For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he 
is not ashamed to call them brethren...” (Heb. 2:11) 

From verse 11 onward, the relationship between Christ and the remnant becomes deeply 
familial—He calls them “brethren,” shares in their flesh and blood, and takes on the form 
of man to experience death and defeat the devil. This section leads us directly into Christ’s 
role as High Priest—a role uniquely emphasized in Hebrews, and almost entirely absent 
in Paul’s letters to the Gentile Church. 

A. Why High Priest? 

The Church does not need a High Priest. We are: 

• The Body of Christ 

• Already seated in heavenly places 

• Indwelt by the Holy Spirit 

• Complete in Him 

Our access to God is immediate and permanent. 

But for Israel, especially during the Tribulation, the concept of priesthood is vital. The 
temple will be rebuilt. Sacrifices will resume. The Law will become a central part of worship 
again (Rev. 11:1–2). In this system, a High Priest is absolutely necessary—someone who 
can mediate, sympathize, and atone. 

Hebrews sets up Christ as that High Priest—but it is for the remnant, not the Church. 

“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high priest...” (Heb. 2:17) 

This verse ties Christ’s priesthood to His shared suffering with the remnant. He had to 
become like them—Jewish, flesh and blood, acquainted with temptation and pain—so 
He could be the priest they need during their hour of trial. 



 

IV. Defeating the Devil Through Death: The Remnant’s Deliverance 

“That through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
(Heb. 2:14–15) 

These verses are rich with prophetic implication. 

A. Christ’s Death as Weapon 

While this is often spiritualized to refer to personal fear of death, doctrinally, it goes deeper. 
Christ’s death on the cross is the legal and prophetic act that breaks Satan’s power over 
the remnant. During the Tribulation, Satan is cast to earth (Rev. 12:9), and he will directly 
pursue “the woman” (Israel) and her seed” (Rev. 12:13–17). 

Christ’s prior death becomes the spiritual victory that enables the 144,000 and the faithful 
remnant to overcome Satan: 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb…” (Rev. 12:11) 

Hebrews 2:14 is directly connected to that victory. 

B. Delivering the Fearful 

“...deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 

Who lived in bondage to the fear of death? 

• The Jews under Roman persecution (first century) 

• The future remnant under Antichrist’s tyranny (Tribulation) 

In both cases, the fear was not imaginary. Martyrdom was—and will be—a daily reality. 
Christ’s shared suffering becomes a source of courage and identity for the remnant. They 
know He suffered first. He was tempted. He died. And He overcame. 

 

V. Devotional Application: Suffering Shared, Victory Secured 

Though Hebrews 2:10–18 is doctrinally aimed at the Tribulation remnant, its devotional 
power still applies to believers today. Christ’s suffering was real. His empathy is deep. His 
victory is complete. 

For any believer facing trial, there is comfort in knowing that: 



• Jesus understands pain 

• He faced temptation and overcame 

• He calls us brethren 

• He leads us through valleys, not just beside still waters 

And while we do not require a High Priest in the way Israel does, we still rejoice in Christ’s 
intercessory role: 

“He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” (Heb. 7:25) 

 

VI. A Glorious Ending for the Remnant 

Let’s zoom out to the prophetic picture. 

• Christ, the Captain, suffered first. 

• The remnant follows His path—through persecution, death, or miraculous 
deliverance. 

• The devil is defeated. 

• The remnant is refined. 

• Christ returns, and with Him, His brethren—the “many sons”—enter into glory. 

That’s the story of Hebrews 2:10–18. 

It isn’t about the Church maintaining its salvation. It’s about the Jewish remnant being led 
by their Messiah through fire into the Kingdom. 

Just as Joshua brought Israel across Jordan, so Christ will bring His people from tribulation 
to triumph, from bondage to blessing, from wilderness to inheritance. 

 

Conclusion: The Suffering Captain and the Faithful Few 

The beauty of Hebrews 2:10–18 lies in its duality—a suffering Christ and a victorious King. 
A humble high priest and a triumphant Captain. This passage offers the remnant a 
roadmap: follow the Captain, endure the suffering, and enter the glory. 



When rightly divided, it reveals the prophetic role of Christ in the coming days of judgment. 
Misapplied, it becomes confusing or even terrifying to Church Age believers who see it as a 
threat rather than a testimony of the coming Kingdom. 

Let us rejoice that the Captain of our salvation has already triumphed, and that He leads 
His people not around suffering—but through it, into everlasting joy. 

In the next essay, we will explore the wilderness warnings of Hebrews 3–4, and how the 
unbelief of Israel in Moses’ day becomes a prophetic picture of the Tribulation’s test of 
faith. 

 

5 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Today If Ye Will Hear His Voice: The Rest of God and 
the Tribulation Wilderness (Hebrews 3–4) 

 

Introduction: The Wilderness Voice and the Final Invitation 

Hebrews chapters 3 and 4 carry some of the most urgent and sobering appeals in the New 
Testament. With phrases like “Take heed”, “Lest any of you be hardened”, and “Let us 
therefore fear”, these chapters present a stirring warning—not to miss the promised rest. 
But the nature of that rest, and the conditions attached to it, have confused many who 
assume these verses speak directly to the Church Age believer. 

Yet when rightly divided, the warning passages of Hebrews 3–4 are not about a believer 
potentially losing eternal salvation. They are a prophetic address to the future Jewish 
remnant—those who, like the Israelites in the wilderness, will have to endure a season of 
great testing during the Tribulation. 

This essay will explore: 

1. The repeated warnings about unbelief and “falling short” of God’s rest. 

2. The clear prophetic parallels between the Exodus generation and the Tribulation 
remnant. 

3. Why Paul’s epistles to the Church never speak of “rest” in the same way Hebrews 
does. 

By the end, we’ll see that this “rest” is not positional salvation but a prophetic, Kingdom-
centered promise for a faithful Jewish remnant who must follow their greater-than-Moses 
leader through one final wilderness. 



 

I. The Urgent Warning: Harden Not Your Hearts 

“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice, 
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness…)” 
(Hebrews 3:7–8) 

The writer of Hebrews opens chapter 3 with a comparison between Jesus and Moses—two 
leaders of Israel. Moses, though faithful, was a servant, while Christ is presented as a Son 
over His own house (Heb. 3:6). The implication is that Christ is greater and demands even 
greater obedience. 

The call that follows is not merely devotional—it is deeply prophetic. The quote from 
Psalm 95 warns of repeating the error of the Exodus generation: hearing God’s voice, 
witnessing His power, yet provoking Him through unbelief. 

“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief…” 
(Heb. 3:12) 

This is no light matter. The warning is laced with conditional statements, aimed at those 
who are part of a covenant people, yet risk falling short of God’s promise. 

 

II. Not a Warning to the Church Age Believer 

This passage often strikes fear into the heart of the sincere believer who, if wrongly taught, 
may wonder, “Could I harden my heart and lose my salvation?” 

But that confusion stems from a failure to rightly divide. 

A. The Epistles of Paul Teach Eternal Security 

Paul, writing by direct revelation of the mystery, teaches that: 

• The believer is sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13). 

• We are already seated in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6). 

• Our salvation is not of works, lest any man should boast (Eph. 2:8–9). 

• Nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom. 8:38–39). 

There is no mention of “falling short of rest” in any of Paul’s epistles to the Church. Why? 
Because in the Church Age, our rest is not future or conditional—it is present and 
positional. 



“We which have believed do enter into rest…” 
(Heb. 4:3a) 

This is the only phrase in Hebrews 3–4 that matches Church Age reality—but notice, even 
this is written in contrast to the warnings. The verse continues: 

“…as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest…” 

This split language indicates multiple applications: a present rest for those who believe, 
and a future rest that some may still miss. 

The conditional tone does not align with Church Age doctrine, where justification is instant 
and eternal at the moment of faith. But it fits perfectly with the dispensational framework 
of the Tribulation, where faith and obedience are required, and failure can mean spiritual 
and physical destruction. 

 

III. The Exodus Generation and the Tribulation Remnant 

The historical backdrop for these chapters is the wilderness wandering of Israel, following 
their deliverance from Egypt. 

“But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose 
carcases fell in the wilderness?” 
(Heb. 3:17) 

The writer uses this historical event as a template for a future generation—one that will 
again be delivered from bondage, journey through a wilderness, face great temptation, and 
stand on the edge of entering the promised inheritance. 

A. The Wilderness as a Prophetic Type 

The wilderness has always symbolized testing, separation, and preparation. It’s the place 
between bondage and blessing. For Israel, the wilderness was not just a punishment—it 
was a necessary purging ground for unbelief. 

Deuteronomy 8:2 explains the reason: 

“To humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart…” 

In the future, the remnant of Israel will once again go into the wilderness: 

• Revelation 12:6 – “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place 
prepared of God…” 



• Revelation 12:14 – “…to the woman were given two wings… that she might fly into 
the wilderness…” 

This remnant—persecuted by Antichrist, sustained by God—is spiritually parallel to the 
Exodus generation. They, too, will hear God’s voice. They will see His miracles. And they 
will be faced with the same question: “Will you believe and enter into rest, or fall short 
through unbelief?” 

B. The “Rest” as the Millennial Kingdom 

The “rest” promised in Hebrews is not simply inner peace or justification—it is prophetic 
and territorial. 

“For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.” 
(Heb. 4:8) 

Here, “Jesus” is referring to Joshua (same name in Greek), who brought Israel into Canaan. 
But even that wasn’t the final rest. Hebrews says there remains a future rest—a sabbath 
rest, a kingdom rest (Heb. 4:9). 

This is the Millennial Kingdom promised in the Old Testament: 

• Isaiah 11 – Peace, righteousness, and justice 

• Isaiah 2:4 – No more war; swords into plowshares 

• Micah 4:4 – Every man under his vine and fig tree 

This Kingdom rest is the inheritance of the faithful remnant. But it must be entered by 
faith, and preceded by trial and obedience. 

 

IV. The Voice of Warning: “Today, If Ye Will Hear…” 

The phrase “To day if ye will hear his voice” is repeated three times in Hebrews 3–4 (Heb. 
3:7, 3:15, 4:7). The repetition signals urgency, and carries prophetic meaning. 

A. God’s Voice in the Wilderness 

In the wilderness, God spoke through Moses, through signs, and through miracles. In the 
Tribulation, He will speak again—through: 

• The two witnesses (Revelation 11) 

• The 144,000 sealed Jews (Revelation 7, 14) 



• Angels flying through heaven (Revelation 14:6–7) 

The voice of God will thunder once more—but the response must be immediate. There will 
be no time to delay. Those who harden their hearts in that day will fall short—not of 
heavenly salvation, but of entering the Kingdom rest. 

B. Hardened Hearts: The Mark of Rebellion 

“Harden not your hearts…” 

This phrase is not just about doubt—it is about willful rejection. Pharaoh hardened his 
heart. Israel did the same at Kadesh-Barnea. In the Tribulation, many Jews will again resist 
the truth, accept the Antichrist, and miss the Kingdom. 

Zechariah 13 tells us only one-third will make it through: 

“And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them…” 
(Zech. 13:9) 

Hebrews 3–4 is written to that future generation—the third that survives. The rest, like 
their fathers in the wilderness, will die in unbelief. 

 

V. “Let Us Therefore Fear”: Conditional Salvation for the Remnant 

“Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you 
should seem to come short of it.” 
(Heb. 4:1) 

This is not how Paul talks to the Church. Paul says: 

• “Be careful for nothing…” (Phil. 4:6) 

• “God hath not given us the spirit of fear…” (2 Tim. 1:7) 

• “Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace…” (Heb. 4:16) 

The language of Hebrews 4:1 is fearful and conditional. The reader is warned that it’s 
possible to “come short” of the promise. 

This is not the language of grace—it’s the language of enduring through fire to reach the 
reward. 

A. The Gospel Preached “to Them” 



“For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them…” 
(Heb. 4:2) 

But which gospel? This is not Paul’s “my gospel” of grace (Rom. 2:16; Gal. 1:11–12). This is 
the Kingdom gospel preached by Jesus and His disciples: 

“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
(Matt. 10:7) 

It will return in the Tribulation (Matt. 24:14), and the response will determine who enters the 
rest. 

 

VI. A Future Sabbath: The Millennial Rest 

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” 
(Heb. 4:9) 

The Greek word for “rest” here is sabbatismos—a sabbath rest. This is not merely 
symbolic; it is prophetic. The sabbath rest refers to the seventh millennium, the 1,000-
year reign of Christ following six millennia of labor and sin. 

Revelation 20:6 declares: 

“Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection… they shall reign with him a 
thousand years.” 

This is the rest the remnant is promised—a literal kingdom on earth. And Hebrews warns 
them not to fall short of it. 

 

VII. Devotional and Doctrinal Clarity 

Though the doctrinal context of Hebrews 3–4 is clearly Tribulational and Jewish, the 
devotional message remains powerful for the Church: 

• Hear God’s voice while you can. 

• Don’t grow dull or hardened by sin. 

• Trust God even when you cannot see the path. 

We are already secure in Christ, but we must still walk in faith and remain sensitive to His 
leading. 



 

Conclusion: The Voice Still Calls from the Wilderness 

Hebrews 3 and 4 are not warnings to the sealed Church Age believer. They are prophetic 
messages to the final generation of Israelites—those who will be purged, tested, and 
refined during the Great Tribulation. 

They echo the failures of the Exodus generation and issue a final, urgent call: 

“To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts…” 

There is a rest coming. A literal sabbath. A millennial reign. 

But the path to that rest runs through the wilderness. 

And only those who believe, endure, and follow their Captain will enter it. 

In our next study, we’ll explore Hebrews 5–7 and the unveiling of Christ as the eternal High 
Priest—not after the order of Levi, but after Melchisedec, and what that means for the 
remnant in their time of need. 

 

6 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Our Great High Priest: Dispensational Role of Jesus’ 
Priestly Office (Hebrews 5–7) 

 

Introduction: The Priesthood Misapplied 

One of the most profound revelations in the book of Hebrews is that of Jesus Christ as our 
great High Priest, not after the Levitical order, but after the mysterious figure 
Melchizedek. While this glorious truth has been a source of comfort and worship to many 
believers, it has also been a source of doctrinal confusion when misapplied to the Church 
Age. 

Modern theology often merges the roles of Christ as Head of the Body (the Church) and 
Christ as High Priest, as though these functions are identical in every dispensation. But 
when rightly divided, Hebrews 5–7 reveals that Christ’s priestly office is dispensational—
serving a specific function for Israel, especially for the remnant in the Tribulation. 

In this essay, we’ll explore: 

1. Christ’s Melchizedek priesthood and its doctrinal purpose for Israel. 



2. The distinction between Christ’s role as Head of the Church vs. Priest for the 
remnant. 

3. How Levitical types reemerge in Daniel’s 70th Week, necessitating a functioning 
High Priest. 

Once again, we’ll find that the rich truths in Hebrews are not undermined when rightly 
divided—they are enhanced, bringing clarity, reverence, and doctrinal power to God's 
unfolding plan. 

 

I. The Melchizedek Revelation: Christ as Eternal Priest 

“Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” 
(Hebrews 5:6) 

This verse is quoted multiple times throughout Hebrews (5:6, 6:20, 7:17, 7:21), making it 
clear that Melchizedek’s priesthood is central to the book’s message. 

A. Who Was Melchizedek? 

Melchizedek first appears in Genesis 14, after Abraham defeats the kings and rescues Lot. 
Melchizedek is: 

• King of Salem (Jerusalem) 

• Priest of the Most High God 

• A man without genealogy, without beginning or end (Heb. 7:3) 

He blesses Abraham and receives tithes, demonstrating that his priesthood is superior to 
Levi’s, who was still “in the loins” of Abraham. 

Melchizedek serves as a type of Christ—not in His Church Age ministry, but in His kingly-
priestly role for Israel. Christ, like Melchizedek, is both King and Priest, and both are 
outside the Levitical line. 

B. Why Melchizedek Matters to the Jews 

To a Hebrew audience, the concept of a non-Levitical priest would be shocking. According 
to the Law, priests had to come from Aaron’s lineage. Yet Christ was born of the tribe of 
Judah, not Levi (Heb. 7:14). 

Thus, for Christ to serve as Priest, He must be part of a different, superior priesthood—
Melchizedek’s. 



This brings comfort to the Jewish mind: even though Jesus is not a Levitical priest, He is a 
divinely appointed, eternal priest—a priest of promise, not of Law. 

This is crucial during the Tribulation, when the Law reemerges, and Temple worship is 
restored. Israel will need a priest who fulfills prophecy and surpasses the Law—a suffering 
priest and reigning king, just like Melchizedek. 

 

II. Not for the Church: Priest vs. Head 

The confusion comes when this priesthood is directly applied to the Church, as if Christ’s 
priestly role is our primary relationship to Him today. But Scripture never calls Christ the 
“High Priest of the Church.” Instead: 

• He is the Head of the Body (Eph. 5:23) 

• He is the Bridegroom to the Bride (2 Cor. 11:2; Rev. 19:7) 

• He is our Advocate (1 John 2:1), not our ritual priest 

The High Priesthood in Hebrews fits Israel’s framework—sacrifices, sanctuaries, 
cleansing, garments, and mediating between sinful man and God. These concepts do not 
define the Church Age, where every believer is: 

• Already seated in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6) 

• Made a priest themselves (1 Peter 2:9; Rev. 1:6) 

• In direct union with Christ through the Holy Spirit 

A. The Church Has a Different Access 

Church Age believers have immediate access to the throne of grace (Heb. 4:16)—not 
because of a priestly ritual, but because of spiritual adoption and indwelling. Christ’s 
once-for-all sacrifice has already cleansed us (Heb. 10:10), and we are already accepted 
in the beloved (Eph. 1:6). 

There is no need for a priestly intermediary when the believer is already spiritually joined to 
Christ. Our forgiveness is settled. Our sanctification is positional. Our salvation is sealed. 

But for Israel, especially in the Tribulation, the priesthood comes roaring back—not as a 
shadow, but as a dispensational necessity. 

 

III. The Tribulation Context: Why Israel Needs a High Priest 



To understand why the High Priesthood of Christ matters in the last days, we must 
consider the prophetic timeline. Hebrews was written at a time when: 

• The Temple still stood 

• Sacrifices were still offered 

• The remnant was being formed 

• The gospel of the Kingdom had only recently transitioned into Paul’s gospel of grace 

Hebrews serves as a bridge between Law and Grace, and prophetically, between the 
Church Age and the Tribulation. 

A. Daniel’s 70th Week: Law Returns 

Daniel 9:27 tells us that in the final week (seven years), a covenant will be confirmed, and 
in the middle of that week, the sacrifice and oblation will cease. This implies that: 

• Sacrifices will be reinstituted (temple rebuilt) 

• The Law will be observed again 

• Jewish worship practices will return 

But the sacrifices are not sufficient. They are shadows. The remnant will need a real 
priest, not to offer animal blood, but to intercede and mediate in heaven. 

Hebrews 7:25 makes perfect sense in this context: 

“Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 

This is not about eternal security in the Church Age. It is about intercessory priesthood 
during a time of testing, where endurance and obedience are required (Rev. 14:12). 

B. Revelation and the Temple Worship 

Revelation 11:1–2 tells us: 

“Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein…” 

This prophetic vision confirms: 

• A physical temple exists in the Tribulation 

• Worship is resumed 

• A remnant is involved in ritual observance 



In this context, Hebrews 5–7 is not a Church Age theology lesson—it is a manual for the 
remnant on who their true High Priest is, even while sacrifices are being manipulated by 
the Antichrist. 

Christ stands above it all, interceding for His people. 

 

IV. The Perfection of the Priesthood 

Hebrews 7 explains that the Levitical priesthood was imperfect and could not bring 
completion. 

“For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did…” 
(Heb. 7:19) 

This is what makes Melchizedek’s order so superior: 

• It is eternal (7:3) 

• It is based on promise, not genealogy (7:21) 

• It is not transferable (7:24) 

• It is in heaven, not on earth (8:1) 

To the Tribulation remnant—watching priests serve in a newly built temple while the 
Antichrist rises—this truth will be critical. Christ is not on earth. He is not part of the 
Levitical revival. He is their true High Priest in the heavens, interceding and awaiting the 
moment when He will return. 

 

V. The Priest Who Saves in the Fire 

“For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, and made higher than the heavens…” 
(Heb. 7:26) 

This High Priest is not one who offers daily sacrifices, but One who: 

• Offered Himself once for all (7:27) 

• Is seated at the right hand of God (8:1) 

• Will come again as King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:16) 

In the Tribulation: 



• The faithful remnant will suffer persecution. 

• The Antichrist will defile the temple. 

• False priests will promote idolatry (2 Thess. 2:4). 

• Sacrifices will be perverted. 

But the remnant will have a heavenly High Priest, already victorious, already interceding, 
and soon to return and cleanse the sanctuary (Mal. 3:1–3; Zech. 14:20–21). 

Hebrews 7:25–28 becomes the anchor of hope for those navigating the last days. 

 

VI. Devotional Application: Worship, Intercession, and the Majesty of Christ 

Though the doctrinal context is Tribulational and Jewish, there are devotional takeaways for 
the Church Age believer: 

A. Christ is Our Advocate 

While He is not our “High Priest” in the Levitical sense, Christ is still our Advocate (1 John 
2:1), and our Intercessor (Rom. 8:34). He prays for us, pleads for us, and represents us 
before the Father. 

B. Worship Should Be Priest-Aware 

Understanding Christ’s role in fulfilling all priesthood helps us avoid the ritualism and vain 
traditions that plague much of modern Christianity. No earthly priest can mediate 
salvation. Christ alone is our eternal intercessor. 

C. We Are Made Priests Too 

The believer today is part of a royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9), offering spiritual sacrifices 
(Heb. 13:15), not animal offerings or dead works. 

 

VII. Conclusion: A Priest for the Fire and a King for the Throne 

Hebrews 5–7 does not confuse Christ’s role—it clarifies it when rightly divided. He is not 
simply a priest for all time indiscriminately; He is a priest for a dispensational purpose: 

• For Israel 

• In the last days 



• As a heavenly Melchizedek 

• Interceding during their greatest hour of need 

To the Church, He is Head, Bridegroom, Shepherd, and Intercessor—but not a priest in 
the Levitical mold. 

To the remnant, He is the only way to access the Father, as they endure the purging fires 
of Daniel’s 70th week and await their coming King and Priest. 

In the next essay, we’ll explore Hebrews 8 and the concept of the Better Covenant—a 
point of confusion for many, but one that unlocks the door to understanding the difference 
between the covenant with Israel and the mystery revealed to Paul for the Church. 

 

 

7 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – The Better Covenant: Distinctions Between the Old, 
the Church, and the Tribulation (Hebrews 8) 

 

Introduction: Dispensational Clarity or Doctrinal Confusion 

Hebrews 8 is the chapter that many theologians rush to in order to blend the Church with 
Israel, citing the promise of a “new covenant” and assuming it directly applies to born-
again believers in the Church Age. This failure to rightly divide has led to everything from 
replacement theology to the undermining of eternal security, to bizarre interpretations of 
prophecy. 

Yet when carefully studied within its context—and through the lens of rightly dividing the 
Word—Hebrews 8 provides one of the most clear-cut dispensational distinctions in all 
the Bible. 

This essay will examine three key areas: 

1. Clarifying confusion around the “new covenant” and who it’s truly for. 

2. Drawing the line between God’s covenant with Israel and the mystery of the Body of 
Christ. 

3. Showing how the Tribulation remnant returns to covenant terms in fulfillment of 
prophecy. 



By the end, it will be clear that Hebrews 8 is not about the grace-based salvation of the 
Church, but about the restoration of Israel under a renewed covenant—one that will 
come into full force during the Tribulation and Millennium. 

 

I. The Covenant Context of Hebrews 8 

“For if that first covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been sought for the 
second.” 
(Hebrews 8:7) 

Hebrews 8 opens with a contrast—between the first covenant, given through Moses, and a 
second, or new, covenant, promised by God through the prophets. 

The first covenant (the Mosaic Law) was given to Israel, not to the Church. It was 
conditional: “If ye will obey my voice… then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me” 
(Exodus 19:5). It depended on Israel’s national obedience and was ratified with animal 
blood. 

But that covenant was broken. Israel repeatedly transgressed the Law, rejected the 
prophets, and ultimately crucified their Messiah. As a result, they were scattered among 
the nations and remain partially blinded to this day (Romans 11:25). 

A. The New Covenant Defined 

Hebrews 8 quotes directly from Jeremiah 31:31–34: 

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah…” 
(Hebrews 8:8) 

Who is the covenant with? 

• Not with the Church. 

• Not with Gentiles. 

• But with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

This is the first key distinction. The new covenant is a Jewish national promise, designed 
to replace the old Mosaic covenant. It is not synonymous with the gospel of grace revealed 
to the Apostle Paul. 

 



II. The “New Covenant” Confusion: Why the Church is Not in View 

Many sincere Christians read Hebrews 8 and assume it refers to their own salvation 
experience: “God wrote His law in my heart!” But that application—though devotionally 
sweet—is doctrinally flawed if it replaces or merges Israel’s covenants with the Church’s 
position in Christ. 

A. The Mystery vs. The Covenant 

Paul was explicit about the mystery revealed to him: 

“If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 
How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery…” 
(Ephesians 3:2–3) 

The Body of Christ was not known in the Old Testament. It was a hidden truth revealed only 
through Paul. The covenants—Old or New—were never made with the Church, because 
the Church didn’t exist in the Old Testament. It was a mystery, not a covenantal 
continuation. 

The Church is not the subject of Jeremiah 31. That prophecy is addressed to a nation, not a 
Body made up of all nations. It speaks of: 

• Physical return to the land (Jer. 31:8–10) 

• National forgiveness (Jer. 31:34) 

• Law written in hearts (Jer. 31:33) 

• A restored Israel that can never again be plucked up (Jer. 31:40) 

This is not the Church. This is the future of redeemed Israel. 

B. Why Paul Never Calls Us “Covenant People” 

Paul never uses “new covenant” language when describing the Church’s identity. He calls 
believers: 

• A new creature (2 Cor. 5:17) 

• The Body of Christ (Rom. 12:5) 

• Children of the promise (Gal. 4:28)—but not children of the covenant 

He does say we are ministers of the new testament (2 Cor. 3:6), but contextually that 
refers to the superior nature of Christ’s blood over the law—not the implementation of 
Jeremiah’s prophecy. 



Covenants are Israel’s domain. The Church operates under grace, not under a revised 
contract. 

 

III. A Better Covenant for a Better Priesthood 

Hebrews 8 continues: 

“But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry… by how much also he is the mediator 
of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises.” 
(Heb. 8:6) 

This better covenant is not grace vs. law—but Melchizedek vs. Levi. 

The entire point of Hebrews 5–8 is that Christ’s priesthood is superior to the Levitical one, 
and thus, the covenant He mediates is also superior. 

But the intended beneficiaries of this better covenant are still Israel, not the Church. The 
Church doesn’t need covenantal terms. We are united with Christ spiritually and eternally 
through the indwelling Holy Ghost—not a written contract. 

 

IV. The Tribulation: Returning to Covenant Conditions 

While the Church enjoys a present standing in heavenly places, Israel must still go 
through the fire to receive their promised covenant. 

Hebrews 8 is prophetic in nature. The full implementation of the “new covenant” is yet 
future—and it unfolds during and after the Tribulation, when Israel is restored. 

A. Revelation 12:17 – Commandment Keepers 

“And the dragon was wroth with the woman… which keep the commandments of God, and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

These are not Church Age believers saved by grace through faith alone. These are 
Tribulation saints, Jewish in identity, who: 

• Keep the commandments (covenant behavior) 

• Have the testimony of Jesus (faith in the Messiah) 

They are operating under covenant obedience, not Church liberty. 

B. Revelation 14:12 – Faith and Works 



“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus.” 

This is the exact formula we see in Hebrews 8’s new covenant promise: laws written in 
hearts, obedience to God’s ways, forgiveness for sins, and communal knowledge of God. 

The Tribulation remnant will walk in new covenant terms, not because they are the 
Church, but because they are Israel, purified and prepared to enter the Kingdom. 

 

V. The New Covenant Fulfilled in the Millennium 

Jeremiah’s prophecy, quoted in Hebrews 8, ends with a promise that God will: 

“Forgive their iniquity, and… remember their sin no more.” 
(Heb. 8:12) 

This is not merely a personal spiritual experience—it is national forgiveness. It happens 
after the Tribulation, when Christ returns, and Israel sees Him whom they pierced (Zech. 
12:10). 

Romans 11 confirms this timing: 

“There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins.” 
(Rom. 11:26–27) 

This is the same covenant of Hebrews 8. And it will be fully fulfilled when: 

• Christ returns to earth 

• The remnant receives Him 

• The Kingdom is established 

• The Law is written on their hearts 

• Every man knows the Lord 

This is not heaven. This is the millennial reign of Christ on earth, where Israel rules with 
Messiah and blesses the nations. 

 

VI. The Church’s Relationship to the New Covenant: Byproduct, Not Recipient 



While the Church benefits from the blood of Christ, which sealed the new covenant (Luke 
22:20), we are not its direct recipients. 

“This cup is the new testament in my blood…” 
(Luke 22:20) 

This statement does not redefine the Church as Israel. It reveals that Christ’s blood is the 
basis for all redemptive work—whether for the Church today or Israel tomorrow. 

The Church receives: 

• Eternal life 

• Forgiveness 

• The Spirit 

• Adoption 

—but we receive these by grace through faith, not as covenant rewards. 

The covenant applies to Israel, and it is implemented in a time of national repentance 
and restoration, not during the present Church Age. 

 

VII. Devotional Application Without Doctrinal Confusion 

Though Hebrews 8 is not directly to the Church, it is still for our learning (Rom. 15:4). 
Devotionally, we are reminded that: 

• God is a covenant-keeping God 

• Christ’s priesthood is eternal 

• God has a future for Israel 

• The written Law will one day be internalized in a redeemed people 

This motivates us to trust God’s plan and avoid pride. As Paul warned in Romans 11: 

“Boast not against the branches… thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.” 

 

VIII. Conclusion: The Better Covenant for the Right People at the Right Time 

Hebrews 8 is not a doctrinal statement about the Church. It is a prophetic declaration to 
Israel: 



• A new covenant is coming. 

• It will replace the broken Mosaic one. 

• It is mediated by Christ, the superior High Priest. 

• It will be fully realized after the Tribulation. 

For the Church: 

• We rejoice in grace, not contracts. 

• We are members of a Body, not citizens of a nation. 

• Our blessings are spiritual, not land-based or legal. 

But for Israel: 

• Their blessings are tied to obedience and land inheritance. 

• Their history is one of broken covenants. 

• Their future is one of covenant fulfillment—under their Messiah. 

Let Hebrews 8 speak where it speaks, and to whom it speaks. Only then will it shine with 
the full brightness of divine truth. 

In the next essay, we’ll explore Hebrews 9 and the tabernacle types—shadows of heavenly 
realities—and how they prepare the remnant for the return of their King. 

 

 

8 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – The Tabernacle Pattern: Shadows of Heavenly 
Truths (Hebrews 9) 

 

Introduction: Shadows That Point to Substance 

Hebrews 9 pulls back the veil—literally and figuratively—on the sacred structure that 
dominated Jewish life for centuries: the tabernacle. To the Hebrew mind, this was more 
than a tent in the wilderness. It was the dwelling place of God, the heart of the covenant, 
and the visible center of national identity. But in the New Testament, the Holy Spirit reveals 
that this physical sanctuary was not the ultimate reality—it was a shadow, a pattern, a 
type of heavenly truth. 



When rightly divided, Hebrews 9 becomes more than a lesson in ancient furniture or 
ritual—it reveals the spiritual blueprint of redemption, separation, and access to God. It 
also shows us how these ancient truths reemerge prophetically in the Tribulation and 
Millennial Kingdom as God resumes His dealings with Israel. 

This essay will examine three critical layers: 

1. The earthly tabernacle and the heavenly realities it was designed to mirror. 

2. The role of priestly imagery and how it was tailored for the Jewish mind. 

3. How the prophetic reappearance of temple and priesthood during the Millennium 
and Revelation connects to these patterns. 

Let us step into the tabernacle—not merely the earthly one, but the heavenly one it was 
meant to represent—and see how it speaks to God’s plan from beginning to end. 

 

I. The Earthly Tabernacle: A Pattern Revealed 

“Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly 
sanctuary.” 
(Hebrews 9:1) 

The chapter begins by taking the reader into the physical structure of the tabernacle, 
dividing it into its two sections: 

1. The Holy Place – where the candlestick, table of shewbread, and incense altar 
stood. 

2. The Most Holy Place (Holy of Holies) – where the Ark of the Covenant resided, 
behind the veil. 

These were not symbolic to the Jewish nation—they were tangible realities, structured by 
divine command and handled with fearful reverence. But Hebrews 9 informs us that these 
were never meant to be final. 

“Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things...” 
(Heb. 8:5) 
“It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified 
with these...” 
(Heb. 9:23) 



In other words, the earthly tabernacle was a mirror, not the reality. Every curtain, vessel, 
and ceremony was a visible metaphor of a heavenly truth. 

 

II. The Heavenly Reality: Christ in the True Tabernacle 

The priestly ministry under the Law was limited. Only the high priest could enter the Most 
Holy Place—and only once a year, with blood (Heb. 9:7). Even then, it only covered sins, 
never truly removed them. 

“But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come… by a greater and more 
perfect tabernacle, not made with hands…” 
(Heb. 9:11) 

This is the pivotal revelation: Christ does not operate in the earthly shadow, but in the 
heavenly original. His ministry is not on earth but in heaven, and He did not enter with the 
blood of animals but with His own blood. 

“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands… but into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God for us.” 
(Heb. 9:24) 

This fulfills what the tabernacle pointed toward for centuries: direct access to God 
through a sinless High Priest, based on a perfect sacrifice. 

This is where the Church Age doctrine diverges completely from the Law. We do not require 
temples, priests, or sacrifices—because we are already positionally seated in Christ 
(Eph. 2:6), who is already in the heavenly sanctuary. 

 

III. Priestly Imagery for the Jewish Mind 

Hebrews is saturated with Jewish imagery: priests, blood, altars, sprinkling, purification. 
To the Gentile Church, this is alien. But to the Jewish remnant—especially in the first 
century and in the Tribulation—this language is essential. 

A. Why Priestly Language Matters to Hebrews 

The Jewish nation understood their relationship to God through sacred space and sacred 
order. God dwelled in the tabernacle, later the temple. He communicated through 
priests, and sins were atoned for through sacrifice. All of this was centered in the Levitical 
system. 



Hebrews 9 speaks their language: 

• The importance of blood (v.22) 

• The role of cleansing (v.13) 

• The function of mediation (v.15) 

• The necessity of death for the covenant to be enacted (v.16) 

This prepares the Jewish heart to understand that Jesus is the fulfillment, not the 
abolisher, of these things. He is not against the Law—He is the culmination of it (Matt. 
5:17). 

B. Tribulation Relevance 

During the Tribulation, Israel will return to: 

• A rebuilt temple (Rev. 11:1–2) 

• Sacrifices resumed (Dan. 9:27) 

• Priestly functions restored (though corrupted by Antichrist) 

The remnant will need to distinguish between the shadow system manipulated by Satan 
and the heavenly priesthood of Christ. Hebrews 9 will be their compass, warning them 
that animal blood cannot save, and that Christ is ministering from heaven, not earth. 

 

IV. Blood and Access: A Doctrine of Distance Overcome 

“Without shedding of blood is no remission.” 
(Heb. 9:22) 

This timeless truth ties together the old and new: the Law, though insufficient to remove 
sin, was not false. It taught that sin is serious, and death is required. 

But animal sacrifices only covered sin (Heb. 10:4). Christ’s blood removes it permanently 
(Heb. 9:12). 

This distinction will matter during the Tribulation. The Antichrist will deceive the world with 
religious signs and temple rituals. He will sit in the temple of God (2 Thess. 2:4), and the 
false prophet will enforce idolatrous worship. 

But Hebrews 9 reminds the remnant: 

• No earthly priest can save 



• No animal sacrifice atones 

• The blood that counts is in heaven 

This sets the stage for Revelation 12–14, where the remnant overcomes Satan by the 
blood of the Lamb (Rev. 12:11), not by temple rituals. 

 

V. Shadows That Return in the Millennium 

While the Church Age has no physical temple or priesthood, these elements will return in 
the Millennium, though in a redeemed and commemorative form. 

A. Ezekiel’s Temple (Chapters 40–48) 

• A massive temple described in minute detail 

• Levitical priests return (Ezek. 44:15) 

• Sacrifices are resumed—not to atone for sin, but to memorialize Christ’s finished 
work 

This will fulfill the longing of the Jewish people for a holy structure, and it will serve as a 
visible type of Christ’s heavenly ministry, now brought to earth in fullness. 

B. Feast of Tabernacles for All Nations 

“And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations… shall even go up… 
to keep the feast of tabernacles.” 
(Zech. 14:16) 

All nations will engage in worship through the Jewish calendar, and Christ will reign as 
High Priest and King, just as Melchizedek typified (Heb. 7). 

This will be the manifestation of the shadows Hebrews 9 described—the temple, the 
sacrifices, the separation between Holy and Most Holy. But this time, Christ is present in 
Jerusalem, not hidden behind a veil. 

 

VI. Doctrinal Application: Church vs. Israel in Hebrews 9 

Let’s clarify where we stand: 



Doctrine Church Age Israel (Tribulation/Millennium) 

Sanctuary 
Spiritual body, heavenly access (1 
Cor. 3:16) 

Earthly temple restored (Rev. 11, Ezek. 
40–48) 

Priest Christ is our Head, not priest Christ is High Priest (Heb. 9) 

Sacrifice Once for all (Heb. 10:10) Memorial offerings resume (Ezek. 45:17) 

Law Not under law (Rom. 6:14) Law written on hearts (Jer. 31:33) 

Worship Spirit and truth (John 4:23) 
Physical worship reinstated (Zech. 
14:16–21) 

Understanding Hebrews 9 is essential to navigating these distinctions without confusion. It 
is not a manual for Gentile Christianity, but a roadmap for the Jewish remnant, showing 
them how to transition from the shadow to the substance—from the blood of bulls to the 
blood of Christ. 

 

VII. Devotional Riches Without Doctrinal Misuse 

Even though Hebrews 9 is doctrinally centered on Israel’s priestly understanding, it holds 
devotional power for believers in the Church: 

• God dwells with His people—no longer in tents, but in our hearts 

• Blood is still the way to forgiveness—Christ’s blood, not works 

• Access has been granted—we boldly enter the true holy place through Christ 

• Jesus is better—than any shadow, system, or ritual 

We should rejoice in the finished work of Christ, not fall into shadows of priesthood, 
sacraments, or earthly mediators. The veil has been torn. The tabernacle was a pointer. The 
true is now revealed in Christ. 

 

Conclusion: The Tabernacle That Spoke from Heaven 

Hebrews 9 is a grand revelation of God’s consistent pattern. He always intended the 
tabernacle to be a mirror—not the end, but a pointer to something greater. 

• In the Old Testament, it pointed forward to Christ. 



• In the Church Age, it reminds us of His finished work in heaven. 

• In the Tribulation, it warns the remnant not to trust the counterfeit system. 

• In the Millennium, it will serve as a visible memorial of the Lamb who was slain. 

When rightly divided, Hebrews 9 becomes a breathtaking bridge between Law and Grace, 
between shadow and substance, between the heavenly tabernacle above and the earthly 
temple yet to come. 

In our next study, we’ll enter Hebrews 10 and confront one of the most misused verses in 
Scripture—“If we sin willfully…”—and explore how, when rightly understood, it reveals not a 
threat to the Church, but a warning to those who reject Christ during the Tribulation. 

 

 

9 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Without Shedding of Blood: The Necessity of 
Christ’s Blood in Every Dispensation (Hebrews 9–10) 

 

Introduction: The Crimson Thread That Ties It All Together 

From the coats of skins provided for Adam and Eve, to Abel’s acceptable offering, to the 
blood-stained mercy seat in the tabernacle, Scripture weaves a crimson thread of truth 
across every dispensation: without the shedding of blood, there is no remission (Heb. 9:22). 

Yet few doctrines are more misapplied and misunderstood than the role of Christ’s blood, 
especially when interpreted outside of dispensational truth. Catholicism diminishes its 
sufficiency through perpetual offerings of the Mass. The Church of Christ and other legalist 
systems twist its application into a framework of works-based security. And many fail to 
understand how blood plays a role even in future ages, such as the Tribulation and the 
Millennium. 

Hebrews 9 and 10 offer a divine commentary on the absolute necessity and eternal 
sufficiency of Christ’s shed blood. But without rightly dividing these chapters, one is left 
open to doctrinal confusion and ecclesiastical error. 

This essay will unpack: 

1. How Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice is misunderstood and misused, especially by 
Roman Catholics and the Church of Christ. 



2. Why works during the Tribulation do not replace the blood, but act as a 
testimony of endurance through faith. 

3. Why sin offerings return during the Millennium, and how they function not as 
atonement, but as commemorations of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice. 

 

I. “Without Shedding of Blood…”: God’s Unchanging Requirement 

“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 
remission.” 
(Hebrews 9:22) 

This divine law is foundational. From Genesis to Revelation, sin requires blood. Forgiveness 
is not possible without death. Even under the Law, daily sacrifices reminded the people 
that their access to God was paved in blood. 

Yet Hebrews 10:4 reminds us: 

“For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” 

The Old Covenant covered sin—temporarily. But it could never remove guilt permanently. 
Every drop of animal blood spilled pointed forward to the Lamb of God (John 1:29), who 
would take sin away entirely. 

 

II. Christ’s Once-for-All Sacrifice: Sufficiency vs. Sacramentalism 

“But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand 
of God…” 
(Hebrews 10:12) 

This verse stands in stark contrast to both ancient Jewish ritual and modern-day 
sacramentalism. Jesus offered one sacrifice, for all sin, for all time. 

A. Roman Catholicism’s Ongoing Sacrifice 

Despite this clear teaching, the Roman Catholic Church presents Christ’s sacrifice as 
ongoing, re-presented in the Mass. According to Catholic doctrine, the Eucharist is: 

“A true sacrifice… which is offered to God in the Holy Mass as a propitiation for the living 
and the dead.” (Council of Trent) 

This concept blatantly contradicts Hebrews: 



• Christ offered Himself once (Heb. 9:28) 

• He entered once into the holy place (Heb. 9:12) 

• There is no more offering for sin (Heb. 10:18) 

The Mass denies the finality and sufficiency of Christ’s work. By implying a repeated 
sacrifice, it undermines the very blood that Hebrews exalts. This is not a small error—it is a 
damnable heresy that confuses millions. 

B. Church of Christ Legalism 

The Church of Christ teaches that salvation is by baptism plus faith, and that one can 
lose salvation through disobedience. This view reduces the blood of Christ to a temporary 
covering rather than an eternal cleansing. 

But Hebrews 10:14 states: 

“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

To be “perfected forever” cannot mean “perfect until you slip up.” The blood of Jesus either 
secures eternal redemption (Heb. 9:12) or it does not. To insist that one must “keep 
themselves saved” through continual performance or sinlessness is to place works above 
the blood. 

This is the tragic irony of legalism: in striving to honor God through obedience, it rejects the 
very means by which He made access possible. 

 

III. The Blood in the Tribulation: Endurance and Testimony 

The Church Age is defined by grace through faith in Christ’s finished work, apart from 
works (Eph. 2:8–9). But during the Tribulation, the scene changes dramatically. 

While salvation still comes through the blood of the Lamb, the condition for appropriating 
that blood is different: 

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death.” 
(Revelation 12:11) 

This verse shows three components to overcoming: 

1. The blood of the Lamb (redemption) 

2. The word of their testimony (faithful witness) 



3. Martyrdom or endurance (faith and works) 

A. Tribulation Saints and Faith-Plus-Works 

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus.” 
(Revelation 14:12) 

This is not the gospel of grace given to Paul. This is a covenant-based expectation, similar 
to the Law. In this dispensation: 

• The Holy Spirit’s indwelling is not promised 

• The mark of the beast must be resisted 

• Endurance is mandatory (Matt. 24:13) 

But even in this environment, the blood is still central. No amount of obedience, 
martyrdom, or commandment keeping can save without the blood. 

The works serve as a testimony, a proof of allegiance, but not as a replacement for the 
cross. This is why Tribulation saints are seen in white robes, having washed them in the 
blood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14). 

 

IV. The Millennium: Blood Returns to the Altar 

Perhaps the most controversial truth among dispensationalists is that animal sacrifices 
return in the Millennium. 

“And thou shalt give to the priests… a young bullock for a sin offering.” 
(Ezekiel 43:19) 

Wait—sin offerings? After the cross? After Christ’s final atonement? 

Yes. And here's why. 

A. Not for Redemption, But Remembrance 

The offerings of the Millennial Temple will function like the Lord’s Supper—as a memorial, 
not a means of salvation. 

Just as the Lord’s Supper “shows forth the Lord’s death till he come” (1 Cor. 11:26), the 
animal sacrifices will look back on Calvary and honor the price that was paid. 

They are not efficacious, but illustrative. 



B. Reinstituting the Shadows as Memorials 

The Law was filled with types and shadows of Christ: 

• The lamb without blemish (Ex. 12:5) 

• The Day of Atonement (Lev. 16) 

• The red heifer (Num. 19) 

Hebrews 10:1 says: 

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come...” 

In the Millennium, these shadows return—but with substance now revealed. Christ sits on 
the throne. The world sees Him. The nations learn His ways. And the temple worship 
reaffirms His eternal priesthood and once-for-all offering. 

Far from denying the cross, these sacrifices exalt it—just as Passover looked forward, now 
these look back. 

 

V. Distinguishing the Three Blood Applications 

To help solidify the role of Christ’s blood across time, consider this chart: 

Dispensation Means of Access Role of Blood 
Works 
Required? 

Church Age Faith in Christ alone 
One-time application; immediate 
and eternal 

No (Eph. 2:8–9) 

Tribulation 
Faith in Jesus + 
endurance 

Must not deny the blood; applied 
in suffering 

Yes (Rev. 14:12) 

Millennium 
Faith in reigning 
Christ 

Blood remembered via animal 
offerings 

Yes (Zech. 
14:16–21) 

In every age, Christ’s blood remains central. But how that blood is accessed and applied 
varies by the administration of God. 

 

VI. Hebrews 10: Willful Sin and Misunderstood Judgment 

One of the most misunderstood verses in Hebrews—and perhaps in the entire Bible—is: 



“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins…” 
(Hebrews 10:26) 

This verse has been weaponized against believers, leading many to fear they’ve lost 
salvation due to some grave sin. 

But context is key. 

A. Not Church Age Apostasy 

The Church Age believer is sealed by the Spirit (Eph. 1:13) and is already seated in heavenly 
places (Eph. 2:6). Sinning “willfully” does not remove salvation, though it can bring 
chastening, loss of rewards, or even death (1 Cor. 11:30). 

Hebrews 10:26 is not written to the Body of Christ. It is written to Hebrews—to Jews who 
reject Christ after being exposed to the truth. 

B. Tribulation Application 

In the Tribulation, there are no second chances after rejecting Christ and taking the mark: 

“If any man worship the beast… the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God…” 
(Revelation 14:9–10) 

Hebrews 10:26 aligns perfectly with this. The one who sins willfully—who knowingly rejects 
the blood of Christ for Antichrist—has no more sacrifice available. 

This is not about a believer backsliding. This is about a remnant being warned: You are 
back under covenant conditions. If you reject the Lamb in favor of the beast, there is no 
redemption left. 

 

VII. Devotional Power: Cleansed, Bold, and Secure 

Despite the heavy dispensational distinctions, Hebrews 9–10 still offers immense 
devotional encouragement for the believer today: 

• We are perfected forever (Heb. 10:14) 

• We can enter boldly into the holiest (Heb. 10:19) 

• We draw near with a true heart (Heb. 10:22) 

• Our conscience is purged (Heb. 9:14) 



While others strive, fear, and sacrifice, we rest in the finished work of Jesus Christ. 

“Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.” 
(Heb. 10:18) 

No Mass. No sacrifices. No altar calls of desperation. 

Just the blood—and that is enough. 

 

Conclusion: The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power 

Hebrews 9–10 reveals that Christ’s blood is not merely a historical fact—it is an eternal 
foundation, a dispensational cornerstone, and the heavenly currency by which all 
forgiveness is purchased. 

• The Church rests in its finished power. 

• The Tribulation remnant overcomes by its application. 

• The Millennial saints memorialize it in awe and gratitude. 

In every dispensation, God honors the blood, and every human soul must either trust in it, 
reject it, or remember it. 

There is no remission without it—past, present, or future. 

In the next essay, we will tackle Hebrews 10:26–39 directly and show how the so-called 
“willful sin” is not a Church Age death sentence, but a Tribulation warning to the final 
generation of Hebrews. 
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Introduction: The Most Abused Verse in the Bible 

Few verses in the New Testament have caused more confusion, fear, and theological 
distortion than Hebrews 10:26: 

“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins.” 



This verse has been used for centuries by legalists to deny eternal security, by Catholics to 
prop up the sacramental system, and by others to drive terrified believers into 
performance-driven bondage. But when rightly divided, this verse is not a threat to the 
eternally secure Church Age believer. Rather, it is a severe prophetic warning to a specific 
group of Hebrews in the Tribulation period, who, having heard the truth, choose 
Antichrist over Christ and reject the blood that was shed for them. 

This essay will examine: 

1. Why Hebrews 10:26 is not about a believer losing salvation in the Age of Grace. 

2. How it aligns perfectly with the faith-plus-works system required during the 
Tribulation. 

3. How the KJV wording clearly preserves the prophetic urgency and reveals the 
deadly danger of rejecting the testimony of Jesus during the time of Jacob’s 
trouble. 

 

I. The Verse in Question: Hebrews 10:26–27 

Let’s begin with the full context: 

“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries.” 
(Hebrews 10:26–27) 

This sounds terrifying. It seems to teach that one sin—if done “willfully”—can void your 
forgiveness and leave you under God’s wrath. But is that what it actually says? 

A. Context Is King 

This passage does not occur in Paul’s epistles to the Church (like Romans or Ephesians), 
where salvation by grace through faith is repeatedly and explicitly secured apart from 
works. Rather, it appears in Hebrews—a book written to the nation of Israel, with heavy 
Levitical, covenantal, and prophetic overtones. 

• Hebrews 1–2: Christ superior to angels. 

• Hebrews 3–4: Israel’s wilderness unbelief as a warning. 

• Hebrews 5–7: Christ as High Priest after Melchisedec. 



• Hebrews 8–9: Old and New Covenants—Israel’s future. 

• Hebrews 10: Transitioning from the earthly to heavenly sacrifice, and warning of 
willful rebellion. 

Hebrews is not about the Body of Christ. It’s a book preparing the Hebrew remnant for 
the Tribulation. If you try to apply these warnings directly to the Church Age, you’ll twist 
the gospel and put people under fear. 

 

II. Not About Losing Salvation Today 

The moment someone uses Hebrews 10:26 to argue a believer can “lose salvation,” they’ve 
contradicted dozens of plain verses from Paul: 

• “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” (Rom. 
8:1) 

• “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?” (Rom. 8:33) 

• “Sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” (Eph. 1:13) 

• “Perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” (Heb. 10:14) 

A believer who has trusted Christ is permanently justified, even if they fall, stumble, or 
sin. Grace does not give a license to sin—it provides security in spite of it. But Hebrews 
10:26 seems to imply the opposite—so what gives? 

A. Understanding “Sin Willfully” 

The verse does not say, “If we sin.” It says, “If we sin willfully after receiving the knowledge 
of the truth…” 

This isn’t talking about daily struggles, weaknesses, or even serious backsliding. It’s 
describing a conscious, hardened rejection of revealed truth. 

To whom is this warning directed? 

• Not to a born-again member of Christ’s Body. 

• But to a Jew in the Tribulation, who has heard the gospel and must choose. 

This person has received “the knowledge of the truth”—not necessarily saving faith, but 
exposure to the truth. They know who Christ is. They know the consequences. And they 
choose to side with Antichrist anyway. 



In that scenario—during the time of Jacob’s trouble—there remaineth no more sacrifice 
for sins. 

 

III. The Tribulation Context: Faith, Works, and Endurance 

“He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” 
(Matthew 24:13) 

During the Church Age, salvation is by grace through faith, not of works (Eph. 2:8–9). But 
in the Tribulation, the saints are described as: 

“They that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
(Revelation 14:12) 

This is a faith-plus-works dispensation. The Holy Spirit no longer seals believers 
permanently (2 Thess. 2:7). Instead, people must endure persecution, refuse the mark, 
and remain faithful to Christ. 

The danger in Hebrews 10:26 is that some Jews will sin willfully by: 

• Rejecting the testimony of Jesus, 

• Taking the mark of the beast, 

• And embracing the false covenant of Antichrist. 

In such a case, there is no more hope. The time for mercy has passed. 

 

IV. Fiery Indignation and the Antichrist’s System 

“A certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation…” 
(Heb. 10:27) 

Compare that with Revelation: 

• Revelation 14:9–11 – Those who take the mark drink the wrath of God, “fire and 
brimstone.” 

• Revelation 19:20 – The beast and false prophet cast alive into the “lake of fire 
burning with brimstone.” 

• Revelation 20:10 – Satan joins them in torment “for ever and ever.” 

Hebrews 10:27 is a perfect match. 



This is not hellfire for weak Christians. This is prophetic Tribulation wrath for those who 
reject the Lamb and align with the Beast. 

 

V. The KJV’s Role in Preserving the Doctrine 

Modern versions often change wording in Hebrews 10:26–29, weakening or misplacing the 
threat. The KJV rightly preserves key terms that connect this passage with the rest of 
biblical prophecy. 

“Hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant… an 
unholy thing…” 
(Heb. 10:29) 

This isn’t someone who doubted or struggled. This is someone who despised the blood, 
aligned with Antichrist, and spiritually trampled Christ under foot. 

This wording aligns precisely with Daniel’s prophecy of the “abomination of desolation,” 
where Antichrist exalts himself above all gods (Dan. 11:36–37), including Christ. 

The phrase “blood of the covenant” ties directly to Revelation 12:11, where saints 
overcome by the blood of the Lamb. This reinforces that the sin willfully of Hebrews 
10:26 is apostasy under pressure, not ordinary sin. 

 

VI. Examples in Scripture: Esau, Judas, and the Beast-Worshippers 

A. Esau 

“Lest there be any… profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright… he found no place of repentance…” 
(Heb. 12:16–17) 

Esau serves as a type of someone who despises spiritual inheritance—much like those in 
the Tribulation who trade their eternal soul for temporary security under the Antichrist 
system. 

B. Judas 

Judas knew the truth. He was one of the twelve. Yet he rejected Christ for silver, and his fate 
is sealed: 

“It had been good for that man if he had not been born.” 
(Matt. 26:24) 



He is another type of the willful sinner in Hebrews 10:26—one who knew and rejected. 

C. Beast-Worshippers 

“If any man worship the beast… the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God… he 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone…” 
(Rev. 14:9–10) 

This is exactly the warning in Hebrews 10:27. A fearful looking for of judgment. No more 
sacrifice. No escape. 

 

VII. Comfort for the Church Age Believer 

So how does Hebrews 10:26 apply to the Church today? 

Doctrinally, it doesn’t. 

It is not a threat to believers who sin, backslide, or even struggle deeply. Paul writes: 

• “Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” (Rom. 5:20) 

• “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” (Rom. 8:35) 

Church Age believers can grieve the Spirit (Eph. 4:30), lose rewards (1 Cor. 3:15), and suffer 
chastening (Heb. 12:6), but they cannot lose salvation—because it was never earned to 
begin with. 

The “willful sin” in Hebrews is a prophetic warning for a future generation of Jews under 
tribulational judgment. 

 

VIII. Final Breakdown of the Passage 

Let’s break down Hebrews 10:26–31 with a dispensational key: 

Verse Content Dispensational Context 

v.26 Willful sin after knowledge Tribulation apostasy 

v.27 Fiery judgment Revelation 14:10 

v.28 Despising Moses’ law = death Old Covenant parallel 

v.29 Greater punishment for rejecting Christ Antichrist worshipers 



Verse Content Dispensational Context 

v.30 God will judge His people Time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7) 

v.31 Fearful to fall into God’s hands Second advent wrath 

This is not a doctrine of loss for believers. It’s a warning of wrath for willful rejecters. 

 

IX. Devotional Takeaway: Don’t Trample Grace 

While this passage is not about believers losing salvation, it does provoke serious 
reflection. If God warns the Tribulation remnant so severely about rejecting Christ, how 
much more should we today honor Him who gave us grace freely? 

Hebrews 10 concludes: 

“Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of reward.” (v.35) 

Don’t walk in fear of losing salvation—but also don’t treat it lightly. Reverence. Gratitude. 
Humility. That’s the right response. 

 

Conclusion: Right Division Brings Right Peace 

Hebrews 10:26 is not a sword over the believer’s head. It is a prophetic trumpet, sounding 
to the final generation of Israel: Choose Christ or be consumed. 

• It is not about daily sin. 

• It is not about backsliding. 

• It is not a contradiction to eternal security. 

• It is about final apostasy during the darkest days of human history. 

When rightly divided, this terrifying passage brings not fear, but clarity. And that clarity 
leads to comfort for the Church—and warning for the world to come. 

In our next essay, we’ll transition into Hebrews 11, the “Hall of Faith,” and see how these 
Old Testament examples not only inspired the early Hebrews, but foreshadow the kind of 
endurance required by the remnant who will walk by faith in the fire of the Tribulation. 
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Introduction: Faith in the Fire 

Hebrews 11, often celebrated as the “Hall of Faith,” stands as a towering monument in the 
New Testament—a tribute to those who lived and died in faith. Preachers often cite it 
devotionally, listing the names of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and others as examples for 
modern believers. But to rightly divide Hebrews 11 is to recognize that it serves not merely 
as an inspirational anthology, but as a prophetic call to endurance, especially for the 
remnant of Israel who must survive the Tribulation. 

The repeated refrain—“by faith”—is not merely about internal belief, but faith that acted, 
faith that obeyed, faith that endured, and in some cases, faith that died. And that is the 
precise kind of faith that the Tribulation saints must possess: not a passive belief, but an 
overcoming, enduring, sacrificial faith that holds fast in the darkest hour of human history. 

This essay explores Hebrews 11 with three objectives: 

1. To uncover the Tribulation parallels in this chapter—how the faith described is 
accompanied by obedience and works. 

2. To examine how the heroes from Abel to Samuel all represent stages of trial, 
testing, and triumph—patterns for the remnant to emulate. 

3. To understand the “great cloud of witnesses” as a source of strength and 
motivation for those who will suffer and overcome in the final days. 

By the end, we will see that Hebrews 11 is far more than a record of past triumphs—it is a 
blueprint of faithful endurance for the saints who will walk through the furnace of Jacob’s 
trouble. 

 

I. What Faith Looks Like Under Pressure: Tribulation Context 

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
(Hebrews 11:1) 

Faith in Hebrews 11 is not abstract. It is visible, measurable, and tested by obedience. In 
nearly every case, faith is followed by action: 

• “By faith Abel offered…” 



• “By faith Noah… prepared an ark…” 

• “By faith Abraham… obeyed and went out…” 

This kind of faith matches the faith-plus-works system of the Tribulation period, where 
belief must be proven through action—refusing the mark, enduring persecution, and 
holding the testimony of Jesus. 

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus.” 
(Revelation 14:12) 

This is not Paul’s Gospel for the Church Age, where justification is by faith without works 
(Rom. 4:5). Hebrews 11 is tailored for the Hebrew remnant, showing them what obedient 
faith looks like in the face of danger, isolation, and death. 

 

II. From Abel to Samuel: A Legacy of Endurance and Obedience 

Each name in Hebrews 11 is more than a historical reference—it is a prophetic type, a 
shadow, a model for those who will endure the end times. 

Let’s walk through some of these and extract their relevance to the coming trials. 

A. Abel – The First Martyr 

“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice… and by it he being dead yet 
speaketh.” 
(Heb. 11:4) 

Abel represents those who offer acceptable worship and are slain for it. He is a prototype 
of the Tribulation martyrs, who testify to the Lamb and are killed for it. 

• See Revelation 6:9–11 – “the souls of them that were slain for the word of God.” 

B. Enoch – Taken Without Death 

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death…” 
(Heb. 11:5) 

Enoch is a type of the raptured believer, removed before the judgment. He stands in 
contrast to Noah, who goes through the flood. 

This shows two remnant paths: some will be removed, some will be preserved through. 

C. Noah – Preparing in the Face of Judgment 



“By faith Noah… moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house…” 
(Heb. 11:7) 

Noah is a picture of the faithful remnant in the wilderness, who survive the storm of 
judgment by preparing, obeying, and separating themselves from the world. 

• Compare Revelation 12:6 – “the woman fled into the wilderness…” 

D. Abraham – Obedient Sojourner 

“By faith Abraham… obeyed… not knowing whither he went.” 
(Heb. 11:8) 

Abraham is the wandering Hebrew, a stranger in a foreign land, guided only by promise. 

• A clear type of the Tribulation Jew, often fleeing, in exile, following divine signs 
without clear earthly security. 

E. Moses – Choosing Affliction Over Pleasure 

“Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God…” 
(Heb. 11:25) 

Moses is the prototype of those who will forsake the Antichrist system—rejecting the 
treasures of Egypt (the world) and instead suffering reproach for the Christ. 

This parallels Revelation 13–14, where the choice is: worship the Beast and live 
comfortably—or follow Christ and suffer. 

 

III. By Faith… And Works: The End-Time Application 

Faith is the root, but works are the proof in the Tribulation. Hebrews 11 puts heavy 
emphasis on actions done by faith. 

Let’s be clear: these acts did not earn salvation—but they demonstrated true allegiance. 

Likewise, during the Tribulation: 

• Taking the mark of the beast will be an outward act of rebellion (Rev. 14:9–10). 

• Refusing it—often at the cost of one’s life—is an act of faith (Rev. 12:11). 

• Keeping the commandments and the faith of Jesus is both inward and external 
(Rev. 14:12). 



Thus, Hebrews 11 functions as a guidebook for those who must walk through the last 
days—not shrinking back, not blending in, but standing firm. 

 

IV. Heroes in Tribulation Imagery: Prophetic Echoes 

The second half of Hebrews 11 turns to unnamed saints who faced unspeakable horrors: 

“Others were tortured… had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings… they were stoned, 
sawn asunder…” 
(Heb. 11:35–37) 

This sounds less like Old Testament biography and more like Tribulation prophecy. 

A. Torture and Mockings 

• Matches Matthew 24:9 – “They shall deliver you up to be afflicted…” 

• Echoed in Revelation 6–13 – saints beheaded, hunted, hated. 

B. Wandering in Sheepskins and Goatskins 

• Signifies a life of exile, wilderness survival—a theme central to the faithful 
remnant (Rev. 12). 

C. “Of Whom the World Was Not Worthy” 

“(Of whom the world was not worthy)” 
(Heb. 11:38) 

What a powerful line. These are the unseen warriors, the hidden saints, the outcasts 
whom God sees and honors. 

This verse speaks not only of the past—but also of the final overcomers, hunted and hated 
by the Beast, yet honored in heaven. 

 

V. The Cloud of Witnesses: Encouragement for the End 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses…” 
(Heb. 12:1) 

These witnesses are not merely spectators—they are testifiers. They remind the faithful: 

• You’re not alone. 



• Others have endured worse. 

• The race is worth running. 

• The reward is coming. 

This cloud becomes a prophetic encouragement to the Tribulation saints. Just as Elijah 
thought he was alone, yet 7,000 had not bowed to Baal (1 Kings 19:18), so too will the final 
remnant need the testimony of these overcomers. 

 

VI. Faith That Endures, Not Escapes 

Hebrews 11 does not highlight escape from trouble—but endurance in it. 

• Some escaped the edge of the sword. 

• Others were slain by it. 

Both are celebrated. Both are faith victories. 

This is essential for the Tribulation saints to understand. Victory may not mean deliverance 
from death—but deliverance through it, unto eternal reward. 

“They loved not their lives unto the death.” (Rev. 12:11) 

 

VII. Final Comparison Chart: Church Age vs. Tribulation Faith 

Aspect Church Age Tribulation 

Salvation 
By grace through faith alone 
(Eph. 2:8–9) 

Faith in Christ + endurance + obedience 
(Rev. 14:12) 

Works Result of salvation Required proof of allegiance 

Security Sealed by the Spirit (Eph. 1:13) Must resist mark and remain faithful 

Faith Type Resting faith Obedient, active faith under trial 

Heroes Paul, Timothy, Church apostles 
Two witnesses, 144,000, Tribulation 
martyrs 

Encouragement Doctrine of security and rapture Hall of Faith + cloud of witnesses 



 

VIII. Devotional Reflections: Our Faith Today 

Though Hebrews 11 is not directly to the Church Age, it still speaks powerfully to the 
believer: 

• Faith is not invisible—it moves, builds, obeys, and surrenders. 

• True faith does not seek comfort, but conformity to God’s will. 

• God rewards not only the act of faith—but the endurance of it. 

 

Conclusion: Preparing the Final Witnesses 

Hebrews 11 is a prophetic tool and devotional treasure. It reveals the kind of active, 
enduring faith required of the Tribulation remnant—a faith that will refuse the mark, 
confess Christ, endure persecution, and possibly die. 

It is also a rebuke to modern shallow faith—comfort-based, crowd-driven, and 
consequence-free. Faith is not merely mental agreement. It is trust in action, even unto 
death. 

As we prepare for the next chapter of prophecy to unfold, may Hebrews 11 inspire those 
who will carry the banner of truth through the darkest days the world will ever see. 

 

Interlude – Between Heaven and Earth: The Raptured Church as the Cloud of 
Witnesses 

 

Introduction: The Cloud That Watches 

The phrase “a great cloud of witnesses” from Hebrews 12:1 has long been interpreted as a 
beautiful metaphor—those who have gone before us in faith, now standing as spiritual 
examples and cheering us on in our race. And while this interpretation holds devotional 
merit, Scripture may be offering us something far more profound, prophetic, and literal 
than we’ve considered. 

What if that “cloud of witnesses” is more than just memory? What if it includes the 
raptured saints, caught up in glory, not just to rest—but to watch? 

Consider this: 



• Jesus will return in the clouds (Acts 1:9–11; 1 Thess. 4:17). 

• The Church is caught up into the clouds at the rapture. 

• Song of Solomon pictures the Bride watching from the mountains of leopards—a 
mysterious, elevated place of danger and surveillance. 

• Revelation shows saints in heaven during the Tribulation, before returning with 
Christ at the Second Coming. 

Could it be that the raptured Church becomes a cloud of heavenly witnesses, observing 
earth’s final judgment before returning with Christ in glory? 

This essay explores that possibility—not as dogma, but as a fascinating and scripturally 
reasonable interpretation that adds layers of wonder to the phrase “so great a cloud of 
witnesses.” 

 

I. Hebrews 12:1 – Context and Common Interpretation 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses…” 
(Hebrews 12:1) 

The standard interpretation is clear: chapter 11 listed the heroes of faith, and now the 
writer uses them as motivators. Their examples testify of God’s faithfulness and encourage 
perseverance. 

But consider: 

• The term “cloud” is not typically used in Scripture to describe people—unless it’s 
prophetically significant. 

• The phrase “compassed about” (Greek: perikeimenon) means to be surrounded on 
all sides. 

• Hebrews 12 begins with a visionary transition—from the list of faithful martyrs to a 
cosmic picture of running a race under observation. 

If it were merely literary, why not say “surrounded by so many testimonies”? Why the word 
cloud? 

Let’s follow that cloud. 

 

II. The Cloud of Glory in Scripture: A Consistent Pattern 



In Scripture, clouds are often linked not just with weather, but with heavenly presence, 
divine movement, and God’s celestial entourage. 

A. The Cloud in the Wilderness 

• “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud…” (Ex. 13:21) 

• This wasn’t just weather—it was visible evidence of God’s dwelling presence. 

B. The Cloud at the Mount 

• “A thick cloud upon the mount… that the people may hear when I speak.” (Ex. 19:9) 

• The cloud was not just concealment—it was a stage of revelation, with witnesses. 

C. The Cloud at the Transfiguration 

• “Behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them… and a voice out of the cloud…” (Matt. 
17:5) 

The cloud, again, is linked with heavenly beings, divine presence, and testimony. 

D. Jesus Ascends and Returns in a Cloud 

“A cloud received him out of their sight… this same Jesus… shall so come in like manner…” 
(Acts 1:9–11) 

• “Caught up together with them in the clouds…” (1 Thess. 4:17) 

• “Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him…” (Rev. 1:7) 

Clearly, this is not metaphorical fog. The clouds are the environment of glorified 
presence. They are where the saints go. And perhaps where they watch. 

 

III. Song of Solomon: The Bride Watches from Above 

One of the most prophetically rich and poetic books in the Bible is Song of Solomon. While 
often read as an allegory for Christ’s love for the Church, it also carries rapture typology—
including a startling picture of the bride observing from the mountains. 

“Come with me from Lebanon, my spouse… look from the top of Amana, from the top of 
Shenir and Hermon, from the lions’ dens, from the mountains of the leopards.” 
(Song of Solomon 4:8) 



This is a strange invitation. Why would a bride be called to look from high, dangerous 
places? These are not restful mountains—they are mountains of beasts, of leopards and 
lions—symbols of Gentile kingdoms, particularly in prophetic passages (see Dan. 7:4–6). 

This suggests that the Bride (a type of the Church): 

• Is taken to a lofty position, 

• Looks down upon the chaos of earth, 

• Watches from a safe but observant vantage point. 

This may describe the Church in heaven during the Tribulation, witnessing events unfold—
judgments, martyrdoms, miracles—all while preparing for her final descent with the 
Bridegroom in Revelation 19. 

 

IV. Revelation’s Heavenly Observers: The Timeline of Witnesses 

After the rapture in Revelation 4, the Church is notably absent from earth, but present in 
heaven. 

A. The 24 Elders (Revelation 4–5) 

• Clothed in white. 

• Wearing crowns. 

• Sitting on thrones. 

• Singing the song of redemption (Rev. 5:9–10). 

These are not angels. They are redeemed, glorified humans—likely representing the 
Church as a whole. 

B. Martyrs Join the Scene (Revelation 6:9–11) 

• These are Tribulation saints—“slain for the word of God.” 

• They speak from under the altar, asking how long until judgment is fulfilled. 

They are visible. They are vocal. They are watched and recorded. 

C. Saints Return with Christ (Revelation 19:11–14) 

“The armies which were in heaven followed him… clothed in fine linen, white and clean.” 



Same white garments. Same company. But now, the cloud of witnesses becomes the 
army of light, returning in judgment. 

 

V. We Shall Be Like Him: Glorified and Informed 

1 John 3:2 says: 

“We shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” 

Christ, after His resurrection, had full awareness of what was happening on earth. 

• He appeared and disappeared at will. 

• He knew what the disciples were discussing. 

• He warned of coming persecution. 

So if we are like Him, wouldn’t we also possess heightened, informed awareness of 
earthly events—especially those that directly relate to our redemption? 

The saints may be part of the observing gallery, not detached in ignorance, but watching 
with Christ, awaiting the moment of our return. 

 

VI. Is the Church “Compassed About” as the Cloud? 

Now let’s return to Hebrews 12:1: 

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses…” 

Here’s a layered interpretation: 

• Historically, it refers to the OT saints in Hebrews 11. 

• Devotionally, it reminds us that the faithful lives of others inspire us. 

• Prophetically, it may point to the heavenly company of glorified saints, observing 
earth from heaven during the Tribulation. 

The phrase “compassed about” implies an encircling gallery, like spectators around a 
stadium. The Church, in her glorified state, is not sleeping—we are: 

• Watching, 

• Worshiping, 



• Awaiting our King’s command to return with Him. 

 

VII. The Spirit of Prophecy and the Power of Witness 

“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” (Revelation 19:10) 

All throughout the Tribulation, the testimony of Jesus is under assault—and yet, it's also 
being vindicated: 

• Through the two witnesses (Rev. 11). 

• Through the 144,000 (Rev. 7, 14). 

• Through the cloud of witnesses—past and present. 

Christians today, though not in the Tribulation, will witness it unfold from heaven. Just as 
the angels rejoice over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:10), we may also observe with joy, 
tears, and reverence the final wave of redemption and judgment. 

We are not only the Church—we are the redeemed observers and soon-to-be returning 
saints. 

 

VIII. Implications for Today: Living in View of the Cloud 

Whether or not this interpretation proves literal in every way, the application remains 
strong: 

1. Live with a heavenly perspective—the Church will not escape reality, but ascend 
to see its full conclusion. 

2. Understand our witness is not limited to earth—we will be testifying to the grace 
of God even after our rapture. 

3. Let Hebrews 11 and 12 inspire our now—for if we’re going to be the cloud then, we 
must walk in faith now. 

 

Conclusion: A Cloud Between Two Ages 

The “cloud of witnesses” may be more than metaphor. It may be the very company of 
saints—past, present, and raptured—who observe, worship, and testify in heaven while 
the final chapter of history unfolds on earth. 



• We may be the cloud Christ returns with. 

• We may be watching as the Tribulation unfolds. 

• And we will definitely be returning with Him to reign. 

So, between the mountains of leopards and the armies in white, there lies a divine 
mystery: 

A Church that is caught up, crowned, clothed, and watching—not passive, but prophetic. 
A cloud, indeed. 

 

12 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Chastisement, Endurance, and the Coming 
Judgment (Hebrews 12) 

 

Introduction: Not Just Encouragement—A Prophetic Warning 

Hebrews 12 is often preached as a motivational text: a call to run the Christian race, accept 
God’s chastening, and look to Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith. And indeed, it is 
filled with vivid metaphors, historical references, and heart-stirring appeals. 

But when rightly divided, this chapter is far more than a general sermon to Church Age 
believers. It is a prophetic warning to a future remnant of Israel, facing their most difficult 
trial—the time of Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7). The chastisement and discipline described 
here is not about gentle correction or spiritual growth—it is the refining fire of judgment, 
through which the remnant must pass. 

This essay explores: 

1. How the chastening of sons in Hebrews 12 differs from Church Age doctrine, where 
the believer is already seated in heaven and secure in Christ. 

2. The symbolic contrast between Mount Sinai and Mount Sion, and how it mirrors the 
contrast between the law and the Lamb. 

3. The connection between this chapter and Zechariah 13:9, where the remnant is 
refined by fire. 

By rightly dividing Hebrews 12, we’ll see it as a prophetic address to a future Jewish 
audience in the Tribulation—those being purged, chastened, and prepared for the Second 
Coming of Christ. 



 

I. Running the Race: A Call to Endurance Under Fire 

“Let us run with patience the race that is set before us…” 
(Hebrews 12:1) 

The opening of this chapter transitions from the “cloud of witnesses” in chapter 11 into a 
call to run. But this race is not a metaphor for Christian ministry or personal sanctification. 
In context, it reflects a life-and-death struggle against opposition, persecution, and the 
looming judgment. 

“Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.” 
(Heb. 12:4) 

This line clearly positions the audience in a dangerous time—one where resisting sin can 
cost a person their life. This is not typical of the Church Age, where believers are sealed, 
forgiven, and promised no condemnation (Rom. 8:1). It matches the Tribulation, where 
taking the mark of the beast is eternal damnation (Rev. 14:9–10), and resisting it often 
leads to martyrdom (Rev. 6:9–11). 

This chapter is written to those who must endure to the end to be saved (Matt. 24:13). 

 

II. The Chastening of Sons: Not a Church Age Doctrine 

“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” 
(Heb. 12:6) 

This passage has been widely misunderstood. It’s often preached as God’s corrective 
discipline in the life of the believer. But this interpretation blurs critical doctrinal lines. 

A. Church Age Believers Are Not Under Chastening for Salvation 

In Paul’s letters to the Church, we see: 

• “There is therefore now no condemnation…” (Rom. 8:1) 

• “He hath made us accepted in the beloved.” (Eph. 1:6) 

• “Seated in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” (Eph. 2:6) 

We are already positioned in Christ. While the believer can experience fatherly correction 
(1 Cor. 11:30–32), Hebrews 12 presents something much more severe—chastening that 
includes scourging, and a warning of judgment if refused. 



“If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons… but if ye be without 
chastisement… ye are bastards, and not sons.” 
(Heb. 12:7–8) 

This conditional language—if you endure...—is foreign to Paul’s doctrine. We are already 
sons by adoption (Gal. 4:5). The chastening here is proof of belonging, not spiritual 
growth. 

B. Tribulation Application: Refining the Remnant 

Now look at Zechariah 13:8–9: 

“And it shall come to pass… two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be 
left therein. 
And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them…” 

This is the chastening of Hebrews 12. It is not about sanctification—it is about survival 
through purification. The remnant is being purged. The rebellious are being cut off. 

This is echoed in Malachi 3:2–3: 

“For he is like a refiner’s fire… he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver…” 

The chastening of Hebrews 12 is the furnace of affliction (Isa. 48:10), preparing the 
remnant to receive the Messiah. 

 

III. Refusing Chastening = Final Rejection 

“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh…” 
(Heb. 12:25) 

Just as in chapter 10, the warning is clear: to reject the message is to face judgment. This 
is not about losing rewards—it’s about failing the test of sonship and proving oneself a 
“bastard,” not a child. 

• In the Church Age, a believer cannot become lost once saved. 

• In the Tribulation, the remnant is tested by fire, and those who reject the Lamb are 
cast into outer darkness. 

This is a severe warning to the future Jewish audience: submit to chastening, or perish. 

 

IV. Two Mountains: Sinai vs. Sion 



In the latter half of the chapter, a dramatic contrast is introduced: 

“For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched… and the voice of words… But 
ye are come unto mount Sion…” 
(Heb. 12:18–22) 

A. Mount Sinai: The Law, Terror, and Death 

Sinai represents: 

• Thunder, fire, blackness (v.18) 

• A voice that caused fear (v.19) 

• Moses himself trembling (v.21) 

This is the Old Covenant—judgment, condemnation, and distance from God. It is 
referenced here to show what awaits those who reject Christ in the last days: a return to 
wrath. 

“Our God is a consuming fire.” 
(Heb. 12:29) 

B. Mount Sion: Grace, the Lamb, and the City of God 

Mount Sion (not Zion in Jerusalem, but the heavenly city) represents: 

• The Church of the firstborn (v.23) 

• An innumerable company of angels (v.22) 

• Jesus, the mediator of the New Covenant (v.24) 

Now this seems to point to the Church—but notice, the audience is being called toward 
this mountain, not already dwelling there. This matches the Tribulation setting: 

• They are not yet in Sion. 

• They are being chastened toward it. 

• The contrast warns them: stay at Sinai and die, or come to Sion and live. 

C. Revelation 14: Mount Sion in Prophecy 

“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
four thousand…” 
(Rev. 14:1) 



This is not the heavenly Sion of Hebrews 12—it’s the earthly fulfillment of the promise. 
The faithful remnant, having endured the fire, now stand with the Lamb in victory. 

This is the conclusion of the chastening process. Those who endure are not only sons—
they are soldiers of the King. 

 

V. The Peaceable Fruit of Righteousness 

“Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous… but afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.” 
(Heb. 12:11) 

The Church often spiritualizes this verse to mean sanctification. But in prophetic terms, it 
speaks of the refined remnant, who after enduring the Tribulation, produce fruit: 

• Righteousness = faithfulness to God 

• Peaceable = no longer under judgment 

• Exercised = those who endured and overcame 

Compare this to Revelation 7:14–17: 

“These are they which came out of great tribulation… they shall hunger no more… the Lamb 
shall lead them.” 

This is the fruit of endurance. These are the sons who submitted to chastening—and lived. 

 

VI. Esau as a Type of the Reprobate 

“Lest there be any fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold 
his birthright.” 
(Heb. 12:16) 

Esau serves as a type of those who: 

• Know the truth 

• Reject it for temporary comfort 

• Are rejected with no place of repentance 



This mirrors Hebrews 10:26. Esau is the antithesis of the remnant. He chose survival over 
inheritance. He chose the world over the blessing. This is what many in the Tribulation will 
do when faced with the mark of the beast. 

They will: 

• Refuse chastening 

• Side with Antichrist 

• Lose everything 

The warning is dire. 

 

VII. Church Age Application: Devotionally, Not Doctrinally 

Although the Church is not the doctrinal audience here, there are devotional truths to 
draw from: 

• God still corrects His children, though not in wrath. 

• Endurance matters—we too must run the race, though ours is not for salvation. 

• Looking to Jesus is always the answer—whether in fire or in rest. 

But we must not confuse chastening unto purification with fatherly correction in grace. 
One is a matter of eternal destiny. The other is about growth in holiness. 

 

VIII. God Shaking the Earth and the Heavens 

“Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven.” 
(Heb. 12:26) 

This is a reference to Haggai 2:6, a prophecy of the final judgment. 

In the Tribulation: 

• The earth will reel (Isa. 24:20) 

• The stars fall (Rev. 6:13) 

• The mountains move (Rev. 16:20) 

God is not merely refining people—He is shaking creation itself, preparing for the arrival of 
the unshakable Kingdom. 



“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved…” 
(Heb. 12:28) 

This is the reward of the remnant. They inherit the Kingdom. The shaken are destroyed. The 
faithful are established. 

 

Conclusion: A Chapter of Fiery Refinement 

Hebrews 12 is not a gentle reminder for modern Christians to accept hardship. It is a 
tribulational trumpet, warning the final remnant of Israel: 

• Run your race—the hour is short 

• Endure chastening—it proves your sonship 

• Reject it—and you perish 

• Look to the heavenly mountain—not Sinai’s terror, but Sion’s Lamb 

This chapter, when rightly divided, is the roadmap for faith under fire, for sons under 
scourging, for the final faithful to emerge from the flames ready to reign. 

In the next essay, we will study Hebrews 13—final exhortations, doctrinal anchors, and the 
call to go “outside the camp”—a prophetic charge to the remnant who must separate from 
the Antichrist’s temple and prepare for the coming King. 

 

 

13 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Let Brotherly Love Continue: Instructions to the 
Tribulation Remnant (Hebrews 13) 

 

Introduction: Not Just an Epilogue—A Final Call to Faithfulness 

Hebrews 13 is often read like a series of closing exhortations: practical reminders about 
love, leadership, and contentment. Many treat it as a generic “wrap-up” to a theologically 
rich letter. But when rightly divided, Hebrews 13 is far more than closing comments—it is a 
spiritual survival guide for the Tribulation remnant, a call to remain faithful to one 
another, obedient to leadership, and prepared for persecution as the final hours of 
judgment unfold. 



The instructions are not aimed at Church Age believers living under grace and sealed in 
Christ. Rather, this is a chapter written to Hebrews, in a Hebraic context, with clear 
prophetic parallels to the last days. The references to entertaining angels, spiritual 
leaders, and Jerusalem as no continuing city all paint a picture of people living in 
uncertainty, danger, and anticipation of the Kingdom to come. 

This essay will explore: 

1. How the command to show hospitality—even to angels—fits with Israel’s unique 
prophetic experience. 

2. Why submission to spiritual leaders will be a matter of survival during the 
Tribulation. 

3. How the loss of Jerusalem and the hope for “a continuing city” reveals a remnant 
fleeing, hiding, and waiting for their King. 

By the end, we’ll see that Hebrews 13 is not simply practical—it is prophetic. It is God’s 
final word to His Jewish remnant before the heavens open and the Son of Man returns in 
glory. 

 

I. Let Brotherly Love Continue: A Remnant Under Pressure 

“Let brotherly love continue.” 
(Hebrews 13:1) 

This command may seem simple, but in the Tribulation context, it is critical. The remnant 
will be: 

• Isolated from society, 

• Hunted by the Beast (Rev. 13:15), 

• Betrayed by family and friends (Matt. 24:10–12), 

• Deprived of access to food and commerce (Rev. 13:17). 

In this environment, love between the brethren isn’t just a moral virtue—it is a matter of 
survival. 

• Housing one another, 

• Sharing resources, 

• Protecting one another from betrayal, 



• Encouraging one another to endure— 

This is not a church potluck. It is wartime brotherhood. 

The Greek word philadelphia—brotherly love—is especially poignant here. It is also the 
name of one of the seven churches in Revelation (Rev. 3:7–13), the one that was praised, 
not rebuked, and told to hold fast in a time of testing. 

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation…” 
(Rev. 3:10) 

The remnant must walk in that spirit of Philadelphia—holding on, loving each other, and 
enduring to the end. 

 

II. Be Not Forgetful to Entertain Strangers: Angels in Disguise 

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares.” 
(Hebrews 13:2) 

This verse stands out. Why mention angels? Why is entertaining strangers so emphasized 
here? 

A. A Pattern from Israel’s Past 

In the Old Testament, Abraham entertained three strangers—two were angels, one was the 
Lord Himself (Gen. 18). Lot received two angels in Sodom, unaware of their identity (Gen. 
19). 

These stories are Jewish in context and prophetic in shadow: 

• In both cases, judgment was about to fall. 

• Angels came to rescue the righteous and warn of wrath. 

• Those who welcomed them were protected. Those who rejected them were 
destroyed. 

Hebrews 13:2 connects this past reality to a future situation: the Tribulation remnant may 
again encounter divine messengers—or even the two witnesses (Rev. 11)—without 
knowing their identity. 

B. Supernatural Encounters in the Tribulation 



The Tribulation is filled with angelic activity: 

• Angels preach the everlasting gospel (Rev. 14:6). 

• Angels warn not to take the mark (Rev. 14:9). 

• Angels gather the elect at Christ’s return (Matt. 24:31). 

In such a supernatural age, where spiritual warfare is overt and cosmic, the warning to 
“entertain strangers” is literal. 

Hospitality could save lives. Refusal could bring judgment. 

 

III. Remember Them That Are in Bonds 

“Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them…” 
(Hebrews 13:3) 

Again, this has more to do with imprisonment for faithfulness than with social injustice. 

In the Tribulation, many saints will be arrested, tortured, and killed (Matt. 10:17–22). The 
call to remember those in bonds is not optional—it is a spiritual and prophetic duty. 

• Paul often asked the Church to pray for him while in chains (Eph. 6:20, Col. 4:3). 

• In the Tribulation, remnant saints must risk their lives to rescue or care for others. 

This also parallels Matthew 25:36: 

“I was in prison, and ye came unto me…” 

This passage, often spiritualized for modern ministry, is actually Christ speaking to 
Tribulation survivors, evaluating how they treated His brethren—the Jewish remnant. 

 

IV. Marriage, Purity, and Divine Judgment 

“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge.” 
(Hebrews 13:4) 

This moral exhortation fits the end-times context well. The Tribulation will be an age of: 

• Perversion (as in the days of Lot – Luke 17:28–30), 

• Marriage breakdown (2 Tim. 3:3), 



• Moral chaos under the Beast’s system. 

The remnant is warned: Do not compromise sexually, even as the world collapses. 
Judgment is coming, and God will judge impurity, especially in a time when the world’s 
morality is completely inverted. 

 

V. Contentment Amidst Collapse 

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have…” 
(Hebrews 13:5) 

During the Tribulation: 

• Buying and selling is impossible without the mark (Rev. 13:17). 

• Survival is dependent on contentment and divine provision (Rev. 12:6, 14). 

• The remnant will live in hiding, hunger, and persecution. 

Contentment isn’t just wisdom—it’s survival training. Covetousness leads to 
compromise. Compromise leads to worship of the Beast. 

 

VI. Remember Them Which Have the Rule Over You 

“Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of 
God…” 
(Hebrews 13:7) 
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves…” 
(Hebrews 13:17) 

This again is not typical Church Age language. In Paul’s letters, elders are recognized, not 
exalted (1 Tim. 3). In Hebrews, the language implies a prophetic structure of spiritual 
authority, possibly mirroring the leadership of: 

• The two witnesses in Jerusalem (Rev. 11), 

• The 144,000 sealed servants (Rev. 7), 

• The Jewish leaders shepherding scattered believers (Zech. 12:6–8). 

Obedience to leadership here is not institutional—it is survival-based. The remnant must 
submit to righteous leadership or be scattered, deceived, or destroyed. 



The danger of false prophets (Matt. 24:11) and deception (Matt. 24:24) is so high that 
spiritual submission becomes a safeguard. 

 

VII. Jesus Christ the Same Yesterday, Today, and Forever 

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
(Hebrews 13:8) 

This is not just theological poetry—it’s a stabilizing anchor in a time when everything is 
shaking. 

During the Tribulation: 

• Nations collapse, 

• Nature erupts, 

• Satan is unleashed. 

But Jesus remains unchanged, and that truth is the only constant for the remnant. This 
verse is often pulled out for personal encouragement, but it is planted in Hebrews 13 to 
assure the faithful that even as the Antichrist ascends, the true Christ reigns. 

 

VIII. No Continuing City: The Fall of Jerusalem 

“For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.” 
(Hebrews 13:14) 

This verse is loaded with prophetic tension. 

In the Tribulation: 

• Jerusalem becomes the epicenter of conflict. 

• The Antichrist sits in the temple (2 Thess. 2:4). 

• The city is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt (Rev. 11:8). 

• It is surrounded by armies (Luke 21:20). 

The remnant cannot trust the earthly city. It is no longer safe. The “holy city” is defiled, 
under siege, and set for destruction. 



Instead, they must look for the heavenly Jerusalem—the “city of the living God” (Heb. 
12:22). 

 

IX. Bearing His Reproach—Outside the Camp 

“Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.” 
(Hebrews 13:13) 

This is a call to separate from the apostate religious system—especially as the Antichrist 
defiles the temple. 

During the Tribulation, the remnant must: 

• Leave Jerusalem, if necessary (Matt. 24:15–16), 

• Reject temple worship controlled by the Beast, 

• Bear reproach, just like Jesus did “outside the gate” (v.12). 

This is more than a metaphor. It’s a literal exodus from the religious system the Antichrist 
hijacks. 

 

X. Sacrifices of Praise and Doing Good 

“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually…” 
(Hebrews 13:15) 

Even in the darkest days, the remnant is called to worship, give thanks, and sacrifice with 
lips, not lambs. 

While animal sacrifices return during the Millennium (Ezek. 40–48), the remnant is being 
instructed to honor Christ now with their voices and conduct. 

“To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” 
(Hebrews 13:16) 

These are the only sacrifices acceptable during the Tribulation—not blood, not ritual, 
but faithful obedience and testimony. 

 

Conclusion: The Final Instructions for the Faithful 



Hebrews 13 is more than a moral checklist—it is a blueprint for surviving spiritually and 
physically during the Tribulation. 

• Love your fellow remnant. 

• Show hospitality—you may meet an angel. 

• Obey righteous leaders. 

• Leave the corrupted city. 

• Worship from the heart. 

• Wait for the city to come. 

• Be content—even in caves and deserts. 

This is not a tranquil Church Age passage. This is a call to arms, a map for survival, and a 
final exhortation to a remnant that will be hunted, hated, and ultimately honored at the 
return of Christ. 

In the next essay, we close this 15-part journey with the final benediction of Hebrews and a 
look into the unshakable kingdom, the Great Shepherd, and the promise of restoration for 
all who endured. 

 

14 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Paul’s Hidden Signature: Identifying the Author of 
Hebrews 

 

Introduction: The Anonymous Epistle that Speaks Loudly 

The Book of Hebrews is one of the few epistles in the New Testament that does not begin 
with an author’s name. Unlike Romans, Galatians, Ephesians, and other letters which 
begin with “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ…”, Hebrews opens directly with doctrine: 

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the 
prophets…” 
(Hebrews 1:1) 

Because of this absence of attribution, many have speculated about the authorship of 
Hebrews. Suggestions have ranged from Apollos, Barnabas, Luke, to Priscilla. Yet for 
centuries, Bible-believing Christians—especially those holding to the King James Bible 



and a dispensational framework—have recognized the internal clues pointing squarely to 
the Apostle Paul as the author of Hebrews. 

In this essay, we will explore the compelling evidence that Paul wrote the Book of Hebrews, 
even if he did not explicitly sign it. We will examine: 

1. The unique reference to Timotheus (Timothy) in Hebrews 13:23. 

2. The Pauline language and doctrinal fingerprints scattered throughout the epistle. 

3. The logical and strategic reason Paul left his name off—particularly his desire to 
reach a Jewish audience without provoking unnecessary resistance. 

Hebrews is not just doctrinally rich—it is a masterpiece of divine persuasion aimed at 
Hebrew believers and the Jewish remnant, written by the only man who had the knowledge, 
authority, and divine revelation to speak to both Israel and the Church: Paul, the apostle to 
the Gentiles, and yet a Hebrew of the Hebrews. 

 

I. Timotheus Mentioned: The Companion Clue 

“Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see 
you.” 
(Hebrews 13:23) 

This is the only name mentioned in the entire epistle—and it is a significant one. Timothy 
(or Timotheus) was Paul’s closest associate, spiritual son, and faithful companion 
throughout his missionary journeys. 

In fact, outside of Paul’s epistles, Timothy is scarcely referenced: 

• 1 & 2 Timothy are addressed directly to him. 

• He is often included in greetings with Paul (1 Thess. 1:1, 2 Cor. 1:1, Phil. 1:1). 

• He was trusted to deliver letters and represent Paul in person (1 Cor. 4:17, Phil. 
2:19). 

No other New Testament writer is linked so closely to Timothy. 

The mention of Timothy in Hebrews 13:23 thus becomes a powerful internal signature. If 
Paul didn’t write the epistle, why would Timothy be mentioned—especially with such 
personal familiarity and assumed acquaintance with the readers? 



No other candidate for authorship had this depth of relationship with Timothy. The 
connection is uniquely Pauline, and its placement at the conclusion of the letter mirrors 
Paul’s style of including personal notes and names at the end of his epistles (see Romans 
16, Colossians 4, etc.). 

 

II. Pauline Language: The Vocabulary and Style of Paul 

Beyond Timothy’s mention, the internal style, vocabulary, and theological focus of 
Hebrews bear unmistakable resemblance to Paul’s writings. Let’s explore several key 
markers. 

A. Use of the Phrase “Our Lord Jesus Christ” 

“Grace be with you all. Amen.” 
(Hebrews 13:25) 

Compare this with Paul’s epistle closings: 

• “Grace be with you.” (Rom. 16:24, 1 Cor. 16:23, 2 Cor. 13:14, Gal. 6:18, Phil. 4:23, 1 
Thess. 5:28, etc.) 

The closing benediction in Hebrews is characteristically Pauline. Only Paul uses this 
consistent phraseology, and no other New Testament writer ends his letters in this exact 
fashion. 

B. Theological Focus on the Old Testament and Priesthood 

While Paul is known as the apostle to the Gentiles, he was also a Pharisee and student of 
Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). His depth of understanding of the Levitical system, Melchizedek, 
and the typology of the tabernacle is displayed brilliantly in Hebrews—especially 
chapters 7 through 10. 

Compare the depth of argument in Hebrews with Romans and Galatians: 

• Galatians argues the Law cannot justify. 

• Romans explains the Law’s inability to sanctify. 

• Hebrews proves Christ completes and supersedes the Law entirely. 

Only Paul had the doctrinal foundation to tie together Christ’s priesthood, sacrifice, and 
the heavenly tabernacle in a way that harmonizes with the gospel of grace without 
contradiction. 



C. Repeated Use of “Let Us…” 

Paul frequently uses the phrase “let us” in his exhortations. 

Examples in Hebrews: 

• “Let us therefore fear…” (Heb. 4:1) 

• “Let us labor therefore…” (Heb. 4:11) 

• “Let us come boldly unto the throne…” (Heb. 4:16) 

• “Let us go on unto perfection…” (Heb. 6:1) 

• “Let us draw near…” (Heb. 10:22) 

• “Let us hold fast…” (Heb. 10:23) 

• “Let us consider one another…” (Heb. 10:24) 

This is typical Pauline style—the language of shared responsibility, group exhortation, and 
spiritual urgency. 

D. Pauline Themes in Hebrews 

• Justification by faith (Heb. 10:38) parallels Romans 1:17. 

• Heavenly citizenship (Heb. 11:10, 13:14) matches Philippians 3:20. 

• New Covenant theology (Heb. 8–10) parallels 2 Corinthians 3. 

• Comparison of Law and Grace (entire book) aligns with Galatians and Romans. 

 

III. Why Paul Didn’t Sign His Name: The Strategic Silence 

Despite all this, Paul does not begin Hebrews with his name. Why? 

Because his name carried baggage—especially among the Jews. 

A. Paul’s Reputation Among the Jews 

Paul was deeply hated by the Jewish religious establishment. In Acts 21:28, the Jews cry 
out: 

“This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law, and 
this place…” 



Paul was seen as a traitor to Judaism. Though a Hebrew himself (Phil. 3:5), he had become 
the apostle to the Gentiles, preaching liberty from the Law and justification apart from 
circumcision. 

Had Paul signed the letter “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ,” many Jewish readers would 
have immediately rejected the message—not because of content, but because of 
authorship. 

By removing his name, Paul allowed the message to speak louder than the messenger. 

This is strategic and consistent with Paul’s heart for his people: 

“I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according 
to the flesh…” 
(Romans 9:3) 

Paul’s desire to win the Jews—particularly in a time of transition (Acts 2–28)—is evident 
throughout his ministry. Hebrews is his spirit-led, anonymous appeal to reach them 
without triggering their bias. 

 

IV. The Title “To the Hebrews” – Not an Afterthought 

The title “The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Hebrews” is not inspired text, but it is 
preserved in the King James Bible and matches early Christian tradition. 

It affirms that this book is: 

• Written to Hebrew believers, not the Gentile Church. 

• From a man who knew the Law, the priesthood, and the covenants better than any 
other New Testament author. 

The absence of a formal greeting is not a mistake. It is a calculated silence, designed to 
reach the heart before the prejudice of the ear could interrupt. 

 

V. Early Church Testimony and the Canonical Witness 

The early Church fathers widely accepted Pauline authorship. 

• Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Jerome all attributed Hebrews to Paul. 

• The King James translators included his name in the title. 



• The placement of Hebrews after Philemon in the KJV canon suggests a recognition 
of Paul’s authorship but a desire to distinguish it from his Church epistles due to 
its Jewish focus. 

It is no coincidence that Hebrews follows Paul’s final letter (Philemon) and precedes 
James—a book addressed “to the twelve tribes scattered abroad.” Hebrews is a 
transitional epistle, linking Paul’s writings to the general epistles written to Jewish 
believers. 

 

VI. Paul’s Apostleship: A Bridge Between Two Worlds 

Only Paul could have written Hebrews, because only Paul was: 

• A Hebrew of the Hebrews (Phil. 3:5), 

• A Roman citizen (Acts 22:25–28), 

• Educated under Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), 

• Given the revelation of the Church (Eph. 3:1–6), 

• Called to suffer for Christ (Acts 9:15–16). 

He could write to Gentiles (Romans), defend grace (Galatians), establish Church order (1–2 
Timothy), and still reason with the Jews in their own Scriptures (Hebrews). 

Hebrews is his plea to Israel: to see Christ not as a law-breaker, but as the fulfillment of 
everything the Law foreshadowed. 

 

VII. Closing Benediction: Grace Be With You All 

“Grace be with you all. Amen.” 
(Hebrews 13:25) 

This is the final signature. Though Paul’s name is absent, his voice remains. 

The word “grace”—so often used by Paul and almost never emphasized in the same way by 
other apostles—seals the letter. It is a reminder that even to the Hebrews, grace is the 
only way forward. 

 

Conclusion: The Invisible Hand with the Divine Pen 



Though unsigned, Hebrews bears all the fingerprints of Paul: 

• His theology, vocabulary, relationships, and heart. 

• His passion for Israel and his understanding of the Law. 

• His ability to bridge the covenants without compromising truth. 

Paul’s anonymity in Hebrews is not cowardice. It is strategic humility. He laid aside his 
identity so that the message might shine without obstruction. In doing so, he delivered one 
of the most doctrinally rich, prophetically charged, and spiritually vital books in all of 
Scripture. 

The author of Hebrews is not a mystery. He is the same man who once cried, “Brethren, my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” (Rom. 10:1) 

And in Hebrews, he gave them every reason to believe. 

 

15 of 15: Hebrews, Rightly Divided – Rightly Dividing the Word: Hebrews in the Context 
of Acts and Revelation 

 

Introduction: The Bridge Between Dispensations 

The Book of Hebrews stands like a theological bridge, suspended between the past 
covenants with Israel and the unfolding revelation of the gospel of grace. It contains 
language that resonates with the Law, shadows of the coming Kingdom, and exhortations 
that don’t fully fit within the Church Age as defined by the Pauline epistles. 

This positioning often causes confusion. Is Hebrews about eternal security or endurance? 
Is it law, grace, or both? Is it written to Church Age saints or Tribulation believers? 

To answer these questions, we must view Hebrews within the broader framework of 
dispensational truth. In particular, we must examine: 

1. The transition from law to grace—how Hebrews fits within that timeline. 

2. The Book of Acts as the pivot point—why Hebrews and Romans sit on either side of 
that critical transitional period. 

3. The Book of Revelation as the prophetic sequel to Hebrews—picking up where 
Hebrews leaves off, showing the full outworking of God’s final dealings with Israel. 



By rightly dividing the Word of Truth (2 Tim. 2:15), we see that Hebrews is not contradictory 
or confused. It is purposefully placed, carefully worded, and doctrinally anchored to 
prepare a remnant of Israel for both survival and salvation during the most perilous period 
of human history. 

 

I. The Transition: From Law to Grace, Then Back Again 

A. The Law Was Given to Israel 

“The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 
(John 1:17) 

From Exodus to Malachi, Israel lived under the Mosaic Law. Their relationship with God was 
governed by covenants, sacrifices, temples, and ceremonial obedience. 

• Their blessings were conditional (Deut. 28). 

• Their priesthood was Levitical. 

• Their forgiveness was temporary, requiring continual bloodshed. 

This system was never intended to be permanent. It was a shadow, a schoolmaster to lead 
them to Christ (Gal. 3:24). 

B. The Cross Introduces the Age of Grace 

With the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, everything changed. 

“Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 
(Rom. 10:4) 

The Age of Grace began—not with Acts 2, as many mistakenly teach, but with the full 
revelation given to the Apostle Paul (Eph. 3:1–5). Paul was given the mystery of the 
Church, a body of Jews and Gentiles united in Christ, sealed with the Holy Spirit, and not 
under the law but under grace (Rom. 6:14). 

This Church Age is characterized by: 

• Faith without works (Rom. 4:5), 

• Justification by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8–9), 

• No temple, priesthood, or animal sacrifice, 

• Complete forgiveness and spiritual adoption. 



This dispensation is unique—and temporary. It ends with the rapture (1 Thess. 4:16–17), 
after which God resumes His program with Israel. 

C. The Tribulation: A Return to Law-Plus-Faith 

After the rapture, the Tribulation period begins. This seven-year period (Daniel’s 70th 
week) marks a prophetic reversion to law-based covenantal structures—though now 
combined with a required testimony of Jesus Christ. 

“Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and 
the faith of Jesus.” 
(Revelation 14:12) 

This is not grace-alone salvation. It is faith plus endurance, faith plus commandment-
keeping, faith proven by martyrdom (Rev. 6:11). 

This is the context into which Hebrews fits perfectly. It is addressed to Hebrews, not 
Gentile believers. It is doctrinally aligned with the Tribulation, not the Church Age. 

 

II. Acts: The Transitional Pivot Between Hebrews and Romans 

Hebrews and Romans are positioned perfectly in the New Testament canon—one on each 
side of the Book of Acts. 

A. Hebrews Looks Back to the Law and Forward to the Tribulation 

Though it appears later in the canon, Hebrews is doctrinally and chronologically suited to 
the early Jewish believers in Acts, particularly before Paul’s gospel was fully received. 

• It uses Levitical language, 

• Warns against falling away (Heb. 6:6), 

• Exhorts endurance under persecution, 

• References the old and new covenants (Heb. 8), 

• Prepares for a return to covenant obedience in the last days. 

Hebrews belongs in the transitional spectrum—just like Acts. 

B. Romans Solidifies Grace Doctrine After Acts 28 



Romans is Paul’s great legal treatise on justification by faith apart from works. It contains 
no warnings about falling away. It doesn’t mix grace and law. It defines salvation by faith 
with eternal security. 

Romans: 

• Begins with condemnation (Rom. 1–3), 

• Moves to justification (Rom. 4–5), 

• Advances to sanctification (Rom. 6–8), 

• Explains Israel’s blindness and future (Rom. 9–11), 

• Ends with practical grace living (Rom. 12–16). 

It is the first true Church epistle, following the historical transition of Acts. 

C. Acts: The Link Between the Two 

Acts is the most misinterpreted book in the Bible. Many treat it like a Church manual, but it 
is a record of transition: 

• From Peter to Paul, 

• From Jerusalem to Antioch, 

• From temple to body, 

• From law to grace. 

This is why Hebrews and Romans belong on either side of Acts: 

Book Focus Audience Dispensation 

Hebrews 
Law fulfilled, endure to the 
end 

Hebrew believers 
Tribulation 
context 

Acts Historical transition Mixed (Jew/Gentile) Bridge 

Romans Grace established 
Church (Jew & Gentile in one 
body) 

Church Age 

Acts closes with Paul turning fully to the Gentiles (Acts 28:28). From then on, his letters 
clarify the mystery of the Body of Christ. 

 



III. Hebrews and Revelation: Prophetic Continuity 

After Paul’s epistles, the New Testament shifts toward a prophetic and Jewish focus once 
again. 

• James is written to “the twelve tribes scattered abroad” (James 1:1). 

• Peter and John warn of coming judgment and the end of all things. 

• Revelation opens the seals, blows the trumpets, and pours out the vials. 

Hebrews sits as a doctrinal prelude to Revelation. 

A. Warnings in Hebrews Mirror Judgments in Revelation 

Hebrews: 

• Warns against willful sin after receiving truth (Heb. 10:26), 

• Speaks of fiery indignation (Heb. 10:27), 

• Declares that “our God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29), 

• Tells of a voice shaking heaven and earth (Heb. 12:26–27). 

Revelation: 

• Reveals those who take the mark are lost (Rev. 14:9–10), 

• Shows fire and brimstone judgment (Rev. 14:11), 

• Portrays heaven and earth fleeing (Rev. 20:11), 

• Declares “the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 6:16). 

These are not Pauline Church Age concepts. These are Hebrew warnings in Jewish 
language, pointing toward Tribulation realities. 

B. Mount Sion in Hebrews, Fulfilled in Revelation 

“Ye are come unto mount Sion… to an innumerable company of angels…” 
(Heb. 12:22) 

“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and 
four thousand…” 
(Rev. 14:1) 

Hebrews prepares the reader to aspire to Sion. Revelation fulfills it. The remnant that 
endures finds themselves with the Lamb, sealed, and ready for the Kingdom. 



 

IV. Practical Implications: Why Right Division Matters 

Misapplying Hebrews as if it were written to the Church results in confusion, fear, and false 
doctrine. 

A. Eternal Security Questioned 

• Hebrews 6 and 10 are used to claim salvation can be lost. 

• But those passages don’t apply to the Body of Christ, which is sealed and secure 
(Eph. 1:13–14). 

B. Legalism Reinforced 

• Warnings to keep the faith and endure are made into conditions for salvation. 

• This mixes works with grace, something Paul explicitly warns against (Rom. 11:6, 
Gal. 1:6–9). 

C. Confusion in Gospel Presentation 

• Hebrews is often used to support altar calls, rededications, or “trying again” to get 
saved. 

• This contradicts the clarity of justification by faith alone in Romans and Galatians. 

 

V. Hebrews in Summary: A Doctrinal Guide for the Final Remnant 

Let’s summarize how Hebrews fits within God’s dispensational plan. 

Section Application Dispensation 

Chapters 1–2 
Christ superior to angels, warning of 
neglect 

Transition from law to Messiah 

Chapters 3–4 Warning not to miss the rest 
Tribulation remnant under 
pressure 

Chapters 5–7 Christ as High Priest, not Levitical 
Future role as intercessor for 
Israel 

Chapters 8–10 New Covenant theology Applied to Tribulation saints 



Section Application Dispensation 

Chapters 11–
12 

Faith heroes and chastisement 
Model for endurance under 
Antichrist 

Chapter 13 Final instructions 
Survival and submission in 
judgment 

Hebrews is not random—it is purposefully placed between Acts and Revelation, 
addressing a unique group of people in a specific prophetic window. 

 

Conclusion: The Unbroken Line of Truth 

From the cross to the Kingdom, from Pentecost to the Parousia, God's Word never 
contradicts itself—it only requires right division. 

Hebrews is not a Church manual. It is not a sermon for modern Christians seeking life tips. 
It is a prophetic survival guide, written by the apostle Paul, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, to prepare a Jewish remnant for the judgment to come. 

• Acts records the fading of Israel and the rising of the Church. 

• Romans secures our standing in grace. 

• Hebrews warns those who will endure the end. 

• Revelation reveals how the warnings are fulfilled. 

When you rightly divide the Word, everything fits. God is not confused—and neither are His 
Scriptures. 

Hebrews reminds us that while we are saved by grace now, a time is coming when faith will 
be tested by fire, and those who endure will stand on Mount Sion—not because of law, but 
because they clung to the testimony of Jesus and refused the mark of the Beast. 

Let us study it rightly, teach it clearly, and be ready—because the transition is coming 
again. 

 

Conclusion to the Series: Hebrews, Rightly Divided 



We have journeyed through the Book of Hebrews not as casual readers, but as rightly 
dividing stewards of God’s Word—recognizing that doctrine, when misapplied, leads to 
confusion, but when properly placed, opens the floodgates of clarity. 

The epistle to the Hebrews is not a theological jigsaw puzzle—it is a prophetic compass. It 
doesn’t confuse grace; it clarifies the future. It doesn't contradict Paul's Gospel to the 
Church; it completes God's message to the remnant. It is a letter of transition, written at 
a time of shifting covenants, shifting dispensations, and shifting destinies—both for Israel 
and the Church. 

We’ve seen: 

• That Paul, though silent in name, thundered with unmistakable authority throughout 
its chapters. 

• That Timothy’s mention, the repeated call to endure, and the warnings of fiery 
judgment are doctrinal fingerprints of the Tribulation, not the Church Age. 

• That Hebrews sits between Acts and Revelation like a hinge—locking the door 
behind the fading nation and swinging open a future where the remnant will rise 
again. 

• That the Old Covenant shadows are shown to bow before the New Covenant 
realities in Christ—and yet, those realities will again confront a Jewish audience in a 
world under siege. 

We have watched as: 

• The Great High Priest stood above the failing priests of Levi. 

• The blood of bulls and goats gave way to the once-for-all blood of the Lamb. 

• The heroes of the faith in chapter 11 whispered through history, not just to inspire—
but to instruct future overcomers who will suffer under Antichrist and rise in glory 
with the Lamb on Mount Sion. 

We’ve discerned between Sion and Sinai, between those sealed by the Spirit and those 
purified through fire, between the bride taken out and the remnant left to endure. 

And now, having rightly divided Hebrews, we understand that this is no random epistle. It is 
a last-days survival guide. It is prophetic preparation for a generation that will not be part 
of the Body of Christ, but part of the final chapter of Israel’s redemption. 

The Church will be gone. The mystery will be finished. The grace age will close. 



And in its place, a remnant of Hebrews—warned, instructed, chastened, and refined—will 
open this book, and read it as it was always meant to be read: 

A voice in the wilderness. A call to endure. A map to Sion. A crown at the end of fire. 

May we honor God’s design by leaving this book exactly where He placed it—and may we 
who are sealed and saved under grace rejoice that the warning was not to us… but that we 
were wise enough to rightly divide it. 

 


